Merriam Webster: bad, bad-der, bad-dest (as slang) a: good, great

b: tough, mean

B.A.D. IDEA NEWS

... another news source for Johnson County

The Johnson County Commission held its
first scheduled meeting of 2008 on Thursday,
January 17, and the item of business that
caused the most buzz in the audience by far
was County Mayor Dick Grayson’s announce-
ment of the retirement of a county employee.
Effective June 30, 2008, Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Director Cliff Dunn (who also
serves as vice chairman of the county commis-
sion) plans to retire.

New federal requirements mandate the per-
son who fills the EMA position must hold cer-
tain degrees, and have six years experience in
the field. Grayson has recommended his cur-
rent office assistant, Jason Blevins, for the job.
Blevins, who has been a volunteer firefighter
for several years, has had considerable emer-
gency training and meets the educational re-

quirements.
“l did not conduct interviews for the position,”
said Grayson. “l discussed this option with

state officials and they indicated they would
accept my recommendation.”

Although it is not necessary for the county
commission to approve the job recommenda-
tion, the board voted unanimously to do so.

Grayson says Blevins will begin partial train-
ing on April 1, and would be ready to step into
the Emergency Management Agency Director’s
office on July 1.

After his retirement, Dunn will work 15 hours
per week in the Veterans’ Services office.

Another issue, one brought up by a member of
the audience, produced a heated discussion —
the subject of litter being strewn on Hwy. 67
from city limits to the transfer station. Most of
the litter is accidentally dropped from vehicles
on their way to the transfer station.

Commissioners asked Sheriff Mike Reece
about having deputies enforce Tennessee’s tarp
law.

“There is a tarp law,” said Reece. “And | be-
lieve the county’s Litter Control Officer could
write tickets for violations, the same as my

deputies could. She could sit at the transfer
station and write people up as they drive in.

“I have two deputies per shift, and they al-
ready stay pretty busy. There are also four Ten-
nessee Highway Patrol officers for Johnson
County.”

The commission finally agreed that Mayor
Grayson should contact, through THP, the
state’s litter control officer for the region about
the issue.

Commissioner Ronnie Perkins advised the
board that the planning commission has
adopted revised subdivision rules, and Perkins
distributed copies to the board for inspection. It
is not clear if the rules have to be approved by
the commission but County Attorney Bill Cock-
ett will advise his the board of his findings at
the February meeting. In the meantime, Chair-

contd. on p. 2
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Prize winning photo “Sunrise”
by Dennis Shekinah
(see story p. 18)
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County commission from p. 1

man Freddy Phipps asked commissioners to look over the
revised rules.

Johnson County School System officials gave a Power-
Point presentation on progress in the county schools, which
shows dramatic improvement in several areas.

Editor’s note: see page 20 for the statistics.

Director of Schools Morris Woodring requested the board’s
approval to apply for an interest-free loan to renovate cer-
tain areas of the Middle School. This renovation is separate
from the work now being done at the facility, and would
cost approximately $3.1 million. Woodring explained the
school system needs both the County Commission’s and the
Board of Education’s approval before application can be
made.

Commissioners voted their approval for the Johnson
County School System to apply for the loan.

Certain state funds are available for security improve-
ment to the county courthouse and Mayor Grayson advised
commissioners of the need for a surveillance system in the
building. The arrangement consists of 14 motion-sensitive

cameras, plus a recording and viewing system. Commiss ion-

ers voted unanimous approval of the purchase, which was
put out on bid. Dynamark Security Inc. had the low bid of
$12,411. The funds require a 10 percent match by the
county.

After a lengthy discussion, the board voted to approve a
right-of-way swap for a property owner on Lakeview
Drive. The ROW in question is an original TVA right-of-
way, and extends 50 feet from the center, on each side of
the road. The proposal is to decrease the ROW on one side
by 20 feet and increase it on the other side by the same
distance. The property owner will assume the cost for
surveying and deed preparation.

Hwy. Superintendent Tony Jennings assured commis-
sioners that there would be no problem with this; if the
road needs to be widened in the future, it would not be on
the side where the ROW is to be reduced.

The Trade Days Committee requested permission to
sub-lease a small portion of the new mill in Trade to a
private individual who plans to run a gift shop in the
leased area. After a brief discussion, the commission
voted approval for the request.

State litter laws include provisions for tarping

Litter not only makes highways and byways look bad,
it is against the law, even if the litter falls or is blown
from a vehicle accidentally.

What follow are some abbreviated facts about Tennes-
see’s litter laws, as taken from Tennessee Code Anno-
tated (TCA).

All law enforcement agencies, officers, and officials of
the state or any political subdivision thereof or any en-
forcement agency, officer, or any official of any commis-
sion or authority of the state is authorized, empowered
and directed to enforce compliance with [Tennessee’s
litter laws].

All fines collected (from prosecution for breaking the
litter law) are to go to

the general fund, with
preference that the
money be used for litter
prevention  programs
and education.

NORM'S TV

628 S. Shady St.
Mountain City, TN 37683
423.727.5522

Sales and Service

Tennessee’s litter laws contain reward provisions for
people reporting litter crimes; the reward money com-
ing from the fines collected.

The county’s governing body (county commission)
may create a resolution that imposes local rules for
litter control, which may include the stipulation that
property owners can be made to conform to this resolu-
tion or face a lien against their property.

With certain exceptions, Tennessee’s litter law says
“...any motor vehicle that transports litter or any ma-
terial likely to fall or be blown off onto the highways
shall be required to have such material either in an
enclosed space or fully covered by a tarpaulin.”

The term ‘litter’ also includes “...any other item pri-
marily designed to hold or filter a tobacco product
while the tobacco is being smoked.”

The Tennessee Code Annotated (TCA) provides these
penalties for the following littering crimes:

Class C misdemeanor; Mitigated littering; Fines,

plus litter removal from public lo-

We service all makes and models
We sell new and used,
including LCD flat screens

Iron Mountain Inn
Bed and Breakfast

offer good thru Jan. 28

cations for 40 hours, recycling cen-
ter work for 8 hours.

Class B misdemeanor; Criminal
littering; Fines, plus litter removal
from public locations for 80 hours,
recycling center work for 8 hours.
Class A misdemeanor; Aggravated

Criminal littering; Fines, plus litter

Gift Certificate
Enyjoy a romantic dinner
by candlelight and firelight
BRING THIS AD e i
TO RECEIVE -
51 0 OFF From: IRON MOUNTAIN INN
SERVICE Enjoy this gift of: " 196 MORELAND DR

This amount good toward dinnar
or a vay in the room of your choics
at tha lron Mountain Inn BAB

MNOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH

removal from public locations for
160 hours, recycling center work
for 8 hours.

BUTLER, TN 37640
423.768.2446 OR
888.751.2399




Home-schooling has more benefits than may be appare

The recent case in which Benita Jacks, a home-schooling
mother in Washington, D.C., killed her four children, ages
five to 17, has put regulations for this type of private ed  uca-
tion under close scrutiny. Apparently, the Jacks childr en
slipped through all the cracks when their mother removed
them from the prying eyes of teachers, social workers, and
other professionals who might have detected signs of ne-
glect and abuse of the girls. Instead, U.S. marshals foun d
their decomposed bodies while serving

nt

DC are practically nonexistent. As a result of advocacy
and litigation by the Home School Legal Defense Associa-
tion, founded in 1983 in our nation’s capital, home-
schooling is largely unregulated. Even though home-
schooling was once against the law in all but five states
it is now legal almost everywhere, but not closely regu-
lated because of all the parental rights litigation.

There are eleven independent home-schooled students
in Johnson County. Rose Rasmussen,

an eviction notice on the family. The

eldest girl was stabbed, and the others
showed signs of strangulation and other
trauma. Jacks denies any responsibility,

saying that the children were possessed
by demons and died in their sleep. A
home-school advocate argued that

“... most home-schooling families
are overwhelmingly trustworthy

people who place a very high
value on parental autonomy...”

~ Michael L. Stevens

Johnson County’s Home School Coor-
dinator, provides each family with a
packet that contains basic information
and requirements for their children in
Tennessee.

Tennessee mandates that all home-
schooled students register with the

“being in (public) school would not have
automatically made those children safe.”

Michael L. Stevens, an associate professor of education
and sociology at New York University, said school officia s,
who are required by law to report suspicion of child abuse,
are society’s best watchdogs of how parents treat children .
Stevens then added that most home-schooling families are
“overwhelmingly trustworthy people who place a very high
value on parental autonomy, and they have been largely
successful in getting the law to favor parental rights.”

