
Meth lab  
properties to be 
quarantined 

Johnson County Sheriff Mike Reece says that his office has 
begun quarantining buildings and/or locations where meth  
labs are found. 

“So far we have taken this action one time,” said Reece. 
“The property is at 1674 Slabtown Road, and it was quara n-
tined on October 5. Any we find from here on out will also be  
quarantined.  

“We want to try and limit damage or injury to the people 
that will live in a home that has been used as a meth l ab. The 
bad part is that the property owner will be responsible for  the 
clean-up cost.” 

In 2004 and 2005, the Tennessee General Assembly passed 
several bills relating to the illegal manufacture of metham -
phetamine.  Each of these new laws included new duties for  
Tennessee’s sheriffs. 

Public chapter 855 of the Acts of 2004 gives the sherif f the 
authority to quarantine any property or any structure or 
room in any structure on any property located in the coun ty 
where the manufacture of methamphetamine, its salts, iso-
mers, and salts of its isomers (precursors) is occurring  or has 
occurred.  If the sheriff quarantines such property, the s heriff 
becomes responsible for posting signs indicating that the 
property has been quarantined and, to the extent they can be 
reasonably identified, for notifying all parties having any 
right, title or interest in the quarantined property, i ncluding 
any lien holders [T.C.A.  68-212-503(b)].  Once the proper ty 
has been quarantined it must remain quarantined until a  
certified industrial hygienist or other qualified person or en-
tity certifies to the sheriff that the property is safe f or human 
use [T.C.A.  68-212-505]. 

Public Chapter 18 of the Acts of 2005 enacted the Meth-F ree 
Tennessee Act of 2005.  The act amends T.C.A.  68-212-503 to 
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Woolly Bear Caterpillars: Weather Predictors? 
weather rule of thumb that was as old as the 
hills around Bear Mountain. The resulting 
publicity made the woolly bear the most rec-
ognizable caterpillar in North America. 
What is the Woolly Bear? 
The caterpillar Curran studied, the true 

woolly bear, is the larval form of Pyrrharctia 
Isabella, the Isabella tiger moth. Here is 
more background: 
* This medium-size moth, with yellowish-

orange and cream-colored wings spotted 
with black, is common from northern Mexico 
throughout the United States and across the 
southern third of Canada. 
* As moths go, the Isabella isn't much to 

look at compared with other species, but its 
immature larva, called the black-ended bear 

or the woolly bear (and, throughout the South, woolly 
worm) is one of the few caterpillars most people can iden-
tify. 

The woolly bear caterpillar—with its 13 
distinct segments of black and reddish-
brown—has the reputation of being able to 
forecast the coming winter weather. 

Here are the history, facts, and lore about 
this legendary caterpillar. 

How the Woolly Bear Became "Famous" 
* In the fall of 1948, Dr. C. H. Curran, 

curator of insects at the American Museum 
of Natural History in New York City, took 
his wife 40 miles north of the city to Bear 
Mountain State Park to look at woolly bear 
caterpillars. 

* Dr. Curran collected as many caterpil-
lars as he could in a day, determined the 
average number of reddish-brown seg-
ments, and forecast the coming winter 
weather through a reporter friend at The New York Her-
ald Tribune. 

* Dr. Curran's experiment, which he continued over the 
next eight years, attempted to prove scientifically a 

Mid-October, Watauga Lake Conservation Tour '09. 
Photo by Dennis Shekinah 

clarify that the purpose of the provision allowing for the 
quarantine of properties where methamphetamine 
manufacturing has occurred is to prevent people from 
being exposed to the hazards associated with metham-
phetamine and the chemicals associated with the 
manufacture of methamphetamine.  The act also 
amends Title 68, Chapter 212, Part 5, by adding a new 
section that requires the sheriff, within seven days of 
issuing an order of quarantine, to transmit to the com-
missioner of environment and conservation the follow-
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On This Day, October 26 …  

1825 - The Erie Canal opened in upstate New 
York. The 363-mile canal connected Lake Erie 
and the Hudson River at a cost of $7,602,000. 

Methamphetamine labs in Johnson County are usu-
ally small, producing enough of the drug for the 
cooker’s use, plus some to sell to raise the money nec-
essary for making another run. 

If production increases, more and more time will be 
dedicated by law enforcement to finding and eradicat-
ing each lab location. This will put a heavy burden on 
the Johnson County Sheriff’s Department and the 
Mountain City Police Department. It is possible that 
officers will be spending less time on normal activities 
and devoting more time to meth-related activities, 
leaving Johnson County residents more vulnerable to 
crime. 

As meth production and use increases, statistics 
show that the crime rate also increases. The county 
could see a dramatic rise in breaking and entering, 

armed robberies, car theft and other criminal activity.  Already 
over-burdened courts could see a sharp rise in cases being pre-
sented, and the county’s spacious new jail could become over-
crowded very quickly. 

The drain on social services could also see an increase as l ab 
operators are captured and imprisoned. Their families coul d 
become totally dependent on state and local resources for hous -
ing, food and medical costs. Children removed from meth l abs 
are placed with relatives, if at all possible, but some have to be 
taken into state custody. Johnson Countians would be sharin g 
the cost of caring for these children. 

Since the labs are seldom located on property belonging to 
the lab operator, the landowners will be burdened with the 
cost of cleanup and a possible reduction in property value. 

Meth production and use can and will affect each and every  
person in the county if the problem is not resolved.  

Some effects of meth use and produc-
tion in Johnson County 
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Buildings used to make meth can be a health risk to 
the next unsuspecting tenants. Toxic vapors may have 
absorbed into the furniture, flooring, air vents and 

walls. Harsh liquids dumped or spilled can remain for  a long 
time as residue in bathtubs, toilets, sinks or floors. 

For tax purposes, a casualty is the damage, destruction , or 
loss of property resulting from an identifiable event that is  
sudden, unexpected, or unusual. 

* A sudden event is one that is swift, not gradual or progr es-
sive. 

* An unexpected event is one that is ordinarily unanticipated  
and unintended. 

* An unusual event is one that is not a day-to-day occurren ce 
and that is not typical of the activity in which you w ere en-
gaged. 

For example, if the house had caught fire as a result of th e 
meth production, that would qualify as a casualty loss.  How-
ever, if the house had been rendered uninhabitable because of 
the toxic fumes then it would be considered a progressive dete-
rioration similar to a termite infestation. This would n ot be 
considered a casualty loss. 

If the home is gutted and converted to a for-profit rental ac-
tivity, the cost of the improvements would be subject to depr e-
ciation. Residential rental property is depreciated evenly over 
27.5 years.  

 
To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, 

be informed that any U.S. federal tax advice contained  in this 
communication (including any attachments) is not intend ed or 
written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpo se of (1) 
avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or  (2) pro-
moting, marketing or recommending to another party any 
transaction or matter addressed herein. Taxpayers shou ld seek 
professional advice based on their particular circumst ances. 

 

Thinking of a tax write-off for meth-
contaminated property? 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is launching 

this year a comprehensive new evaluation of the pesticide 
atrazine to determine its effects on humans. At the end of 
this process, the agency will decide whether to revise its  
current risk assessment of the pesticide and whether new 
restrictions are necessary to better protect public health . 
One of the most widely used agricultural pesticides in t he 
U.S., atrazine can be applied before and after planting to 
control broadleaf and grassy weeds. EPA will evaluate 
the pesticide’s potential cancer and non-cancer effects on 
humans. Included in this new evaluation will be the most 
recent studies on atrazine and its potential association 
with birth defects, low birth weight, and premature 
births.  

“One of Administrator Jackson’s top priorities is to im-
prove the way EPA manages and assesses the risk of 
chemicals, including pesticides, and as part of that ef fort, 
we are taking a hard look at the decision made by the 
previous administration on atrazine,” said Steve Owens, 
assistant administrator for EPA’s Office of Prevention, 
Pesticides and Toxic Substances. “Our examination of 
atrazine will be based on transparency and sound science, 
including independent scientific peer review, and will 
help determine whether a change in EPA’s regulatory 
position on this pesticide is appropriate.”    

During the new evaluation, EPA will consider the po-
tential for atrazine cancer and non-cancer effects, and 
will include data generated since 2003 from laboratory 
and population studies. To be certain that the best sci-
ence possible is used in its atrazine human health risk 
assessment and ensure transparency, EPA will seek ad-
vice from the independent Scientific Advisory Panel 

(SAP) established under the Federal Insecticide, Fungici de 
and Rodenticide Act.  

EPA will engage the SAP to evaluate the human health 
effects of atrazine over the coming year. Below is the time-
line:  

* November 2009: EPA will present SAP its plan for the 
new atrazine evaluation.  

* February 2010: EPA will present and seek scientific 
peer review of its proposed plan for incorporating popula-
tion studies into the atrazine risk assessment.    

* April 2010: EPA will present and seek peer review of its  
evaluation of atrazine non-cancer effects based on animal 
laboratory toxicology studies, selection of safety factors in 
the risk assessment, and the sampling design currently 
used to monitor drinking water in community water sys-
tems.   

* September 2010: EPA will present and seek peer review 
of its evaluation of atrazine cancer and non-cancer effects 
based on animal toxicology studies and epidemiology stud-
ies. This review is intended to include the most recent re-
sults from the National Cancer Institute’s Agricultural 
Health Study, anticipated for publication in 2010.  

At the conclusion of this process, EPA will ask the SAP to 
review atrazine’s potential effects on amphibians and 
aquatic ecosystems. The SAP meetings will be open to the 
public.  

In addition to the scientific review of the effects of 
atrazine, EPA plans to meet with interested groups to ex-
plore better ways to inform the public more quickly about 
results of atrazine drinking water monitoring.  

More information on atrazine: http://www.epa.gov/
pesticides/reregistration/atrazine/atrazine_update.htm  

More information on the SAP meetings: http://
www.epa.gov/scipoly/sap/index.htm   
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EPA Begins New Scientific Evaluation 
of Atrazine  

New EPA Information on Insect Repellents  
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 

launched a new Web page containing product information 
on certain skin-applied insect repellents. EPA’s goal is  to 
provide the public with information on registered insect 
repellents and their effectiveness claims in a clear, consi s-
tent, and user-friendly format.  

“EPA’s release of information on the effectiveness of 
insect repellents will help American consumers select the  

right product for their needs and protect themselves and 
their children from potentially devastating diseases sprea d 
by mosquitoes and ticks, such as West Nile virus and Lyme 
disease,” said Steve Owens, assistant administrator for 
EPA’s Office of Prevention, Pesticides and Toxic Sub-
stances.  “This Web-based dissemination of information 
supports Administrator Jackson’s goals of transparency a nd 
public access and protecting children’s health.”  

The new Web page contains two tables listing insect repel-
lent products that are registered by 
the agency: those that control mos-
quitoes and ticks, and those that only 
control mosquitoes. The Web page 
compiles publicly available informa-
tion on protection times based on 
product effectiveness data reviewed 
by EPA, and presents it in a format 
that makes it easy for consumers to 
make informed risk management 
decisions to protect their health and 
that of their families and children. 
The Web page also contains informa-
tion on vector-borne diseases such as 
West Nile virus and Lyme disease, 
and the importance of personal pro-
tection measures. 
 
The Web page can be accessed at 

http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/health/
mosquitoes/insectrp.htm 
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Question : Do you approve or disapprove of Obama’s health-
care plan? Why or why not? 

 
1. Generally yes. The final bill needs a lot of work, but health 

insurance reform is absolutely necessary, as is a publi c 
option. You may have heard the name Wendell Potter. He 
was a CIGNA flak (yes, I can use that term now) for 15 
years, but seeing a free health care clinic at the Wise 
County (Va.) fairgrounds changed his mind. The insuran ce 
company cabal members have been screwing America for a 
long time, and it's time they had some competition. The 
public option will provide that. 

2. It's better than nothing. However, if a strong publi c option 
in not included, I will advocate for it to NOT be pas sed. 
This is so easy, and it's not complicated or re-invent th e 
wheel stuff. KISS=Medicare for all. 

3. Obama mandated Congress present a health care plan, b ut 
he personally didn't have one himself. The current plan is  
so watered down, it's practically worthless.  American 
needs universal coverage; no doubt about that. 

4. Disapprove. People who want health care have it and don 't 
want anyone messing with it. Obama is out to give every-
thing away. He has never worked a day in his life nor ha s 
he ever run a business and employed people. He has no 
clue and is the scariest person I know. 

5. I don't know enough about it to say. They keep changin g 
the outline of the healthcare plan but I know I can't a fford 
a raise in my co-pays and deductibles. Why doesn't he 
crack down on some of the people illegally receiving SSI 
and disability payments, sucking Medicare and Social Se-
curity dry? 

6. Plan?  I thought his plan for health care was to del egate 
the work and tell Congress to send him a health care plan.  
So far, what they have is a health INSURANCE plan, 
which is different from health CARE.  If there is any real 
improvement, it'll be a first. 

7. I STRONGLY DISSAPROVE. The SOCIALIST/MARXIST 
agenda Obama has brought upon the US was well hidden 
from the average American - it is becoming more and more  
obvious (shadow govt. of Czars of radical bent) that hi s 
efforts are to thru cap and trade, socialized health car e, 
taking over the car companies, and not supporting the US  
deployed forces overseas. He wants to redistribute the 
wealth of all Americans, not only to "the uninsured" but to  
the third world as well. He wants the US to become a sec-

ond or, worse yet, a third world country. Govt 
run health care will bankrupt the US and 
lower our standard of health care, especially 
for seniors. His claims overseas that the US is 
not a Christian nation, apologizing for the 
blood sweat and tears that have made Amer-
ica great and the world a more free place; 
bowing to the King of Saudi Arabia, playing 
patsy to the Russians, anti-capitalist 
moves....etc. He has lied repeatedly and is in a 
bum’s rush to get his agenda thru before the 
slow-to-learn Americans can see what kind of 
damage he and his radical elite friends in 
Congress are bringing upon what was once 
the greatest nation in the world. This left 
wing radical agenda must be stopped before 
we have no future, no money, a ruined econ-
omy, and a sinking quality of non-innovative 
and health care. 

8. Haven't really read the whole thing but if 
they are taking away from the seniors to give 
to illegal aliens, then I'm definitely against it. 

