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Johnson County Purchasing 
Agent 
 
By Peter Kelley  

 
Given what we've all been through financially over 

the past several years, everyone in Johnson County 
(and the rest of the nation, for that matter) has be-
come keenly interested in where their money goes, 
how it's used and who is safeguarding it. 

Here in Johnson County, your tax money's first line 
of protection is Doug Hammons, the Johnson County 
purchasing agent who works in an office on the first 
floor of the county office building at 211 North 
Church Street. Few are familiar with the actual pur-
chasing process he uses so that's what we're going to 
look at today. 

The purchasing agent: 
Hammons has been the purchasing agent for the 

county since 1995, having been hired by then-mayor 
George Lowe, upon the retirement of Jack Cress from 
the purchasing office. Prior to that, Hammons was 
with the county assessor's office for 15 years, so he 
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It doesn’t take much to coax living green things into t he spring 
warmth. 

Photo by B. Dunn 

brings about 30 years of experience in Johnson County matters 
to the office with him each morning. 

What the purchasing agent does is provide the county with  
the information needed to make purchases as intelligently an d 
economically as possible and to then work through an estab -
lished process to keep the purchasing of goods and services 
moving as efficiently and quickly as it can.  

That's it. The purchasing agent does not spend any money. In 
fact, he doesn't even have access to the county's dollars. He does 
not decide who will get the contract and who won't even though  
he provides all the information used to make that decision.  He 
does not decide what will be ordered and what won't be even 

By City Alderman Willis Walker  
 
City officials from across the State of Ten-

nessee gathered in Nashville Monday and 
Tuesday, March 8 and 9, for the annual 
Tennessee Municipal League (TML) Legis-
lative Conference.  Mountain City was rep-
resented at the conference by Mayor Kevin 
Parsons and Alderman Willis Walker.   

The current President of TML, Tommy 
Pedigo, Mayor of Sparta, Tennessee opened 
the conference by reminding all delegates of 
the importance of sharing their concerns 
with each other, and with our state repre-
sentative, and state senator.  “Our involve-
ment and input is critical to the operation 
of state government,” said Pedigo. 

Deputy Governor John Morgan addressed the municipal 
delegates about the current condition of the state.  “Based 
on more than seventy years of information, Tennessee has 
never faced the challenges that we face today,” he said. 
“This is the worst recession since the Great Depression.  
The citizens of this state depend on state government for 
certain services, and we will continue to provide those ser-
vices, but at a lower rate.  The current decline in sales  tax 

Notes on the TML Legislative Conference 

contd. on p. 15 

revenues is unprecedented.  Three times 
since 1978, the sales tax rate has been in-
creased statewide; however, in recent 
years, retail sales have dropped, resulting 
in lower revenues.  Much of the decline has 
come from fewer automobile and real es-
tate sales.” 

Morgan went on to advise local leaders to 
become more involved by enhancing their 
communities to make them more attractive 
to tourism and industrial growth.  On the 
subject of education, Deputy Governor 
Morgan expressed concerns about many 
who fail to finish high school.  He stated 
that the current goal is to have every high 
school graduate “college ready or work 
ready.”  At the present trend, sixty to sev-

enty percent of all jobs will require college education.  
“Any community that desires to see job growth in their 
community will need an educated available work force to 
make the community attractive to industrial development 
and additional jobs,” Morgan said.  “Without that educa ted 
work force, job opportunities will be very limited.” 
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On this day, March 15 …  
1934 - Henry Ford restored the $5 a day 

wage. 
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By Amanda Wills  
 
San Francisco made history when it became the first 

city to officially ban plastic shopping bags in 2007, mak-
ing it a pioneer of a rapidly growing trend – the outlaw-
ing of common to-go plastic products, such as bags and 
foam polystyrene containers. 

In many cases, the main objective when passing these 
types of bans or fees is to ultimately reduce the amount 
of litter. 

According to Eric Goldstein, New York City environ-
ment director for the Natural Resources Defense Coun-
cil, plastic bags and polystyrene waste, while two sepa-
rate issues, make up a large amount of the city’s waste 
stream. In fact, he says the City Council estimates that  
New Yorkers use about one billion bags each year. 

However, the American Chemistry Council says the 
increased bans and fees are not a solution to the litter 
problem. 