Unlike Tennessee, the rules regarding home-schooling in

local system by August 1. They are
also required to take the standardized tests given to pub-
lic school students at the school they would normally be
attending, at no cost to them. If they score below grade
level for one or more years in a row, the director of
schools has the option of requiring them to attend either
a public or private school unless the child is learning  dis-
abled. Additionally, attendance requirements are the
same for both grade school age and high school age stu-
dents. Their parents must complete a form on which four
hours per day for 180 days are recorded on a schematic,

contd. onp. 4
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Home-schooling from p. 3

signed off by the parent, and submitted to the director of
schools at the end of each school year.

Parents who home-school children in grades K-8 must
have a high school diploma or a GED. The curriculum is
not state-mandated, meaning it is totally up to the parent
However, if or when the child re-enters public school, he or
she must be tested for grade placement.

The parent involved in home-schooling a secondary stu-
dent must have a college degree or a waiver from the Ten-
nessee Commissioner of Education. The parents must also
choose either college or general curriculum for their child
The general curriculum includes subjects required for
graduation such as basic English, science, social studi es,
and math courses, while the college path must include
subjects required for entrance to public universities, suc h
as four maths, four levels of English, along with four so  cial
studies, four sciences, and two arts, among others. Add i-
tionally, high schoolers must take the same standardized
tests required of public school students in the ninth gra  de
but not the high school proficiency tests. If a high scho oler
chooses to re-enter public school, he or she must be tested
in each subject to determine credit toward graduation.

One local home-schooling parent pointed out that the
major advantage of the program is the individualization.

Additionally, when their individual student has mas-
tered a skill, they can move on, and they won't have to
wait on the rest of the class. She also pointed out that
most parents who commit to home-schooling have high
standards and expectations for their children, and the  stu-
dents don’'t have the negative peer pressure to under-
achieve, as is sometimes the case in public school.

When asked about the disadvantages of a home-
schooling program, she replied that the responsibility and
accountability are enormous for the parents. They must be
totally self-disciplined and committed to a structured pro-
gram beginning at the same time each day, occasionally
working more than the required four hours, and some-
times requiring assignments to be completed at night.

Obviously, the local parent had the best interests of her
children at heart, while the abusive parent at the begin-
ning of the story chose home-schooling as a method of op-
erating under the radar of the authorities. The advan-
tages and disadvantages for both public and home-
schooling depend totally on the resources and commitment
of the parents. In order for children to get a good educa-
tion, parents of both home-schoolers and public school stu -
dents have to be willing to invest the time involved in
helping their children to achieve and experience success,
along with requiring them to become responsible and inde-
pendent. Without that commitment in today’s competitive

Not only can the parents wait until the children have mas - world, it is very difficult for children to do well on any level
tered a skill before they move on, they can also spend more of life.
time on a subject of interest to that student.

1706. Mr. Franklin said, “Be at war with your vices , at

Mountain City Today

... by Mayor Kevin Parsons

We are indeed fortunate to have a city council, staff and
employees that are professional, competent and recognized
by their peers as being among the best in their areas of
expertise. Thursday, January 17, is the 300 th anniversary
of Ben Franklin’s birth; he was born in Boston in

peace with your neighbors and let every new year find you
a better person.” These are good words for all of us to live
by. When my term as mayor began last April, several
conversations with Alderman David Timbs culminated
with the suggestion that the council and department su-
pervisors hold a retreat that will be beneficial to futur e
planning goals and budget preparation. | am pleased to
report that we will move forward with this endeavor,
which was unanimously approved by council a cou-

— . T N AE——

CORNER POCKET
PRESENTS -
WEDNESDAY NIGHT POOL! SECURITY FINANCE
WE DO SMALL LOANS
EVERY WEDNESDAY AND TAXES
PLAY FROM

518 A South Church 5t.
Mountain City, TN 37683
423.727.7054

f  6:00P.M. TO11:00P.M
I ONLY $5.00 PER PERSON

WE PAY REFERRAL FEES!
Open Mon. - Fri.
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Corner Pocket
137 Pedro Shoun Lane
Mountain City, TN 37683
423-727-9791

is pleased to offer:
Poal Tables 10% off tax preparation fee!
' Video Games 1 4
Darts Jﬁ Let us help make jax season
Ar HOC&EY c—-l. lass strassful this yaar.
I Foos Ball Come by and sea us today.

Bring this ad lo our office
for your discount!

Touch Tunes Bose System Internet Jukebox '

‘___

Security Finance and Tax Service

ple of months ago. Pat Hardy, Municipal Manage-
ment Consultant with University of Tennessee Mu-
nicipal Technical Advisory Service (MTAS) will lead
the retreat. The purpose will be to assist the city's
leadership group (elected officials and department
supervisors) to develop and facilitate an action
learning process that will: strengthen communica-
tion and collaboration; outline a set of shared city-
wide goals; and improve group cohesiveness and ef-
fectiveness.

The primary objective will be to “determine the ex-
act nature and extent of the city’s needs related to
goal setting and leadership team development, de-
fine project process and outcomes, and identify fac-
tors that may facilitate or impede project success.”
The retreat will take place January 28 with future
retreats to be announced later. | am extremely ex-

contd. on p. 15
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Paul D Adams , 67415/ Poss Legend
Drugs, 67416/ Simple Poss Sch VI
Nancy M Bailey , 67122/ Reckless
Driving, 67122-B/ Fin Resp, 67122-C/
Passing in No Passing Zone

Brian D Barnett , 67417/ Simple
Poss Controlled Substance

Danielle Elizabeth Boone , For
BAT, 68405/ DUI 1st, 68368/ DL

Viol, 68368-B/ Fin Resp

James G Brewer , 66994/ DV As-
sault x 2
Dana A Buchanan , 68741/ Speed-

ing, 68741-B/ DOSL

Sandra L Bumgardner , 66843/ PI,
66844/ Legend Drugs, 67098/ Van-
dalism as DV, Pro Se, 67097/ Assault
as bV

April Lawon Campbell , 68357/
Speeding/ For Compliance, 68357-B/
Fin Resp

Sandy D Campbell , 68178/ Assault
x's 2/ Sidney K Main, 68179/ Crimi-
nal Trespassing x's 2/ Sidney K Main
Donald M Canter , 67670-B/ Fin
Resp/ To Have INS, 67370-C/
Bumper Law

Jeffery L Canter , TRY, PLEAD,
WAIVE, DISMISS, 67932/ DUI 2nd ,
67933/ DORL 2nd , 67934/ VICL,
67986-B/ Fin Resp/ TO HAVE INS
Nicholas J Caridas , 68366/ Tele-
phone Harassment/ Bambi Ray,
68367/ Agg Assault as DV

Brandon Ray Coffey , 68337/ Tele-
phone Harassment/ Def to have paid
cc

Gregory A Cratch , 68086/ DUI,
68087/ VICL, 68088/ Improper Pass-
ing, 68088-B/ Reg Viol

Jennifer H Davis |, Try, Plead,
Waive, Dismiss, 67921/ DUI 1st,
67922/ Child Endangerment, 67993/

Reckless Driving, 67993-B/ Child
Restraint, 67993-C/ No Ins

Stephanie Lynn Davis , 64589/
Theft of Property/ JUD DIV Dis-
missal

Jerry R Duncan , 68174/ Criminal
Trespassing X's 2/ Sidney K Main,
68175/ Criminal Littering/ Sidney K
Main, 68176/ Assault x's 2/ Sidney K
Main, 68177/ Vandalism/ Sidney K
Main

Anthony T Dunn , 67179/ Assault as
DV, 67180/ Agg Assault as DV,
67181/ Criminal Trespass as DV,
67182/ Evading Arrest by Foot,
67183/ Resisting Arrest, 67184/ P,
Brandon L Dunn , 68083/ Assault/
Ronald A Reagan
Chance L Eastridge
To Have DL

April Eller |, TRY, PLEAD, WAIVE,
DISMISS, 66616/ DUI 1st, 66617/
DORL 3rd , 66618/ Violation Implied
Consent, 66745/ Speeding, 66743-C/
Open Container, 66743-B/ Seatbelt,
66743-D/ Fin Resp

Billy J Farmer |, Try, Plead, Waive,
Dismiss, 68028/ DUI 3rd/ Dep Dunn
Jason Allen Feltner , 68450/ DOSL,
68451/ Speeding, 68451-B/ Reg Vioal,
68451-C/ No Ins

Harold L Ferguson , TRY, PLEAD,
WAIVE, DISMISS, 67152/ DUI,

, 68076/ DOSL/

67154/ Viol Implied Consent, 67153/
Reckless Driving

Lemuel Floyd , 67360/ Assault/ Jay
Swanson
Theresa L Flynn , 68117/ Worthless

Check/ T/B PIF OR PLEA, 68575/
Worthless Check/ Food Lion

Brian A Forbes , 67279/ Dogs at
Large/ Rebecca S Presnell, 67280/
Dogs at Large/ Malinda S Dugger
Lester S Gentry, 67925/ Simple
Poss Sch VI, 67926/ Light Law
William A Greene , 68845/ Resisting
Arrest, 68846/ Evading Arrest by

Foot

Sharon Hawks , 68196/ DUI 1st,
68197/ Poss Drug Para

Robert D Hearne Jr  , 68527/ DOSL,
68528/ Poss Drug Para, 68559/
Speeding

Helen R Hensley
Disorderly Conduct
Robert J Henry , 67951/ Leaving
the Scene of an Accident, 67948/
Evading Arrest by Auto, 67949/ No
DL, 67950/ Reckless Endangerment,
67961/ Reckless Drivingr, 67961-B/
Fin Resp, 67961-C/ Off Road Vehicle
on Hwy, 68046/ Reg Viol, 68046-B/
No Mirrors

Betsy Lynn Henson

, Pro Se, 67032/

, 68532/ DUI

contd. on p. 13
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A new drug for treating Fibromyalgia

Pfizer's drug Lyrica, a big seller for seizures and  diabetic
nerve damage since 2005, was approved in June for use
with the pain condition known as fibromyalgia.

