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B.A.D. IDEA NEWS ™   
… another news source for Johnson County                 

Merr iam  Webs te r :   b ad ,  b ad · de r ,  b ad· des t ( as  s lang)   a :   good ,  g rea t     b :   t ough ,  mean  
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~ FARMERS STATE BANK ~  

~ FAMILY PRESCRIPTION CENTER AND SODA SHOPPE ~ 
~ HERITAGE HALL ~ JOHNSON COUNTY BANK ~  
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COMPUTER ADVICE 
by tealcat 

See page 11 
*********** 

 
“IN YOUR OPINION”  
Please send submis-

sions to 
badidea_news 

@embarqmail.com 
See page 12 
********** 

 
COURT DOCKET  

See page 7 
*********** 

 
CLASSIFIEDS 

SEND 
INFORMATION TO 

badidea_news 
@embarqmail.com 

See page 8 
*********** 

 
THINGS TO DO 

See page 8 
*********** 

 
“MY 2¢”  

See page 12 
*********** 

 
BILL’S WEATHER 

See page 11 
*********** 

 
OF CABBAGES, 

KINGS AND MANY 
THINGS 

See page  10 
*********** 

 
WHAT HAPPENED ON 

THIS DATE 
See page 14 
*********** 

 
OBITUARIES 
See page 15 
*********** 

City police to assist 
with roadblocks 

The Town of Mountain City’s Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen met at city hall 
on Tuesday evening for their February 
session. 

During the oral communications seg-
ment of the meeting, ACTION Coali-
tion spokesperson Angela Harwood 
requested permission for off-duty city 
police officers, using their patrol cars, 
to assist with sobriety checkpoints that 
will be held outside city limits. Off-duty 
deputies from the sheriff’s department 
will be participating in the event. 

“This is a strategy we are using to 
help reduce underage drinking,” said 
Harwood. “We have grants that will 
cover the officers’ salaries during these 
checkpoints, and have already pur-

A single-vehicle accident on Big Dry Run Road last 
Sunday, Feb. 3, resulted in charges being brought 
against the driver and occupants, according to a report 
filed by Johnson County Sheriff’s Department. 

Stephen Todd Cross, 21, with an address in Johnson 
City, was driving east on Big Dry Run Rd. and lost con -
trol of the vehicle when negotiating a curve. The car 
traveled up a small embankment, overturned, and came 
to rest on the driver’s side. 

Cross was charged with reckless driving, simple pos-
session/casual exchange of schedule 6 (marijuana), pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, and possession of sched-
ule 3 drugs. 

Brandon M. Ashley, 20, of Mountain City, owner of the 
vehicle, was a passenger in the back seat, along with 
Jamie Lynn Kyte, 24, of Elizabethton. Ashley was 
charged with simple possession/casual exchange of 
schedule 6 (marijuana), possession of drug parapherna-
lia, possession of schedule 3 drugs and tampering 
with/fabricating evidence.  

Local mountains display 
a frosty countenance on winter days. 

Photo by Dennis Shekinah 

 

After a crash, drug charges 
against driver and occupants 

contd. on p. 3 

Dead body found 
on Ed Potter Road 

The body of William David Hopkins, 
19, of Spear Branch Road, Mountain 
City, was discovered on Ed Potter Road 
(often called the old Prison Camp 
Road) on Sunday morning at approxi-
mately 11 a.m. 

“Hopkins was pronounced dead on 
the scene,” said Sheriff Mike Reece. 
“The partially clothed body showed 
several injuries, so this will be treated 
as a homicide.” 

At press time, TBI (Tennessee Bu-
reau of Identification) was still on the 
scene investigating the incident. 

The body was transported to Quillen 
Medical Center for autopsy. 
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City Council                                                       from p. 1    

chased cones, vests and signs. The officers’ participation  is 
on a voluntary basis.” 

City Attorney George Wright voiced concern that TML 
(city insurance) may not cover the officers and vehicles in  
such a situation.  

With the stipulation that the action is covered and author -
ized by TML, Mayor Kevin Parsons made the motion to 
grant Harwood’s request. The motion passed unanimously. 

Little League coach Dennis Wills spoke to the board, ask-
ing that the league be granted official permission to use th e 
city’s ball fields for the 2008 games. Wills specified t hat the 
league is not requesting exclusive use. 

“There is another league being formed that will be asking 
to use the fields,” he said. “We just wanted to make the cit y 
aware of this and let you know that we will also be using 
them. We don’t want exclusive use, just to be allowed to use 
them.” 

Mayor Parsons asked that a committee (Alderman David 
Timbs, parks and recreation employee Gary Phillips and 
public works director Bob Eller) contact the other league to 
inquire about scheduling. 

Parsons also indicated the Ralph Stout Park fields, with  
little work, could be made ready for Little League use. 

Alderman Bob Morrison made the motion that the Little 
League use of the field have top priority in reference to 
scheduling, citing the fact that the league is compliant with 
insurance requirements, and has voluntarily made im-
provements to the fields in the past. The committee will 
meet with the other league one time and have no other con-

tact unless there are problems. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

A heating/air conditioning unit at the public works 
building failed last week, af-

contd. on p. 3 

1. Approval of minutes from Jan. 8 meeting. 
2. Approval of participation and location for citywide 

pumpkin festival on October 17 to 19. Donnelly St. from 
Church St. to the elementary school will be closed after 6  
p.m. Friday, to 10 p.m. Sunday for crafts and food ven -
dors. The fire department building will be used for in-
clement weather and indoor activities. Fire protection 
equipment will be housed on Vandilla St. across from the 
rescue squad during the closing and use of hall. Other 
activities will take place at Ralph Stout Park. 

3. Second and Final Reading of the following budget 
amendment ordinances: 
#1120     1,000.00 misc. water/sewer fund 
#1119     1,803.00 TML paid pass thru funds 
only 
#1118        500.00 FD grant pass thru funds 
only 
#1117 118,467.70 THDA funds pass thru funds 
only 

4. Approval to change city council meetings to the sec-
ond Tuesday in March and April 2008. 

5. Approve first reading of budget amendment ordi-
nance: 

#1121    42,750.00 L E A P S 
State of TN additional funding 
from $42,750.00 to original re-
quest $85,550.00 
6/7. Approve first reading of 
budget amendment ordinances: 
#1122      9,000 p o l i c e 
dept. 
#1123    3 7 , 0 0 0
 coll./distr. 
8. Approval for sale on 
govdeals.com; wastewater treat-
ment plant surplus equipment: 
(A) old sludge press (B) 1995 
Ford truck 
9. Approval of relocation of police 
dept. radio repeater to same loca-
tion as water dept. repeater as 
tabled from last month with 
budget amendment for funding. 
10. Approve lock replacement for 
all city buildings with limited 
key issue for better accountabil-
ity of city owned property. Keys 
are to be numbered and each key 
holder shall be required to pro-
duce said key when requested.  

 

City Council Consent Calendar 



contd. on p. 23 

�����#�� � � � � �� 
 � � �� � � ! "� � �
�����	������������	������

Ms. Kyte was charged with simple possession/casual 
exchange of schedule 6 (marijuana), possession of drug 
paraphernalia, and possession of schedule 3 drugs. 

The front seat passenger, Travis S. Ellison, 18, of Moun-
tain City, was charged with simple possession/casual ex-
change of schedule 6 (marijuana), possession of drug 
paraphernalia, and possession of schedule 3 drugs. 

The incident is still under investigation. 

fecting the rental section occupied by the ACTION Coali-
tion.  The board authorized placing three window HAC 
units, which were taken out of city hall during renova-
tion, in the building to replace the failed unit. 

Animal Control Officer Al Gryder will be resigning due 
to health reasons. The board authorized a budget amend-
ment of $2,000 for the cost of certifying Gary Phillips to 
take Gryder’s place.  

City Recorder Terry Reece announced two bids were 
received for the lease of the 43-acre Potter Farm. May-
mead, Inc. won the lease with a bid of $5,010. 

Mayor Parsons stated he would ask Maymead if they 
would consider growing at least an acre of pumpkins on 
the leased property, for use in the city’s Pumpkin Festi-
val. 

The motion to accept the high bid passed unanimously. 
Parsons announced the car crushing company has with-

drawn their request to build on Hwy. 421 across from 
Food Lion. 

“The company is looking at possibly locating in the in-
dustrial park,” he said. “I truly hope the jobs stay in the 
county, but at the same time we need to protect our retail 
locations.” 

The city is investigating the feasibility of constructing  a 
putt-putt golf course at Ralph Stout Park and Mayor Par -
sons stated there is grant money available that could cover 
the costs. The subject will be discussed at the March mee t-
ing.  

The board voted unanimously to have the fence around 
the skate park removed. 

Parks and Recreation Director Flo Bellamy announced 
her department is preparing for this year’s Easter egg hunt . 

“We just got 5,000 eggs today and will be working with 
our supporters to get the material to fill them,” she said.  
“We are also asking this year that parent’s not be involved 
in the hunt due to safety reasons.” 

The policy of officers who live outside city limits drivin g 
their patrol cars to and from work has been under consid -
eration by the city council for the past couple of months. At  
issue is the cost of gasoline. Chief of Police Jerry Proffitt  
presented his report on the cost, which is $131 per mont h. 
Alderman Morrison made the motion that the board study 
three more months of figures before coming to a decision. 
The motion passed, with Vice Mayor Lawrence Keeble vot-
ing against. 

City Council                                                       from p. 2    

(This information courtesy 
of WMCT Radio 1390 AM) 
 
DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY 
Joe Biden 5 
Hillary Clinton 600 
Chris Dodd 1 
John Edwards 99 
Mike Gravel 3 
Dennis Kucinich 3 
Barack Obama 214 
Bill Richardson 1 
(uncommitted) 4 
(write in) 0 

JOHNSON COUNTY ELECTION RESULTS 

  
REPUBLICAN PRIMARY 
Rudy Giuliani 11 
Mike Huckabee 688 
Duncan Hunter 1 
Alan Keyes 5 
John McCain 610 
Ron Paul 81 
Mitt Romney 230 
Tom Tancredo 0 
Fred Thompson 51 
(uncommitted) 4 
(write in) 1 
 

Drug Charges                                                  from p. 1    

PLEASE VISIT OUR ADVERTISERS! 