“The thing to know overall is that plastic bag bans 
and fees don’t work, they just cause shifts to an alterna-
tive,” says Keith Christman, managing director of plas-
tics markets for the ACC. “What we think does work is 
an increase in recycling. It works well for other prod-
ucts as well, and plastic bag and film recycling has  been 
growing around the country. For 2005 to 2007, it went 
up by 27 percent to 830 million pounds per year.” 

But Goldstein says the problem is actually the contin-
ued increase in production of plastic, which, he says, 
has led to more litter. 

“These bags are derived from fossil fuels and are just 
for temporary use,” he explains. “Disposal creates a 

Inside Plastic Bans 
host of environmental problems [...] It’s safe to say that even 
in a city like New York – which is no environmental paradi se 
– plastic bags are a nuisance; they are one of the most vis ible 
forms of pollution. They litter roadways, beaches, parkland , 
clog our storm drains, hang from our trees and are a threat  
when they get into our local waterways.” 

“The long-term solution is using more durable products. It’s  
usually not one size fits all,” Goldstein says. “We agree that 
the solution to the ever-mounting use of bags is not a step up  
in the usage of paper. The way to address this issue is to i n-
crease reliance on reusable bags and grocery sacks, which i s 
taking place in Europe and is beginning to catch on here in  
some American jurisdictions.” 

The San Fran litter audit 
San Francisco is one such jurisdiction that has implem ented 

several laws in an effort to move towards zero waste. The city 
was the first to officially ban polystyrene to-go containers  and 
plastic bags. San Francisco now boasts a recycling ra te of 72 
percent – the highest in the nation. But should this high  
number be credited, in part, to the plastic bans? 

In 2008, the City of San Francisco conducted a litter au dit of 
132 sites on April 7-18, 2008. This audit was conduct ed at 
approximately the same time of year in 2008 as in the prev i-
ous audit (conducted April 9-20, 2007). The 2007 audit  ob-
served an average of 36 items of large litter per site, wh ich 
decreased 17 percent to 30 items of large litter per site i n 
2008 (3,973/132 sites). 

According to the audit, “The largest category of large litt er 
observed, at 664 litter pieces, was non-branded paper na pkins 
and paper towels. This is a similar result from the 20 07 audit, 
where napkins were the second most significant category (5 70 
pieces of large litter in 2007). Printed paper materials  were 
the second most significant litter category at 380 items,  fol-
lowed closely by miscellaneous paper, last year’s most sign ifi-
cant large litter category.” 

“The second most significant material type observed was 
plastic materials [...] Plastic bags including retai l sacks, zip-
per bags represented 4.3 percent of total large litter (172  
items out of 3,973). Plastic bags represented 73 percent of  bag 
litter, as observed in the 2008 litter audit. Plastic b ags with 
or without brand marking on them (i.e. grocery bags) repre-
sented 69 percent of the litter in this category, and 4 per cent 
of total litter. Paper bags collectively accounted for 24 percent 
of this sub-category, with non-retail paper bags (like lunch 
bags) representing 18 percent of the sub-category.” 

Christman says what was seen with the ban was an actua l 
increase in litter of other materials. 

“There has been a shift back to paper bags, which is doub le 
the greenhouse gas emissions [it takes 91 percent less energy  
to recycle a pound of plastic than it takes to recycle a p ound of 
paper], and dramatically increases waste by about 80 per-
cent,” he says. “One of the reasons people talk about bans is 
to reduce litter, but this didn’t do anything to reduce litter. 
And it really didn’t do anything to address this.” 

Nevertheless, San Francisco has sparked a trend – 22 other 
coastal California towns are prohibiting the use of polysty-
rene takeout containers, and other major West Coast cities 
are considering plastic bag bans or fees. 

Seattle’s heated plastic bag fee 
In the summer of 2008, Seattle City Council initially voted  

to impose a 20-cent fee on all disposable shopping bags. Wh ile 
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How Organic is Organic Food? 
higher levels of beneficial nutri-
ents in organic compared to non-
organic foods.” 

Despite in which camp your 
opinions lie, the implied power of 
eating organic still holds sway 
over shoppers’ decisions. 

What does the label mean? 
In order to make educated de-

cisions about the benefits of or-
ganic food, shoppers must first 
understand what sets organic 
products apart from their con-
ventional counterparts and what 
qualifies as “organic” in the U.S. 