Fibromyalgia primarily affects middle-aged women and
is characterized by chronic, widespread pain of unknown
origin. The condition is not responsive to traditional pa  in-
killers such as aspirin, ibuprofen, or opiates. Fibrom  yalgia
patients typically suffer from a plethora of symptoms, in-
cluding back pain, chronic fatigue syndrome, and ringi ng
in the ears. The condition can make everyday activities
such as walking or climbing stairs a challenge. Medical
experts estimate that as many as 10 million people suffer
from the condition.

Two other drugs from Eli Lilly and Forest Laboratories
are pending Food and Drug Administration (FDA) ap-
proval for the condition within the year. The drugs being
proposed by both companies were originally developed as
antidepressants, which work by increasing levels of ser o-
tonin and norepinephrine, neurotransmitters that affect
mood.

Lyrica, an anticonvulsant known generically as pre-
gabalin, affects the brain and the perception of pain. The
drug seems to reduce activity in the central nervous sys-
tem by binding to receptors in the brain and spinal cord,
although it isn’'t clear exactly why or how Lyrica reduces
pain. In clinical trials, patients taking the drug f or shin-
gles, diabetic nerve damage or fibromyalgia averaged
about a two-point drop in their pain levels on a scale of 10
Patients taking a placebo averaged a one-point drop. Ac-
cording to published reports, about 30 percent of Lyrica
patients said their pain fell by at least half, compar  ed with
15 percent while taking placebos.

Patient advocacy groups and doctors who specialize in
fibromyalgia say Lyrica will legitimize fibromyalgia in the
mainstream just as Prozac did for depression.

Medical experts differ in their opinions in reference to
the condition. Doctors who specialize in fibromyalgia say i t
is under-treated, and that patients who suffer from it m ay
be stigmatized as chronic complainers. The patients’ br ain
scans reveal differences in the way they process pain, al -
though doctors cannot recognize fibromyalgia by looking a t
a scan.

Other doctors contend that vague complaints of chronic
pain do not add up to a disease. They say fibromyalgia
cannot be diagnosed with biological tests or connected to
environmental causes, and millions of people will unneces-
sarily take medication with very real side effects, sucha s
severe weight gain, dizziness and edema.

Pfizer initially applied for FDA approval of Lyrica in
2004 for diabetic nerve pain. The FDA reviewers recom-
mended against the approval at that time due to Lyrica’'s
side effects.

Some doctors hold that labeling fiboromyalgia as a diseas e
causes patients to see themselves as sick, and actually
worsens the condition. Others consider the condition a
physical response to stress, depression, and economic and
social anxiety.

The American College of Rheumatology, the FDA and
insurers recognize fibromyalgia as a diagnosed disease
despite the controversy. Pharmaceutical companies are
aggressively developing new treatments in what they see
as a major new market.

Pfizer continues to increase consumer advertising of
Lyrica. During the first nine months of 2007, the com  pany
spent $46 million on ads, compared with $33 million in
2006, according to TNS Media Intelligence. Worldwide
sales of Lyrica reached $1.8 billion in 2007, up 50 per cent
from 2006. Analysts predict sales will rise an addi tional
30 percent this year, aided by consumer advertising.

CONSUMER ALERT

Because of problems with water entering the throttl e position sensor and
freezing, American Honda Motor Co. is recalling abo ut 40,000 TRX 500
ATVs. Damage may occur if the rider forces the thr ottle lever. The throttle
could stick open, risking death or injury. Two inc idents have been reported,
according to the Honda Company, but no injuries.

This recall involves Model Year 2007 Honda TRX 500 ATVs, also known
as the Honda Foreman and Foreman Rubi-
con. The adult-size ATVs are designed for
use by riders age 16 and older. The 2007
model year ATVs are available in red, black,
blue, olive, and camouflage. The Honda
name and wing logo are printed on the fuel
tank and the model name is printed on the
side panel just below the seat. The ATVs
were sold by Honda ATV dealers nationwide
from June 2006 through December 2007 for
between $6,500 and $7,600. They were made
in the United States. Consumers should
immediately stop using these recalled ATVs
and contact any Honda ATV dealer to sched-
ule a free repair. Registered owners of the
recalled ATVs have been sent direct notice.

For additional information, contact

Honda (866) 784-1870, or visit the firm's Web site  at:

www.powersports.honda.com.

The recall is being con-
ducted in cooperation with the
U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC).
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COMMUNITY NEWS,
THINGS TO DO

Heritage Hall News

Plan to see Kody Norris’'s Homecoming on January 26 and Hee
Haw on Feb. 23. The box office at 126 College Street is open
now. You can still purchase season passes with chec k, cash, debit
or credit card by calling 423-727-7444 anytime. Ple ase leave a
message with your name and number, and a staff memb er will
return your call within 48 hours. For more detailed information
regarding the Heritage Hall schedule, check our web site,
www.heritagehalltheatre.org.

WWA/ Sierra Club to Meet

Watauga Watershed Alliance and the Watauga Group of  This
Sierra Club meet the second Tuesday of every month. Everyone
is welcome. Contact Gloria at 727-4797 or Dennis at  727-6497 for
details.

Join the Community Choir

If you like to sing, are able to read music, and en joy the blending
of voices to make beautiful music, you will want to  join our grow-
ing group of singers. Please note the change in loc ation. We are
now meeting at First United Methodist Church every Tuesday at
7 p.m., under the direction of Peter Wachs. Call 72 7-4202 for
additional information.

Amateur Radio Club

The Johnson County Amateur Radio Club meets the sec ond
Tuesday of each month at the Johnson County Emergen cy Cen-
ter, back door, 7 p.m. (next to post office). For i nformation con-
tact Frank Liberstein (W4FRL) 423-727-0333.

Humane Society Recycling Program

The Johnson County Humane Society collects printer  cartridges,
toner cartridges and digital cell phones for recycl ing. We accept
printer cartridges except for Epson brand and those that have

been previously recycled. This environmentally resp onsible fund-
raising effort supports the foster dogs and cats wh ile they await

a church or be-
ect these car-

adoption. If you work for or own a business, go to

long to a club, ask if they would allow you to coll
tridges and phones for the benefit of the animals.  Printer car-
tridges and phones may be dropped off at High Count ry Online,
873 South Shady Street or you can call 423-727-2566 for drop off
locations. The Society also collects aluminum cans for recycling

and they can be brought to the Mountain City Food L  ion collection
bin just outside the north entrance, or to an addit ional collection
bin outside Food Country’s east entrance, near Auto  Zone.

SHARE Food Program

SHARE is a non-profit, all volunteer program that o  ffers $40 to
$45 worth of foodstuffs for about $25. This is not government food
or out-dated food, but is purchased from the same d istributors that
local grocery stores use, cutting out all the middl e men; thus the
extreme savings. The packages available change each month and
range in price from $10.00 to $25.00. The packages include fresh
fruits and vegetables, staples such as potatoes, ri ce, pasta, etc., as
well as some meats (all frozen and seal-packed). Th e preview pack-
age alone can usually feed a family of four at leas t two meals. Sev-
eral other packages are available, such as chicken combos, and
steak or grill packages. These vary each month.

Payment methods: food stamps, cash, checks, or mone y orders.
There is 8.5% tax for all TN residents (food stamp purchases are
tax-free). Contact information: Vickie Bailey, 931 Moretz Rd.,
Mountain City TN 37683, 423-727-1629, 423-291-1850, Email:
nbbg1987@Ilocalnet.com

The JC/MC Community Center Activities:
Friday night music : Any bands interested in performing during the
winter months for Friday night music, please let us know.

Come in out of the cold, and enjoy an evening of ol d time Bluegrass
and country music, and the beautiful holiday décor. _Children are
welcome when accompanied by a responsible adult. Mu sic starts at
6:30 p.m.