THEY ARE KEEPING B.A.D. IDEA NEWS FREE 

FOR READERS LIKE YOU! 
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 State and Local Government Committee hears “Super 
Tuesday” testimony about integrity of Tennessee’s e lection 
process 

 Legislators on the State and Local Government Committee 
heard testimony on “Super Tuesday” regarding the integrity  of 

site for the new dentist’s office, along with the variance t hat 
was requested. 

Tony Simcox presented a request to do an addition to the 
back of Uptown Hair Designers, located on Main Street.  All 
work will be at the back of the building, and will exten d it 
to the same length as an adjacent business.  Since this d oes 
not involve any utility services or major changes to the 
buildings in that area, the commission approved Simcox’s  
request unanimously.   

The next regular meeting of the Mountain City Planning 
Commission will be held on Thursday night February 28  at 
7 p.m. at city hall.  All meetings are open to the public .  

Both the Board of Zoning and Appeals and the Planning 
Commission are made up of Chairman Gene Hackney, How-
ard Elvidge, Rick Bellamy, Mayor Kevin Parsons, and Al -
derman Willis Walker.   

  Weekly update from Lt. Governor Ron Ramsey 

This dramatic photo was taken during the ‘high wind’ e vent 
last week, from atop Iron Mountain. 

 

Photo by Vikki Woods 

 

By Willis Walker 
 
The city’s Board of Zoning and Appeals, as well as the 

Planning Commission, met at city hall Thursday night  for 
a public hearing. The item on the agenda was to hear a 
proposal to grant a setback variance for a new dentist’s 
office to be located on Hwy. 421 across from the elemen-
tary school, near Howard Family Enterprises.  Normally, 
a building is required to sit at least ten feet from a p rop-
erty line but due to the configuration of the lot and city 
utility services that are located underground in that a rea, 
the proposed building will have to set five feet from the 
property line on the south side. Nobody appeared before 
the board to present any objections to the proposal and 
the board unanimously approved the variance. 

The Planning Commission then approved the building 

Zoning board grants variance, planning 
commission approves building site 

Capitol Hill Week overshadowed by death 
and destruction of tornadoes 

This week’s action on Capitol Hill was overshad-
owed by Tennessee’s “State of Emergency” due to 
one of the deadliest tornado outbreaks in Tennessee 
history.  The tornadoes ripped a path from Mem-
phis, through West and Middle Tennessee, leaving 
over 150 persons injured and a death toll of 31, 
with several people still missing from the storm 
damaged counties. The damage in Tennessee was 
felt throughout the South where more than 50 peo-
ple died, making it the nation’s worst tornado out-
break since May 1985. 

 Federal officials are working with state and local 
emergency responders throughout the region. Fed-
eral Emergency Management Administration 
(FEMA) staff and resources have been dispatched 
to assist with the recovery and President Bush will 
tour damaged areas of Tennessee on Friday.  In a 
statement released by the White House, he said 
those affected by a string of deadly tornadoes in the 
South will have the help of the U.S. government 
and that the rest of the country is praying for them. 

 “Loss of life, loss of property — prayers can help 
and so can the government,” President Bush said. 
“I do want the people in those states to know the 
American people are standing with them.”  

 Prayers for those devastated by the tornadoes 
were also lifted in the chamber of the State Senate 
as senators remembered the families, students and 
communities which must now work to rebuild in 
the aftermath of the storms. 
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Ramsey Update                                               from p. 4   

contd. on p. 9 

Tennessee’s election process.   Harry Green, Executive Di-
rector of the Tennessee Advisory Commission on Intergov-
ernmental Relations (TACIR), told committee members 
that after studying the election process, his group recom-
mends replacing voting machines with voter-verified paper 
trails and a system to strengthen random auditing.  He  
said this would “create a way that the machines could be 
checked” to verify that votes are cast correctly, detect  pos-
sible election fraud or malfunction, and provide a means t o 

audit the stored elec-
tronic results.   
 Only two of Tennes-
see’s 95 counties keep 
paper trails of ballots.  
Most counties use a 
direct recording elec-
tronic touch screen vot-
ing machine that does 
not allow for a paper 
record that can be au-
dited or recounted in 

cases of suspected fraud.  TACIR recommends using 
“optical scan machines,” which are the only available ma-
chines that meet the requirements and stipulations the 
federal government is likely to place on the states in up-
coming years.  Green said some of the machines can be 
retrofitted, but others would have to be replaced, costing 
an estimated $25 million.  He said Congress is likely to 
pass a verified-voter paper trail bill in the near future that 
would allow Tennessee to tap into approximately $35 mil-
lion in federal funds to improve voting machines. 

 Bill aims to prevent fraud in state’s Cover TN 
Pharmacy programs 

 Legislation was approved in the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee this week authorizing the Office of Inspector Gen-
eral to identify, investigate, and prosecute fraud and abu se 
in the Volunteer Rx program, the Cover Rx program and 
the Tennessee Pharmaceutical Connection Program.  

 Currently, the Office of Inspector General can investi-
gate criminal fraud and abuse related to  TennCare, Ac-
cess Tennessee, Cover Tennessee, and CoverKids but the 
pharmacy component is not included.  This bill adds to the 
duties of the office of inspector general by designating 
them as the lead agency to investigate criminal fraud and 
abuse related to the Volunteer Rx program, the health 
care safety net for the uninsured, and the Tennessee phar-
maceutical connection program. 

 Senate approves legislation to curtail theft of pr e-
cious metals 

 The State Senate has passed and sent to the House of 
Representatives, legislation aimed at curtailing the grow-
ing problem of theft of copper and precious metals in Ten -
nessee.  The issue came to the General Assembly after po-
lice departments across the state reported a substantial  
increase in the theft of copper materials that are sold to 
scrap dealers and recyclers as in recent years the price has 
quadrupled from 80 cents to around $3.60.  The copper 
thieves are targeting construction sites and outdoor air 
conditioning units for their copper pipes, tubing and c on-

densers, costing millions of dollars each 
year to victims of this crime. 
 The comprehensive bill focuses on 
monitoring cash transactions, where 
the bulk of this theft occurs.  The bill 
also stiffens penalties against those 
who sell or attempt to sell stolen metal, 
as well as describes criminal trespass 
on a construction site that is posted.  
The bill further provides that dealers 
would not be allowed to purchase scrap 
metal from a seller unless they have a 
photo ID, such as a driver’s license, and 
provide a thumbprint. Those who have 
been convicted of theft would not be 
able to sell for five years after they are 
convicted.   In cases where the seller 
does not have adequate ID, the dealer 
would take a photo. Certain transac-
tions involving copper would be re-

 

 



What follows is the General Sessions 
court docket for Wednesday, Feb. 6, 
2008, as received from the circuit 
court clerk’s office. No dispositions are 
listed. People with names similar or 
identical to those listed may not be 
those identified in this report. The 
information contained in this report is 
a matter of public record. B.A.D. Idea 
News chooses to print this informa-
tion for the benefit of its readers. 

Robert D Haizlip,  PIF, 67185/ Assault 
as DV/ t/b dismissed on payment compli-
ance, 67186/ Vandalism as DV/ t/b dis-
missed on pymt compliance  
Timothy D Hyatt,  TRY, PLEAD, 
WAIVE, DISMISS, RO SMITH, 67785/ 
DUI, 67786/ VICL  
Norma J Johnson,  67427/ Domestic 
Assault  
Michael Paul Jones, 68792/ PI, 68793/ 
Open Container  
James R Kelly , no further cont , FAL-
LIN, 68299/ False Info to Police Officer  
Billy Dwight Kimberlin 2nd,  6884/ 
Speeding, 68874-B/ Fin Resp  
Bradley Dwayne Lipford,  68804/ 
Speeding  
Janie Murphy Mann,  68210/ DUI 
1stn, 68212/ DOSL 2nd , 68211/ VICL, 
68249/ Open Container, 68249-B/ Driv-
ing Left of Center  
Peggy Ann Miller, 688185/ Expired 
Reg  
Jennifer Self Owens, 68775/ Agg As-
sault  
Aaron Charles Payne,  68940/ Simple 
Poss Sch VI 
Michelle G Perry , 67617/ DUI 1st, 
67618/ VICL, 67619/ DOSL, 67620/ Poss 
Legend Drug w/o RX, 67621/ Poss Drug 
Para.  
Eva M Price,  67429/ Worthless Check/ 
Shelia Winston  
Tony Lee Price , 68504/ Theft of Prop-
erty  
Dennis W Rhudy , 68141/ False Report, 
68142/ Tampering w/ Evidence  
Andrew Thomas Roark , 68717-A/ 
Speeding/ Plea, 68717-B/ Fin Resp/ Ins  
Beverly P Roark,  FOR TRIAL, 67202/ 
DUI 1st, 67203/ DOSL, 67204/ Poss of 
Legend Drug w/o Rx, 67205/ Open Con-
tainer  
Edward Quincy Roark,  68881: Theft 
of Vehicle  
Donna Kay Roberts,  68747/ Leaving 
the Scene of an Accident, 68748/ Failure 
to Report an Accident, 68749/ Reckless 
Driving, 68750/ Traffic Control Device  
Sherry L Rowland,  67302/ Fin Resp, 
7301/ No DL in Poss  
Richard Bo Russom,  67159/ DV  
Jeremy Matthew Sanderlin,  68805/ 
DOSL, 68806/ Seatbelt, 68806-B/ Fin 
Resp  
Nicholas Sennefelder,  68143/ DOSL/ 
TO HAVE DL  
Claude R Snyder, 62696/ Fug From 
Justice FL  
Jeffery B Snyder,  68573/ Assault as 
DV  
Scott C Spragg,  Compliance, 68610/ 