“Organic refers to the way ag-
ricultural products are grown 
and processed,” says Jennifer 
Rose, new media manager and 
staff writer of the Organic Trade 
Association (OTA). “It includes a 
system of production, processing, 
distribution and sales that as-
sures consumers that the prod-
ucts maintain the organic integ-
rity that begins on the farm.” 

“This system which is governed 
by strict government standards,” 
Rose explains, “requires that 
products bearing the organic la-

bel are made without the use of toxic and persistent 
pesticides and synthetic nitrogen fertilizers, antibi-
otics, synthetic hormones, genetic engineering or 
other excluded practices, sewage, sludge or irradia-
tion.” 

Jack Hunter, spokesman for the U.K.-based Soil 
Association, says, “Certain standards for animal 
welfare, avoidance of chemicals and harmful food 
additives form the basis for the trade term ‘organic.’ 
This is enshrined in European law, but many or-
ganizations set their standards above this level, 
including ours. The Soil Association is considered 
one of the highest standards in the world, so con-
sumers seeing our distinctive logo can be sure of 
high standards, policed by our inspectors who visit 
all levels of the production chain on an annual and 
unannounced basis.” 

According to Hunter, many of the benefits of or-
ganic food are even overlooked by consumers who 
believe that these products are better only in the 
sense that they contain no chemicals, antibiotics, 
traces of pesticides or fertilizers. 

“Organic is a package of really worthwhile 
things,” he says. “This often makes it hard to un-
derstand and is why most people think organic 
equals no chemicals. Organic is all about producing 
food in a way that doesn’t harm people or the envi-
ronment.” 

By Katherine J. Chen  
 
The purchase of organic food has become noth-

ing short of a global trend, as consumers aim to 
spend money on products they feel they can re-
late to and trust. This means knowing exactly 
what food is made of, how it is processed and its 
country of origin. 

While millions of shoppers continue to flock to 
grocery stores and farmers’ markets, investing 
their faith (and dollars) in the promise of healthy 
organic foods, the debate surrounding the true 
value of “organic” has yet to reach a definitive 
conclusion. The return to a so-called “natural 
diet” piques shoppers’ interests – enough to gen-
erate a global organic market valued at an esti-
mated $48 billion in 2007. 

In July 2009, researchers in London claimed 
that customers only purchase organic food be-
cause they believe it is healthier for their bodies. 
Scientists at the London School of Hygiene & 
Tropical Medicine, however, were not convinced. 

After a review of 162 scientific papers published 
in the last 50 years, the research team concluded 
that there was simply no notable difference be-
tween reportedly healthier organic food and con-
ventionally processed food products. 

“There is currently no evidence to support the 
selection of organically over conventionally pro-
duced foods on the basis of nutritional superior-
ity,” says Alan Dangour, one of the report’s authors. 

On the other side of the debate, the Soil Association, an in terna-
tional charity whose primary activities involve campaig ning for 
public education on nutrition and health and participates  in the 
certification of organic food in the U.K., disagrees. 

In response to the July 2009 report on the lack of additional  
health benefits in organic food, the Soil Association’s Policy  Direc-
tor Peter Melchett stated in a press release, “We are disap pointed 
in the conclusions the researchers have reached. The review re-
jected almost all of the existing studies of comparisons between 
organic and non-organic nutritional differences.” 

“Although the researchers say that the differences between or -
ganic and non-organic food are not ‘important’, due to the r ela-
tively few studies, they report in their analysis that there are 

To be labeled “organic,” products 
must consist of at least 95 per-

cent organically produced ingre-
dients. The remaining ingredi-

ents must consist of USDA-
approved nonagricultural (non-

organic) substances.  

Photo: Amanda Wills, 
Earth911.com   
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MY 2 ¢ ... 

"St. Patrick's Day is an enchanted time – a day to begin  transform-
ing winter's dreams into summer's magic."  

~ Adrienne Cook 

That is the reason that I cannot trust anyone 
now. 
How can I trust someone, anyone, after some-
thing like this happened? 
 
Who am I? 
 
What trust was broken you ask? 
The trust that was broken was that of a friend, 
a family member, or someone in power. 
The person that I used to look up to, the one 
that I trusted, 
That trust was violated in just a few minutes, 
Now I must deal with it for a lifetime. 
 