Johnson County Baseball Camp 2008

Who: Children, ages 8-12

Where: Cunningham Park (Little League Field)

When: Monday, March 3 thru Friday, March 7

Time: 3:50 - 6:00

Coach: Nicholas Perkins

Cost: There will be no charge for the Camp, whichi s made possible
by the Leaps' Program (Lottery for Education After- School Pro-
grams), from The Tennessee State Lottery and the JC /MC Commu-
nity Center. Applications are now available at the Community
Center. For more information please contact Nichola s or any staff
member at the center, call 727-2942.

Computer lab and game room :

The center’'s computer lab and game room are open to adults from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday thru Friday, during school . Rules of con-
duct are posted in each room.

After School “Leaps” activities for Kids

. (Parents or guardians
need to sign up their
kids in order for them to
participate in these pro-
grams)

Second Harvest Kids
Café: Open Monday thru
Saturday. The schedule
is posted for all kids who
come to the center.
Martial Arts :

Thursday: 4:15 to 5:15
p.m.

Instructor: Master Chris

contd. on p. 9
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Laing

Tutoring : Tutoring is available for K-12; kids need to set  up the
time with the tutor and let them know when you can or cannot be
here.

Relative Caregivers Program : (This program is free)
Counselor: Jim Lambert.

For more information call 1-866-321-9111. This call
Coming events:

Kiwanis:

Meets the first and third Thursday at 7:30; the sec
Thursday at 12 noon.

Many thanks to our volunteer tutors, and to those ¢
organizations that help us with food and supplies f
come to the Center.

For information on room rentals for parties, or oth er special
events, call 423-727-2942 or come see us at 214 College Street.
We collect bikes, coats and donations year round fo r the Beta
Theta’s bike and coat project. If you have old bike s you would like
to donate or if you wish to make a contribution to  any of these
projects call 727-2942. The bikes are refurbished b y NECX in-
mates and given to local kids at Christmas.

is toll free.

ond and fourth

hurches and
or all kids who

We are open Monday thru Saturday from 10 a.m.to 6 p.m. unless
an event is scheduled.
Johnson County Safe Haven Observing 10th Anniversar y

Johnson County’s Safe Haven, the shelter from domes tic abuse at
311 South Church Street in Mountain City, is presen tly observing
its tenth anniversary. For ten years, they have she Itered hun-
dreds of abuse victims in a safe environment, made women aware
of their rights of protection in the courts, and he Iped women and
children to meet their goals as families and as fun ctional human
beings. AND, last but certainly not least, for ten  years they have
been offering women and children a life without fea r of abuse. If
you are aware of an abusive situation or if you'’re trying to escape
from mistreatment, call Johnson County Safe Haven's 24-hour
hotline at 423-727-1914. THERE IS NO EXCUSE FOR ABU  SE!

“Cans To Cash” Program

The ACTION Coalition/Johnson County Volunteer Cente r is part-
nering with Mountain City Builders Supply to recycl e aluminum
cans to fund youth programming in the county. Youc an drop your
aluminum cans off at Mountain City Builders Supply between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. The cans must be in bags when they
are dropped off.

For further information on the collection of alumin um cans, you
may contact Denise Woods at 727-0780 or Michael Jor dan at 727-
8281.

NAMI Meets Second Thursda vy
The Johnson City National Alliance on Mental llines
meets  the  third

Thursday of each

month at the John-

son County Emer-

gency Center, the

building in front of

the community cen-

ter (please use the

back door). Meetings

start at 7 p.m. and
refreshments  are

provided.

s (NAMI)

&

3-538-4216.
here’'s NAMI.

For more information, contact Carolyn Hawkins at 42
Someone you know has a mental iliness; that’'s why t

More Heritage Hall news

Heritage Hall passes are a great gift idea for your  loved ones. For
just $10 per pass, you can give your recipients a w onderful oppor-
tunity to broaden their cultural horizons and to su  pport our local
artists and Heritage Hall, right here in Johnson Co  unty. Season
passes, available for only $100, will provide a res erved seat
throughout 2008 to include all Heritage Hall- spons ored events
with a Saturday night seat for the Community Theatr e and JCHS
plays. Only $100 for six plays and 7-9 Heritage Hal | events could
mean a savings of over $50. These are such a bargai n, you might
want to purchase gift passes for your friends and a season pass
for yourself, and these passes can be conveniently redeemed at
the box office or at the door. Some events coming t o Heritage Hall
in ‘08 include Kody Norris's annual homecoming conc ert, and Hee
Haw, both of which are always packed. Some new program s in-

clude a barbershop group, the ETSU Bluegrass Band, and Dr.
Allen Kindt, Pianist. Of course our wonderfully tal ented Commu-
nity Theatre and JCHS drama students will also be p resenting

five plays, all of which have always been extremely  popular. What
a wonderful way to support our local organizations and enjoy
being a part of this community. Gift passes are jus t $10 each and
orders of $100 or more can be personalized with the giver’'s name.
AND, nobody has to leave town! The box office, lo cated at 126
College Street, (which will re-open on Jan. 16) is open on Thurs-

days and Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. or you may call 423-727-
7444 anytime to reserve or purchase tickets. Please leave a mes-
sage with your name and number, and a staff member  will return
your call within 48 hours. For more detailed inform  ation about
the Heritage Hall schedule, check our website:
www.heritagehalltheatre.org

Alcoholics Anonymous

Alcoholics anonymous meets each Thursday at 7 p.m. at the But-
ler Fire Hall. Call Sharon G. 768-5252 for more inf  ormation.
Higher Ground Peer Support Group

This is a social support group for those recovering from mental

illness and/or substance abuse. Meetings are held o n Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; transp ortation
provided. Call 727-8685 for more information.

Send information to Welcome Center

Organizations and parties wishing to include the We Icome Cen-
ter's phone number as a contact for further informa tion need to
send information about the event to the Welcome Cen ter so they
can pass it along to callers and/or visitors. Call  727-5800 to dis-
cuss your event, or email jewc@highcountryonline.n et.

contd. on p. 10
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Join the Garden Club

If you're interested in gardening and in garden eve nts, join the
Johnson County Garden Club. For more information ca Il 727-
1565.

Unique Boutique Open

Unique Boutique, sponsored by First United Methodis t Church,
is a thrift store with something for everyone. Loca ted at 122
Butler Lane in Mountain City, you can shop on Wedne sdays,
when the ‘open’ sign is out, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  For more

information, call Kathy Devine at 727-0604.

Monthly ACTION Coalition Meeting

ACTION Coalition’s monthly meetings are held the se cond
Monday of the month from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at th e commu-
nity center. Lunch is served for $5. If you would |  ike to find out

how you can help impact out community’s substance a buse
issues, you are invited to attend a meeting. For mo re informa-

tion, call 727-0780 or email info@jctnac.org. Meeti ngs are open
to the public.

Gifted Child Find in Johnson County

We're looking for: high intellectual potential stud ents. Defini-
tion and criteria for eligibility for gifted as def  ined by the Ten-
nessee Department of Education: a student whose int ellectual
abilities and potential for achievement are so outs tanding that
special provisions are required to meet his/her edu cational
needs is considered gifted. Eligibility for servic es as a gifted
student is based on evaluation in each of the follo wing areas:
academic achievement, creative thinking, academic p erform-
ance and cognition/intelligence. Anyone, including  parent(s),
guardian, or community professional, may refer a st udent for
screening and possible evaluation. A screening team of educa-
tional professionals considers screening informatio n, previous
evaluations, and teacher/parent input to determine  if a compre-
hensive evaluation is needed. The teams’ decision i s based on
multiple data sources. An assessment team will dete rmine the
types of assessment needed. All procedural safeguar ds are fol-
lowed to ensure evaluation procedures are nondiscri minatory.
For more information, contact the Johnson County Sp ecial
Education Office at 423-727-2640.

Al_Anon Meets
Al-Anon meetings Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at the Action  Coalition
Bldg., East Main St., Mtn. City. Call 727-1629 for more info.

Open Heart, Open Mind First United Methodist
Church

First United Methodist Church, 128 N. Church St., h as an open
heart, an open mind, and an open door for all to co me in and be
welcomed by a gracious and friendly church family. We have a
traditional service with strong preaching, children ’s church,

and an exceptional music program. One of our major areas of

WMCT Radio features
B.A.D. Idea News coverage of city council and
county commission meetings
the day after they are held.
Be sure to listen to
1390 AM Radio WMCT

concern is local missions to which we donate, along with member
contributions, the earnings from our Unique Boutigu e, located
behind the church on Butler Street. Each Sunday mor ning Coffee
begins at 9:30; Sunday School at 10:00; and Morning Worship at
11:00.

Democratic Women to Meet

The Democratic Women of Johnson County will have th eir first
meeting for ‘08 on Saturday, January 19 at the Comm unity Cen-
ter. If you are a Democrat and a woman, please plan to attend and
become a part of this organization. For more inform ation, call
President Wanda Payne, 727-1054. You can also visit our website
at :www.johnsoncountydemocraticwomen.blogspot.com/ or email us
at democraticwjc@gmail.com.