DL Viol, 68160-B/ Unreg Veh  
Coleen E Stevens,  FOR TRIAL, 66698/ 
Worthless Checks/ COMPLIANCE ON 
PAYMENT  
David M Taylor, 67928/ Domestic As-
sault  
Melissa Ann Taylor , FOR TBI CERT 
& JUD DIV, 68369/ Theft of Property 
Under $500  
Scottie C Tester , 64102/ Assault/ See 
Order/ T/B Dismissed/ Def NNA  
Isaac Lee Testerman Jr,  68651/ 
DOSL, 68652/ Light Law  
Madelyn Dawn Thompson,  68897/ 
Violation Order of Protection  
Melissa M Vance,  67508/ Worthless 
Check/  
Robert J Wehrheim, 68656/ Assault 
Tiffany L Williams,  67112/ Criminal 
Trespassing/ Pearl Winters, 67113/ Dis-
orderly Conduct  
Christopher Duane Wilson, 68682/ 
Agg Assault as DV  
 

COURT DOCKET 

Arthur F Arnold Jr,  58645-V, 57440-
V, 60748-V, 61264V/ Violation Proba-
tion/ Emily Fletcher  
Mark Luther Baird,  68726-A/ Exp 
Medical Cert, 68726-B/ CMV Defects  
Jonathan E Barnette, 68875/ Reg Viol  
Aaron William Brown, 68814/ Muffler 
Law, 68814-B/ Seatbelt  
Carroll W Chappell, 68305/ No Fuel 
Permit, 680305-B/ Non-Apportioned Reg  
Faysal Chaudry,  68725-A/ Speeding, 
68725-B/ Fin Resp  
Johnny H Church,  68094/ DUI 1st, 
68095/ DORL  
Misty Dawn Church , 68671/ Cruelty 
to Animals  
Russell G Compton,  Pro Se, 68951/ 
Telephone Harassment/ Doug 
McGlamery  
Charles Edward Curtis,  68811/ 
Speeding  
Joseph L Davis , 67943/ Agg Assault 
x’s 2  
Martha B Davis , For Trial, 66907/ 
Telephone Harassment/ Lisa Gregory  
Terry L Davis, 67952/ Agg Assault x’s 
2  
Travis J Davis, 68293/ Left of Center  
Vance Tate Davis,  68807/ Speeding, 
68807-B/ DL Viol  
Max W Debruhl III , 68132/ Speeding  
Matthew Shaun Demster , 68884/ 
DOSL, 68885/ Expired Reg, 68885-B/ 
Light Law, 68885-C/ Fin Resp  
Rebecca E Denny,  68214/ DOSL/ TO 
HAVE DL  
Jordan Lucas Farthing,  68810/ 
Speeding, 68810-B/ Reg Viol, 68810-C/ 
Fin Resp  
Kelly N Garrison,  66964/ DORL, 
66965/ Speeding  
April Caroll Greenwell, 68691/ As-
sault, 68692/ Resisting Arrest  
Jesse Colt Greer,  no further cont, 
FALLIN, 68081/ Theft Over $1000, 
68515/ Theft Over $1000/ Tabitha Roark  
Ron Greer,  68832/ Assault/ Tony 
Jennings  
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WMCT Radio features  

B.A.D. Idea News coverage of 
city council and 

county commission meetings 
the day after they are held.  

 
Be sure to listen to 

1390 AM Radio WMCT  
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~ Things To Do ~ 
Laurel Elementary’s Annual Chili Cook-off 
Laurel Elementary’s annual chili cook-off and cobbler c ompe-
tition will be held on Friday, Feb. 15, from 6 to 8 p. m. Admis-
sion is $3. Applications to participate in the competition s can 
be picked up at Laurel Elementary, Silver Lake Market, A to 

For sale: Approximately 28 acres in Forge Creek area, on 
Hubert Taylor Rd., 175,000. Call 727-5201.  
 
Firewood for sale: Very large pile of dried cut firewood, 
$400. You haul. 939 Redbrush Rd. or call 727-7523. 
  
1995 Jeep Cherokee Sport, Red, 4WD, 4 door, 150,000 miles, 
4.0 six cyl, automatic, great shape inside & out $4,00 0. 423-
727-9259  

~ Classifieds ~ 

Z Market, Elizabethton Federal, Food Lion, and Save A Lot  — 
also at In the Country and Food City in Damascus, VA.    
The chili dinner tickets are $5 each, and includes chi li, chips, 
baked potato, desert, and drink; or hotdog, chili, fren ch fries, 
desert, and drink.  
Tickets can be purchased from the school, PTO members, par-
ents, and teachers. Contact us at (423) 727-2685. Take- outs 
begin at 5:30 p.m., dinner begins at 6 p.m.  Judging announce-
ments will be at 6:15 p.m., and the Gee Haw players wil l enter-
tain at 7 p.m.   
Come out and join us for an evening of fun, food, and fabulou s 
entertainment! 
 
New Residents to Meet 
The Johnson County Newcomers Club will meet Feb. 14, 2008 
at the Crewette Building on Vandilla St. (across from the Res-
cue Squad) in Mountain City at 6:30 p.m. If you are new  to the 
area or have moved to the area within the last five years,  come 
join us. Learn more about your new community, make new 
friends and enjoy some good food. For information and/or dir ec-
tions, please call 727-5487. 
 
Johnson County Historical Society 
The Johnson County Historical Society will meet Sunday, F eb. 
17 at 2 p.m. at the Johnson County Welcome center, lower 
level. Plans for the coming year will be discussed. Pl ease con-
tact Bill Terrill for further information at 727-9320. 
 
Tennessee Sunrise Quilt Guild 

The Tennessee Sunrise Quilt Guild will meet Saturday, 
Feb. 16 at 9:30 a.m. at the First United Methodist 
Church fellowship hall. Our Hostesses will be Starla 
Brooks and Karin Bell. Guest instructor will be Kat Ev -
ans. Please make plans to attend. Call Karin Bell for 
further information. 
 
WWA/ Sierra Club to Meet 
Watauga Watershed Alliance and the Watauga Group of 
This Sierra Club meet the second Tuesday of every 
month. Everyone is welcome. Contact Gloria at 727-4797 
or Dennis at 727-6497 for details. 
 
Amateur Radio Club 
The Johnson County Amateur Radio Club meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at the Johnson County 
Emergency Center, back door, 7 p.m. (next to post of-
fice). For information contact Frank Liberstein (W4FRL) 
423-727-0333. 
 
NAMI Meets Second Thursda y 
The Johnson City National Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI) meets the third Thursday of each month at the 
Johnson County Emergency Center, the building in front 
of the community center (please use the back door). 
Meetings start at 7 p.m. and refreshments are provided.   
For more information, contact Carolyn Hawkins at 423-
538-4216. 
Someone you know has a mental illness; that’s why 
there’s NAMI. 
 
 
 
 contd. on p. 9 
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Notice of deadlines for classifieds and community an-
nouncements:  New entries, or changes to existing 
entries, must be turned in by 5 p.m. on Fridays. All 
entries must be in electronic format (in the body of an 
email or as an attachment). Thank you. 
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Things to do                                                         from p. 8    

Alcoholics Anonymous  
Alcoholics anonymous meets each Thursday at 7 p.m. at the  
Butler Fire Hall. Call Sharon G. 768-5252 for more info rma-
tion. 
 
Higher Ground Peer Support Group  
This is a social support group for those recovering from  men-
tal illness and/or substance abuse. Meetings are held on  Tues-
day, Thursday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; t ranspor-
tation provided. Call 727-8685 for more information. 
 
Monthly ACTION Coalition Meeting 
ACTION Coalition’s monthly meetings are held the second 
Monday of the month from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the c ommu-
nity center. Lunch is served for $5. If you would like to  find 
out how you can help impact out community’s substance 
abuse issues, you are invited to attend a meeting. For  more 
information, call 727-0780 or email info@jctnac.org.  Me etings 
are open to the public. 
 
Al-Anon Meets 
Al-Anon meetings Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at the Action Coa li-
tion Bldg., East Main St., Mtn. City. Call 727-1629 for more 
info. 
 
Rotary Club Meets Each Monday 
The Mountain City chapter of Rotary International, a serv ice 
organization with both local and international projects, meets 
Monday evenings at 5:30 p.m. at the Welcome Center. For 
more information, contact club president Scott Teague. 
 
Support group for Fibromyalgia 
Fibromyalgia support group meetings first Monday of ea ch 
month at 7  p.m., Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 3385 R oan 
Creek Rd Mountain City, TN 37683.  Enter through lower 
level rear door. 423-727-0345. 
 
Crossroads Medical Mission 
Crossroads Medical Mission is held the first Thursday o f each 
month at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
They perform urgent care, screenings, minor surgery, pati ent 
education, referrals, pharmacy and labs. This is done wi thout 
regard to one’s ability to pay, although they will acce pt dona-
tions.  This service is open to the public, and is sponso red by 
the First United Methodist Church. 
 
Join the Community Choir 
If you like to sing, are able to read music, and enjoy th e blend-
ing of voices to make beautiful music, you will want to j oin 
our growing group of singers. Please note the change in l oca-
tion. We are now meeting at First United Methodist Chu rch 
every Tuesday at 7 p.m., under the direction of Peter Wa chs. 
Call 727-4202 for additional information. 
 
Humane Society Recycling Program  
The Johnson County Humane Society collects printer car-
tridges, toner cartridges and digital cell phones for re cycling. 
We accept printer cartridges except for Epson brand and 
those that have been previously recycled. This environmen-
tally responsible fundraising effort supports the fos ter dogs 
and cats while they await adoption. If you work for or ow n a 

business, go to a church or belong to a club, ask if they would 
allow you to collect these cartridges and phones for the b enefit 
of the animals. Printer cartridges and phones may be dro pped 
off at High Country Online, 873 South Shady Street or y ou 
can call 423-727-2566 for drop off locations. The Socie ty also 
collects aluminum cans for recycling and they can be br ought 
to the Mountain City Food Lion collection bin just outside  the 
north entrance, or to an additional collection bin outside  Food 
Country’s east entrance, near Auto Zone. 
 