This person took advantage of my trust.. 
They took advantage of me without regard to 
my feelings or life. 
They may have left satisfied, but in return, they 
have left me a husk of the person I was. 
I do not know what to do now.  How will I cope? 
What did I do to deserve this? 
  
Who am I? 
 
What is “this” that I am talking about, that 
happened to me?  
“This” is a Sexual Assault, the breaking of trust, 
the violation of self, the violation of “ME” 
Who am I you ask, who could I be? 
I am the 1 in 6 females that will sometime in 
their life be sexually assaulted. 
I am the 1 in 44 males that will have to cope 
with this after it happens to them. 
 
Do you still not know who I am? 
I am your sister, your brother, your father, your 
mother,  
I am your aunt, your uncle, your grandfather, 
your grandmother.  
I am your son, your daughter, your husband, 
your wife,  
I am your neighbor, your coworker, the person 
you trust with your life 
I am your niece, your nephew, your cousin, your 
friend. 
If YOU don’t get involved, I may be YOU in the 
end. 
 
 
 

Who Am I? 
 
By MSG Charles R. Lay  
March 2010 
Dedicated to Victims of Sexual Assault 
 
 
I am the person that you see everyday. 
I am that dependable individual that everyone can go to. 
You know the one, the one that if you need something done, 
they will get it done for you. 
I am there to help anyone that needs help if they ask or not . 
I am that person, with a smile on their face. 
 
Who am I? 
 
I am the same person today that I was yesterday. 
But today, the world has changed around me. 
The world is different, and it hurts me. 
I hurt inside, things are different. 
Why did this happen to me? 
 
People remark that I seem different. 
They ask me if anything is wrong, if they can help. 
I tell them there is nothing wrong, that is, if they eve n have 
noticed. 
I may smile to everyone, while inside I want to die. 
This is my life now, why was it me? 
 
Who am I? 
 
Day to day I continue to withdraw from others, or I may  become 
the “life of the party”. 
I deal with things differently; there is no “textbook” resp onse 

here. 
This has changed my life, 
whether others know or not. 
I am scared when alone, and 
with others. 
How can I go on like this? 
 
What is “this” that I am talk-
ing about?  What is it that 
happened you ask? 
Ask that person that I knew; 
the one that I trusted. 
The one that broke that trust 
with me, 

 



By Lt. Governor Ron Ramsey  
 
Bill seeks to curb illegal drug activity from out-o f-
state “pill mills”  

 
The Senate and House Judiciary Committees approved legisla -

tion last week to attack a major source of illegal drug ac tivity in 
Tennessee.  The bill, Senate Bill 3027, would stiffen penalt ies 
against those who get prescriptions in another state an d return to 
distribute the drugs illegally in Tennessee.   

Action on the bill follows a 96.6 percent increase in drug -related 
deaths according to a study conducted by the Centers for D isease 
Control (CDC). Some Tennessee law enforcement officers attrib-
ute the increase to the misuse of prescription drugs by those who 
obtain them legally from out-of-state “pill mills.” 

States across the South have seen an increase in crime ste m-
ming from the rise of pain clinics in Florida, where the l aws are 
much looser than other states.  These are often referred to as pill 
mills.  Law enforcement officers say there is an increase i n drug 
busts involving prescriptions obtained at these pill mills  and sold 
illegally in Tennessee. 

The most common drugs found are OxyContin, 
Darvon, and Vicodin, but drug busts in Tennessee 
also have included Xanax and Roxicodones. The 
legislation would increase the penalties for the ille-
gal trafficking of out-of-state drugs from a Class C 
misdemeanor, which carries a 30-day jail term and 
up to $50 in fines, to a Class D felony with a 2 to 12  
years in prison sentence and up to $5,000 in fines.   

Tennessee law requires all entities that dispense 
medications to file information on controlled sub-
stances on a state database to monitor abuse.  That 
law has helped curb prescription drug abuse by 
providing information to those prescribing and dis-
pensing the drugs to alert them of potential abus-
ers.   

Although 40 states have laws establishing drug 
monitoring programs, Florida is among those which 
do not have a program.  That state now has one of 
the highest concentrations of pain clinics in the 
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"May those that love us, love us, 
And those that don't love us, 

May God turn their hearts. 
And if He doesn't turn their hearts, 

May He turn their ankles 
So we will know them by their limping." 