9. It's a little hard to know what "Obama's 
health care plan" really is, but there are a few 
things that I think are crucial in this health 
care discussion. Probably, the most important 
is to see that everyone is covered with some 
sort of plan and I have no problem with a gov-
ernment run plan. Insurance companies must 
not be allowed to deny coverage to anyone for 
any reason and I would love to see insurance 
companies become non-profit entities (can't 
see that ever happening, but it might be a  
good idea). Then we have got to cut the cost of 
medical care, and yes, we might have to have 
some rationing (for example, we might have to 
ask "is this MRI going to make any difference 
whatsoever in the care that we need to pro-
vide?"). Let's not leave out the pharmaceutical 
companies - they are out of control. We also 
need to have tort reform and very few are 
talking about that. Could it be the lobbying 
effort on the part of trial lawyers?? Lastly, we 
need a strong emphasis on wellness and pre-
vention and we all need to take more respon-
sibility on keeping our bodies as healthy as 
possible for as long as possible.  It's a huge 
problem and it's going to take some very wise 
decisions to fix it. My hope is that whatever 
eventually gets passed doesn't simply make 
things worse, because we really can't travel 
down this road much further.  

10. Yes, I do.  Because he is really trying to help 
all Americans with this.  And I'm sure there 
will be members of Congress who can & will 
add to his bill. 

11. Something has to change. Just because spe-
cial interests are happy with the way things 
are does not make things right. Obama is a 
voice for those who do not have one and I sup-
port him. 

12. I highly disapprove.  It will make a bad prob-
lem much worse, put more administrators 
between patients and doctors, complicating 
what is already a nightmare.  Care will be 
limited or rationed.  Much needs to be im-
proved in our health care system.   Let's start 
fixing what is there--tort reform, across state 
line availability of insurance which will pro-
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By Pettus L. Read  
 
I Don’t Think So 

  
 We have all heard the story of the 

beautiful princess who happened upon 
the frog one day who instructed her to 
give him a great big smooch on the mouth 
and he would turn into a handsome 
prince. The story ended with her doing 
just that and he did turn into a good-
looking guy causing them to get married 
and live happily ever after. 

Just the other day I heard somewhat of 
the same story, but with a different twist. It seems ther e 
was this independent and self-assured princess coming 
upon a frog who gave her somewhat of the same line as 
you have heard before. You know the one where you give 
him a kiss and he turns into Prince Charming. But, thi s 

frog didn’t know 
when to stop the 
courtship and 
went on to tell 
her that once he 
turned into the 
prince they would 
get  mar r ied , 
move into the 
castle with his 
mother, and the 

princess could prepare all his favorite meals, wash his 
clothes, have a bunch of kids and she could feel happy 
forever for doing so.  

However, the end of the story changes here somewhat 
with the results that night not being everyone living hap-
pily ever after. Instead it closes with the princess di ning 
on frog legs, laughing and saying, "I don't think so."  

This happy ever after stuff happens a lot in fairy tal es, 
but every now and then even the fairy tales allow the 
farmer’s wife to do damage to the mice that can’t see real 
well. In real life the second story of the frog and its re-
sults is the one we hear about more often than the happy 
ever after.  

Right now, there is a princess and frog fairy tale hap -
pening up in Washington called climate change legisla-

tion and it is using some of the same lines 
that the second frog used with the prin-
cess.  It is promising to save the planet, but 
at the expense of farmers, consumers and 
the U.S. economy. The bill, authored by 
Senators Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) and John 
Kerry (D-Mass), seeks to reduce U.S. green-
house gas emissions through a cap-and-
trade program. The legislation would re-
quire greenhouse gas emissions to be cut 20 
percent by 2020 from 2005 levels – greater 
than the House bill’s target of 17 percent, 
which is also not a very good piece of legis-
lation. The 20 percent target is unrealistic 

and will lead to higher energy bills for all consumers. 
For all us consumers, the cost of cap-and-trade programs  

as part of climate change legislation will be a kiss from  a 
frog that wants it all. Our very own U.S. Energy Depar t-
ment estimates annual energy costs are likely to increase 
by $1,870 per household. Combined with higher costs for 
food due to the shrinking of the agricultural sector, famil ies 
would have to absorb a $2,300 hit each year. And, they need 
to be asking some lawmakers just where do they absorb 
that kind of hit.  

Looked at another way, if cap-and-trade becomes law, 
America’s taxpayers will foot the bill for its $200 b illion an-
nual cost. That’s the equivalent of a 15 percent hike in per-
sonal income taxes for each U.S. taxpayer.  If we tho ught 
the recent town hall knockdown and drag out events were 
something during the health care debates, we haven’t seen 
anything compared to when John Q. Public has a 15 per-
cent personal income tax. 

Agriculture in Brazil, Russia, India, China and Argen tina 
produces more greenhouse gases than the U.S. If the Sen-
ate approves House-passed cap-and-trade provisions of cli-
mate change legislation, global greenhouse gas emissions 
will increase as more food is produced by these less-effic ient 
nations. If the climate bill becomes law, U.S. agricultu re 
will shrink as land used for food production is instead 
planted with trees with the intention of reducing green-
house emissions. So we do all the things requested by this 
legislation.  Does that mean that just by making changes 
here in the USA the climate changes will be fixed? And, I 
still question if they are broken. These less-efficient n ations 
are not making a lot of headway in cleaning up their air  
quality. Instead we put America’s food producers, the 
farmer, at a competitive disadvantage in international m ar-
kets with countries that do not have similar carbon emis -
sion restrictions. 

It is time to be just like the second princess and say, “I  
don’t think so.” The cur-
rent senate climate 
change bill is a frog with 
a lot of warts and it is 
time to let Washington 
know that we don’t want 
to play spin-the-bottle.  

 
 
Pettus L. Read is editor 

of the Tennessee Farm 
Bureau News and Direc-
tor of Communications for 
the Tennessee Farm Bu-
reau Federation.  He may 
be contacted by e-mail at 
pread@tfbf.com 
  

 

 

 

"You are making progress if each mistake is a new 
one." 

~ Author unknown 



It was interesting to learn that most termite barriers 
only discourage termites and won't always stop them. 
However, if termites are having problems accessing the 
object of their desire, they will construct tunnels/tubes 
over a guard. The tunnels are necessary so that the ter-
mites don't dry out when exposed to dryer air and 
sunlight. These tubes can be easily spotted and the inva -
sion intercepted before they do too much damage. 

The best way to avoid a termite infestation is to ensure 
you keep wood well away from your home – for example, 
logs used as garden borders, firewood, wooden stairs and 
decks. If you do intend to construct with wood outside your 
home and don't wish to use chemically treated wood, there 
are some naturally termite-resistant species of trees you 
can use. The availability of these types of lumber will v ary 
between countries, so it's best to check with a local expe rt. 

In the case of non-termite-resistant lumber, all wood-to-
soil and wood-to-concrete contacts should be eliminated 
where possible, and all wood that is exposed to moisture 
should be properly sealed. 

As termites require moisture and warmth to go about 
their destructive business, it's also a good idea not to stor e 
lumber or cellulose based materials such as newspapers 
under your house, and ensure there's adequate ventilation. 

Another preventative measure is the use of bait blocks. 
These are wedge shaped pieces of termiticide-treated wood 
you drive into the ground around your home. As termites 
always send out scouts first, these scouts are attracted to 
the bait and send for the troops. Termites feeding on the 
bait also distribute the poison to the nest on their ret urn. 
Some of these baits have been designed not to interfere 
with ants or earthworms; however, they are toxic to 
aquatic organisms. 

Dealing with termite infestations 
How you deal with an infestation is probably something 

best left to professionals, as the continued stability and  
safety of your house might be at stake. Look for pest con-
trol companies with a distinctive green flair; it's som ething 
they'll flaunt, and there are plenty of them popping up 
around the place now. However, be wary of greenwashing; 
read about their processes and don't be afraid to ask ques -
tions. 

Non-toxic treatments employed by environmentally-
minded pest control companies include freezing, electroc u-
tion and use of parasites that will feed on the termites. 
Borax is also sometimes used in bait blocks or as a dust  
that results in termite dehydration and death.  

Earth friendly termite control 
 
By Michael Bloch  

Reprinted with permission from:  
www.greenlivingtips.com  
Green Living Tips is an online re-

source powered by renewable energy of-
fering a wide variety of earth friendly 
tips, green guides, advice and environ-
ment related news to help consumers 
and business reduce costs, consumption 
and environmental impact on the planet. 

Owner and editor of Green Living Tips, Michael Bloch i s 
an environmentalist and entrepreneur who hails from 
Seacliff Park, South Australia. 

Controlling termites the environmentally 
friendly way 
 

Termites, also known as white ants, get a pretty bad r ap. 
However, they can be very destructive when the paths be-
tween humans and termites cross, costing millions of dol-
lars each year in damage to housing and other wooden 
structures. 

Termites – the good 
Like most creatures, termites play a very important rol e 

in the environment.  
Termites assist in soil construction and enrichment and 

are an important food source for many animals. Even hu-
mans are known to eat certain species rich in fats and p ro-
teins. Termite mounds and hollowed wood also provide 
habitats for other creatures. 

Termites may even be a source of power in the future, as 
they can produce up to two litres of hydrogen from digest-
ing a single sheet of paper. According to the US Depart-
ment of Energy Joint Genome Institute, termites are one 
of the planet's most efficient bioreactors. 

Termites – the bad 
Termites don't only munch on wood in houses; they'll 

also chew away at paper and cloth – anything with a c ellu-
lose base. Plastics and rubber may also be used by ter-
mites, not as food but as materials for their own constr uc-
tion projects. 

Preventing termite damage 
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"There are nights when the wolves are silent and only the moon  howls." 
~ George [Denis Patrick] Carlin, 1937-2008, 5-time G rammy Award-winning American stand-up comedian, actor  & au-

thor ("Seven Words You Can Never Say on Television") 
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~ OBITUARIES  ~ 
DEAN MILLER 

Dean Miller, age 58, of Mountain 
City, Tennessee, went home to be 
with the Lord on Monday, October 
19, 2009 at the Johnson City Medi-
cal Center following a lengthy bat-
tle with cancer.  He was born in 
Johnson County, Tennessee on De-
cember 12, 1950, son of Mabel 
Greene Miller and the late Max 
Miller, who passed away October 
20, 1996.  Dean was the former 
owner of Millers Tire and Farm Supply of Zionville, North 
Carolina.  He loved to spend time with his family and 
friends, especially his grandchildren.  He also enjoyed 
farming, horses and camping.  He was a member of Zion-
ville Baptist Church and had attended Calvary Baptist  
Church. 

Dean is survived by his wife of 15 years, Jean Ham 
Miller; his mother, Mabel Miller of Mountain City, TN; 
three daughters:  Christina Clay and husband Eric of W est 
Jefferson, NC, Heather Hicks of Wilmington, NC and 
Melissa Stanley and husband Scott of Mountain City, TN;  
one son, Neal Ham and wife Heather of Lansing, NC; two 
sisters:  Martha Miller and husband Jimmy and Barbar a 
Simcox and husband Tony, all of Mountain City, TN; five 
grandchildren:  Casey Ham of Mountain City, TN, Wesley 
Ham, Chloe Ham, both of Lansing, NC, Sydney Hicks of 
Wilmington, NC and Aliyah Clay of West Jefferson, NC; 
three nieces:  Jennifer Miller, Julia Miller and Kelly Si m-
cox; one nephew, Aaron Simcox, all of Mountain City, TN; 
aunts and uncles:  Mary Reece, Earl Miller and wife 
Lucille, all of Zionville, NC; Iva Lee Dancy, Clay Verne 
Greene and wife Martha Jean and Ted Greene and wife 
Betty, all of Vilas, NC; best friend, Larry Miller of Zi on-
ville, NC and several cousins. 

The funeral service was held at 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
October 22, 2009 at Calvary Baptist Church with Pastor s 
Steven Spencer, Michael Icenhour and Ron Manuel offici-
ating. 

Music was under the direction of Calvary Baptist Church  
Choir and Mr. Ron Manuel. 

Graveside Service and Interment were conducted at 
11:00 a.m. on Friday, October 23, 2009 from the Zionvil le 
Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Pallbearers were:  David Miller, Donald Miller, Michael 
Mabe, Harry ‘Bud’ Stanley, Bob Spangler, Bradley Sexton 

Honorary Pallbearer was:  Casey Ham.    

Memorials may be made to the Johnson County Cancer 
Support Group, c/o Flo Bellamy, 3510 Hwy 421 N., Moun-
tain City, TN 37683. 

A special thank you to all of Dean’s friends who was so 
good to him during his lengthy illness. 

Condolences may be sent to the family online at 
www.mountaincityfuneralhome.com.  

The family of Dean Miller has entrusted his service to 
Mountain City Funeral Home, 224 S. Church St., Moun-
tain City, TN  37683. 

 
SARAH ‘BETTY’ ELIZABETH ROSSER 

Sarah ‘Betty’ Elizabeth Rosser, age 78, of Bristol, Vir -
ginia, passed away on October 20, 2009 at the Wellmont 
Hospice House, Bristol, Tennessee.  She was born on 
March 30, 1931 in Winston Salem, NC to the late Frank  
and Evelyn Miller.  She was a 1951 graduate of Virginia  
Intermont College and a past member of the Bristol Bor-
der Guild.  Betty was a former employee of Walling Dis-
tributing Company and The Box Work’s of Bristol, Vir-
ginia.  She was a member of State Street United Methodist 
Church of Bristol. 

In addition to her parents she was preceded in death by 
her husband James Craig Rosser; a daughter Katherine 
Rosser McElroy and one brother, Lt. Col Frank O. Miller. 
She is survived by her two sons:  John Miller Rosser and 
wife Jo and James Lee Rosser, all of Bristol, VA; one 
grandson, Justin Craig McElroy of Williamsville, New 
York; one granddaughter, Leah Rosser Raettig and hus-
band Robbie of Bristol, VA and great grandson, William 
Miller Raettig, expected to arrive in February 2010; one 
sister-in-law, Ann King Fleming; one brother-in-law, Dr.  
George T. Rosser. 

A memorial service was held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday Oc-
tober 24, 2009 in the Chapel at State Street United Meth-
odist Church of Bristol, Virginia with Rev. Mike Jackson 
officiating. 

The family would like to extend a special thank you to 
the staff of Bristol Regional Medical Center M.I.C.U. and 2 
West, with a special thanks to Nurse Cynthia Jogi, RN for  
their outstanding support and care. 

The family requests that memorial contributions be 
made to The Wellmont Hospice, 280 Steeles Road, Bristol, 
TN 37620 or State Street United Methodist Church Flower 
Fund, 300 W. Valley Drive, Bristol, VA 24201. 

Condolences may be sent to the family at 
www.mountaincityfuneralhome.com  

The family of Sarah ‘Betty’ Elizabeth Rosser has en-
trusted her services to Mountain City Funeral Home of 
Mountain City, TN 37683. 