SHARE Food Program 
SHARE is a non-profit, all volunteer program that offers $4 0 
to $45 worth of foodstuffs for about $25. Payment method s: 
food stamps, cash, checks, or money orders. There is 8.5% tax 
for all TN residents (food stamp purchases are tax-free).  Con-
tact information: Vickie Bailey, 931 Moretz Rd., Mount ain 
City TN 37683, 423-727-1629, 423-291-1850, Email: 
nbbg1987@localnet.com.  
 
The JC/MC Community Center Activities: 
Friday night music : Any bands interested in performing dur-
ing the winter months for Friday night music, please l et us 
know.  
Come in out of the cold, and enjoy an evening of old time Bl ue-
grass and country music, and the beautiful holiday dé cor. 
Children are welcome when accompanied by a responsible 
adult. Music starts at 6:30 p.m.  
Johnson County Baseball Camp 2008  
Who: Children, ages 8-12 
Where: Cunningham Park (Little League Field) 
When: Monday, March 3 thru Friday, March 7  
Time: 3:50 - 6:00 
Coach: Nicholas Perkins 
Cost: There will be no charge for the Camp, which is made  
possible by the Leaps' Program (Lottery for Education Aft er-
School Programs), from The Tennessee State Lottery and the 
JC/MC Community Center. Applications are now availabl e at 
the Community Center. For more information please contact  
Nicholas or any staff member at the center, call 727-2 942. 
Computer lab and game room : 
The center’s computer lab and game room are open to adults 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday thru Friday, during sch ool. 
Rules of conduct are posted in each room. 
After School “Leaps” activities for Kids : (Parents or guardians 
need to sign up their kids in order for them to participate in 
these programs)  

contd. on p. 10 
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FREELANCE WRITERS NEEDED  

 
In order to grow, 

B.A.D. Idea News needs 
freelance writers.  

Writers should be able to submit two or more  
stories per month for publication. 

Must have good command of English 
and sentence structure, punctuation, etc. 

 
Contact editor at badidea_news@embarqmail.com 

or call 423.727.1438 
for more information 
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frequently used.  Luzianne coffee still includes chicory i n 
its blend.  

Household tip  
Rubber bands last longer if refrigerated.  
Cold weather tips  
Fifty percent of one’s body heat is lost through the head; 

twenty-five percent through the hands, twenty-five percent 
through the feet.  

 Stay warm by always wearing a head covering in the 
winter, especially outdoors. You could, however, conserve 
electricity and money by wearing a head covering inside, 
and turn the thermostat down.  Recall that before houses 
were heated at night because of fear of fire, men and 
women both wore nightcaps.  

Good winter gloves and socks made from wool are also 
good choices for outdoors.  I personally wear high-content 
wool socks inside and out and my feet are never cold, no 
matter how cold it gets.  

Philosophy for the week.  
Don't argue with an idiot; people watching may not be 

able to tell the difference.  
 

By Mary Bloomfield 
  
This column will be devoted to 

many things. Home formulas, 
household remedies, frugalities, 
household tips and possibly edible 
plants of the area. I make no guar-
antees about any of them. I am 
writing for the benefit of the 
reader who may find them inter-
esting, helpful or just informative. 

 
Cooking tip  
Yeast test: Put a few drops of yeast in boiling water. If 

the yeast sinks, it is dead.  If it floats, it is good.  
Local edible wild plant  
Chicory: The roots of the ubiquitous blue flowers seen 

May thru October along highways make a great coffee 
substitute. They should be roasted in an oven until dark 
brown and brittle, ground and prepared like coffee; use 
roughly 1 ½ tsp of chicory for each cup of coffee. During 
the second world war when coffee was rationed, this was 
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Things to do                                                      from p. 9 

Of Cabbages, Kings and Many Things 

Second Harvest Kids Café : Open Monday thru Saturday. The 
schedule is posted for all kids who come to the center . 
Martial Arts : 
Thursday: 4:15 to 5:15 p.m. 
Instructor: Master Chris Laing   
Tutoring :  Tutoring is available for K-12; kids need to set up 
the time with the tutor and let them know when you can or 
cannot be here. 
Relative Caregivers Program : (This program is free) 
Counselor: Jim Lambert.   
For more information call 1-866-321-9111. This call is toll 
free. 
Coming events: 
Kiwanis:   
Meets the first and third Thursday at 7:30; the secon d and 
fourth Thursday at 12 noon. 
Many thanks to our volunteer tutors, and to those churches  
and organizations that help us with food and supplies f or all 
kids who come to the Center. 
For information on room rentals for parties, or other special  
events, call 423-727-2942 or come see us at 214 College Street. 
We collect bikes, coats and donations year round for the Beta 
Theta’s bike and coat project. If you have old bikes you wou ld 
like to donate or if you wish to make a contribution to an y of 
these projects call 727-2942. The bikes are refurbished  by 
NECX inmates and given to local kids at Christmas.  
We are open Monday thru Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
unless an event is scheduled.  
 
Safe Haven Observing 10th Anniversary 
Johnson County’s Safe Haven, the shelter from domestic 

abuse at 311 South Church Street in Mountain City, is pres-
ently observing its tenth anniversary. For ten years, th ey 
have sheltered hundreds of abuse victims in a safe environ-
ment, made women aware of their rights of protection in th e 
courts, and helped women and children to meet their goals as 
families and as functional human beings. AND, last bu t cer-
tainly not least, for ten years they have been offering w omen 
and children a life without fear of abuse.  If you are aw are of 
an abusive situation or if you’re trying to escape from mis-
treatment, call Johnson County Safe Haven’s 24-hour hotline  
at 423-727-1914. THERE IS NO EXCUSE FOR ABUSE! 
 
“Cans To Cash” Program 
The ACTION Coalition/Johnson County Volunteer Center is 
partnering with Mountain City Builders Supply to recycl e 
aluminum cans to fund youth programming in the county. 
You can drop your aluminum cans off at Mountain City Bu ild-
ers Supply between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. The c ans 
must be in bags when they are dropped off. 
For further information on the collection of aluminum cans , 
you may contact Denise Woods at 727-0780 or Michael Jord an 
at 727-8281. 
 
More Heritage Hall news 
Heritage Hall passes are a great gift idea for your loved  ones. 
For just $10 per pass, you can give your recipients a won der-
ful opportunity to broaden their cultural horizons and to sup-
port our local artists and Heritage Hall, right here in Johnson 
County. Season passes, available for only $100, will p rovide a 
reserved seat throughout 2008 to include all Heritage Ha ll- 
sponsored events with a Saturday night seat for the Comm u-
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DVD drives ... maybe flat screen monitors.  The choices for  
questions are almost endless. Want to know about defrag-
ging your drive?  Doing a chkdsk or scan disk?  How about  
doing a system tweak to get the best possible performance 
from your computer?   

Whatever you need to know, submit the question.  Sooner 
or later, it will be the most asked question, and I will do an 
article about it. 

 
tealcat@gmail.com 

No advice this week.  Instead, I want to ask you, the 
readers, to submit questions on computers or computer-
related topics in the form of an email to teal-
cat@gmail.com. I will read all emails received up to 
Wednesday noon of each week, and will choose the ques-
tion that is most asked to quote in the next edition of 
BIN, and will answer the question posed, in the form of 
an article.  This way, I will be writing about the thin gs 
that you want to hear about, not what I want you to hear.  

You may want to ask about RAM, new hard drives or 

~ Computer Advice ~ 
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Tuesday, clouds increase, giving way to nighttime rai n show-
ers. Furthermore, temperatures will be five to six degrees 
above normal Tuesday. As colder air invades Wednesday, 
precipitation could end as some wet snowflakes. After a d ry 
Thursday, another storm is on deck for week's end. At th is 

juncture, it appears to be another mostly liquid event, 
though with the potential of ending as some wet snow.  

Saturday is back to the dry, though eyes will aim to the Gulf 
Coast as another storm could be in the developing stage.  

 
You may have mastered some of the basic tricks of 

Google, but most people use only about three percent of 
this search engine’s available power. 

Dozens of Google search guides detail the common tips, 
but lifehacker.org has skipped the obvious and high-
lighted obscure but very useful Google Web search tricks. 
Some of these are really amazing, and remind me why 
Google has been my favorite search engine for nearly a 
decade! 

10. Get Local Time: Type in What time is it followed by 
any city to get the current time. 

9. Track Flight Status: Enter the airline and flight num-
ber to find out the departure time and estimated arrival 
for any flight. 

8. Convert Currency, Metrics, Bytes and More: Google 
has a built-in converter calculator. You can enter quart er 
cup in teaspoons, seconds in a year, 5 US dollars in Euros  
and countless others. 

7. Search for Pages That are “Better Than,” “Similar to,”  
or “Reminds me of”: Enter “better than keyword” or 
“similar to keyword” to find Web pages you never knew 
existed. 

6. Use Google as a Free Proxy: Enter cache:website.com 
to view a Web page that’s been blocked from the computer 
you’re using. 

5. Remove Affiliate Links From Product Searches: To 
avoid seeing search results from certain sites, enter –
site:website.com. 

4. Find Related Items: Enter ~ before any search term t o 
find related items as well.  

3. Find Music and Comic Books: Enter -
inurl:(htm|html|php) intitle:"index of" +"last modified"  
+"parent directory" +description +size +(wma|mp3) "Band  
or comic book name" to find music files and comic books. 

2. See Images of People, Objects, Etc.: Type in a search 
term, and click on images to see photos of the results. 

1. Search for Faces: If you’re looking for a photo of a per-
son named Rose, and don’t want to see photos of the flower, 
add &imgtype=face to the end of your image search. It will 
show you only images of faces. 