Historical Society to Meet

The Johnson County Historical Society will meet Jan  uary 20. 2008
at 2 p.m. at the Johnson County Welcome Center lowe r level. Offi-
cers for 2008 will be installed. Please make plans to attend and
join this hard working group. For further informati on, please call
Bill Terrill at 727-9320.

Tennessee Sunrise Quilt Guild

The Tennessee Sunrise Quilt Guild will meet Saturda y January 19
at 9:30 am at the First United Methodist Church fel  lowship hall.
Committees will be appointed. Please contact Presid ent Karin Bell
for further information at 727-9134.

Rotary Club Meets Each Monday

The Mountain City chapter of Rotary International, a service or-
ganization with both local and international projec  ts, meets Mon-
day evenings at 5:30 p.m. at the Welcome Center. Fo r more infor-
mation, contact club president Scott Teague.

Crossroads Medical Mission

Crossroads Medical Mission is held the first Thursd
month at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church from 9a.m.  to 2 p.m. This
is a mobile medical and Christian mission, providin g healthcare to
those in need, including evaluation and management of common
diseases and injuries. They perform urgent care, sc reenings, minor
surgery, patient education, referrals, pharmacy and labs. This is
done without regard to one’s ability to pay, althou gh they will ac-
cept donations. This service is open to the public , and is sponsored
by the First United Methodist Church.

ay of each

Johnson County Hikers

Hey hiker ... are you missing our summer walks as much  as | am?
Then plan to join us on Saturday, January 26, for a n instant re-
play of one of our favorite trails. We'll meet att he parking lot on
the SW corner of 421 and Main St. at 8:34 a.m. and leave at 9 a.m.
sharp. Our destination will be the Moses Cone Mansi  on of the Blue
Ridge Parkway. We’'ll hike one of the carriage trail s down to Bass
Lake, an easy five miles. This hike will be automat ically cancelled
if 1) there has been an overnight ice storm or 2) t he temperature is
10° or lower. Bring water and a snack and after the  walk, we’ll go
out for a light lunch in Boone on the way home. Hik e leader Carol
Camp.

Community Theatre holding tryouts

Johnson County Community Theatre is holding tryouts for “Steel
Magnolias” on Tuesday, Jan. 22 at 6:30 p.m. at Heri tage Hall. The
production dates are Mar. 8, 9, 14 and 15. Anyone i nterested
please attend. Contact Michael Eggers, 727-5472 or Judy Walsh,
727-8522 for more information.



~ Computer Advice ~

TIPS TO KEEP YOUR COMPUTER RUNNING

SMOOTHLY And the biggest culprit for slow-downs is spyware. |

strongly suggest that you install and run weekly multi-

ple spyware removal programs. | use Spybot Search and
Destroy, and AdAware Free; both programs are free.
Both programs are excellent, and if kept updated and
run according to instructions, will assist in keepin g your
computer free of malware. Also, SpyWare Blaster from
Java Cool, another free utility, can be installed and will
prevent a large percentage of spyware from ever being
installed on your system. It will need to be kept updated
also.

I am building a website that will be dedicated to offer-
ing advice on computer problems. There is a forum to
post questions to, Computer Talk, and | will answer the
guestions as fast as | can. The site is still under con-
struction, but questions or discussions may be posted to
the forum even during construction. Here is the URL:

http://www.freewebs.com/tealcat/index.htm

Get in the habit of running defrag. Run it at least
once a month. Over time, large files can become frag-
mented, and cause Windows to slow down during the
search for all parts of a program or file.

Get a good registry editor, and run it to remove prob-
lem entries in the registry. The registry can become
bloated with entries that are no longer valid, and this
is another slow-down for windows. Run the editor at
least two times, because the first repair can, and usu-
ally does, cause other invalid entries.

Another cause of slow-downs is failing hard drives. If
you suspect that this is causing your machine to slow
down, then run either scandisk or chkdsk, depending
on your operating system. If using chkdsk, click the
run command, enter (without the quotes) "chkdsk/f".
Your OS will tell you that it can't autofix at the mo-
ment, and ask if you want to schedule chkdsk to run
on the next boot-up. Type "y", hit enter, and then re-
boot. If an inordinate number of bad clusters are found
and repaired, then you should plan to purchase a new
drive soon.

Your installed RAM can also slow down your system.
If your RAM is overheating, it can cause slow-downs,
and random blue screens. If you are getting the blue
screens, then this is almost certainly caused by RAM
either going bad or overheating. For overheating, pur-
chase and install an extra cooling fan. If the RAM is
going bad, then your only option is to replace it. There
are free utilities on the net that can test RAM if you
think it might be going bad.

tealcat@gmail.com
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MY 2 ¢ ...

STOVE REPAIR

By Marci Nielsen

Tuesday evening, suppertime:

| turn on my gas oven for the first time in several weeks
to heat up a quiche (tomatoes, spinach, extra cheese).

Ten minutes later:

A dreadful aroma permeates my kitchen. I'm pretty sure
it's not propane. | run, gasping and clutching at my
throat, to open some windows and turn on some fans. How
delightful that it's the middle of winter. Eventually I' m

able to eat the quiche, which seems untainted (I'm  really
hungry). The air is frigid, but beginning to clear.

Wednesday, midday:

I remove the bottom front of my oven. | remove the
broiler drawer. | peer with a flashlight into all crevic es,
front, rear, inside and out. There's a tiny, telltale, ci  rcular

hole in the oven insulation. | lose all courage and call the
gas company.

Phone conversation:

"Hello, this is Duane. Can | help ya?"

"Yes, Duane, | need help. Something has died in my
oven walls."

Long pause.

"Duane?... Uhm, Duane? Are you there?"

"This'll cost ya double, ma'am."

"Fine, Duane, I'm desperate."

"Uhhhh... Can't git out ‘fore tomorrow."

"Il be waiting, Duane."

Thursday morning, first cup of coffee:

Duane arrives, hoping this is a joke. He's already upset
from negotiating the half-mile logging road that poses as
my driveway.

He tentatively investigates the oven interior. No com-
ment. He removes the top and sides of the stove. There's
a burst of acrid, nauseating aroma. Duane runs for the
front porch railing. | bring cotton balls to plug up ou  r nos-
trils. We regroup and approach the stove with caution.

Success of sorts:

We find seven tiny mouse bodies, three unidenti-
fied pieces/parts, and a cup of stashed kitty food. We gin -
gerly remove bodies, parts, and stash. The insulation
looks pretty nasty, so we remove it, too.

Then, against all odds, out waddles a live mouse, preg-
nant to the eyeballs, or at least very, very overweight.

Duane hollers, "Git that sucker! Kill it! Kill it!"

| grab some barbeque tongs and capture her by the tail
on the first try (she is slow in her delicate condition).

"Kill it! Kill it" Duane is adamant now.

"I can't, Duane. I'll just toss her into the woods."
Don't you dare throw it near my truck!" he orders.
"Right, Duane."

| toss her straight into Duane's truck---no, just kiddi ng---
into the woods, and probably give her a miscarriage, bless
her heart. | feel pretty guilty.

Back in the house Duane is muttering and shaking his
head in front of the stove. He cleans its inside walls and
installs new insulation. He reassembles the stove, with
only one screw left over, and turns on the
oven. Mmmm. Familiar, pungent aroma. More cotton
balls. This is ruining my day.

"Just leave her heat awhile.
without much conviction.

He takes his check and leaves in a hurry. | burn it of
a couple of hours with little improvement.

| remember with regret that we didn't remove the back of
the stove ("She'll fall apart, dang sure."). Heaven only
knows what's still lurking in there.

It'l burn off," Duane says

f for

~ In My Opinion ~

Voting is a Privilege and Responsibility

Dear Editor:

In this important election year, | want to remind every-
one that voting is not only a right, it is a privlege an d a
responsibility. On February 5, Tennesseans will vote in
the presidential primary, and we all need to rise to the
occasion and become informed about each of the candi-
dates before we make a decision.

One way to become civically engaged is to follow the
election closely in the media. Another is to research any
emailed information we receive to determine if it is
“disinformation” published by irresponsible politicos. For
example, if you receive one of those “too bad to be true”
emails like the ones circulating that Obama is a radic  al

Muslim; he refused to take his oath of office on the Bible,
or he won't say the pledge to the flag, or that McCain “told
all” to his interrogators as a POW. Go to snopes.comand

type in Obama or McCain. The truth will appear, andth  at’s
what we all are looking for — the truth.
As Anna Quindlen pointed out in a recent Newsweek arti-

cle, “An informed electorate is a responsible electorate with
whom negativity and slick slogans just won't play.” If  we all
do our homework, the voters will be the winners.