 
FAY MAMIE CARVER 

SHEPPARD 
Fay Mamie Carver Sheppard, age 

78, of 1640 Curtis Creek Road, Elk 
Park, North Carolina, went home to 
be with her Lord on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 20, 2009 at her residence. A na-
tive of Avery County, North Caro-
lina, she was a daughter of the late 
John and Lear Fox Carver. She was 
a graduate of the Avery County 
School System. Mrs. Sheppard was a 
member of the Curtis Creek Freewill 
Baptist church. She loved to fish, 
garden and work in her flowers. In 
addition to her parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by a son, Johnny 
Sheppard; a brother, Howard Carver 
and three sisters: Pearl Hick, Lois 
Lusk and Hazel Gwyn.  
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Dallas R Arnold , Eldridge Ln, Violation of Probation 
Billy M Hammons , Depot St, Assault as Domestic 
Violence 
Allison H Hudler , West Jefferson, Driving Under the 
Influence, Open Container Law 
Bethany Pennington , Hwy 67 W, Attachment, Vio-
lation of Parole 
Timothy E Prince , Hampton St, Bond Revocation 
Kerry L Smith , Harbin Hill Rd, Driving Under the 
Influence, Driving Without Drivers License, Violation 
of Implied Consent Law, Bond Revocation 
Steve B Isaacs , Wilson Ln, Theft of Property 
Ronnie D Stines , Elk Park, Violation of Probation 
Margaret M Stout , Locust Gap Rd, Domestic Vio-
lence, Criminal Trespassing 
Susan M Dugger , Crossroad Dr, Capias 
Gervis Greenwell , Cowan Town Rd, Domestic Vio-
lence 
Gloria R Hackler , Forge Creek Rd, Shoplifting 
William T Jacobs , South Shady St, Disorderly Con-
duct 
Gary J Norris , Mae Tester Ln, Disorderly Conduct 
Terry L Viers , Willens Gap Rd, Violation of Proba-
tion 
 

"The trouble ain't that there is too many fools, 
but that the lightning ain't distributed right." 
~ Mark Twain [Samuel Langhorne Clemens], 

1835-1910, American humorist & author 
("Adventures of Huckleberry Finn")  

Students can help raise awareness about sun safety and win prizes 
by entering the 2010 SunWise with SHADE poster contest . The an-
nual contest is a joint effort by the SHADE Foundation of America, 
WeatherBug Schools and the Environmental Protection Agency  to 
teach children ways to protect their skin and eyes from excess ive sun 
exposure. Last year’s winner, a 13-year-old from Bernville , Pa., 
showed a girl talking to her friend about her unhealthy relationship 
with the sun.  

Too much sun can lead to skin cancer, cataracts and oth er eye dam-
age, and immune system suppression.  Sun protection is e specially 
important for children because unprotected exposure in chil dhood 
increases the chances of developing the most dangerous for m of skin 
cancer, melanoma. One in 55 children born in 2005 will  develop mela-
noma during their lifetime—almost 30 times higher than the rate for 
people born in 1930.  

“As the school year gets under way, this contest is the p erfect forum 
to remind families and schools that skin cancer can be  prevented by 
taking simple precautions like wearing sunscreen, a hat  and sun-
glasses, and seeking shade," said EPA Acting Regional A dministrator 
Stan Meiberg. “Skin cancer is the most common form of can cer in the 

United States . The SunWise with SHADE poster con-
test is a fun, creative way to increase awareness of the 
importance of being safe in the sun.”  

Being SunWise is especially important for people 
living in the Southeast because of sunny weather, 
coastal areas, and warm to temperate climates which 
encourage outdoor activity.  Depending on the angle of 
reflection, water can reflect up to a full 100 percent of 
UV rays striking the surface.  

The contest due date is April 7, 2010. Starting this 
year, there are two age categories for poster entries—
kindergarten through third grade, and fourth through 
eighth grade. Students in both categories must submit 
hand-drawn posters on 8.5 x 11 inch pieces of paper. 
Entries must be original, creative, show ways to pre-
vent skin cancer and raise sun safety awareness, and 
must be attached to an official entry form, which can 
be found at http://www.shadefoundation.org/programs/
poster-contest/.  

Poster winners receive state and national prizes, 
with the national winner in the 4th-8th grade category 
receiving a family trip to Disney World and a Weath-
erBug Tracking Station for his/her school with lifetime 
access to WeatherBug Achieve.  

The WeatherBug Schools Program (http://
www.weatherbugschools.com) is committed to provid-
ing an engaging teaching tool for schools nationwide. 
With WeatherBug, teachers can create customized 
learning activities based on current and historical 
weather conditions from the WeatherBug Tracking 
Station and compare local conditions to 8,000 other 
stations nationwide.  

The SHADE Foundation’s mission is to eradicate 
melanoma through the education of children and the 
community in the prevention and detection of skin 
cancer and the promotion of sun safety.  

EPA’s SunWise Program is an environmental and 
health education program that uses classroom and 
community tools to teach children and their caregivers 
how to protect themselves from overexposure to the 
sun.  

More than 80,000 students have helped spread the 
message of sun safety by participating in the annual 
contest since its creation in 2003. Additional informa -
tion on SunWise and the 2010 SHADE poster contest 
is available at http://www.epa.gov/sunwise/.   

Poster Contest Illuminates Sun-safe Behaviors  
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These coalitions also adopted the symbol of Camarena's 
memory, the red ribbon.   

The National Family Partnership organized the first Na -
tionwide Red Ribbon Campaign in 1988. Since that time, 
the campaign has reached millions of U.S. children.   

Both the county and city mayor signed a proclamation 
declaring October 23-31, 2009 as Red Ribbon Week in 
Johnson County.  Please contact the A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalition 
for information on events for Red Ribbon Week. Also, if 
you would like a red ribbon to wear, you may call 423-727-
0780. 

Enrique "Kiki" Camarena grew up in 
a dirt-floored house with hopes and 
dreams of making a difference.   
Camarena worked his way through 

college, served in the Marines and 
became a police officer. When he de-
cided to join the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration, his mother tried 
to talk him out it.  "I can't not do this," 
he told her. "I'm only one person, but I 
want to make a difference."   

The DEA sent Camarena to work undercover in Mexico 
investigating a major drug cartel believed to include of fi-
cers in the Mexican army, police and government. On Feb. 
7, 1985, the 37-year-old Camarena left his office to meet 
his wife for lunch.   Five men appeared at the agent's side  
and shoved him in a car. One month later, Camarena's 
body was found in a shallow grave. He had been tortured 
to death.   

In honor of Camarena's memory and his battle against 
illegal drugs, friends and neighbors began to wear red 
badges of satin. Parents, sick of the destruction of alcohol  
and other drugs, had begun forming coalitions. Some of 
these new coalitions took Camarena as their model and 
embraced his belief that one person can make a difference. 

Red Ribbon Week 2009 

County Mayor Dick Grayson signs Red Ribbon Week Procla-
mation 

 

Work Plan for Restoration of the TVA Kingston Site Released  
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) last 

week released the Tennessee Valley Authority’s (TVA) 
work plan with the proposed alternatives for restoration of  
the areas impacted by the coal ash spill at the TVA King-
ston Fossil Plant (the Site) in Kingston, Tenn. The work 
plan addresses the remaining removal activities for the  
Site that are not considered time-critical activities acc ord-
ing to EPA. It is open for public comment through Novem-
ber 20, 2009 at http://www.epakingstontva.com/. Com-
ments should be submitted via email to kingston-
comm@tva.com or in writing to:  

TVA  
P.O. Box 40  
Kingston, TN 37763-0400  
An Administrative Order was signed between EPA and 

TVA on May 11, 2009 providing the regulatory framework 
for all restoration efforts. The EPA Order requires TVA to  
submit for approval a draft Work Plan for performing one 
or more Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analyses (EE/CAs) 
for non-time critical removal actions to be taken at the 
Site. Current restoration efforts are being conducted as a 
time-critical removal action.  

The EE/CA has two concurrent non time-critical removal 
actions: one to address the Swan Pond Embayment and 

dredge cell area, and 
the second to address 
the remaining ash in 
the Emory River 
(following the time-
critical removal comple-
tion), as well as ash in 
the Clinch and Tennes-
see Rivers. Significant 
data uncertainties exist 
in characterizing the 
river systems, and addi-
tional study and time 
are needed for compre-
hensive assessment of 
ecological risk in the 
rivers. After completion 
of additional data col-
lection in the river sys-

tems, alternatives will be developed that address any re-
sidual ash remaining in the river following completion of 
the time-critical removal action and any areas impacted b y 
restoration activities.  

The scope of the Swan Pond embayment/dredge cell re-
moval action includes removal of the coal ash in the em-
bayment, closure of the dredge cell, and disposal of the 
removed material. A range of alternatives for the embay-

 



ter. 
Red Ribbon Week Prevention Night : When: October 27, 

2009.  Where: Burger King.  Time: 4-8 PM.  Purpose:  T o 
bring awareness of Red Ribbon Week and provide drug edu-
cation to anyone visiting Burger King on Prevention Night. 

Information: 
* Red Ribbon Week is October 23-31, 2009 
* During Red Ribbon Week (RRW) children will receive red 

ribbons and coloring pages while in school, if the chi ldren 
bring the coloring page to Burger King during the hours o f 4-
8 on Prevention Night, Burger King will display in the s tore.   

* Drawings for prizes. Do not have to be present to win.  
* During RRW Burger King will be collecting left over 

change from food orders which will go toward drug-free ac-
tivities for Johnson County Youth.  This is called ‘Chang e 4 
Change’. 

* On Prevention Night, Tuesday, October 27th; A fire truc k 
and “SPARKY the DOG” will be at Burger King to greet chil-
dren and their families. 

* The A.C. T.I.O.N. Coalition will be present to distri bute 
drug information to the community. 

Clear your Conscience  and do some good: The Johnson 
County Public Library will forgive your overdue fines du ring 
the month of October when you bring in a non-perishable food 
item for every $5.00 you owe. 

Children's Storytime : Storytime will meet on the second 
Friday of each month at 10:30 in the Johnson County Li -
brary. We hope to see pre-schoolers, home schoolers, and eve-
ryone interested in a good story. 

Trade Community Park : Every Saturday night begin-
ning at 7 p.m. we will have music and dancing. Cloggin g, 2 
step, line dancing, slow dancing, something for everyone . Ad-
mission is only $5.00 per person and concessions will be 
available. Come on out and join us for some foot stompin’ fun 
and bring all your friends too. All proceeds go to help  ongoing 
renovations in our park/community center. 

JCYA Fall Revue: The Johnson County Young Artists are 
pleased to announce the Second Annual Fall Revue to be held 
at 7 PM on November 7th at Heritage Hall.  This event show -
cases the talent of several local young people and their  songs, 
dances and performances on various musical instruments 
will surely entertain. Admission for adults will be $5.0 0 at 
the door with children 18 and under admitted free. 

Appalachian Farmers Market Association presents:   
1st Annual Appalachian Seed Swap: Sunday, December 6  
from 2 – 5 p.m.   Slater Center on East State Street, B ristol, 
TN.  Please join us at the Slater Center in Bristol, T N as the 
Appalachian Farmers Market Association celebrates the cl ose 
of the 2009 Market season with its first (of what we hope  will 
be many) Appalachian Seed Swap.  

If you are a saver 
of seed, or if you 
would like to grow 
and/or save seed 
from locally adapted 
varieties, this event 
is for you. In addi-
tion to local growers 
sharing their seeds, 
we will host several 
workshops for Mar-
ket growers and 
managers on topics 
like composting, 
seed saving, farm 
planning and more! 

This event is free 
and open to the pub-
lic – light refresh-
ments will be pro-
vided. 

If you will be 
bringing seeds for 
the seed swap, plan 
to make labels for 
your seeds so that 
folks will know what 
you have (see exam-

contd. on p. 22 
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~ Things To Do ~ 

 

~ Classifieds ~ 

Please read: Notice of deadlines for classifieds and community a n-
nouncements:  New entries, or changes to existing entries, must be turned 
in by 5 p.m. on Fridays. All entries must be in ele ctronic format (in the 
body of an email or as an attachment).  Entries wil l run one month at a 
time but you may renew your ad by resubmitting. Business ads will be 
published for a charge . Thank you. 

Volunteers needed:  The Humane Society Pet Adoption 
Center is operated solely with volunteers, and we are in need 
of additional people who would like to dedicate a little ti me to 
the care for our dogs and cats awaiting adoption. Please ca ll 
Janet Griffith, 727-5037 or 768-0896, for further inf ormation. 

New website:  If you have anything you are wanting to sell 
or rent, or would like to offer your services, you can list  it for 
free. www.mcjcstore.com is a nation wide classifieds ad site 
and for the next little while, the webmaster will be a llowing 
all new members to run ads for free. After the grand openi ng 
is over the free ads will end. Let us know what you think  of 
the site, and tell us about any problems you encounter. 

Accounting Work Done : All types: payroll, taxes, bank-
ruptcy reconciliation, etc. For more information, call 
423.727.3000  

Motorcycle for sale : 2003 Suzuki SV-1000-S. Bought new 
from dealer in 2008. 8,500 miles, copper color, $5,000.Ca ll 
423-727-9259; 423-361-0257 

Property for sale : Hubert Taylor Road off 167/Forge Creek 
Road. 1/2 acre with creek and road frontage; two sources of 
spring water, electricity, driveway and septic tank al ready in 
place. Hi speed internet available. One older outbuildi ng, sev-
eral garden spots and a 14 by 64 trailer with three bedroo ms, 
two baths. Trailer needs work to make livable. $19,500 . Also 
three acres across road. Mostly wooded and steep with old  
logging road up to flat, possible building spot. Nice views. 
$15,500. Both for $33,500. Property is 30 minutes to  Boone, 
NC and Abingdon, VA One hour to ETSU college. Appala-
chian Trail and many more natural wonders. Go to http://
www.johnsoncountytn.org/ download the directory for more 
info on area. Call 802-839-9581 for more info or email  bbart-
metal@gmail.com  

Employment:   Johnson County Transfer Station. Individ-
ual needed to perform routine clerical work: i.e., answer ing 
phone, greeting public, receiving and depositing money and  
performing other related duties as assigned.  Must be abl e to 
operate heavy equipment.  CDL Preferred. (Job description 
available with application.)  Starting hourly wage $9 .25 x 40 
hrs. weekly.  Applications can be obtained in County Mayo r's 
office at courthouse.  Deadline for filing application O ctober 
29, 2009. 