~ Irish blessing 

contd. on p. 19 
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Capitol Hill Week in Review 

Due to potential Salmonella contamination, the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) an-
nounced a recall of the HVP product on March 4, 
2010. A recall of the beef product was warranted 
because the HVP ingredient was added after Sal-
monella prevention steps were applied. 

The products subject to recall include:  
* 8.4 ounce boxes of "TORNADOS RANCHERO 

BEEF & CHEESE."  
Each box contains 3 Tornados. "Est. 17523A" and 

code numbers "09357," "10023," "10028," "10030," 
"10031," or "10032" are ink jetted on the side panel. 
The RTE product was produced on Dec. 23, 2009, 
Jan. 23, 2010, Jan. 28, 2010, Jan. 30, 2010, Jan. 3 1, 
2010, and Feb. 1, 2010.  

Ruiz Foods, Inc. distributes RTE beef product na-
tionwide to retail and food service establishments. 
Only those products distributed for retail sale are 
subject to recall. All product distributed to food ser-
vice establishments undergoes a lethality treat-
ment to kill Salmonella before consumption. FSIS 
has received no reports of illnesses associated with 
the consumption of these products. Individuals con-
cerned about an illness should contact a physician. 

According to FDA's March 4, 2010 release, FDA 
conducted an investigation after a customer of an 

Ready-To-Eat Beef Product Recalled  
 
Ruiz Foods, Inc., a Denison, Texas establishment, is recal ling 

approximately 115,700 pounds of a ready-to-eat (RTE) beef p rod-
uct that may be contaminated with Salmonella. The packag es of 
beef product contain as an ingredient the specific Hydrolyz ed 
Vegetable Protein (HVP), which was previously recalled, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's Food Safety and Inspection Servi ce 
(FSIS) announced last week.  

Two Texas Firms Recall 
Ready-To-Eat Beef Products 
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is a thing of the past, so I 
signed up for that and now 
get over 150 channels. And 
you know, ain’t none of 
them worth watching.” 

In less than a week Un-
cle Sid had found out what 
most of us already know, 
that finding a good TV pro-
gram is a tough chore. 
“What do you watch?” I 
asked. 

 “The same things we 
always did,” the old man 
said. “We started going 
through the channels once 

this thing got all set up and I’ve never seen any-
thing like it. People just don’t have any scruples 
anymore!” 

 “Like what?” I just had to ask. 
He rolled his eyes and said, “They’ve got this 

show where folks come on there to lose weight 
and I agree they had eaten too many hot water 
hoecakes at some time. But, to come on television 
and take your shirt off before the world is a little 
too much for this old man. Then you got these 
folks who have been lost for years and everybody 
votes to see who gets kicked off an island I would-
n’t have been on in the first place. Just don’t 
make sense if you ask me. Plus, all these shows 
where folks think they can sing and they couldn’t 
carry a tune in a milk bucket is not my idea of 
entertainment. Why don’t they just put the good 
ones on to begin with and let those others go back 
home to a day job.” 

I could see cousin Pierce had sold Uncle Sid 
more than what he really needed or understood, 
but it was good to hear common sense for a 
change. Uncle Sid had always called things the 
way he saw them and his review of TV shows was 
pretty much on my way of thinking. 

 “This high debt TV really makes ball games 
enjoyable and Andy and Barney seemed like they 
are right here in the room with you,” Uncle Sid 
went on to say. “But that other stuff  just gives 
me an opportunity to read the paper and this 
week’s Sunday school lesson, which is good 
enough for me. Won’t be long any way before it’s 
time to be in the garden.” 

Get’n in the garden does sound good, and when 
that happens, high debt TV will go a begging un-
til fall around these parts. But, The Price Is 
Right will still have two folks making their plans 
to take a break and watching a little HD TV. 