Sources: * Lifehacker.com January 2, 2008 

Ten Tricks to Using Google You Probably Don't Know  
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(Information compiled by Will Williams) 
 
Mark Twain, local newsman 
"News is history in its first and best form, its vivid  and 

fascinating form, and . . . history is the pale and tr anquil 
reflection of it." (from Mark Twain's Autobiography) 

 
"It has become a sarcastic proverb that a thing must  be 

true if you saw it in a newspaper. That is the opinion intel-
ligent people have of that lying vehicle in a nutshell .  

But the trouble is that the stupid people - who const itute 
the grand overwhelming majority of this and all other na-
tions – do believe and are molded and convinced by what 
they get out of a newspaper, and there is where the ha rm 
lies."  (from Mark Twain's License of the Press speech) 

 
Journalism In Tennessee 
[Written about 1871.] 
The editor of the Memphis Avalanche swoops thus mildly 

MY 2 ¢ ... 
down upon a correspondent who posted him as a Radical:--
"While he was writing the first word, the middle, dotting  
his i's, crossing his t's, and punching his period, h e knew 
he was concocting a sentence that was saturated with in-
famy and reeking with falsehood."--Exchange. 

I was told by the physician that a Southern climate 
would improve my health, and so I went down to Tennes-
see, and got a berth on the Morning Glory and Johnson 
County War-Whoop as associate editor. When I went on 
duty I found the chief editor sitting tilted back in a three-
legged chair with his feet on a pine table. There was an-
other pine table in the room and another afflicted chair, 
and both were half buried under newspapers and scraps 
and sheets of manuscript. There was a wooden box of sand, 
sprinkled with cigar stubs and "old soldiers," and a stove 
with a door hanging by its upper hinge. The chief editor 
had a long-tailed black cloth frock-coat on, and white l inen 
pants. His boots were small and neatly blacked. He wore a  
ruffled shirt, a large seal-ring, a standing collar of ob solete 

~ In Your Opinion ~ 
Master Gardener’s Program needed 

 
Dear Editor: 

 
What I wanted to talk with you about is a program I  had some 

contact with in Virginia. I am addressing readers w ho garden and 
are interested in the process of raising food. I wa nted to ask if 
there were individuals among the readers who might be moti-
vated to sign up for and participate in a Master Ga rdner’s Pro-
gram for Johnson County. These are training classes  which can 
focus on any area associated with agricultural and small gardens.  
Horticulture is, of course, the science of raising crops and these 
classes are taught by a person skilled or educated in horticultural 
science. When you raise a garden, you deal with iss ues of control-
ling insects and diseases on plants. The soil you p lant your crops 
in needs to be tested for the presence or lack of n utrients needed 
for successful plant growth. These classes are an o pportunity to 
learn from an expert and share up-to-date technical  information 
about crop growing. People who participate in the p rogram make 
a commitment to serve as a resource for other inter ested people in 
their community. They also, as a group, take on a c ommunity 
project to serve as an educational outreach to the broader commu-
nity they live in.  

I have reached out to the county commission, to the  Chamber of 
Commerce, and to the County Extension Agent from th e Univer-
sity of Tennessee in an effort to bring the Master Gardener’s Pro-
gram to Johnson County. When you approach the organ s of gov-
ernment in this county, the level of negativism you  find among 
these folks is overwhelming.  They say we can’t do this or we can’t 
do that because people won’t come out for the progr ams. I did a 
presentation about the farmer’s market in Boone wit h the hope 
that we might start a similar effort in Johnson Cou nty.  How 
many of you have visited that facility, located at the Horn in The 
West Park in Boone?  The sheer amount and variety o f home-

grown produce and locally created crafts and preser ved food and 
fresh baked food offered at this market is mind bog gling to me. 
There are many small home gardeners who have gone o rganic 
and many others who have larger pieces of ground wh o grow for 
the market. Many of them, I have learned, earn a re spectable 
sum of money during the season from marketing these  fresh vege-
tables and other foods locally.  

I have been slowed down by the defeatist attitude o f the people 
I have approached.  The attitude of elected people and those em-
ployed by government are not always indicative of c ommunity 
sentiment. I throw this issue out to the community through 
B.A.D. Idea News and ask you to throw it back to me  and let us 
all know how you feel.  Are there any people out th ere who want 
to organize a Master Gardner’s Program for Johnson County? You 
need to read up on the program if you are not aware  of it at pre-
sent. You can go online and look under “Master Gard eners,” or 
you can go into the County Extension Office and pic k up some 
pamphlets on the topic.  

We need some way to communicate with each other.  Y ou can e-
mail me at jg86@hotmail.com. I would like to set up  a meeting 
place and time before the end of February. We need at least 
twelve hardy folks with dirt under their fingernail s to meet and 
make a commitment to attend a training class if one  can be or-
ganized here in town. If I can get twelve replies, I will set up a 
couple of dates for us to meet and lay down some pl ans to bring 
this program to Johnson County.  

We all read every day about folks becoming ill from  eating com-
mercially sold and grown vegetables, so let’s grow healthy, safe 
food for ourselves and our neighbors. 

Please respond and let me know if you are intereste d in pursu-
ing this program for Johnson County.   

 
Sincerely, 
Gary Roberts 

contd. on p. 13 
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MY 2 ¢ …                                                     from p. 12 the pen!" 
I never saw a pen scrape and scratch its way so viciously , 

or plow through another man's verbs and adjectives so re-
lentlessly. While he was in the midst of his work, someb ody 
shot at him through the open window, and marred the sym-
metry of my ear. 

"Ah," said he, "that is that scoundrel Smith, of the Mo ral 
Volcano—he was due yesterday." And he snatched a navy 
revolver from his belt and fired--Smith dropped, shot in  the 
thigh. The shot spoiled Smith's aim, who was just takin g a 
second chance and he crippled a stranger. It was me. 
Merely a finger shot off. 

Then the chief editor went on with his erasure; and inter-
lineations.  

Just as he finished them a hand grenade came down the 
stove-pipe, and the explosion shivered the stove into a thou-
sand fragments. However, it did no further damage, except 
that a vagrant piece knocked a couple of my teeth out. 

"That stove is utterly ruined," said the chief editor. 
I said I believed it was. 
"Well, no matter--don't want it this kind of weather. I 

know the man that did it. I'll get him. Now, here is the way 
this stuff ought to be written." 

I took the manuscript. It was scarred with erasures an d 
interlineations till its mother wouldn't have known it if  it 
had had one. It now read as follows:  

SPIRIT OF THE TENNESSEE PRESS 
The inveterate liars of the Semi-Weekly Earthquake are 

evidently endeavoring to palm off upon a noble and chival-
rous people another of their vile and brutal falsehoods with 
regard to that most glorious conception of the nineteenth 
century, the Ballyhack railroad. The idea that Buzzardvi lle 
was to be left off at one side originated in their own fulso me 
brains--or rather in the settlings which they regard as  
brains. They had better, swallow this lie if they want to 
save their abandoned reptile carcasses the cowhiding they 
so richly deserve. 

That ass, Blossom, of the Higginsville Thunderbolt and 
Battle Cry of Freedom, is down here again sponging at the 
Van Buren.  

We observe that the besotted blackguard of the Mud 
Springs Morning Howl is giving out, with his usual pro pen-
sity for lying, that Van Werter is not elected. The heaven-
born mission of journalism is to disseminate truth; to era di-
cate error; to educate, refine, and elevate the tone of public 

morals and manners, and make all men 
more gentle, more virtuous, more chari-
table, and in all ways better, and holier, 
and happier; and yet this blackhearted 
scoundrel degrades his great office per-
sistently to the dissemination of false-
hood, 
calumny, vituperation, and vulgarity. 
Blathersville wants a Nicholson pave-
ment--it wants a jail and a poorhouse 
more. The idea of a pavement in a one-
horse town composed of two gin-mills, a 
blacksmith shop, and that mustard-

pattern, and a checkered neckerchief with the ends hang-
ing down. Date of costume about 1848. He was smoking a 
cigar, and trying to think of a word, and in pawing hi s 
hair he had rumpled his locks a good deal. He was scowl-
ing fearfully, and I judged that he was concocting a pa r-
ticularly knotty editorial. He told me to take the ex-
changes and skim through them and write up the "Spiri t 
of the Tennessee Press," condensing into the article all of 
their contents that seemed of interest. 

I wrote as follows:  
SPIRIT OF THE TENNESSEE PRESS 
The editors of the Semi-Weekly Earthquake evidently 

labor under a misapprehension with regard to the Dally-
hack railroad. It is not the object of the company to leav e 
Buzzardville off to one side. On the contrary, they con-
sider it one of the most important points along the line, 
and consequently can have no desire to slight it. The gen-
tlemen of the Earthquake will, of course, take pleasure in 
making the correction. 

John W. Blossom, Esq., the able editor of the Higgins-
ville Thunderbolt and Battle Cry of Freedom, arrived in 
the city yesterday. He is stopping at the Van Buren 
House. 

We observe that our contemporary of the Mud Springs 
Morning Howl has fallen into the error of supposing that 
the election of Van Werter is not an established fact, bu t 
he will have discovered his mistake before this reminder 
reaches him, no doubt. He was doubtless misled by in-
complete election returns. 

It is pleasant to note that the city of Blathersville is  en-
deavoring to contract with some New York gentlemen to 
pave its well-nigh impassable streets with the Nicholson 
pavement. The Daily Hurrah urges the measure with 
ability, and seems confident of ultimate success. 