 

 

Heritage Hall News:  Heritage Hall - Features Great 
Ways to Enjoy Quality Entertainment at Reasonable Prices . 
November at Heritage Hall features local young people. On 
Nov. 7 @ 7pm, the Johnson County Young Artists will pre-
sent a concert, all seats are general admission, $5 at th e 
door; all students free. On Mon., Nov. 9, Amy Young’s Mtn.  
City Elementary 2nd & 3rd graders will present their fall  
concert @ 6pm.  On Wed., Nov. 11 @ 11a.m., the Johnson Co. 
Honor Guard will be presenting a free Veterans’ Day pro-
gram. AND on Dec. 4, 5, &6, the talented Johnson Co. Com-
munity Theatre will present “Homecoming”, the original 
story on which The Waltons TV series was based, 
adv.$10/$12 Door. Try to support local talent at Herita ge 
Hall. It’s affordable, AND you don’t have to leave tow n. For 
additional information regarding Heritage Hall events, ca ll 
423-727-7444, leave a message with your name and number,  
and a staff member will return your call within 48 hours . 
OR, visit the Box Office, 126 College St., on Tues-Fri., b e-
tween 12:00 & 2:00, or check the website  
www.heritagehalltheatre.org.    

Haunted House:  The Trade VFD and Trade Days Com-
mittee are co-hosting a Haunted House at the Trade Commu-
nity Center. The haunted house will be open Monday, Octo-
ber 26 thru Friday October 30 from 7 pm til 10 pm. The  cost 
is $5.00 per person. Come join us for a spooky good time. All 
proceeds benefit the Trade VFD and Trade Community Cen-
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Tennessee State Parks offer a variety of fun activities each 
fall and we wanted to share with you several upcoming events 
in the East Tennessee area.   

Norris Dam State Park  
Join Norris Dam State Park for its Annual Fall Color Boat  

Trips through October 31.  Join park staff for an adven ture 
along the shores of Norris Lake via pontoon boat and view the 
beautiful display of nature’s artistry. Park rangers wi ll nar-
rate the trip with tree and wildlife identification and  park 
history. Trips depart daily from Norris Dam Marina at 11 
a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. (EDT) and wi ll last ap-
proximately one hour. The cost is $6 per adult and $5 for c hil-
dren six years old and under. Reservations are required and  
can be made by calling the park office at (865) 426-7461 .  

This 4,038-acre park, located on the Norris Reservoir, beg an 
in 1933 as the first Tennessee Valley Authority project. Mi les 
of trails lead hikers through deeply forested valleys an d 
ridges. Located on the shores of Norris Lake with 700 miles of 
picturesque shoreline, the park offers the ultimate in boati ng, 
skiing and fishing.  The park also offers a fully equipp ed ma-
rina, a boat ramp available to the general public and pon toon 
boats are available for rent.  For additional information ab out 
Norris Dam, please visit www.stateparks.com/NorrisDam.   

Roan Mountain State Park 
Roan Mountain State Park encompasses 2,006 acres of 

southern Appalachian forest at the base of 6,285-foot Roan  
Mountain. Park elevation ranges from 3,000 feet in the va lley 
to around 3,700 feet on surrounding ridges. Rich hardwood 
forests allow for a great diversity of life and a wide range of 
outdoor activities. Park guests have opportunities to hik e 
along creeks and ridges, fish for trout, play tennis, sw im, tour 
a century old farmhouse, join rangers and naturalists f or edu-
cational programs and enjoy mountain music concerts. For 
additional information about Roan Mountain State Park, 
please visit the park’s Web site at www.tnstateparks.com /
RoanMtn.  

Sycamore Shoals State Park  
Strange things happen around the time of All Hallows’ Eve,  

especially in a graveyard!  Join the staff at Sycamore Shoals 
State Park on Thursday, October 29, at 7:30 p.m. (EDT)  for 
Scary Stories at Carter Mansion, featuring tales of woe an d 
terror, the weird and macabre – with a touch of wit thrown  in 
for good measure.  

Sycamore Shoals State Historic Park attracts more than 
305,000 people every year.  The 85-acre site sits on the ban ks 
of the Watauga River where the Overmountain Men assem-
bled in 1780 before marching to defeat the British in the Bat-

tle of Kings Mountain, a turning point in the Revolu-
tionary War.  The park features interpretive exhibits, 
events, a fitness trail and picnic facilities.  It is l ocated 
off U.S. Highway 321 in Elizabethton.  For more infor-
mation about scheduled park activities, please call the 
park office at (423) 543-5808 or visit the park’s websit e 
at www.tnstateparks.com/SycamoreShoals.   

Big Ridge State Park  
Join Big Ridge State Park’s ranger staff for spine-

tingling Ghost House Hikes every Friday and Saturday 
night throughout the month of October (except Hallow-
een). These night hikes will feature spooky stories from 
Big Ridge’s past.  The hike is free but reservations are 
required and there is a limit of 30 people per 
hike.  Adults and children are welcome, but only chil-
dren six years old and up can participate in the 
hike.  Participants should bring their own flash-
lights.  For more information about Big Ridge’s Ghost 
House Hikes, please call  (865) 992-5523. 

The heavily forested, 3,687-acre park lies on the 
southern shore of TVA's Norris Reservoir approxi-
mately 25 miles north of Knoxville. Visitors to the park 
will find a wealth of activities to meet any interest fr om 
guided nature tours to backcountry camping. Big Ridge 
State Park was one of five demonstration parks devel-
oped by the Tennessee Valley Authority in cooperation 
with the National Park Service and the Civilian Con-
servation Corps as an example of public recreation de-
velopment along TVA lakeshores. The structures on the 
park reflect the craftsmanship and stonework of the 
CCC.  Other notable features of the park include the 
Norton Gristmill built in 1825, remnants of Sharp's 
Station Fort construction in the late 1700s, and Indian 
Rock where a plaque commemorates the death of Peter 
Graves, a settler of Sharp's Station who was attacked 
by Indians at this spot.   For more information about 
Big Ridge State Park, please visit www.tnstateparks/
BigRidge.  

Tennessee's 53 state parks offer diverse natural, rec-
reational and cultural experiences for individuals, fam i-
lies, or business and professional groups.  State park 
features range from pristine natural areas to 18-hole 
championship golf courses.  For a free brochure about 
Tennessee State Parks, call toll free 1-888-867-2757. 
For additional information, visit our website at 
www.tnstateparks.com.   

 

Heartfelt thanks from the Humane 
Society 
 
Dear Editor, 
  

On October 3, 2009 the Humane Society of 
Johnson County held its annual fall rummage 
sale.  This fund raiser is vital to the operation 

~ In Your Opinion ~ 
of the Pet Adoption Center which cares for dogs and cats of  our com-
munity offered up for adoption. 

The rummage sale this fall was successful due to the man y people 
who made it possible from BAD Idea News for advertising; our local 
radio station and Elizabethton Federal Savings and Loan  who funded 
the live broadcast on site; the Sheriff's Department and Pol ice Depart-
ment, along with members and volunteers.  And this event wou ld not 
happen without the donations from the community for the sal e and 
the customers who came out and bought and made donations.  

As the chairperson of this event, my heartfelt thank you goes out to 
all of you who worked tirelessly, made donations and parti cipated in 
this sale.  As an organization the Humane Society is fund ed entirely 
by these fundraisers and donations from our generous support ers.  All 
work is done by volunteer s and all monies raised goes toward  the 
care and housing of cats and dogs till adoption.  There i s always a 
need and all helps is so very much appreciated. 

  
Sincerely, 
  
Polly Barreiro 
Chair, Rummage Sale 
Humane Society of Johnson County 

Upcoming Events at Tennessee State Parks 



  SECTION A ~ PAGE 12 Monday, October 26, 2009 B.A.D .  IDEA NEWS™  
THE BEST LOCAL NEWS AND V IEWS 

"When witches go riding, 
and black cats are seen, 

the moon laughs and whispers, 
'tis near Halloween." 

~ Author unknown 
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pollutants and cycle nutrients.  The settlements and ass o-
ciated penalties include:  

* Conservancy Partnership, LLC, for impacts to 16.8 
acres of forested wetlands and a tidal salt marsh adja cent 
to the Steinhatchee River in Taylor County, Fl. (civil pen-
alty of $65,000)  

* Village of Holiday Lake, for impacts to 0.018 acres of  
the Butterford Canal in Charlotee County, Fl. (civil pen-
alty of $12,500)  

* James C. Bickett, for impacts to 2.6 acres of forested 
wetlands in Scuffletown, Ky. (civil penalty of $40,000)   

* Thomas Kennedy, for impacts to 0.39 acres of tidal wet-
lands adjacent to the Back Bay in Biloxi, Miss. (civil pen-
alty of $5,000)  

* Rhea County and East Tennessee Grading, for impacts 
to approximately 6,500 linear feet of the Roaring Creek, a 
tributary to the Tennessee River, near Graysville, Tenn. 
(civil penalties of $2,500 each)  

Congress enacted the Clean Water Act (CWA) in 1972 to 
protect the nation’s rivers, lakes and stream, as well a s 
some of the more fragile and vital wetland habitats.  The 
entities cited violated the CWA by either failing to meet 
the requirements of their National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permits, and subsequently 
causing point source discharges; failing to comply with  
biosolids requirements; or by filling or dredging wetlands . 
Pollutants of concern include nutrients, sediment, oil an d 
grease, chemicals and metals.  When left uncontrolled, 
water pollution can deplete needed oxygen and/or other-
wise result in the destruction of aquatic habitats, as  well 
as the fish and wildlife that depend on them. Water poll u-
tion can also contaminate food, drinking water supplies  
and recreational waterways, and thereby pose a threat to 
public health.  

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued 
Consent Agreements and Final Orders (CA/FOs) against 
17 entities throughout the Southeast from July 1, through  
September 30, 2009, for violations of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA).  As part of the settlements, the responsible partie s 
in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, 
North Carolina and Tennessee agreed to come into compli-
ance and pay $231,200 in civil penalties.    

"By taking these enforcement actions, we are sending a 
strong message about the importance of protecting rivers, 
lakes and streams across the Southeast,” said Stan 
Meiburg, EPA Region 4 Acting Regional Administrator. 
“To protect our region’s waters, these regulated entities 
must comply with the Clean Water Act and promptly take  
the steps needed to resolve the violations noted in our in-
spections.”  

Five entities were cited for alleged stormwater-related 
violations of the CWA. Polluted stormwater runoff is a 
leading cause of impairment to the nearly 40 percent of 
surveyed U.S. water bodies which do not meet water qual-
ity standards. Over land or via storm sewer systems, pol-
luted runoff is discharged, often untreated, directly into  
local water bodies. The settlements and associated penal-
ties include:  

* Savannah Pointe Properties, LLC, for violations at its  
Savannah Pointe II subdivision in Chelsea, Ala. (civil  pen-
alty of $20,000)  

* Neopolis Development Group, LLC, for violations at its 
Flowood Town Center in Flowood, Miss. (civil penalty of 
$30,000)  

* Lake Harbour Crossing Investments, LLC, for viola-
tions at its Harbour Pointe subdivision in Richland, Mis s. 
(civil penalty of $10,000)  

* Lake Glad Commercial, LLC, for violations at its High-
land Trails Commercial Center in Creedmoor, N.C. (civil  
penalty of $5,000)  

* Wendell Falls Development, LLC, for violations at 
three of its Wendell Falls subdivision in Wendell, N.C. 
(civil penalties totaling $21,000)  

Nine entities were cited for failing to comply with federa l 
requirements for land disposal of biosolids. Biosolids are 
primarily organic, accumulated solids separated from 
wastewater that have undergone treatment and can be 
beneficially used as an alternative fertilizer. Excessive 
application of biosolids, however, can result in nitrate con-
tamination of surface or ground water. Improperly man-
aged biosolids can expose people and animals to unsafe 
levels of pathogens, such as bacteria and viruses, which 
exist in the biosolids.  Settlements were reached with the 
following entities for the associated penalties:  

* Sheffield Utilities, in Sheffield, Ala. (civil penalty of 
$900)  

* Cooper City, Fl. (civil penalty of $3,200)  
* City of Miramar, Fl. (civil penalty of $3,000)  
* City of Pembroke Pines,  Fl. (civil penalty of $3,300)  
* City of Perry, Fl. (civil penalty of $1,600)  
* St. Lucie County Board of Commissioners, in Fort 

Pierce, Fl. (civil penalty 
of $3,000)  
* City of Cartersville, 

Ga. (civil penalty of 
$900)  
* City of Sandersville, 

Ga. (civil penalty of 
$900)  
* Town of Rutherford-
ton, N.C. (civil penalty 
of $900)   
Six entities were cited 
for discharging dredged 
and/or fill material into 
wetland habitats.  Wet-
lands are important, yet 
diminishing resources 
that serve as habitats 
for critical fish and 
wildlife and also help 
control floods, recharge 
groundwater, capture 

Southeast Facilities Ordered To Comply 
With Clean Water Act 

 

As smoke begins wafting from chimneys in cooler parts of 
the country, homeowners are starting the first fires of the 
home-heating season. The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency wants homeowners to learn before they burn this wi n-
ter. Wood smoke is made up of a mixture of gases and fine  
particle pollution that isn’t healthy to breathe indoors or  out – 
especially for children, older adults and those with heart dis-
ease, asthma or other lung diseases.  

EPA has established the Burn Wise campaign to reduce 
wood smoke pollution, helping to protect your home, health  
and the air we breathe, while keeping those who use wood for 
heat warm throughout the winter.   

If you’re burning wood, you can have a cheaper, safer an d 
healthier fire by following these tips:  
· Burn only dry, seasoned wood. It’s better for the air a nd 

your wallet. Look for wood that is darker, has cracks i n the 
end grain, and sounds hollow when hit against another 
piece of wood. Dry seasoned wood is more efficient at heat-
ing your home and can add up to significant savings over 
the winter.  Never burn painted or treated wood or trash.    

· Maintain your wood stove or fireplace and have a certifie d 
technician inspect it yearly.  A certified technician can 
clean dangerous soot from your chimney and keep your 
wood stove or fireplace working properly, which reduces  
your risk of a home fire.  

· Change to an EPA-certified wood stove or fireplace insert. 
These models are more efficient than older models, keeping 
your air cleaner, your home safer and your fuel bill low er, 
while keeping you warm in the winter. An estimated 12 
million Americans heat their homes with wood stoves each 
winter, and nearly three-quarters of these stoves are not 
EPA certified. An EPA-certified wood stove can emit nearly  
70 percent less smoke than older uncertified models.  

More information : http://www.epa.gov/burnwise   
 

Burn Wise campaign seeks to 
reduce wood smoke pollution  
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Marsh currently resides in Shelbyville with Mary, 
his wife of 31 years. He is the proud father to sons 
Rob and John, both graduates of the University of 
Tennessee. Rob recently married Katherine Rieder 
who just graduated from UT with a Masters degree 
in Education. 