If we want the best leaders, we need to make sure we
choose those whose priorities are realistic. With record
budget deficits, record mortgage foreclosures, and record

contd. on p. 15
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1st, 68552/ Speeding, 68552-B/ Fin
Resp

John A Hicks , Pro Se, 66580/ DORL/
To Have DL

Garet Wes Howard , 62974-V, 62976-
V/ Violation Probation/ Hart

Randall S Howard , 67706/ DUI 1st,
67707/ Open Container, 67708/ Driving
Left of Center

Christopher A Johnson , 67777/
Driving w/o DL/ TO HAVE DL, 67778/
Poss Sch VI, 67779/ Poss Drug Para,
67780/ Convicted Felon Going Armed
Matthew J Johnson , 68207/ DL Viol/
TO HAVE DL, 68207-B/ Traffic Control
Device/ TO PLEAD

Robert H Johnson , 68144/ Worthless
Check/ Ridge Loan & Tax, 68145/ FTA
Deborah Lucille Keene , 68399/ DUI
1st

Blu Namath Key, 68455/ DOSL 2nd,
68456/ Speeding, 67549/ DL Viol,
67549-B/ Following too Close

Michael W Lewis , T/B Disposed Of,
67696/ DUI 1st

Nancy J Lewis , 68676/ DUI 1st,
68677/ VICL, 68679/ Poss Sch IV,
68680/ Poss Sch Ill, 68678/ DOSL,
68681-A/ Reg Viol, 68681-B/ Open Title
Daniel T Lockard , 67191/ DUI 2nd,
67192/ Reckless Driving, 67193/ Viola-
tion Implied Consent, 67190/ Seatbelt,
67190-B/ Fin Resp

Renee Mains , 68243/ Solicitation/
Sandra Duncan

Sidney K Mains , 68244/ Solicitation
to Commit Arson/ Sandra Duncan,
68245/ Disorderly Conduct/ Jerry Dun-
can

Janie L Mann , TBI CERT & JUD
DIV, 67007/ PI, 67008/ Disorderly Con-
duct, 68203/ DV

Christopher S Mauck , 68198/ DL
Violation/ TO HAVE CORRECT ADD
Gregory Ray McCoy Dunn , 64436/
Assault as DV/ SEE ORDER, 63785/
Assault as DV/ SEE ORDER

Sherri Y Moody , 66642/ DUI 1st,
66643/ Poss Sch Il Meth, 6644/ Poss
Sch VI, 66645/ Poss Drug Para, 66646/
Driving Left of Center

Adrian G Moreno, 68687/ DUI 1st
James Allen Moretz , 67344/ DOSL,
65166/ Poss Drug Para, 65165/ DOSL
14th, 65167/ Traffic Control Device,
63560-V/ 63013-V/ 63019-A & B- V/
Violation Probation/ Emily Fletcher
Teresa Moretz , FOR TBI CERT & PT
DIVERSION, 67679/ Worthless Checks
(2 Counts)/ Mtn City Rx

William Dewight Murray , 67586-B/
Fin Resp/ TO HAVE INS, 67541/ DOSL
1st/ TO HAVE DL

Ronald D Nicholson, FOR TRIAL,
PRO SE, 68310/ Speeding

Gary J Norris , 68477/ Telephone Har-
assment/ Robert A Olen Jr, 68476/ FTA
Melissa Jane Oaks , Pro Se, 65439/
No DL / TO HAVE DL

Robert A Olen Jr, 67533/ Domestic
Assault x's 2, 68387/ Agg Assault,
68388/ Violation OP, 67920/ Violation
OP/ Kimberly A Olen

Crystal M Osborne , 67767/ Agg Child
Abuse and Neglect, 67768/ Child Abuse
and Neglect

James C Osborne , 66996/ DUI 1st,
66997/ Reckless Driving, 68217/ Fin
Resp, 68217/ Failure to Maintain Lane
James Edward Osborne , 67992/
DORL/ Compliance, 67991/ Speeding/
Pymt Compliance, 67992/ No DI In
Poss / Pymt Compliance

Virgil N Osborne , FOR TRIAL, PRO
SE, 67414/ Dogs at Large/ Mark

Triplett

Timothy Douglas Parker
Reg Viol/ To Have Reg
Michelle G Perry , 67411/ Driving on
Cancelled DL/ TO HAVE DL

Robert Glenn Phillippi , 68414/ DUI
1st, 68415/ VICL, 68416/ DORL 1st,
68417/ Simple Poss Sch IV

Kevin A Phillips , 68216/ DOSL,
66903/ DOSL/ TO HAVE DL, 68241/
DOSL/ TO HAVE DL, 68240/ TRAFFIC
CONTROL DEVICE, 68240-B/ FIN
RESP/ TO HAVE INS
Jonathan Chad Reece
passing by Motor Vehicle
Michael Glenn Rich , 63823/ Vandal-
ism/ RESTITUTION PD/ COMPLI-
ANCE ON CC, 63824/ Assault/ CC TO
THE STATE OF TN

Andrew T Roark , PRO SE, 68169/
Speeding/ COMPLIANCE

Eric D Roark , FOR TBI CERT & JUD
DIV, 67939/ PI, 67940/ Simple Poss Sch
VI, 67941/ Poss Drug Para

Michael D Shaver, FOR TBI CERT &
PT DIVERSION, 67879/ Speeding
Kevin M Shiling , 67784/ DOSL 2nd

, 68524/

, 68675/ Tres-

Audrey Florence Shutt , 68419/ Cru-
elty to Animals @ 3 counts
Howard Steven Shutt , 68420/ Cru-

elty to Animals @ 3 counts, 67953/ Agg

Assault as DV, 67954/ Reckless Endan-
germent

Timothy Lewis Smith , 68549/ Im-
proper Display, 68549-B/ Fin Resp,
68549-C/ Removal of Tag

Larry J Snyder , 68530/ Disorderly
Conduct, 68531/ Pl, NEW CHARGE
NO ATTNY APP, 68739/ Assault as DV
Roxanne Snyder , 68333/ Assault as
DV

Lucinda Patricia Sprague
DOSL68638/ Light Law
Michael R Stanley , 67675/ DUI 1st,
67676/ VICL

Joshua Michael Stevens , 67996/
DORL 2nd/ TO HAVE DL, 67995/ Reg
Display/ TO HAVE REG, 67995-B/ No
Rear Bumper/ TO HAVE VEH W/
BUMPER

Charlton L Stokes , 67015/ Reckless
Driving/ TBI CERT & JUD DIV, 67016/
Unlawful Carrying of a Weapon

Michael Lee Stout , 66007-A/ Reckless
Driving/ See Order/ t/b dismissed if nft/
def not appear, 66007-B/ improper
Passing/ See Order/ t/b dismissed if nft/
def not appear

, 68639/

Tiffiessa Jean Taylor , 68688/ Agg
Assault as DV

Sandra D Terrill , 68669/ Assault as
DV

Randy Wayne Trivette  , 68702/

DOSL, 68701-A/ Speeding, 68701-B/
Improper Passing

Curtis B Wade , 67774/ DORL 4th
Jesse Drew Wallace , 68422/ DUI 1st,
65249-V/ 65248-V/ Violation Probation/
Hart

William T Ward , 65878/ Assault/ SEE
ORDER
Chad A Wilbur , 68187/ Muffler Law/

TO HAVE FIXED, 68187-B/ Reg Viol/
TO HAVE REG, 68187-C/ Fin Resp/ TO
HAVE INS

Rhonda Sue Williams , 67942/ As-
sault as DV, 68257/ Criminal Trespass
Jared Dutton Wills , 68640/ DUI,
68641/ Simple Poss Sch VI, 68642/
Traffic Control Device

Keith M Wright , 68674/ Trespass by
Motor Vehicle
Jamie Lee Fletcher
oP

, 68839/ Violation

contd. on p. 14
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William A Greene, 64268-V/ 64298-
V/63266-V/ Violation Probation/ Hart

Criminal Court Docket for Friday,
Jan. 25, 2008

4923, Michael Kevin Allen , set
trial date, first available week Jan.
2008; Vehicular Homicide, Leaving
Scene of Accident Involving Death,
Speeding 123/55, Violation Registra-
tion Law @2 cts, Violation Seatbelt,
Viol. No Ins., Reckless Driving

5137, Nicole Diane Arney , PDL;
Aggd. DUI, Reckless Endangerment
5138, Raymond Wm. Armey,  PDL,
Aggd. DUI, DOSL, Viol. Light Law,
Reckless Endangerment

5164, Evan Carlton Bailey  , PDL;
DUI, DL Viol., Light Law, Driving

Left of Center

5064, Michael Scott Boone , Arr.;
Hindering Secured Creditor
5023, James Lee Canter , Trial 01-

24-08; Felony Reckless Endanger-
ment @ 2 cts., Unlawful Poss.
Weapon, Felony Evading @ 2 cts., No
Ins., Wrong Tag, No Seatbelt, DOSL
5011, Anthony Todd Dunn  , Set
Restitution; DUI

4696, Samuel David Ellison Jr. ,
Judge recalls paymt. status; Resist-
ing Arrest, Giving False Info.