I passed my manuscript over to the chief editor for ac-
ceptance, alteration, or destruction. He glanced at it and  
his face clouded. He ran his eye down the pages, and his 
countenance grew portentous. It was easy to see that 
something was wrong. Presently he sprang up and said: - -
- "Thunder and lightning! Do you suppose I am going to 
speak of those cattle that way? Do you suppose my sub-
scribers are going to stand such gruel as that? Give m e 

contd. on p. 14 
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Compiled by Marci Nielsen 
 
What happened on Feb. 11 …  
Births, deaths, and events 
 
10 that came: 
1891 J. W. Hearne, cricket leg-spinner (all-rounder for 
England in 24 tests)  
1914 Josh White, Greenville, SC, bluesman, “father of 
American folk music” ( “One Meatball” ), first black artist 
to give a White House Command Performance (1941); 
“blacklisted” (1950) during McCarthy hysteria. 
1921 Eva Gabor, Budapest, Hungary, actress (Lisa - 
Green Acres, Gigi)  
1926 Leslie Nielsen, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada, ac-
tor (Forbidden Planet, Naked Gun )  
1934 Tina Louise, New York, NY, actress (Ginger  - Gilli-
gan's Island, Julie - Dallas )  
1936 Burt Reynolds, Waycross, GA, actor ( Evening 
Shade, Striptease, Cannonball Run, Smokey and the Ban-
dit, Dan August, Deliverance )  
1940 Bobby "Boris" Pickett, rocker ( “Monster Mash” ) 
1942 Otis Clay, Mississippi, gospel/R&B singer ( “That's 
how it is” )  
1962 Sheryl Crow, Kennett, MO, singer/songwriter ( “All I 
Wanna Do”, “If It Makes You Happy” ), cancer survivor 
1969 Jennifer Aniston, Sherman Oaks, CA, actress 
(Rachel - Friends )  
   
10 that went: 
1554 Lady Jane Grey, deposed Queen of England, be-
headed after 9-day rule, at 17 
1650 René Descartes, philosopher ( "I think therefore I 
am"), stops thinking. 
1899 George Morgan, 1st English motorist to die in a mo-
tor accident, dies  
1945 Al Dubin, Swiss songwriter ( “Tiptoe Through the 
Tulips” ), dies  
1963 Sylvia Plath, poet/novelist ( Ariel ), kills herself in 
London at 30  
1976 Lee J. Cobb, actor (12 Angry Men, On the Water-

What happened on Feb. 11 …  
front ), dies at 64  
1982 Takashi Shimura, Japan, actor ( Rashomon, 7 Samu-
rais ), dies at 76  
1994 Sorrell Brooke, actor (Mayor Hogg - Dukes of Haz-
zard ), dies at 64  
1994 William Conrad, actor ( Cannon), dies of a heart at-
tack at 73  
1997 Don Porter, actor ( Gidget), dies at 84  
       
20 that happened (it was an eventful day): 
1752 Pennsylvania Hospital, first hospital in the US, 
opened. 
1809 Robert Fulton patents the steamboat. 
1810 Napoleon marries Marie-Louise of Austria. 
1852 First British public female toilet opens (Bedford 
Street, London). 
1878 First weekly weather report published in UK. 
1905 James Blackstone, Seattle, bowls 299½ - last pin 
breaks but stands. 
1916 Emma Goldman arrested for lecturing on birth con-
trol. 
1916 Baltimore Symphony Orchestra presents its first con-
cert. 
1922 "April Showers" by Al Jolson hits #1. 
1942 "Archie" comic book debuts. 
1950 "Rag Mop" by The Ames Brothers hits #1. 
1958 Ruth Carol Taylor is first African-American woman 
hired as flight attendant. 
1958 WTVC-TV channel 9 in Chattanooga (ABC) begins 
broadcasting. 
1960 Jack Paar walks off his TV show. 
1963 CIA Domestic Operations Division created. 
1964 Beatles first live appearance in US at Washington, 
DC, Coliseum. 
1969 Diana Crump becomes first US woman jockey to ride 
against men, Hialelah, Florida. 
1976 Clifford Alexander, Jr. confirmed as first black Secre-
tary of Army. 
1979 43 million watch "Elvis!" on ABC. 
1990 Nelson Mandela (political prisoner - 27 years) freed 
in South Africa. 
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DOUGLAS J. CHURCH  
Douglas J. Church, 64, Butler, Tennes-

see passed away Sunday, February 3, 
2008 at Johnson County Community 
Hospital. He was the son of the late 
Herb Church and Flora Olive Hall 
Church. He was a member of First Bap-
tist Church in Mountain City and his 
hobby was farming. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in death by 
three sisters, Nellie Pealier, Connie Os-
borne and Belle Church; and four broth-
ers, Ronnie Church, Glen Church, Ed 
Church, and Junior Church.  

Survivors include his wife, Cassie Wil-
liams Church; three daughters, Linda 
Burrow and husband Jeff, Kingsport, 
Tennessee, Nikki McQueen, Mountain 
City, Tennessee and Tammy Morefield 
and husband Brian, Butler, Tennessee; 
one step-daughter, Jerri Williams, But-
ler, Tennessee; one step-son, Rudy 
Phipps and wife Junie, Mountain City, 
Tennessee; two sisters, Ethel Tolley, 
Johnson City, Tennessee and Cledeth 
Perkins and husband Eddie, Mountain 
City, Tennessee; two brothers, Walt 
Church and wife Sharon, Butler, Ten-
nessee and A.G. Church and wife Joyce, 
Johnson City, Tennessee; 10 grandchil-
dren; one great-grandchild; special 
friends, Dave Hampton and Boyd Peter-
son; and several nieces and nephews.  

Funeral services were conducted at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 5, 2008 at 
Charles B. Hux Memorial Chapel of 
Hux-Lipford Funeral Home with Rev. 
Frank Woods officiating.  

Pallbearers were Jeff Burrow, Brian 
Morefield, Dave Hampton, Rudy Phipps, 
Austin Morefield and Ryan Burrow.  

Graveside and interment were con-
ducted at 1 p.m. Wednesday, February 
6, 2008 in Pleasant Grove Cemetery.  

Online condolences can be sent to this 
family through our website at www.hux-
lipford.com  

Hux-Lipford Funeral Home was in 
charge of the arrangements.  

 
PATRICIA MICHAEL  
Patricia "Kandi" Michael passed away 

Friday, January 25, 2008 in her Florida 
home. She enjoyed fishing and long 
sunny weekends in the Keys with her 

to the American Cancer society or the 
First Baptist Church of Evington.  

Online condolences may be sent to 
www.whittenfuneralhome.com.  

Whitten Funeral Homes & Cremation 
Services was in charge of the arrange-
ments.  

 
ELIZABETH LOUISE RENSHAW   
Elizabeth Louise Renshaw, 56, Moun-

tain City, Tennessee passed away Sun-
day, February 3, 2008 at Johnson City 
Medical Center. She was the daughter 
of the late James Winner and Anita L. 
Pape Winner. She was of the Baptist 
faith and she enjoyed painting and 
cooking. In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by several 
brothers and sisters and two grandchil-
dren, D.J. and Peanut Griffith.  

Survivors include two sons, Ed Kel-
ler, Abingdon, Virginia and Scott Kel-
ler and wife Minnie, Mountain City, 
Tennessee; three grandchildren, 
Shawn Ward, Fall Branch, Tennessee; 
Austin Keller, Abingdon, Virginia and 
Raven Griffith, Mountain City, Tennes-
see.  

Memorial services were held at 2 p.m. 
Friday, February 8, 2008 from the 
Charles B. Hux Memorial Chapel of 
Hux-Lipford Funeral Home with Rev. 
Doug Stidham officiating.  

Online condolences may be sent to 
this family through our website at 
www.hux-lipford.com  

Hux-Lipford Funeral Home was in 
charge of the arrangements.  

 
 
MCDONALD SLEMP 
McDonald Slemp, age 89, of Moun-

tain City, passed away Wednesday, 
February 06, 2008 in Johnson City 
Medical Center. 

Mr. Slemp was born on May 24, 1918 
in Johnson County to the late Charlie 
F. and Nettie Arney Slemp. He was a 
truck driver for many years and retired 
from Tri-State Growers. He liked to 
farm and garden. He was a member of 
Vaughts Gap Baptist Church. 

In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by three sisters, 
Elsie Mercer, Venie Wilson and Clydie 
Bear; brother, Orville Slemp; daughter-

~ RELIGION ~ 
Obituaries  

family. She was so many things in her 
life; Miss Key West, shrimp boat cap-
tain, foster parent and for the last 13 
years, a social worker for the elderly. 
She was a wife, a sister and a friend but 
most people knew her as "Mom." She 
touched so many of our lives and will be 
greatly missed.  

Funeral services were held Thursday, 
January 31, 2008 in Cocoa, Florida.  

Friends may call with condolences: 
Patrick Michael 321-632-4156 or Cherie 
Treadway 423-727-7680.  

 
ROBERT SYLVESTER SHULL   
Robert Sylvester "Bob" Shull, 80, 

Lynchburg, died Saturday, January 26, 
2008 at Lynchburg General Hospital. 
He was the husband of the late Pauline 
Ruth Wagner Shull. He was born in 
Neva, Tennessee on February 26, 1927, 
the son of the late Charles Robert Shull 
and the late Celia Greer Shull. He 
served his country in the U.S. Navy for 
23 years during World War II, Korea 
and Vietnam, was a retired Mainte-
nance Engineer for Hylton Hotels, and 
prior to his death worked at Seven Oaks 
Farm. He was a member of Yellow 
Branch Ruritan Club and was very ac-
tive with the Boy Scouts of America as a 
Vigil Member of the Order of the Arrow. 
He was a member of Pine Grove Baptist 
Church in Mountain City, Tennessee. In 
addition to his wife and parents, he was 
preceded in death by a sister, Mildred 
Dorothy Reece.  

Survivors include two daughters, Mar-
garet Shull Little and husband Roy and 
Susie Valerie Shull, both of Lynchburg; 
two brothers, E. Ray Shull and Tom T. 
Shull, both of Concord; five sisters, 
Mary Jo Goff, Rustburg, Peggy Hines of 
Hurt, Marilyn Fore of Rustburg, Myrtle 
Hall of Boise, Idaho and Greer Tibbs of 
Forest and three grandchildren, Robert 
E. Shull, David Lee Shull and wife 
Robin, Brianna D. Little; one great-
grandson, Landen D. Shull and a great-
granddaughter, Angel M. McKinstry.  