Marsh serves the community as a member and 
past President of the Rotary Club and is active in 
the Shelbyville Chamber of Commerce, the Tennes-
see Trucking Association and American Trucking 
Association. He also sits on the Board of the Na-
tional Walking Horse Celebration. 

Marsh is a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church - Shelbyville and of the Men's Bible study 
group "The Navigators". 

A member of the National Rifle Association and 
Ducks Unlimited, Marsh is an active outdoorsman 
who enjoys golf, fishing, hunting and farming. He 
owns and runs the Four M Game preserve where 
the family hunts quail, deer and turkey. The Marsh 
family enjoys spending time at the lake and travel-
ing. 

Pat Marsh (R-Shelbyville) will officially become a member  of the 
Tennessee House of Representatives on Monday. Speaker of the 
House Kent Williams announces the swearing in ceremony for 
Pat Marsh taking place on Monday, October 26 at 10:00 a. m. The 
ceremony will be conducted in the chamber of the Tennessee 
House of Representatives (2nd floor, State Capitol). The Hono r-
able Bill Koch, Tennessee Supreme Court Justice will conduct  the 
swearing in. 

Pat Marsh, one of six children, was born in Fayetteville, Tennes-
see on January 6, 1949. Marsh graduated from Fayettevill e Cen-
tral High School and went to the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville where he earned a Bachelors of Science Degree in Busi-
ness majoring in Transportation. 

After graduating from UT, Marsh began his career with t he 
Ford Motor Company at their Nashville glass plant.  In 1 973 he 
moved to Shelbyville and joined Goggin Truck Line - a small  com-
pany with six tractors and twelve trailers.  He worked h is way up 
and eventually bought the company and grew it to 500 trac tors 
and 1000 trailers, which employed over 1000 people.  He sold  the 
company and started a trucking company, Big G Express,  with his 
brother Jack in 1995. Today Big G Express has 350 tra ctors, 800 
trailers and employs over 500 people. 

Swearing In Ceremony for State 
Representative Pat Marsh 

 

The Northeast State Technical Community College Foundation  recently com-
pleted awarding of scholarships to more than 100 students  from across north-
east Tennessee. 

Scholarship award recipients included several residents from Johnson County. 
Cassie Tedrow, of Butler, received the G. 
Bruce Kidd Endowed Scholarship award. 
Tedrow is a University Parallel/Pre-
Nursing major articulating to Milligan 
College. 

Students Joseph Charland, of Butler, 
and Tommy Gregg and Joshua Payne, of 
Mountain City, received the Eastman 
Chemical Company Annual Scholar-
ship.  Scholarship guidelines require the 
recipient to major in one of four academic 
c o n c e n t r a t i o ns :  E l e c t r i c a l  /
Electromechanical Technology, Machine 
Tool, or Welding/Metal Fabrication, or 

 

Chemical Process Operations. East-
man Annual Scholarship recipients 
will be recognized at an open house 
for the new Regional Center for Ad-
vanced Manufacturing in Kingsport 
on Nov. 19. 

Scholarships are awarded to quali-
fying applicants following a competi-
tive review process. The Foundation 
awards scholarships funded through 
Northeast State and administers 
scholarships awarded through other 
programs such as the Academic 
Work Scholarship and Edscholar 
Scholarship. 

 

Johnson County residents among Northeast State scho larship winners 

 Burn permits are 
required in most 

of the State of  
Tennessee  
between  

October 15 and 
May 15 

"A grandmother pretends she does-
n't know who you are  

on Halloween." 
~ Erma Louise Bombeck, 1927-

1996, American humorist & author 
("Motherhood: The Second Oldest 

Profession") 
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MY 2 ¢ ... 
Chow Chow 
  
A friend of mine sent me this recipe for 

chow chow and it reminded me of my 
Grandma's chow chow. This particular recipe 
was found in one of the cookbooks that were 
the property of Faye Street and her mother 
Uva Robinson. I found the recipe interesting 
since it was written on a notepad from K.D. 
Madron, the former sheriff of Johnson County. 

In the late summer/early fall when the cabbage heads were at  
their peak they all needed to be harvested. Some were made in  to 
sour kraut. We made chow chow out of some, some went in the 
cellar and some were saved for the "tater hole" and we woul d have 
cabbage in the spring.  
Now there is a trick to making sour kraut --if you don't do it 

right it will either smell, get too sour, or not sour enough  or it will 

turn dark and soft and not even be fit for 
the pigs to eat. My grandmother knew ex-
actly when to make sour kraut. She went 
by the signs. The signs have to be in the 
head and neck and it can't be on the dark of 
the moon. I never knew her to make a bad 
jar of sour kraut. It was always as pretty 
and white and fresh as the day it went in 
the jar.  

Often times she would grab a few heads of cab-
bage, some onions and a green pepper or two from 
the garden and an old metal dishpan, her kraut 
cutter and go out to the backyard on the wash 
bench and start chopping the cabbage to make 
chow chow. She would quarter the cabbage always 
saving the stalk. She would trim the stalk and give 
it to me. I loved eating the stalk of the cabbage and 
I still do to this day. She would end up with a dish-
pan or two of chopped cabbage. She would add salt 
and let it sit overnight. The next day she would add 
her other ingredients and put it in cans and into 
the cellar.  

Chow chow is a southern type of relish. It is tradi-
tionally served with soup beans and cornbread as 
well as being a condiment for your hotdogs. It is 
normally a sweet kind of relish but I like to add a 
jalapeño or two with mine.  

Here is the recipe I use for making chow chow: 
Southern Chow Chow 
4 cups onions 
2 cabbages 
12 green peppers 
6 red peppers 
10 green tomatoes 
4 hot peppers 
6 cups sugar 
1 tablespoon celery seed 
2 tablespoons mustard seed 
1 teaspoon turmeric 
4 cups vinegar 
2 cups water 
Chop onions, cabbage, peppers and tomatoes and 

mix together. Add 1/2 cup salt over them and let set 
overnight. Rinse and drain. Mix water, vinegar, 
sugar and spices together and bring to a boil. Pour 
over other ingredients and boil 5 to 8 minutes. Put 
in jars and seal. 

The good thing about chow chow is you can eat it 
right away but it tastes better on a cold snowy day 
when there has been a pot of beans simmering on 
the stove all day and the smell of cornbread is fresh 
from the oven.  

That's it for today. 
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VOTING RECORDS  
Courtesy of Kitty Hegemann 

Vote & Date Phil Roe's vote Vote Description 

House Roll #813 Yea On Passage - House - H.R. 3619 Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2010 
10/23/2009 10:57 Passed 385-11, 36 not voting 

House Roll #812 Aye Amendment 10 to H.R. 3619 
10/23/2009 10:40 Agreed to 398-0, 40 not voting 

House Roll #811 Yea On Passage - House - H.Res. 836 Expressing support for Teen Read Week - Under Suspension of the Rules 
10/22/2009 18:16 Passed 405-0, 27 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #810 Nay On Passage - H.Res. 853 Providing for consideration of H.R. 3619, Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2010 

10/22/2009 18:07 Passed 213-192, 27 not voting 

House Roll #809 Nay On Ordering the Previous Question: H.Res. 853 Providing for consideration of H.R. 3619, Coast Guard Authori-
zation Act of 2010 

10/22/2009 18:00 Passed 236-171, 25 not voting 

House Roll #808 Yea On Passage - House - H.Res. 175 Condemning the Government of Iran for its state-sponsored persecution of its 
Baha’i minority and its continued violation of the International Covenants on Human Rights - Under Suspension 
of the Rules 

10/22/2009 16:33 Passed 407-2, 23 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #807 Yea On Passage - House - H.R. 3585 Solar Technology Roadmap Act 
10/22/2009 16:20 Passed 310-106, 16 not voting 

House Roll #806 Aye Amendment 10 to H.R. 3585 

10/22/2009 16:02 Agreed to 410-6, 22 not voting 

House Roll #805 Aye Amendment 9 to H.R. 3585 

10/22/2009 15:55 Agreed to 420-0, 18 not voting 
House Roll #804 Aye Amendment 8 to H.R. 3585 

10/22/2009 15:49 Agreed to 407-9, 22 not voting 

House Roll #803 Aye Amendment 7 to H.R. 3585 

10/22/2009 15:42 Agreed to 414-5, 19 not voting 

House Roll #802 Aye Amendment 5 to H.R. 3585 
10/22/2009 15:34 Agreed to 395-24, 19 not voting 

House Roll #801 Aye Amendment 2 to H.R. 3585 
10/22/2009 15:28 Failed 162-256, 20 not voting 

House Roll #800 Aye On Passage - House - H.Res. 797 Expressing the sense of Congress with respect to raising awareness and 
enhancing the state of cyber security in the United States, and supporting the goals and ideals of the sixth an-
nual National Cyber Security Awareness Month - Under Suspension of the Rules 

10/22/2009 12:19 Passed 415-0, 17 not voting (2/3 required) 
House Roll #799 Nay On Passage - H.Res. 846 Providing for te consideration of the bill H.R. 3585, the Solar Technology Roadmap 

Act 
10/22/2009 12:12 Passed 241-178, 13 not voting 

House Roll #798 Nay On Ordering the Previous Question: H.Res. 846 Providing for te consideration of the bill H.R. 3585, the Solar 
Technology Roadmap Act 

10/22/2009 12:04 Passed 239-176, 17 not voting 

House Roll #797 Yea On Passage - House - S CON RES 43 Authorizing the use of the rotunda of the Capitol for the presentation of 
the Congressional Gold Medal to former Senator Edward Brooke - Under Suspension of the Rules 

10/21/2009 14:15 Passed 417-0, 15 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #796 Yea On Passage - House - H.Res. 660 Recognizing the distinguished history of the Laurinburg Normal Industrial 
Institute - Under Suspension of the Rules 

10/21/2009 14:08 Passed 418-0, 14 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #795 Yea On Passage - House - H.Res. 837 Recognizing Kentucky Wesleyan College for over 150 years of service as an 
institution of higher education - Under Suspension of the Rules 

10/21/2009 14:01 Passed 415-0, 17 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #794 Yea On Passage - House - H.Res. 811 Expressing support for designation of October 2009 as “National Principals 
Month” - Under Suspension of the Rules 

10/21/2009 13:54 Passed 411-0, 21 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #793 Yea On Passage - House - S 1793 Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Extension Act of 2009 - Under Suspension of 
the Rules 

10/21/2009 13:47 Passed 408-9, 15 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #792 Yea On Passage - House - H.Res. 558 Supporting the increased understanding of, and interest in, computer science 
and computing careers among the public and in schools, and to ensure an ample and diverse future technology 
workforce through the designation of National Computer Science Education Week - Under Suspension of the 
Rules 

10/20/2009 19:12 Passed 405-0, 27 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #791 Yea On Passage - House - H.R. 3319 To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service located at 440 
South Gulling Street in Portola, California, as the “Army Specialist Jeremiah Paul McCleery Post Office Building” 
- Under Suspension of the Rules 

10/20/2009 19:04 Passed 401-0, 31 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #790 Yea On Passage - House - H.R. 3763 To amend the Fair Credit Reporting Act to provide for an exclusion from Red 
Flag Guidelines for certain businesses - Under Suspension of the Rules 

10/20/2009 18:55 Passed 400-0, 32 not voting (2/3 required  
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VOTING RECORDS  
Courtesy of Kitty Hegemann 

Vote & Date Lamar Alexander's vote Vote Description 

Senate Roll #327 Nay On the Conference Report - Senate - Conference Report to Accompany H.R. 2647 

10/22/2009 16:37 Conference Report Agreed to 68-29, 3 not voting 

Senate Roll #326 Nay Motion to Invoke Cloture on the Conference Report to Accompany H.R. 2647 

10/22/2009 11:54 Cloture Motion Agreed to 64-35, 1 not voting (3/5 required) 

Senate Roll #325 Nay Motion to Invoke Cloture on the Motion to Proceed to S. 1776 

10/21/2009 14:34 Cloture Motion Rejected 47-53 (3/5 required) 

Senate Roll #324 Yea On Passage - Senate - Confirmation Roberto A. Lange, of South Dakota, to be U.S. District Judge 

10/21/2009 14:00 Bill Passed 100-0 

Senate Roll #323 Yea On the Conference Report - Senate - Conference Report to Accompany H.R. 2892 

10/20/2009 16:25 Conference Report Agreed to 79-19, 2 not voting  

Vote & Date Bob Corker's vote Vote Description 

Senate Roll #327 Nay On the Conference Report - Senate - Conference Report to Accompany H.R. 2647 

10/22/2009 16:37 Conference Report Agreed to 68-29, 3 not voting 

Senate Roll #326 Nay Motion to Invoke Cloture on the Conference Report to Accompany H.R. 2647 

10/22/2009 11:54 Cloture Motion Agreed to 64-35, 1 not voting (3/5 required) 

Senate Roll #325 Nay Motion to Invoke Cloture on the Motion to Proceed to S. 1776 

10/21/2009 14:34 Cloture Motion Rejected 47-53 (3/5 required) 

Senate Roll #324 Yea On Passage - Senate - Confirmation Roberto A. Lange, of South Dakota, to be U.S. District Judge 
10/21/2009 14:00 Bill Passed 100-0 

Senate Roll #323 Nay On the Conference Report - Senate - Conference Report to Accompany H.R. 2892 

10/20/2009 16:25 Conference Report Agreed to 79-19, 2 not voting  

4. Similar to 3 above, *clean your nostrils at least once 
every day with warm salt water. Blowing the nose hard 
once a day and swabbing both nostrils with cotton buds 
dipped in warm salt water is very effective in bringing 
down viral population.* 

5. Boost your natural immunity with foods that are rich  
in Vitamin C. If you have to supplement with Vitamin C 
tablets, make sure that it also has Zinc to boost absorp-
tion. 

6. Drink as much of warm liquids (tea, coffee, etc) as you  
can.  

 
*Drinking warm liquids has the same effect as gargling,  

but in the reverse direction. They wash off proliferating 
viruses from the throat into the stomach where they can-
not survive, proliferate or do any harm. 

 
 

While you are still healthy and not showing any symp-
toms of H1N1 infection, in order to prevent proliferation, 
aggravation of symptoms and development of secondary 
infections, some very simple steps, not fully highlighted in 
most official communications, can be practiced: 

1. Frequent hand-washing (well highlighted in all offic ial 
communications). 

2. "Hands-off-the-face" approach. Resist all temptation s 
to touch ANY part of the face (unless you want to eat or 
bathe). 

