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Editor’s Corner 
 
I promised a special photo edition of B.A.D. Idea News this 

week but I’ve simply not been able to think straight enough t o 
get it together.  

As many of you already know, my daughter Jenny’s house 
burned to the ground on Wednesday, Dec. 23.  

When it started, everyone was away. My son-in-law Cliff had 
gone to buy Jenny a last minute gift and Jenny had come to 
drive me to town for some errands, since my road was still 
snow-covered and I don’t have four-wheel drive. They each had 
two kids with them and the other three had gone to spend some 
time with their natural mother and grand-parents. 

Just about the time Jenny brought me home, Cliff arrived at  
their house, saw smoke and called 911. Ten minutes after Jenn y 
dropped me off, I heard the call go out over the scanner for a 1 0-
72 (fire) at 111 W.W. Vaught Lane (off Dug Hill Road).  

Of course I was terrified, and I stayed that way until I  got hold 
of Jenny on her cell phone and found out nobody was in the 
house.  

I was stuck at home with no way to get to my daughter.  Fr om 
what I can remember from the scanner traffic, three fire dep art-
ments showed up to battle the blaze. There was nothing they 
could do.  

Jenny told me later that somebody said it appeared there was  
an electrical short in the kitchen somewhere that started the  
fire. 

Since that day, and it seems as if a whole month has gone b y, Johnson County residents have shown 
their true and generous natures – donations of clothing and m oney have been coming in steadily from all 
over. I have also received donations from BIN readers who live f ar away from here. 

The kids lost the presents that were under their own Christma s tree, but thanks to everyone that 
helped, were able to have gifts on Christmas morning. And t he entire family is grateful that everyone 
was alive and able to observe the holy day. 

While the first few days were very bad, what follows is goin g to test the strength and courage of the 
whole family. Cliff and Jenny are hunting for someplace to l ive so they can get back to the business off 
carrying on with what the future holds. 

They won’t be able to replace the precious family photos and keep sakes that were lost in the fire but 
they will  have to replace everything it takes to keep a family functi oning. I believe they have enough 
clothes for the whole family now but will still need household items. 

People ask me what they need and the first thing I think of is prayer for their well being and strength 
and safety. Second, they need someplace to live. If any reader  knows of a house to rent big enough to 
hold a family of nine, please let me know as soon as possibl e.  

If you have something you want to donate, or if you just want  to pass along your best wishes, please 
call me at 423.727.1438 or my daughter Angie at 423.727 .9836. You may also contact the Red Cross lady 
at 423.426.3093. 

My thanks go out to each and every individual and church that has helped my family in this time of 
crisis. 

 
Barbara A. Dunn 
badidea_news@embarqmail.com  
171 Deer Creek Crossing 
Mountain City, TN 37683 
 
P.S. If you would, please take the time to look at the advertis ements on the next two pages … without 

the support of these businesses, BIN would not exist. Since th e economy went south, these people have 
stuck with me and enabled me to put the paper out each week. I f you like B.A.D. Idea News, please visit 
these advertisers and let them know how much you appreciate t hem. 
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HAVE A BLESSED,  
SAFE AND  

HAPPY NEW YEAR 