Funeral services were conducted at 2 
p.m. Thursday, January 31, 2008 at 
Whitten Timberlake Chapel with Rev. 
David Place officiating.  

Interment with military honors by 
American Legion Post 16 followed in 
Fort Hill Memorial Park.  

Memorial contributions may be made 
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in-law, Betty Slemp; and a son-in-law, 
Jim Rupard. 

Survivors include his wife of 69 years, 
Ruby Perkins Slemp; three daughters, 
Linda Rupard of Winston-Salem, NC, 
Karen Icenhour and husband Tom of 
Mountain City and Donna L. West and 
husband Dr. Mike West of Knoxville; 
two sons, Buddy Slemp of Lexington, 
NC and Jack Slemp and wife Olive, of 
Lexington, NC; sister, Elizabeth Gentry 
of Mountain City; grandchildren, Chris, 
Alisa, Billy, Michael, Debbie and 

Frankie; great grandchildren, Thomas, 
Matthew, Kelsey, Brandy, T. C., Billy, 
Jr. “Bubba”, Katelyn, Rhea, Brian, 
Megan and Courtney; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

Funeral services were held on Friday, 
February 8, 2008 at Mountain City Fu-
neral Home with interment following at 
2:00 p.m. in Sunset Memorial Park. 
Pallbearers were Chris Icenhour, 
Charles Mercer, Pat Conville, Jody 
Hawkins, Curtis Gentry, Mike West, 
Nick Perkins, Ronnie Perkins and Terry 
Hawkins. Honorary pallbearers were 

Tom Icenhour, John Perkins, Steve 
Courtner and the Johnson County Res-
cue Squad. Music was provided by Joe 
Simcox.  

Those who wish may send memorial 
contributions to Johnson County Rescue 
Squad, 203 Vandilla St., Mountain City, 
TN 37683. 

Condolences may be made online at 
www.mountaincityfuneralhome.com. 

The family of McDonald Slemp en-
trusted his service to Mountain City 
Funeral Home, 224 S. Church St., 
Mountain City, TN 37683.   

 

De Beers, the world's largest diamond importer, recently 
settled a class-action lawsuit worth $297 million, which  
would be divided roughly in half between consumers and 
diamond merchants and resellers. 

The South African company, which controls 40 percent of 
the world's diamond trade, was accused of price-fixing an d 
monopoly practices.  A federal judge in New Jersey must 
still approve the proposed class-action settlement in April . 

The rebate amount will 
be determined based on 
factors such as the value 
of a diamond and the 
total number of consum-
ers who end up filing 
claims under the settle-
ment.  The more people 

who apply for a rebate, the less each individual will re-
ceive. 

The consumer portion of the De Beers payout is capped at 
$135 million, minus up to 25 percent in fees due the m any law 
firms that brought the multiple class-action suits between  
2001 and 2004. 

It doesn’t matter whether a diamond came from De Beers or 
somewhere else.  The lawsuits alleged that De Beers cons pired 
to fix, raise and control the prices of all  diamonds – something 
many purchasers have long suspected. 

The rebates could amount to 30 percent or more of the orig i-
nal price paid.  As a rule, higher value diamonds wi ll com-
mand a higher percentage  rebate than less expensive stones. 

De Beers officials insist that they are admitting no wr ongdo-
ing in agreeing to the proposed settlement, which is equ ivalent 
to roughly six months of the company's earnings. 

According to David Prager, De Beers director of communi-
cations in London, "The confidence consumers have in 
their diamonds is the most important thing for us.  We 
haven't accepted the allegations, but we decided to take 
this step to make sure that consumers still have confi-
dence in the value of their diamonds." 
People who bought diamond(s) in the US between Janu-
ary 1, 1994 and March 31, 2006 can apply for a rebate .  A 
receipt or other proof of the purchase price will be re-
quired. Diamond buyers have until May 19 to file a cl aim. 
Details of the settlement and online claim forms are 
available at www.diamondclassaction 

 

 

 

Consumer refunds possible after De Beers settlement  

 
Going shopping? 
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Embarq says their customers can say goodbye to the 
days of standing in long lines at movie theaters, drivin g to 
multiple video rental stores in search of that new release,  
waiting for the next queued-up movie to arrive in the mail 
and watching hours of music television before actually see-
ing a music video. 

Broadband video on demand is now available for Em-
barq™ High-Speed Internet customers who can access the 
service at myEmbarq.com and purchase premium video 
content. The Embarq™ Video Store provides customers 
access to more than 5,000 movies, 5,000 music videos and  
2,000 TV shows that they can rent on a pay-per-view bas is, 
download to own or download to burn onto a DVD and 
watch on a computer or TV. 

According to a March 2007 study from Nielsen's Net-
Views and NetRatings, an estimated 81 million of the 129 
million people who access the internet via a broadband 
connection, watched TV or movies online. 

"Seeking entertainment should be a simple and fun ex-
perience that easily fits into an individual's lifestyle, " said 
Harry Campbell, Embarq president of Consumer Markets. 
"At Embarq, we developed an online video store to give our 

high-speed internet customers access to a variety of po pu-
lar movies, music videos and TV shows that they can 
watch at their convenience, without leaving their home." 

The cost to rent titles on a pay-per-view basis is $1.99 to 
$3.99 each. Once the content has been rented, customers 
have 30 days to download it. Once downloaded, the content 
can be viewed for 24 hours and can be watched without 
being connected to the internet. 

Additionally, the cost to purchase videos can range up to 
$19.99 each. When customers purchase videos they can 
play them an unlimited number of times on the device 
from which it was purchased. 

Customers can also purchase and burn titles to a DVD. 
Once the copy has been burned from the computer on 
which it was purchased, it may be watched an unlimited  
number of times on that or on any other device. 

Anyone can visit the Embarq™ Video Store by going to 
myEmbarq.com, clicking "Videos" from the left side of th e 
page and selecting "Video Store" from the drop-down 
menu.  However, only Embarq™ High-Speed Internet sub-
scribers can buy or rent from the video store. 

For more information, visit www.Embarq.com . 

Embarq Opens Online Video Store for Customers 

Saving energy not only saves money, it saves resources 
and reduces environmental pollutants.  Consumer Reports 
suggests 20 things that can be done to that end, for free:  

1. Wash clothes in cold water. About 90 percent of energy 
used for laundry goes to heating the water. 

2. Hang clothes outside on a clothesline. This not only 
saves dryer energy, it’s less wear and tear on clothing. 

3. Don't over-dry laundry. Slightly damp clothing will 
hold up better and needs less ironing. A dryer with a mois -
ture sensor will generally run for less time than one with a 
thermostat. 

4. Let the dishwasher do the work. Pre-rinsing dishes 
can waste 20 gallons of heated water per day. Scrape off 
leftover food and let enzyme-based detergents do the rest. 

5. Put computers to sleep. A computer and monitor in 
sleep mode overnight will use 80 percent less electricity 
than one left on 24 hours a day. According to EPA esti-
mates, this could have the effect of cutting CO2 emissions  
by up to 1,250 pounds over the course of a year. 

6. Lower the thermostat in the winter and raise it in the 
summer. In the winter, lower the thermostat 5° to 10° F 
when people are sleeping or out of the house. "A 10° de-
crease can cut your heating bill by as much as 20 percen t," 
says Jim Nanni, manager of the appliance and home-
improvement testing department of Consumer Reports. 
For every degree a thermostat is set higher in the summer, 
cooling costs should drop by at least three percent. 

7. A cold hearth for a warmer house. A conventional fire-
place draws a small gale out of the room and sends it up  
the chimney. If indoor air has been warmed by a central 
heating system, energy dollars are going up the chimney, 
too. Instead, consider a direct-vent, sealed-combustion gas 
fireplace. Consumer Reports has found that those units 
have an energy efficiency of about 70 percent. 

8. Lower the shades and raise the windows. Shades are 
particularly helpful in blocking the sun from west-fac ing 
rooms in the afternoon. If temperatures are cool at night 
and humidity is low, turn off the air conditioner, open win -
dows upstairs and down, and use window fans or a whole-
house fan. 

9. Use fans even when using an air conditioner.  Fans 
operate on a fraction of the energy used by an air condi-
tioner and have a noticeable cooling effect. 

10. Keep air conditioners maintained. Air conditioners 
run more efficiently when filters are cleaned or replaced 
every other week during heaviest use. Keep leaves and 
other debris away from the central air's exterior con-
denser, and keep the condenser coils clean. 

11. Spend less for hot water. Set the water heater at 120° 
F (or the "low" setting), which is hot enough for most 
needs. If the tank feels warm to the touch, consider wrap-
ping it with conventional insulation or a blanket made f or 
that purpose. To help conserve the water's heat on its way 

20 free ways to save energy 
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procedural safeguards are followed to ensure evaluation pro -
cedures are nondiscriminatory. 
For more information, contact the Johnson County Special 
Education Office at 423-727-2640. 
 
First United Methodist Church 
First United Methodist Church, 128 N. Church St., has  an 
open heart, an open mind, and an open door for all to come in 
and be welcomed by a gracious and friendly church family . We 
have a traditional service with strong preaching, chil dren’s 
church, and an exceptional music program. One of our maj or 
areas of concern is local missions to which we donate, a long 
with member contributions, the earnings from our Unique 
Boutique, located behind the church on Butler Street. Each  
Sunday morning Coffee begins at 9:30; Sunday School at 
10:00; and Morning Worship at 11:00. 
 