3. Gargle twice a day with warm salt water (use Lis-
terine if you don't trust salt). *H1N1 takes 2-3 days af ter 
initial infection in the throat/ nasal cavity to prolifer ate 
and show characteristic symptoms. Simple gargling pre-
vents proliferation. In a way, gargling with salt wate r has 
the same effect on a healthy individual that Tamiflu has  
on an infected one. Don't underestimate this simple, inex-
pensive and powerful preventative method. 

Some preventative tips for avoiding H1N1 

There will be drawings for prizes but the child does not 
have to be present to win. 

During RRW, Burger King will be collecting left-over 
change from food orders, which will go toward drug-free 
activities for Johnson County Youth.  This is called 
‘Change 4 Change’. 

On Prevention Night, Tuesday, October 27, a fire truck 
and “SPARKY the DOG” will be at Burger King to greet 
children and their families. 

The A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalition will be present to distribute 
drug information to the community. 

Red Ribbon Week Prevention Night will be held on Octo-
ber 27, 2009, at the Mountain City Burger King from 4 
p.m. to 8 p.m.  The purpose is to bring awareness of Red 
Ribbon Week and provide drug education to anyone visit-
ing Burger King on Prevention Night. 

Red Ribbon Week is October 23-31, 2009, and during Red 
Ribbon Week (RRW), children will receive red ribbons and 
coloring pages while in school. If the children bring the  
coloring page to Burger King during the hours of 4-8 on 
Prevention Night, Burger King will display it in the st ore.  

Red Ribbon Week Prevention Night 
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ing minimal information regarding the site: date of the qua ran-
tine order, county, address, name of the owner of the site, a nd a 
brief description of the site (single family home, apartmen t, motel, 
wooded area, etc.).  The sheriff must also notify the comm issioner 
once the quarantine has been lifted. 

Public Chapter 347 of the Acts of 2005 requires the sher iff, after 
quarantining real property or any structure or room in any struc-
ture on any real property due to the manufacture of meth, to f ile 
for recording a Notice of Methamphetamine Lab Quarantine in 
the office of county register in the county in which the rea l prop-
erty or any portion thereof lies.  

In addition to posing a threat by exposure or explosion, the  
chemical reactions that occur during the meth cooking proc ess 
produce chemical vapors that can be absorbed by materials  in the 
structure that has been used as a lab. If the concentrat ion is 
strong enough, the exposure to these contaminants, even after a  

lab has been shut down, may cause the same symp-
toms experienced by meth users. 

Health problems that result from exposure may 
include breathing problems or respiratory irrita-
tion, skin and eye irritation, headaches, nausea and 
dizziness. High exposures, even for a short time, 
can cause death or severe lung damage and skin or 
throat burns. 

The sheriff says his office receives information on 
meth labs regularly. 

“Hardly a week goes by,” says Reece, “that my 
office doesn’t get some sort of information about a 
meth lab somewhere. We have found and shut 
down a lot since I came into office.” 

Reece says there are five full-time officers from 
Johnson County who are specially trained to dis-
mantle a meth lab and remove the hazardous 
chemicals. 

“We’re required to have at least five certified offi-
cers. They have to have 40 hours training on the 
subject and follow strict guidelines when we shut 
down one of these places,” he said. 

Law enforcement is responsible for seeing to the 
removal of any hazardous materials, but what hap-
pens afterward, when the specially trained officers 
are gone and the building/vehicle/property is 
empty? 

When a property is quarantined, the sheriff’s de-
partment is required to “ … to file for recording a 
Notice of Methamphetamine Lab Quarantine in the 
office of county register [Register of Deeds].” They 
also notify the Health Department.  

Before the quarantine is lifted, and before the 
property may be occupied again, the property 
owner is responsible for making it fit for human 
habitation. As required by law, the property must 
be cleaned by “… a certified industrial hygienist or 
other qualified person or entity [who then] certifies 
to the sheriff that the property is safe for human 
use.” 

Sheriff Reece says, “I know it is unfortunate that 
property owners will be responsible for the clean-
up, but it’s the law.” 

Using the court system, some localities seek to 
have the clean-up cost paid back by restitution from 
the offenders. 

Owners who market the property are required by 
law to fill out a disclosure form and realtors are 
required to inform prospective buyers of the infor-
mation. 

Property buyers are encouraged to check the re-
cords, most of which are now available on the inter-
net at: www.comptroller.state.tn.us/propertydata  
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mote competition, and making patients accountable 
for how much they use the system.  Also, Congress 
should use the same health care system as the rest 
of us, and states' plans should be uniform with each 
other.  Level the playing field.   We have the best 
health care system in the world.  Let's not destroy 
it! 

13. The Health Care Bill is a very difficult undertaki ng 
and after they get it passed, it will take a year or so 
before we know what we have.    At this point, 
no one can be sure.   

14. I approve. We have needed a change in the health-
care system for years.  Many presidents have prom-
ised to take it on and none were successful. Change 
isn't always a bad thing. We shouldn't be afraid to 
try a different approach. 

15. I disapprove. The Constitution of the United States 
lists the (quite) few powers that Congress has. Med-
dling in people's health care and medical insurance 
is not one of those powers. 

16. I'll pass on this. What will be, will be. 
17. What is it?  I haven’t seen a complete version of it 

yet. 
18. I am hopeful that it will give me choices and cut my 

costs a bit. Why?  Because the only way the two of 
us can have health insurance now is to pay nearly 
$700/month in premium then carry a deductible 
which is in the $10,000-$11,000 range. That means 
EVERY cent we spend on health care most years 
comes out of our pocket, staring with the $8400 pre-
mium and climbing from there.  I am most unhappy 
with Congressman Roe because he sends "caring" 
emails asking for our opinions BUT his check list 
doesn't allow for an answer like mine and he doesn't 
seem to want the answer to be a discussion ques-
tion.   Insurance in this country is broken. And like 
certain other industries, those who figured out how 
to play it make big bucks from it.  No insurance 
companies are going out of business, are they???   
Meanwhile, the idea that we have to sign a paper 
about privacy every time a doctor casts his/her eyes 
on us, then process and store that paper is just ri-
diculous. I know a fair number of people in Johnson 
County have jobs pushing medical paper around. 
But IF less paper were required and used the over-
all cost of insurance would go down by the number 
of paper pushers could NOT be required to make 
the system work.   For those who are Republican 
and anti-government:  you had your chance to fix 
this mess. You didn't.  People on limited incomes 
and who are self employed don't have choices. OR 
they make the hard choice of things like medical 
care or care for their pets, or tires for their cars, or 
better food on their tables.  It shouldn't be that 
hard! 

19. At this point I'm just confused and concerned! 
20. If you have insurance and lose your job there is no 

way you can afford Cobra. Other companies will not 
insure you. One hospital visit and all you ever 
worked for or have, including your home, is gone. 
Yes, we need better healthcare, but the insurance 
lobbies are too rich and crooked, so it won’t happen. 
The middle class loses again.  

21. Of course I support Obama's healthcare plan. I fin d 
it so refreshing that we have a president who's more 
concerned with saving lives than waging war. Also, 
the current system, with 47,000,000 uninsured, a 
million medical bankruptcies annually, and 40,000 
deaths annually due to lack of insurance, needs fix-

* Woolly bears do not actually feel much like wool—they 
are covered with short, stiff bristles of hair. 

* In field guides, they're found among the "bristled" spe-
cies, which include the all-yellow salt marsh caterpill ar 
and several species in the tiger moth family. Not all are  
'woolly bears!' 

* Woolly bears, like other caterpillars, hatch during 
warm weather from eggs laid by a female moth. 

* Mature woolly bears search for overwintering sites un-
der bark or inside cavities of rocks or logs. (That's wh y you 
see so many of them crossing roads and sidewalks in the 
fall.) 

* When spring arrives, woolly bears spin fuzzy cocoons 
and transform inside them into full-grown moths. 

* Typically, the bands at the ends of the caterpillar are  
black, and the one in the middle is brown or orange, givin g 
the woolly bear its distinctive striped appearance. 

Do Woolly Bear Caterpillars Forecast Winter Weather? 
According to legend, the wider that middle brown section 

is (i.e., the more brown segments there are), the milder the  
coming winter will be. Conversely, a narrow brown band is 
said to predict a harsh winter. But is it true? 

* Between 1948 and 1956, Dr. Curran's average brown-
segment counts ranged from 5.3 to 5.6 out of the 13-
segment total, meaning that the brown band took up more 
than a third of the woolly bear's body. As those relativel y 
high numbers suggested, the corresponding winters were 
milder than average. 

* But Curran was under no scientific illusion: He knew 
that his data samples were small. Although the experi-
ments popularized and, to some people, legitimized folk-
lore, they were simply an excuse for having fun. Curran, 
his wife, and their group of friends escaped the city to s ee 
the foliage each fall, calling themselves The Original Soci-
ety of the Friends of the Woolly Bear. 

* Thirty years after the last meeting of Curran's society , 
the woolly bear brown-segment counts and winter fore-
casts were resurrected by the nature museum at Bear 
Mountain State Park. The annual counts have continued, 
more or less tongue in cheek, since then. 

* For the past 10 years, Banner Elk, North Carolina, has 
held an annual "Woolly Worm Festival" each October, 
highlighted by a caterpillar race. Retired mayor Char les 
Von Canon inspects the champion woolly bear and an-
nounces his winter forecast. 

Most scientists discount the folklore of woolly bear pre-
dictions as just that, folklore. Says Ferguson from his of -
fice in Washington, "I've never taken the notion very seri-
ously. You'd have to look at an awful lot of caterpillars in 
one place over a great many years in order to say there's 
something to it." 

Mike Peters, an entomologist at the University of Massa-
chusetts, doesn't disagree, but he says there could, in f act, 
be a link between winter severity and the brown band of a 

woolly bear caterpillar. 
"There's evidence," he 
says, "that the number 
of brown hairs has to do 
with the age of the cat-
e rpi l l ar—in other 
words, how late it got 
going in the spring. The 
[band] does say some-
thing about a heavy 
winter or an early 
spring. The only thing 
is . . . it's telling you 
about the previous 
year." 
 
Source: Farmer’s Alma-
nac 
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BILL McMILLAN’S 
MOUNTAIN CITY  

WEATHER FORECAST 

We're still siding on the optimistic side for now for e arly week, de-
spite a "problematic" trough of low pressure located to  our west. This 
will finally lift northeast Tuesday and could provide u s with a 
shower, but for now it appears better shower coverage will remain off 
to our northwest. Temperatures will remain very close to s easonal 
averages. 
Showers will increase Wednesday thanks to tropical moistur e pull-

ing north. You'll also notice a distinct shift to more humi d conditions 
for mid and late week, due to the influx of tropical moistu re.  
Significant Late Week Storm. . .We're a ways off and with  a good 

deal of uncertainty, but it still appears as if a major  storm system 
will play a part in our weather late next week. Rain and  storms will 
increase Thursday into Friday along with a gusty south erly wind. 
The overall idea we're confident on, it's the timing that' s a bit in the 
air.  
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ments. Even if there really are segments we can't 
compete at, a percentage should be mandated for 
manufacturing in this country to provide jobs, tech-
nology and a bit of independence.   Forth, a growing 
segment of our population is lazy. All they want is a 
hand out, not a hand up. I am all for helping people 
when they need help. But if they are not willing to 
help themselves, they should suffer! It sounds cold 
but it’s the truth.   Fifth, litigation reform is an a rea 
where hundreds of millions of dollars can be saved. 
Now I am not saying people should be able to sue 
Doctors and Hospitals but a cap would go a long 
way in helping to controlling health care cost. I read 
an article not long ago where Texas has past legis-
lation of this type and health care cost has dropped 
significantly. If I remember correctly 30% was 
stated.   Bottom line, if America wants to remain a 
somewhat free country. People need to stand up and 
shout with a very loud voice and stop big govern-
ment and socialism. 

24. I like single payer health care. Medicare, a single 
payer program, has worked well for decades. But 
since that idea appears to be off the table inside the 
DC beltway, I'm pro a Public Option. We can either 
allow the insurance industry to keep operating 
along its current lines, raising premiums, adding 
layers of needless bureaucracy to (i.e., deny bene-
fits) health services, paying  executives outrageous 
salaries OR we can give folks the option of buying 
into a lower cost public alternative. The choice is 
simple: un affordable health care or a public insur-
ance option. 

25. Approve. I think it is a good start, something has to 
be done. 

26. Yes, Canada and the European nations have proven 
that government run health care does not work. I do 
not believe the government should be able to tell us 
we are too old to live or that a child has too many 
health problems and that they will be denied health 
care and left to die. Plus there is a lot in the 
"healthcare" that is not even health related. (My 
brother has read the entire bill - plan... Which is 
more than most of our government officials have 
done!)  

27. The possibilities working their way through Con-
gress do not appear to be "Obama's" health care 
plan.  So what are we assessing here?  It seems to 
me that a system that best controls/reduces costs 
and provides adequate care for all is the goal.  Un-
fortunately according to latest information, private 
insurance and the current system of medical health 
providers does not seem to be focused on the care of 

ing. In addition, many older couples are forced to 
divorce in order to avoid catastrophic financial 
losses due to medical expenses. We have the best 
healthcare in the world. Too bad it's only available 
to the most fortunate among us. Quality healthcare 
should not be a bottom line-based business. 
It should be available to all. I just can't figure out 
where all these fiscally responsible people were hid-
ing while Bush was taking a record surplus and 
turning it into a record deficit. If we had the money 
that has been spent in Iraq during the last seven 
years, we could fund healthcare reform for the next 
seven years.   The main reason this renovation is 
taking so long is that the giant corporate healthcare 
machine made up of the insurance and pharmaceu-
tical companies have hired six lobbyists for 
every Senator in DC. If they would spend as much 
money in serving the needs of their clients as 
they've spent on blocking this legislation, we would-
n't need healthcare reform. 

22. What is his plan?  I have never seen it! 
23. Disapprove.  Name one government program that is 

not poorly run and over budget with poor service. 
The real questions are not being answered, root 
cause. Why is the current health care system not 
working? The answer is like an onion, it has several 
layers.  First, everyone doesn't deserve health care. 
They deserve the opportunity to work for it. Now 
there are special cases where this doesn't apply 
but those are few compared to what our government 
is stating. The government should focus on creating 
and re-energizing industries that provide jobs, 
which offer health care.   Second, companies 
like China-Mart (Wal-Mart) don't offer legitimate 

health care to their 
regular employees. All 
they are about is the 
raping and pillaging of 
the poorer people of 
our society for a dollar. 
Companies of this size 
should be mandated 
by law to take proper 
care of their employ-
ees.   Third, our soci-
ety once was better 
balanced economically. 
Just look at the manu-
facturing industry. 
The term "We can't 
compete" is a bold face 
lie . We can compete in 
most if not all seg-

Just Ask                                                        from p. 18 
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entertain a thought without accepting it." 
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Work Plan                                                                 from p. 9 dredge cell would be graded for drainage and 
closed. The height of the closed cell would be ap-
proximately 780 to 790 feet (ft) above mean sea 
level (msl). A total of approximately 2.7 million cu-
bic yards (cy) of removed material would be dis-
posed off-site.  