5034, Samuel David Ellison Jr. ,
PDL; Aggd. Assault on Officer @2
cts., Evading Arrest by Motor Veh.,
Reckless Endangerment, Stalking,
Aggd. Criminal Trespass, Simp. Poss.
Sch. 1l

5152, Samuel David Ellison Jr. ,
PDL; Aggd. Burglary, Assault
5167B, Linda Sue Farmer
Poss. Drugs in Penal Facility

, Arr.;

5087, Billy Wayne Fletcher , PDL;
DORL Fourth
5088, Billy Wayne Fletcher , PDL;

DUI, VICL, DORL, Unlawful Poss.
Firearm @2 cts.

4805, Wm. Brandon Fritts  , to plea,
to check crim. history; DUI Second,
Leaving Scene of Accident, Reckless
Endangerment, Resisting Arrest,
Reckless Driving, Seatbelt, Speeding
71/55, Improper Passing, Simp. Poss.
Sch. VI, Poss. Drug Para.

5095, Brad Garland , PDL, Init.
Process to Manuf. Meth., Promoting
Mfg. Meth, Evading Arrest by Veh.,

Unlawful Poss. Weapon, Poss. Drug
Para., Poss. Sch. Il w/Intent
Sale/Deliver, Aggd. Child Abuse &
Neglect

4676, Donnie J. Garland , Jud. Di-
version Consideration; Assault @2
cts.

5089, Joshua Brian Gilley  , Status;
Theft over $500, Worthless Checks
over $500 (this charge t/b dismissed

if PIF)

5012, Marilyn B. Good,  Trial 01-24-
08; DUI First

4697, Gary Lee Greer , PDL; Aggd.

Burglary, Asslt. Charged as DV,
Driving w/o DL, Simple Asslt., Van-
dalism over $1,000, Theft over $1,000
4765, Gary Lee Greer , PDL; Rape,
Criminal Trespass

5028, Mark Shannon Hamby
PDL; Intro. Contraband into Penal
5132, Joey Lee Hamm , Arr.; Ve-
hicular Homicide, Speeding 47/15,
Failure to Maintain Control, Viol.
Seatbelt Law

5128, Donald Ray Jones , PDL; DUI
Third
5008, Freddie D. Lunceford , Trial

01-23-08; Aggd. DUI, DORL, Seatbelt
Law, Viol. Financial Respons., Driv-
ing Left of Center

5139, Don W. Matheson
Second

5058, Johnny Bynun Moore , PDL;
Initiate Process to Mfg. Meth, Poss.
Drug Para., Promoting Mfg. Meth
4849, Gary Michael Obrien , PDL;
Sexual Battery by Authority Figure
5162, Brandon Kyter Osborne ,
Theft under $500, Forgery under
$500, Poss. Drug Para.

3821, James Chester Osborne
VOP Second; Sale Sch. Il

, Arr.; DUI

5100, James Terrell Polk  , Arr.;
Poss. Contraband in Penal Facility
5109, Edward Scarbrough , Trial
01-23-08; Poss. Drugs in Penal, Poss.
Sch. IV w/Intent to Sale/Deliver
4377, Billy Joe Smith , Hearing;
Post Conviction (Carter & Unicoi
Counties)

4378, Billy Joe Smith , Hearing;
Post Conviction (Carter & Unicoi
Counties)

4285, Terry Snead, Hearing; Post
Conviction (Carter & Unicoi Coun-
ties)

4304, Terry Snead , Hearing; Post
Conviction (Carter & Unicoi Coun-
ties)

4577, Bradford W. Tester , VOP
Second; Poss. Sch. Il w/intent to Sale
@3 cts., Manuf. Sch. Il, Poss. Sch. IV
w/Intent to Sale/Deliver Sch. Il

4584, Bradford W. Tester , VOP
Second; Poss. Sch. Il w/Intent to
Sale, Manuf. Sch. Il, Poss. Sch. lI
4928, Bradford W. Tester , VOP
Second; Manuf. Meth.

5161, Jeremy Wayne Tressler
PDL; Evading Arrest by Motor Veh.,
Reckless Driving, Driving Left of
Center, Failure to Maintain Control
Motor Veh.

5118, Chad Joseph Whitson, PDL;
Driving While a Habitual Motor Of-
fender, Theft of Gasoline

5143, Chad Joseph Whitson,  Arr.;
Failure to Appear

3928, Robert Earl Williams , VOP
Second; Poss. Contraband in Penal
Facility

5053, Timothy Lynn Wilson , Mo-
tion/Petition; Poss. Sch. Il for Resale
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Mountain City Today from p. 4

cited about the potential. As Ben Franklin says: Without
continual growth and progress, such words as improve-
ment, achievement, and success have no meaning.

Ben also said: When you're finished changing you're
finished.

Mountain City is far from being finished. Personally, |
am continuously communicating with business leaders
across the country in efforts to attract and retain busi -
ness from the municipal aspect of generating sales tax
dollars to help fund city-sponsored projects while allevia  t-
ing the load of debt from the property owner in the form

Opinion from p. 12

bankruptcies, along with skyrocketing gas prices and
health care costs, and the increasingly uncertain job ma  r-
ket, people aren't just worried about the future, they're
worried about this month’s bills.  Perhaps these economic
problems should be prioritized over the more elusive
goals of eliminating gay marriage and guns.

The challenges we are facing as a nation require action,
and we need to choose the leaders who will create attain-
able solutions for our prevailing problems.

Sincerely yours,
Wanda Payne

Ten Dead, Three Survive

Mia, Onyx, and Normie were three dogs of 10 that sur-
vived starvation abuse from an animal hoarder.

The HSUS defines an animal hoarder as a person who
has more animals than he or she can properly care for.
Another defining characteristic is the hoarder's denial of
his inability to care for the animals and his failure t o]
grasp the impact his neglect has on the animals, the

of property taxes.

On a final note, Mr. Franklin had the words that we en-
dorse: If a man empties his purse into his head, no man
can take it away from him.

An investment in knowledge always pays the best inter-
est. | feel that for 2008 the city will invest in severa | not-
for-profit organizations that provide important benefits and
knowledge to this community. Included are: Senior Citi-
zens Center, Heritage Hall, Welcome Center, Library,
Chamber of Commerce, Safe Haven, and EMS. Next week,
I hope to have a citywide preliminary calendar of scheduled
events for 2008 so that you can begin making plans for s up-
porting local activities here in the city.

household, and the human occupants of the dwelling.

Mia, a small five-year-old 25-pound mixed breed dog, was
found under a doghouse in a hole or “den” in the kennel
area she shared with her companion, a skeleton of a larger
dog. She had had puppies. Mia feared humans.

Normie, an eight-year-old rottweiler-german shepherd
mix, was blind and had kidney problems. He was kenneled
with Onyx, a year old black lab-german shepherd mix tha t
was Normie’s “seeing eye” dog.

When they were rescued, they were placed in a foster
home until the courts could decide about the woman'’s fate.
When she was charged with animal cruelty, the dogs were
released and placed in a permanent home.

Normie lived in a kennel with Onyx at this new home.
She helped him find his food and kept him company. They
are fed, cared for, walked and loved. Normie had to be put
to sleep after four and a half years of good care and Onyx
now lives in the house with the rest of the house pack.

Mia has her own pack now. She still does not trust hu -
mans, but she is becoming more like a dog everyday.

Carol Stewart
Johnson County Humane Society Volunteer

contd. on p. 16



Opinion from p. 15

Wants more detail, more information
Dear Editor:

| was gratified to see Wanda Payne'’s article “Whatever
happened to ...” provide some follow-up on all those ear-
lier stories about dangerous people in Johnson
County. Gratified, but not satisfied.

The follow-up was too sketchy—superficial even—
befitting a reluctantly issued press release rather than
the work of journalists. Okay, so Claude Snyder “has been
bound over to criminal court and awaits trial.” It's sort of
comforting, | guess, to know that he’s been “bound over”,
but larger questions remain unaddressed. How can this
case have kicked around for almost two years without
even a trial? Wasn't Jerry Anderson’s case fully disposed
of in less time (not to mention fully reported on)? Who has
been dragging his feet? The DA? The criminal court
judge? The defense lawyer? Snyder himself? And why has
the case received so little press coverage in our little
county?

Shaw’s family “stipulated there be no criminal charges
in this case, and none have been filed” ??? Since when
does the state let the victim’s family “stipulate” that no
charges be filed in a case of manslaughter? C'mon, Local
Press. Who are the elected officials who made the decision
not to file charges and prosecute? As Wanda'’s piece noted,
“Johnson County residents want to know”.