Faith Garden Project 
The Faith Garden Project and the Mountain City Rotary Club 
need the public’s help.  The Rotary club has a once in a  life-
time opportunity to help 1,400 desperate orphans in Kampa la, 
Uganda. The Mountain City Rotary Club was contacted re-
cently by the Rotary Foundation.  They informed the Moun-
tain City club that extra funds have become available for 
matching grants to help the orphan children. All donati ons 
will be matched at 2.5 times. This means that a $100  donation 
becomes $350 in grant money. The foundation is already cov -
ering the travel expenses for the Faith Garden Project team,  
which leaves for Uganda in May. The grant money will be 
used to buy medicines, medical supplies, library books, and 
shipping. 
If our community can raise $3,000 by Feb. 15, we can get 
$11,500 back in grant funds. By using $8,000 of the g rant 
money to purchase the medicines and medical supplies fr om 
MAP INTERNATIONAL, we can get $30,000 dollars worth of  
life-saving medicines. Dr. Don Tarr is our medical coord inator 
for this project. The Mountain City Rotary Club will use  
$1,500 of the grant money to buy $5000 worth of children’ s 
library books. The remaining funds will be used for shi pping. 
All donations of ANY  size will be greatly appreciated and are 
tax exempt. Please contact Marilyn Uhl (423) 727-8816 - H, 
(423) 727-8394 -W, muhl@k12tn.net or Mary Gale (423) 7 27-
5143, mgale@naxs.net.  
 

nity Theatre and JCHS plays. Only $100 for six plays and 7-9 
Heritage Hall events could mean a savings of over $50. Thes e 
are such a bargain, you might want to purchase gift pa sses for 
your friends and a season pass for yourself, and these passes  
can be conveniently redeemed at the box office or at the door.  
Some events coming to Heritage Hall in ‘08 include a bar ber-
shop group, the ETSU Bluegrass Band, and Dr. Allen Kind t, 
Pianist. Of course our wonderfully talented Community Th ea-
tre and JCHS drama students will also be presenting f ive 
plays, all of which have always been extremely popular. Wh at 
a wonderful way to support our local organizations and en joy 
being a part of this community. Gift passes are just $ 10 each 
and orders of $100 or more can be personalized with t he 
giver’s name. AND, nobody has to leave town!   The box office, 
located at 126 College Street, (which will re-open on Jan. 16) 
is open on Thursdays and Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. or 
you may call 423-727-7444 anytime to reserve or purcha se 
tickets. Please leave a message with your name and number, 
and a staff member will return your call within 48 hou rs. For 
more detailed information about the Heritage Hall schedule,  
check our website: www.heritagehalltheatre.org  
 
Send information to Welcome Center  
Organizations and parties wishing to include the Welc ome 
Center’s phone number as a contact for further information  
need to send information about the event to the Welcome Cen-
ter so they can pass it along to callers and/or visitors . Call 
727-5800 to discuss your event, or email  
jcwc@highcountryonline.net.  
 
Join the Garden Club 
If you’re interested in gardening and in garden events, joi n 
the Johnson County Garden Club. For more information call 
727-1565. 
 
Unique Boutique Open   
Unique Boutique, sponsored by First United Methodist 
Church, is a thrift store with something for everyone. Lo cated 
at 122 Butler Lane in Mountain City, you can shop on 
Wednesdays, when the ‘open’ sign is out, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  For more information, call Kathy Devine at 727-060 4. 
 
 
Gifted Child Find in Johnson County 
We’re looking for: high intellectual potential students. Defini-
tion and criteria for eligibility for gifted as defined by the Ten-
nessee Department of Education: a student whose intellectual 
abilities and potential for achievement are so outstandi ng 
that special provisions are required to meet his/her edu ca-
tional needs is considered gifted.  Eligibility for servi ces as a 
gifted student is based on evaluation in each of the followi ng 
areas: academic achievement, creative thinking, academic  
performance and cognition/intelligence.  Anyone, including 
parents, guardian, or community professional, may refer  a 
student for screening and possible evaluation. A screenin g 
team of educational professionals considers screening infor -
mation, previous evaluations, and teacher/parent input to 
determine if a comprehensive evaluation is needed. The 
teams’ decision is based on multiple data sources. An as sess-
ment team will determine the types of assessment needed. A ll 

Things to do                                                         from p. 8    
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By Brenda Hodgkiss 
 

Keeping youth baseball fun is a 
primary concern of Babe Ruth 
League's Cal Ripken Division, 
which is comprised of Major, Mi-
nor, Rookie, and T-Ball Divisions. 
Currently over 700,000 youths play 
Cal Ripken Baseball/Softball 
worldwide. Now Ripken is using 
the platform that baseball has pro-
vided him to help grow the game 
he loves at the grassroots level.  

Cal Ripken has four divisions 
within itself;  

1. T-Ball (ages 4 to 6): This level 
teaches the fundamentals of hit-
ting and fielding. All batters will 
hit the ball from a batting tee, 
which is adjusted to a height that 
allows the batter to swing level.  

2. Rookies (ages 7 and 8): This is 
a pitching machine program. By 
controlling the pitches with a 
pitching machine, there is more 
action at the plate and in the field. 
Fear of being hit by a pitched ball 
is diminished, making the game 
safer and improving the playing 
confidence and ability of all partici-
pants.  

3. Minors (ages 9 and 10): Among 
teammates of their own age and 
experience level, players continue 
building and refining their funda-
mental skills while they begin to 
understand game strategy.  

4. Majors (ages 11 and 12): This 
is the most experienced level of Cal 
Ripken Baseball.  

Cal Ripken Baseball is conducted 
under the Official Baseball Rules, 
which is played by all middle 
schools, high schools, college and 
pros. For example, most players 12 
and under do not know what a balk 
is; this is a part of the basic official 
rules that are implemented by the 
Cal Ripken League.  

The Cal Ripken League has 
started a new chapter in Johnson 
County and registration was held 
in early January. For more infor-
mation please call 727-6731 or 727-
4 1 9 5 ,  o r  yo u  c a n  v i s i t 
http://baberuthleague.org. 

 

What is the Cal Ripken League?  
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to the faucets, insulate the plumbing with pipe sleeves; 
these can raise the end-use temperature by 2° to 4° F. 

12. Microwave instead of baking whenever possible. 
Heating food in a microwave uses only 20 percent of the 
energy required by a full-sized oven. While the second-
hand heat from an oven may be welcome in winter, it can 
put an added load on air conditioners in warmer months. 

13. Use the right pan. When cooking on the stovetop, 
match pan size to burner size.  Mismatched pans and ele-
ments use much more energy. Steam foods instead of boil-
ing. Put a lid on the pot to maintain heat. 

14. Read the EnergyGuide label. When shopping for a 
new appliance, look for the label that gives an estima te of 
annual energy consumption. 

15. Use a Crock-Pot. Slow cooking uses far less energy 
than simmering on the stove. 

16. Clean refrigerator coils. The motor won’t run as often 
or as long.  Save energy dollars and extend the life of the 
appliance.   

17. Drive steadily and slower. Hard acceleration and 
abrupt braking uses more fuel than moderate slowing and 
starts.  Keeping speed down saves on fuel consumption, 
because aerodynamic drag increases dramatically at 
higher speeds.  Traveling at 65 mph instead of 55 de-
creases gas mileage by 12.5 percent.  At 75 mph that fig -
ure jumps to 25 percent. 

18. Roof racks decrease fuel efficiency. A loaded roof rack 
can decrease gas mileage by more than 15 percent. Even 
driving with empty ski racks wastes gas. 

19. Use regular octane gas.  Premium gasoline does not 
improve performance in a vehicle. Most cars have built-i n 
sensors that adjust the engine timing to the gas in the 
tank. Even if the owner's manual recommends high-octane 
gas, ask the dealership about switching to regular. 

20. Don’t let car engines idle. With most gasoline en-
gines, it's more efficient to turn off the engine than to idle  
longer than 30 seconds. After starting the car in the morn -

ing, begin driving right away; don't let it sit and " warm 
up" for several minutes. An engine actually warms up 
faster while driving. 

 
For a few dollars more: 
Consumer Reports' "Complete Guide to Reducing Energy 

Costs" is full of ways to cut energy bills.  It offers idea s 
that cost a little money and effort, such as weather-
stripping windows, and others, more costly, such as p ur-
chasing an energy-efficient appliance or vehicle. 

1.  Seal those leaks.  Good insulation is important, but 
inexpensive foam strips and caulking can cut your heating  
and cooling bills by 5 to 30 percent. 

2. Try do-it-yourself low-E windows. A self-adhesive fil m 
on the glass, this treatment is a lot cheaper than replaci ng 
the units, and better-quality films are quite durable. 

3. Use a programmable thermostat. According to the De-
partment of Energy, roughly half of the typical home's en-
ergy bill goes for heating and cooling. The easiest way to  
save, short of sweating or shivering, is to use programma-
ble thermostats. They can pay for themselves in about a 
year. 

4. Switch to compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs). A single  
bulb can save from $25 to $45 over its life. Manufacturer s 
claim that CFLs last between 5 and 13 times longer than  
standard incandescent bulbs. 
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Thanks to the hard work of Darryl and Denise Barlow 

with Mountain City Online, BIN’s website is up and 
running. You can access it at www.badideanews.com. 

The pages feature all ads that appear in the PDF ver-
sion, as well as everything else (regular features, storie s, 
voting records, court docket, etc.) in an easy-to-read and 
navigate form.  

B.A.D. Idea News website completed 
 



��������� � � � � �� 
 � � �� � � ! "� � �
�����	������������	������



��������� � � � � �� 
 � � �� � � ! "� � �
�����	������������	������



City Council                                                    from p. 3    
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Although the subject was covered and approved by pass-
ing the consent calendar, Alderman Morrison gave the 
board information on the cost of moving the police depart-
ment’s repeater to the same location as the water depart-
ment repeater. 

“The bleed-over issue is being caused by a frequency 
problem,” he said. “The company can move the repeater 
for $500, but there may be an additional cost of $2,000 i f 
we have to replace the cables.”  

An additional motion to allow the named company to 
move the repeater passed unanimously. 

In reference to overdue water bills, City Recorder Reece 
announced his office has sent out 350 letters. After some 
discussion, the board authorized Reece to allow payments 
on delinquent accounts, provided they are made within a 
reasonable time frame. 
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