* Alternative 2 - Excavation of the embayment 
and portions of the dredge cell, both with off-site 
disposal. This alternative would remove the ash in 
the embayment and test embankment, plus enough 
ash from the dredge cell to limit long-term reliance 
on a dike between the cell and the embayment. 
Enough ash would be left in the dredge cell to pro-
vide buttressing for the remaining dikes. The 
dredge cell would be graded to a gradual slope and 
closed, with a maximum height of approximately 
765 to775 ft msl at its highest point. A total of ap-
proximately 6.3 million cy of removed material 
would be disposed off-site.  

* Alternative 3 – Excavation of the embayment 
and on-site disposal in the dredge cell. This alterna-
tive would use the dredge cell as a disposal facility. 
No material would be taken off-site. The ash in the 
embayment would be removed and stacked in the 
dredge cell. Material placed in the cell for the test 
embankment would remain in the cell. A dike 
would be installed to keep ash in the cell from en-
tering the embayment in the future, and the dredge 
cell would be graded for drainage and closed. The 
height of the closed cell would be approximately 
790 to 800 ft msl.   

The final decision on the type of removal action 
needed will be a balance of engineering effective-
ness, implementation concerns, cost, regulatory 
requirements, and public comment. The removal 
alternatives will be described in more detail in an 
EE/CA report for the embayment and dredge cell, 
scheduled for late in the calendar year of 2009. This 
schedule will meet the objective of completing the 
decision in time to support field construction no 
later than the completion of the current time-
critical removal actions, which is currently slated 
for completion in the spring of 2010.   

ment and dredge cell has been developed. Each of these alterna-
tives involves removing ash and restoring the embayment t o pre-
spill conditions. The three alternatives are:  

* Alternative 1 - Excavation of the embayment and off-site d is-
posal. This alternative would remove the ash in the embaym ent 
and the ash from the test embankment within the dredge cel l and 
dispose of the ash off-site. A dike would be installed to keep ash in 
the cell from entering the embayment in the future, and t he 

like it without one.  I do not trust this man under 
any circumstances................ 

30. I have real problems with a government healthcare 
system.  Give the insurance companies more free-
dom to compete and the prices will come down.  We 
need less government intervention, not more.  Add 
to this the additional taxes needed to pay for the 
program and the longer waits for health care.  Too 
many downsides to the plan.  I am against abortion 
and especially tax-payer funded abortion, which is 
part of the plan.  Plus they are trying to rush it 
through – tells me someone is hiding something! 

31. I strongly disapprove of Obama's health plan.  One 
of the numerous reasons that I object is the large 
number of Illegal Mexican Nationals included.  The 
financial drain on the system would bankrupt the 
system.  I don't think you would want pages of rea-
sons so I will leave with this major weakness of 
Obama's Health Care Reform.  Thank you. 

32. Disapprove. If it is the same one as before, he wants 
to kill off the seniors. 

33. Disapprove. The country cannot handle it finan-
cially, and I find it detrimental to senior citizens 
who already have medical coverage. 

the people, but on the money in their pockets.  The 
system that appears to work in other countries is 
single payer government run health care--like our 
education and highway systems are government 
run.  I do not approve of private insurance compa-
nies dictating our national policies--at the expense 
of the people.  Requirements for individuals to pay 
into the private health insurance system or be fined 
is totally not acceptable in a democracy.  So I sup-
port a single payer approach--even though I doubt I 
personally would get much in return from it.  Like 
the schools, I gladly pay taxes to support the schools 
because it is the best system available for the most 
people-though I do not use them myself.   

28. I disapprove.  When the government gets involved, 
it never runs like it should & it is always more 
costly.  I do believe that all uninsured should be 
forced to have some plan because I am tired of pay-
ing for them.  If the low income in Johnson County 
can afford to smoke & drink, they should have to 
enter into some kind of public healthcare plan & 
take their responsibility to pay their way. 

29. NO!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! I would not like getting rob bed 
with someone using a gun. I am sure I would not 

Just Ask                                                        from p. 18 
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Patricia was a Johnson County High School Graduate 
and later received a Bachelors of Arts in English and 
History from East Tennessee State University in 1986, 
and her Masters in Library Science from the University 
of Tennessee.  

She enjoyed reading, trivia games and loved cats and 
dogs.    

Survivors include her parents; James “Jim” and Fran-
ces Thagard of Butler, Tennessee; her sister; Carol 
Broyles and husband Alan Johnson City, Tennessee. 
Her special friends include Lisa and her sister Carol. 

A Celebration of life for Patricia was held on Sunday 
October 18, 2009 at 3 p.m. at the Hammons Chapel 
Christian Church in Mountain City, Tennessee with 
the Rev. Mike Smith officiating. Eulogies were deliv-
ered by Bill Brookshire, Alan Broyles and Glenn James. 

Following the service a reception was given in her 
honor in the church fellowship hall. 

Memorial contributions may be sent to the Washing-
ton County / Johnson City Animal Shelter or to your 
favorite charity. 

Online condolences may be sent to the Thagard family 
and  v iewed t hrough our  websi t e  at : 
www.huxlipfordteaguefh.com  

Hux~Lipford~Teague Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services of Mountain City is proud and honored to be 
serving the family of Patricia Lynne Thagard. 

 
KELLY FAYETTE ARNOLD 

Kelly Fayette Arnold, age 46, of 
Johnson City, Tennessee, for-
merly of Mountain City, Tennes-
see, went to be with the Lord on 
October 21, 2009 in Johnson City 
Medical Center after a courageous 
battle with cancer. He was the son 
of Margie Arnold and the late 
Fayette Charles Arnold. Kelly 
loved spending time with his wife 
who was the love of his life. He 
also enjoyed raising beautiful Christmas trees. Kelly 
was a member of Walnut Grove Baptist Church in 
Mountain City, Tennessee but was attending Grace 
Fellowship Church in Johnson City. In addition to his 
father, he was preceded in death by a sister, Janice 
Elizabeth Arnold, in 1972. 

Survivors include: his wife, Tara Brian Arnold, of the 
home; one brother: Scott Arnold and wife Karen of 
Johnson City, Tennessee; two nieces: Sophia and Alexis 
Arnold; his mother-in-law and father-in-law: Marianne 
and Harry Brian; his brother-in-law: Frankie Brian; 
and Sally Hicks, a special and loving godmother. 

Funeral services for Kelly Fayette Arnold were held 
at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 24, 2009 from the 
Char l es  B.  Hux Memor ial  Chapel  of 
Hux~Lipford~Teague Funeral Home with Pastor Tom 
Oyler and  Pastor David Bentley officiating.  

Vocals were sung by Sierra Allen.  
Graveside service and interment followed in Dowell 

Cemetery.  
Active pallbearers were Erich Allen, Rob Bowman, 

Harry Brian, Frankie Brian, Walt Brumit, Mike Free-
man, Bill Griffith, Don Ratliff, Kelly Richardson and 
Todd Williams.  

Honorary pallbearers were Danny Arnold, Dean Ar-
nold, Leavie Arnold, Danny Bailey, Bill Kitch and Mike 
Zimmerman. 

Memorial contributions may be made in honor of 
Kelly Arnold to The Imagine Campaign, in care of 
Grace Fellowship Church, 2314 South Greenwood 
Drive, Johnson City, Tennessee 37604, telephone (423) 
928-5601. 

Online condolences may be sent to the family and 
v i e w e d  t h r o u g h  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.huxlipfordteaguefh.com  

Hux~Lipford~Teague Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services is proud and honored to be serving the Arnold 
family. 

 

Mrs. Sheppard is survived by her husband of 59 years, E d-
ward Sheppard; two daughters and sons-in-law: Gail and  
Freddie Gwyn of Elk Park, North Carolina and Freda and 
George Greene of Boone, North Carolina; three sons and 
daughters-in-law: Rev. Barry and Elvie Sheppard, Rev. Ri ch-
ard and Jane Sheppard, all of Heaton and Farrell and Sh eila 
Sheppard of Vilas, North Carolina; 17 grandchildren; 18 
great grandchildren; three brothers: John Carver Jr., 
Stanley Carver, both of Marion, North Carolina and Joe 
Carver of Elk Park, North Carolina and one sister, Carol 
Millwood of Marion, North Carolina. 

Funeral Services were conducted at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, 
October 23, 2009 at the Curtis Creek Freewill Baptist 
Church with Rev. Ricky Birchfield, Rev. Barry Sheppard  and 
Rev. Richard Sheppard officiating. Interment followed in  the 
Gwyn Cemetery.  

Active Pallbearers were: Paul Rupard, Gregory Stamp, 
Ryan Sheppard, Richard Sheppard Jr., Bobby Gwyn, Ricky  
Hodges, Jimmy Tatum, Claude Carver and Randy Carver.  

Honorary pallbearers were George Calvin Greene, Ben 
Helms and all sons, grandsons-in-law and nephews.  

The family will receive friends from 6-9:00 p.m. Thursda y, 
October 22, 2009 at the Curtis Creek Freewill Baptist 
Church.  

Condolences may be emailed to mfc@chartertn.net.  
Memorial Funeral Chapel of Elizabethton, Tennessee is 

serving the Sheppard Family. 
This obituary is a courtesy of Mountain City Funeral 

Home, 224 S. Church Street, Mountain City, TN 37683. 
 

SHARON CHAMBERS WATSON 
Ms. Sharon Chambers Watson, 

age 52 of 1394 Red Brush Rd., 
Mountain City, Tennessee passed 
away on Saturday, October 17, 2009 
in the Johnson City Medical Center. 

Ms. Watson was a Johnson County 
native. She attended Taylors Valley 
Church of Christ, where she loved 
helping with the youth. She was a 
graduate of Johnson County High 
School. She loved flower gardening, 
animals and was an honorary member of the Johnson 
County Humane Society. Sharon was preceded in death by 
her parents Hank and Ruby Chambers. Three brothers 
Ronnie Chambers, Jimmy Chambers and Bobbie Surrento.  

Survivors include her companion for many years, Henry 
Neely; one step-daughter, Ashley Bowen, of Damas-
cus,Virginia ; Two step-sons; Dakota and Austin Neely of 
Abingdon, Virginia and a very special friend Lynn Este s.  

Funeral Services for Sharon were conducted at 4:00 p.m., 
Tuesday October 20, 2009 from the Memory Chapel of the 
Teague Funeral Home, with Maurice Widener and Mike 
Bowers officiating.  

Active pallbearers were Chris Wilson, Blake Stanley, Dal-
las Furches, Johnny Howard, Jeff Hicks and Jim Bragg.  

Honorary pallbearer was Jim Short.  
Graveside services and interment followed the service at 

Jackson-Lewis Cemetery in Taylors Valley.  
Memorials may be made to the Johnson County Humane 

Society in care of Dick Dionne at 249 Obregon Road, Moun-
tain City, Tennessee 37683. 

 
PATRICIA LYNNE THAGARD 

Ms Patricia Lynne Thagard, age 46, of 1806 Lamons Lane 
Johnson City, Tennessee and formerly of Mountain City, 
Tennessee passed away peacefully with her family by her 
side and went home to be with her Lord and Savior Friday 
October 16, 2009 in the Johnson City Medical Center. She 
was born in South Miami, Florida and later moved to John-
son City, Tennessee where she attended the Bread of Life 
Fellowship church. She was preceded in death by her be-
loved paternal grandparents James and Harriett Tha-
gard, her beloved maternal grandparents Frank and Grace 
Swilling, aunt Eleanor Thagard Tabor and aunt Sylvia  Swill-
ing Skipper. 
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ple below). Also plan to have sealable bags to put your  seeds 
(or others’ seeds) into. 

The idea of a seed swap is to allow folks to share seeds and  
information with each other, but not everyone will have seeds 
to swap – if you wish to make seed packets available for  sale, 
that will be allowed as well. 

Bush Bean: Irish Annie (if from British Columbia the name 
would be Ireland Creek Annie) 

This bean originated in Ireland and found its way to B ritish 
Columbia before reaching the USA.  These beans are from a 
friend – Irishman – Shane Ross who gave me 20 beans an d 
now I am giving 20 to one of my friends.  The beans break -
down quickly due to their thin skin and make their own sauce 
working well with other beans in soups.  They possess a w on-
derful flavor.  Daytime warmth of 60 degrees or more, resis -
tant to mold and mildew, bush habit, about 24” high, sturdy, 
high yields, 75 days to harvest. 

Don Dennis (423)257-8745 
For more information about the Appalachian Seed Swap or 

about the Appalachian Farmers Market Association, please 
contact Tom Peterson at:   276-623-1121 or tpeter-
son@asdevelop.org.  Appalachian Farmers Market Association  
-- www.appfma.org 

Free Medical Service : Crossroads Medical Mission, the 
free medical service, sponsored by the United Methodist  
Church, normally comes to Mountain City’s St. Antho ny’s 
Church, where a food pantry is also located, on the firs t 
Thursday of each month. The next scheduled visit is Novem-
ber 5 . Patients are seen beginning at 9:00. Crossroads is a 
mobile medical clinic and Christian mission providing f ree 
healthcare to the uninsured and underserved of the Mountai n 
Empire. The Doctor’s Office on Wheels provides medical care  
and can often help with testing, labwork, minor surgerie s, and 
in some instances medications. For more information, call  
Crossroads Office at 276-466-1600. Schedules and direc tions 
c a n  f o u n d  o n  t h e  i n t e r n e t  a t 
www.crossroadsmedicalmission.org.  If schools in the area  are 
closed for weather, the clinic will be canceled.  

Humane Society Recycling Programs : The Johnson 
County Humane Society collects printer cartridges, toner ca r-
tridges and digital cell phones for recycling. We accep t all 
printer cartridges except for Epson brand and those th at have 
been previously recycled. This environmentally responsible 
fundraising effort supports the foster dogs and cats while they 
await adoption. If you work for or own a business, go to a  
church or belong to a club, ask if they would allow you to  col-
lect these cartridges and phones for the benefit of the anim als. 
Printer cartridges and phones may be dropped off at High  
Country Online, 873 South Shady Street or you can call  423-
727-2566 for drop off locations. The Society also collect s alu-
minum cans for recycling. (If it sticks to a magnet, i t's not 
aluminum and we can't use it.) Our collection bins are  at the 
Mountain City Food Lion just outside the north entrance, 
Food Country just outside the east entrance near Auto Zone, 
and our new location at For Pete's Sake Recycle, 12004 Hwy  
67 in Butler, right across the street from Pleasant's Grocery 
just north of the intersection with Hwy 167. 