Phillips, the self-appointed remodeler of city hall, “wa s
charged with 'due care’ and issued a ticket for having no
insurance and failure to maintain control.” | can show
“due care”; | can take “due care.” But how can | be
“charged” with due care? A ticket? That's the extent of th e
penalty around here for wrecking a public building? No
insurance? Does that mean the city’s insurance paid for
the repairs? Or did the taxpayers pay for them? Is Phil -
lips still driving around? Uninsured? “Johnson County
residents want to know.”

Last, | find the Parker case every bit as disturbing as
the Shaw killing. So far, based on press accounts, we
know the perp was speeding, wasn’'t wearing his seat belt,
and hadn'’t ensured that his passengers were wearing
theirs. If these accounts are true, a kid is dead as the di -
rect result of Parker’s violations of speeding and seat bel t
laws. Wanda wrote, “At this point, no information regard-
ing charges is being released, based on the age of the
driver.” At what point WILL information be released?

This suppression of information smells.

It would be bad enough if the original reports and media
accounts had withheld the names of the minors involved.
Then the follow-up stories could have continued along the
line of “The driver, whose name isn’t being released be-
cause he’s a minor, has been
charged/prosecuted/convicted/sentenced for vehicular
manslaughter” or whatever. But, if the story names
names when the incident happens, then there’s no good

excuse for suppressing the follow-up stories “based on the
age of the driver”.

Is this how things are in this county and state? As lon g as
it's an "accident”, you can kill your friends and either ~ skate
or have your punishment kept private? Is this how our local
press sees itself, as a community bulletin board rath  er than
as a news outlet? A handy channel for government to dis-
tribute its announcements and sound bites?

Yes, “Johnson County residents want to know.” Not be-
cause of base curiosity, but because we need to know, come
election time, what our elected law enforcement and judicial

system officials have been doing. Or not doing.
C’mon, Local Press, you can do better.

Terry Wintroub
Mountain City

What happened on Jan. 21 ...

1799 - Edward Jenner's smallpox vaccination is introduced

1827 - Freedom Journal , the first Black paper, begins pub-
lishing.

1880 - First US sewage disposal system (besides storm
drains), Memphis, TN

1903 - "Wizard of Oz" premieres in New York City

1908 - NYC regulation makes it illegal for a woman to
smoke in public.

1941 - Folk singer Richie Havens (Here Comes the Sun)
born in Brooklyn, NY

1986 - 100 participate in Nude Olympics race in 38° F ( 3° C)
Indiana

FREELANCE WRITERS NEEDED

In order to grow,
B.A.D. Idea News needs
freelance writers.
Writers should be able to submit two or more
stories per month for publication.
Must have good command of English
and sentence structure, punctuation, etc.

Contact editor at badidea_news@embargmail.com
or call 423.727.1438
for more information




Kody Norris to appear at Heritage Hall Jan. 26
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2008 Johnson County Directory photo competition win ners

Winners in the 2008 Johnson County Directory photo the Tomahawk and B.A.D. Idea News as well as on WMCT

competition are as follows; radio and Mountain City Weather Center online from Sep-
Cover photo and winner of $100: Dennis Shekinah of tember thru December of 2007.

Neva All of the winners will be using all or part of their wi n-
Butler photo and winner of $50: Marilyn Good of Butler nings to advertise in the 2008 Johnson County Directory.
Laurel Bloomery and Shady Valley photos and winner of For more information contact:

$100: Annlynn Ward of Mountain City JC Directory
Trade photo and winner of $50: Ollie Phipps of Trade PO Box 613
No winner was named for the Mountain City photo as Mountain City, TN 37683

none of the photos entered qualified, according to rules lai d 423-727-5878
out for the competition. The competition was advertisedi n jcdirectory@gmail.com

Shady Valley winner
By Annlynne Ward

Cover winner

By Dennis Shekinah
y ! ! Laurel Bloomery winner

By Annlynne Ward

Trade winner
By Ollie Phipps

Butler winner
By Marilyn Good



~ BUSINESS NEWS ~

This year Classic Memories will expand its in-
ventory of locally made, quality, solid wood furni-
ture. For example, in-house now are lodge slab
dining tables, benches, coffee tables, a cherry two-
drawer sofa table/entry desk, occasional ta-
bles, and a leaf motif carved mantle. Owner, Glo-
ria Griffith pointed out, “These pieces have sev-
eral things in common, attention to detail, artisan
workmanship and finishing touches that make
them ‘proud to own'.”

Constantly selecting items from local woodwork-
ers, the Classic Memories product mix will always
be changing. Vintage wooden bowls, benches,
stools and trunks are on hand to accent display
spaces featuring larger furniture as well as other
unique vintage or antique accessories. “Solid
wood furniture is not easy to locate in this era of
mass production,” Griffith said. “Classic Memo-
ries seeks furniture that highlights the beauty of
natural wood and is made well. Never knowing
what will turn up next is a large part of the enjoy-

WANT TO SEE
YOUR BUSINESS
FEATURED IN
B.A.D. IDEA

NEWS?

Send an article and
photo to:

badidea_news
@embargmail.com

We Appreciate
Your Business!

ment of hunting, gathering and showcasing furni-
ture.”

In 2001 Classic Memories opened for business at
5907 Hwy. 421, which is five miles south of down-
town Mountain City, TN. At that time, antique fur-
niture and vintage collectables was a Classic
Memories merchandise mainstay.

“After six years listening to customers’ home fur-
nishing wishes,” Griffith said, “I have come to the
conclusion discerning folks want the look, patina
and quality workmanship of the past with a fresh,
bright and clean feel. Those customers need furni-
ture to be functional with design, layout and life-
styles.”

The second home market seems to be taking on a
life of its own here in the Southern Appalachian
Mountains and Classic Memories plans to capture
that interest by offering lodge style, artisan made,
furniture choices.

On special days, visitors to Classic Memories will
be invited to watch wood masters produce their art
and see what it takes to make furniture the tradi-
tional way with dove tails, mortise and tendon join-
ery, and the sounds of lathe turnings and chisels.



These are dia-
grams indicating
the proposed
indoor renova-
tions.

(Hint: choose
200% view to see
all diagrams
more closely)



Northeast State educational opportunities

Go online today and apply for one of the dozens of aca-
demic scholarship opportunities available through North-
east State Technical Community College.

March 1 is the deadline to file an application for any
scholarship administered by Northeast State that is
awarded during the 2008-2009 academic year that begins
in August. Scholarship applicants must also complet e the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online
at www.fafsa.ed.gov by March 1.

Scholarships administered through Northeast State
include the Academic Work Scholarship, Educational Ac-
cess and Diversity Scholarship, and scholarships offered
through the Northeast State Foundation. The college
awards scholarships to qualifying applicants following a
competitive review process. Scholarships typically cover a
portion of tuition costs for a full academic year for a  full-
time student working toward an associate degree or cer-
tificate.

An applicant should meet the stipulations set forth in
each scholarship. The scholarship application qualifies a
student only for a Northeast State scholarship. The appli-
cation does not qualify a student for other sources of state
or federal financial aid. For a listing of available sch  olar-
ships, visit the college’s Web site:

www.northeaststate.edu

For more information, contact Greg Walters at
423.354.5120 or Megan Horn at 423.279.7637.

Northeast State at Mountain City spring semester
class schedule

Johnson County residents can save gas money for the fun
trips by taking college courses offered at Northeast State  at
Mountain City this spring.

Open registration began Jan. 9, 2008 for spring enroll-
ment. Currently enrolled Northeast State students can sign
up now for classes at Mountain City through the NORSTAR
online registration system. Northeast State at Mountain
City site will offer the following classes this spring:

Technology in Culture 3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., Wednesday;

General Psychology 6 — 9 p.m., Monday;

Speech Communication 6 — 9 p.m., Tuesday.

All three classes satisfy state general education core re-
guirements designed to transfer to other institutions in-
cluding East Tennessee State University. Spring classes
began Thursday, Jan. 17.

Northeast State at Mountain City opened last spring
making college level courses available for Johnson County
residents looking to earn a college degree or certificate. The
site offers classes taught through interactive television s  i-
mulcast of courses taught in classrooms of the Northeast
State at Elizabethton site.

Students can apply for admission online at the Northeast
State website, www.northeaststate.edu. Fall admission ap -
plications can also be submitted online or in person at the
college’s main campus, located at 2425 Highway 75, Bloun t-
ville, adjacent to Tri-Cities Regional Airport.

To register or to learn more Northeast State at Mountain
City contact the college’s division of Evening and Distance
Education at 423.323.0221, e-mail evedist-
edu@northeaststate.edu, or contact Ms. Billie Blevin at
423.727.5223.
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