Unique Boutique Open : Unique Boutique, sponsored by 
First United Methodist Church, is a thrift store wit h some-
thing for everyone. Located at 122 Butler Lane in Mountain  
City, you can shop on Wednesdays, when the ‘open’ sign is 
out, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information, call Kathy 
Devine at 727-0604. 

Volunteer Center : Need a volunteer for your non-proft 
organization’s project? Call 727-0780 

Join the Community Choir : If you like to sing, are able to 
read music, and enjoy the blending of voices to make beauti ful 
music, you will want to join our growing group of singer s. 
Please note the change in location. We are now meeting at  
First Christian Church every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m., un der the 
direction of Peter Wachs. Call 727-4202 for additional  infor-
mation. 

The MC/JC Community Center Activities : Friday night 
music: Any bands interested in performing for Friday nig ht 
music, please let us know. Come in and enjoy an evening of 
old time Bluegrass and country music. Children are welcom e 
when accompanied by a responsible adult. Music starts at  
6:30 p.m.   

The center’s computer lab and game room are open to 

adults from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday thru Friday, du ring 
school. Rules of conduct are posted in each room. 

We are open 5 days a week unless an event is scheduled. 
Our hours are from 10-6 with evening events scheduled. 

Monday: ACCP classes 6-8 p.m.  
Tuesday: AA 7-8 p.m. 
Thursday: Kiwanis - 12-1 p.m. and AA - 7-8 p.m.  
Friday: Bluegrass and country music each Friday. 
Monday – Friday, we have our Leaps' after-school program 

for kids 10 to 18 who are still in school. All kids who partici-
pate must be signed up by a parent or guardian. Hours for 
this program are 3:15-6 p.m., we open on snow days for k ids, 
weather permitting. 

 “Cans To Cash” Program : The ACTION Coali-
tion/Johnson County Volunteer Center is partnering with 
Mountain City Builders Supply to recycle aluminum cans t o 
fund youth programming in the county. You can drop your 
aluminum cans off at Mountain City Builders Supply bet ween 
the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. The cans must be in bag s when 
they are dropped off. For further information on the collect ion 
of aluminum cans, you may contact Denise Woods at 727-0780  
or Michael Jordan at 727-8281. 

Send information to Welcome Center : Organizations 
and parties wishing to include the Welcome Center’s phon e 
number as a contact for further information need to send in-
formation about the event to the Welcome Center so they can 
pass it along to callers and/or visitors. Call 727-580 0 to dis-
cuss your event, or email jcwc@highcountryonline.net.  

Join the Garden Club : If you’re interested in gardening 
and in garden events, join the Johnson County Garden Club. 
For more information call 727-1565. 

First United Methodist Church : First United Methodist 
Church, 128 N. Church St., has an open heart, an open mind, 
and an open door for all to come in and be welcomed by a gra-
cious and friendly church family. We have a traditiona l ser-
vice with strong preaching, children’s church, and an excep-
tional music program. One of our major areas of concern is 
local missions to which we donate, along with member contri -
butions, the earnings from our Unique Boutique, located be-
hind the church on Butler Street. Each Sunday morning Cof-
fee begins at 9:30; Sunday School at 10:00; and Morning Wor-
ship at 11:00. 

Trade United Methodist Church : Sunday Worship 9:00 
am; Sunday School 10:00 am; Wednesday Choir Rehearsal 
6:30 pm; Holy Communion is the first Sunday of each month.  

Regular organization meetings:  
A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalition, Inc. : The ACTION Coalition has 

changed their meetings back to a monthly basis. The meet ings 
are now on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at the Commun ity 
Center @ 11:30a.m - 1 p.m. www.jctnac.org  Contact Per son: 
Angela Wills, 727-0780 

Al-Anon : Al-Anon meetings Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Action Coalition Bldg., East Main St, Mountain City. Ca ll 
Julia at 727-0412 or Cindy at 727-7261 for more info 

Alcoholics Anonymous : Alcoholics Anonymous meets each 
Tuesday and Thursday night at the community center fro m 7 
to 8 p.m. Call Julie at 727-0412 for more info. 

Amateur Radio Club : The Johnson County Amateur Ra-
dio Club meets the second Tuesday of each month at the 
Johnson County Emergency Center, back door, 7 p.m. (next t o 
post office). For information contact Frank Liberstein 
(W4FRL) 423-727-0333. 

Arts Council Meetings : 4th Thursday of each month at 
6:30 at Community Center. Call 727-2942 for more inform a-
tion 

Butler Ruritan : meets the 4th Monday of every month at 
the Butler Ruritan Hall. Time is 6:30 PM for the potlu ck and 
7:00 PM meeting. We welcome any interested seasonal and 
permanent residents, as well as businesses, to our meetings.  
Located just one block off Hwy. 67, on Piercetown Rd., above  
the Butler Fire Dept. Inquiries? Call 423-768-3936 or 4 23-
768-3159. 

Chamber of Commerce : The J.C. Chamber is organized 
for the purpose of advancing the economic, industrial, p rofes-
sional, cultural and civil welfare of the Johnson County a rea. 
The Chamber meetings are each month on the 3rd Tuesday, 
6:30 p.m. at the Johnson County Welcome Center. 
http://www.johnsoncountychamber.org   

Champion Community Board : Meets 3rd Tuesday in 
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"Shadows of a thousand years rise again unseen, 
Voices whisper in the trees, 'Tonight is Halloween!'" 
~ Dexter Campbell Kozen, American theoretical com-

puter scientist & engineering professor  
(Cornell University) 

p.m., Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 3385 Roan Creek Rd 
Mountain City, TN 37683.Enter through lower level rear door.  
423-727-0345. 

Friends of the Library: Meets quarterly and supports the 
library through fund-raising events Contact Linda Icenhou r 
727-6544 for details. 

Higher Ground Peer Support Group : This is a social 
support group for those recovering from mental illness and /or 
substance abuse. Call 727-8685 for more information. We are 
now open FIVE days a week, Tues. thru Sat., from 9 - 5 .  Ac-
tivities are subject to change, and Higher Ground does n ot 
run a pickup service on those days with snow. 

Oct. Activity Calendar  
13 Support & Education 
14 Hike the Creeper trail, bag lunch 
15 Wellness Action Recovery Plan (WRAP) training starts  
16 Johnson County Pet Adoption Center Volunteer Day 
17 Closed 
20 Support & Education 
21 CARMI Meeting in Johnson City, Frontier Health Advi-

sory Board meeting 
22 Jewelry Making Class 
23 Wellness Action Recovery Plan (WRAP) training, Movie  

Day 
24 Closed 
27 Support & Education 
28 Wellness Action Recovery Plan (WRAP) training, Bingo  
29 Closed for staff training 
30 Johnson County Pet Adoption Center Volunteer Day 
31 Closed 
Humane Society : Johnson County Humane Society meets 

the first Tuesday of each month at the First United M ethodist 
Church at 6 p.m. For more information, phone 423-768- 0896 
or write to P.O. Box 307 Mountain City, TN, 37683 or s end 
email to jchsipac@wildblue.net  or visit www.jchsi.org.  We 
welcome new members, volunteers, and guests. 

Johnson County NAMI : Meets the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Higher Ground Peer Support Center, located at 
1952 Crossroads in Mountain City. For more information,  
please call Coy Lauer, 423-727-4794. 

Johnson County Trails Committee : Meets as needed 
throughout the year. For more information email 
i n f o @ j o h n s o n c o u n t y t r a i l s . o r g ,   v i s i t 
http://johnsoncountytrails.org,  or write to P.O. Box 16 Moun-
tain City, TN 37683 

Kiwanis Club of Johnson County : The Kiwanis of John-
son County meet weekly on Thursdays at the Community 
Center at 12 p.m. You are invited to join us and get invol ved 
"changing the world one child and one community at a ti me”. 
Lunch is provided by donation.  

N.A.F.:  Narcotics Anonymous Fellowship will be meeting 
every Wednesday night @ 7PM at the A.C.T.I.O.N. Coaliti on 
office on 138 East Main Street, Mountain City, TN 37683 . 

Newcomers Club : Regular meeting dates 2nd Thursday of 
each month. Check BIN for time and place or call 727-5 487 

Rotary Club Meets Each Monday : The Mountain City 
chapter of Rotary International, a service organization w ith 
both local and international projects, meets Monday evenings  
at 5:30 p.m. at the Welcome Center. For more information, 
contact club president Scott Teague. 

Senior Citizens Advisory Council : Meeting 1st Monday 
of each month at 12:15 pm at the Senior Citizens Center 7 27-
8883 

Shady Valley Ruritan Club : Regular meeting dates: 2nd 
Thursday of each month. Contact person: Jean Sparger 739-
4326  

United Way of Mountain City/Johnson County : Regular 
meeting dates: monthly – then weekly during campaign. Con -
tact person: Ronnie Perkins, Judy McGuire 727-6737 

Watauga Watershed Alliance/Sierra Club : Meets the 
2nd Tuesday of every month. Contact Gloria 727-4797 or Den -
nis 423-534-4804 for details. 

Feb, May, August and November at noon Call Tom 727-8559 
for more information 

Crossroads Medical Mission : Crossroads Medical Mission 
is held the first Thursday of each month at St. Anthon y’s 
Catholic Church from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. They perform urgen t 
care, screenings, minor surgery, patient education, referra ls, 
pharmacy and labs. This is done without regard to one’s ab il-
ity to pay, although they will accept donations. This serv ice is 
open to the public, and is sponsored by the First United Met h-
odist Church. 

Experimental Aircraft Association meeting : Local EAA 
Chapter 1136 (Experimental Aircraft Association) meets the 
second Sunday of every month at the airport. For more inf or-
mation, call 727-1223. www.eaa1136.com   

Fibromyalgia support group : Fibromyalgia support 
group meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month at 2 

TTD                                                               from p. 22 



~ RESCUE D.O.G. PETS FOR ADOPTION ~ 

 
 

Rescue D.O.G. is a private rescue shelter de-
voted to saving lives and properly caring for 
God's creatures. Rescue D.O.G. strives to place 
the animals in only the best suited environ-
ments for their individual needs. The animal's 
welfare is our main concern. Adoption proce-
dures & adoption donations vary with each ani-
mal. 

Don't throw away old blankets or dog sup-
plies .. DONATE them to us! Can you provide a 
temporary loving home? BE A FOSTER PAR-
ENT!!! For information call 423-727-8744 or 
email saveonelife@yahoo.com    
 

"You can keep a dog; but it is the cat who keeps people, becaus e 
cats find humans useful domestic animals." 

~ George Mikes [pronounced "Mik-esh], 1912-1987, Hunga rian-
born British author known for his humorous commentaries ("How 

to be an Alien:  A Handbook for Beginners and More Adva nced Pu-
pils") 
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Tux & Tiara are five-month-old Wirehair Terrier Puppies.  They 
have been spayed and neutered, dewormed, vet checked, ful ly vacci-
nated, and are crate trained. These two pups would love to remain 
together.  They are rambunctious and full of energy!   For i nforma-
tion on these two pups only, call 727-9836.  

Rebel  .. 10 month old Plott Hound. Female 
Mommy with 3 Precious Puppies. Will Be Ready 
For Adoption in 12 Weeks 

George  .. Male Striped Tabby. Young in Age, 
Shots Current, & Litter Box Trained. Sweet Dis-
position & Very Curious 

 

Pistol Pete  .. 
American Bull-
dog Male. Solid 
White with Black 
Eye Patch, Car-
ries Tail Over 
the Back. Abso-
lutely Gorgeous, 
Playful, & Social 
with Other Dogs 

Justice & Liberty  .. 7 Month Old Male Orange 
Tabbies. Up-to-Date on All Vaccinations, Litter 
Box Trained, & Dewormed. Beautiful Markings 
with Pink Noses! 

Rebel's 3 Puppies. 2 Males & 1 Female. 
Born on October 14 th . Eyes & Ears Still 
Closed. Will Be Ready For Adoption in 12 
Weeks 



~ P.A.C. PETS FOR ADOPTION ~ 

 
How about a lap cat?  Need "fur therapy"?  

Don't forget our "Cats for Seniors" program 
which allows a senior 55 years of age and 
older to adopt a cat as a companion for free.  
The cat is current on vaccines, spayed or neu-
tered, litter boxed trained, and dewormed.  
The only requirement is the cat stay indoors. 

All of these animals are or will up to date on 
their shots when adopted. To get information 
on an animal, please go to: www.jchsi.org  or:  
www.jchsi37683.petfinder.com.   To schedule 
an appointment to adopt a particular animal, 
please call: 423-768-0896 or email: jchsi-
pac@wildblue.net. Adopters may reserve an 
animal by applying for adoption and placing a 
deposit for one that has not yet been altered. 
Adoption fees include: animal that has been 
spayed or neutered, current rabies and other 
vaccines, de-wormed, micro-chipped, starter 
food and adoption kit, collar and leash for 
dogs, and cat carrier for cats. 
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"Dogs, the foremost snobs in creation, are quick to notice th e dif-
ference between a well-clad and a disreputable stranger." 

~ Albert Payson Terhune, 1872-1942, American journalis t, dog 
breeder (Rough Collies) & author ("Lad:  A Dog" - 1919) 
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Fawn  has doe 
eyes!  She will 
be 2 years old 
in January and 
she is spayed.  
She has some 
shepherd in 
her back-
ground.  She 
does extremely 
well on a 
leash! 

 

Reggie , a 
neutered 
black and 
tan shepherd 
mix, is a 
medium 
sized dog, 
who would 
like to have 
a fenced in 
yard with 
room to run.  
He needs 
your atten-
tion! 

Gorgeous  is a shepherd mix who needs a home.  
She also needs a fenced in yard.  She is a spayed 
2 year old who is a small to medium dog.  She is 
friendly and needs your attention! 

 

Richard , a 
neutered small 
lab mix, is 
ready to be 
your lifetime 
companion!  
He is about a 
year old and 
likes to play.  
Won't you give 
him a fenced in 
yard to run in? 

Honey , a spayed husky mix, is just over a 
year old.  She weighs 34 pounds.  But she has 
energy to play!  How 'bout a running compan-
ion? 