 Pettus L. Read is editor of the Tennessee Farm 
Bureau News and Director of Communications for 
the Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation. He may 
be contacted by e-mail at pread@tfbf.com      
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By Pettus L. Read  
 

Uncle Sid Goes HD 
 
It was a beautiful Tennessee early 

spring afternoon when I pulled in the 
long gravel driveway of Uncle Sid and 
Aunt Sadie’s farm. The hills behind 
their house this time of year are start-
ing to show signs that full-blown spring 
is on its way. Maples are turning ma-
roon in color with red buds on their 
limbs getting ready to bloom and other 
trees are starting to show signs of pas-
tel greens, as they too are ready to 
come back to life once again. I love this 
time of the year when new life is arriving after a cold win ter and 
this year was one that winter just didn’t want to give up . 

Just like spring’s newness, Uncle Sid’s house was also sp orting 
something new on the white frame home’s roof. Located just at the 
roof’s edge, and on the overhang, was a brand new satellite dish 
that sort of looked out of place due to the yesteryear look of t he rest 
of the house. I knew they had been using an antenna ever sinc e 
television arrived back in the 50s and they were still usi ng the first 
color TV that had ever been seen in these parts the last tim e I made 
a visit. Evidently, something had changed and Uncle Sid and Aunt 
Sadie were now experiencing digital HD television watching. 

Aunt Sadie met me at the front door wiping her hands on her 
apron as usual and led me to the back portion of their hous e where 

the old couple spends most of their time. 
There, sitting in the family room in his 
cane back rocker was Uncle Sid watch-
ing The Price Is Right on a huge flat 
screen TV. The thing was so large I felt 
like I had “come on down” and was one 
of the contestants in the studio. What 
can I say? It was a nice one and Uncle 
Sid was totally engrossed. 

After exchanging pleas-
antries, Uncle Sid once 
again directed his attention 
to the program and I took 
my seat on the sofa located 
beside him. I knew this was 
one of his and Aunt Sadie’s 
favorite programs and 
waited for a commercial to 
find out what was going on. 
As soon as the show went 
from spinning wheels and 
screaming prices to a com-
mode cleaning commercial, 
I had to ask, “When did you 
get the new TV?” 

Now looking my way, Un-
cle Sid said, “The old Sylva-
nia finally bit the dust the 
other night and I went in 
the next day to Fred’s Fur-
niture and talked to your 
cousin Pierce about a new 
set. He sold me this high 
debt TV, which most folks 
call HD. He suggested I 
should also get satellite 
channels since my antenna 
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"I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I 
learned that most people die of natural causes." 

~ George [Denis Patrick] Carlin, 1937-2008, 5-
time Grammy Award-winning American stand-

up comedian, actor & author ("Seven Words 
You Can Never Say on Television") 

 

 

 



rity of the material through the reclamation process, 
meaning it cannot be used in making the original prod-
uct. 

In a perfect world, a plastic bottle would be easily re-
cycled into another plastic bottle or something of even 
greater value. In the case of plastics with a resin code o f 
one (PET), this can happen, as it can for aluminium 
cans and glass bottles. 

But HDPE, or resin code number two plastics, com-
monly used in their first incarnation as milk, juice and  
water bottles, may not be able to be truly recycled. They 
cannot be used again for food-grade items. 

These are often downcycled into things like tables, 
chairs and trash bins and require extra treatment in 
terms of energy and chemicals to do so. While durable 
plastic products can be created, it takes an awful lot of 
plastic bottles to create these items.  

Additionally, the HDPE may be blended into other 
plastic resin types, which then turns them into a res in 
code seven – and that is then the end of the line. Once 
that product has outlived its usefulness, its next desti-
nation will likely be landfill. 

Another example is paper – good quality writing pa-
per cannot be recycled into more of the same – it is 
downcycled into items such photocopy paper, cardboard 
and toilet paper.  

Upcycling 
Upcycling, as you may have already guessed, converts 

waste materials into new materials or products of 
higher quality or better "environmental value". 

  Avoiding downcycling, embracing upcycling  
While all this is interesting and will be a great way to  

impress your friends with your incredible knowledge at 
your next dinner party, what does it mean for you? Are 
downcycling and upcycling just more words without any 
application in our everyday lives? 

While recycling in all its forms is wonderful and 
should always occur, it's important we remember that 
recycling not only requires energy, but certain types of 
materials may require more energy and chemical proc-
essing than others – and even then will only produce 
items of lower environmental value.  

One way we can avoid the downcycling trap is to 
make more informed purchase decisions. For example, 
let's say brand X's bottle is made from plastic resin c ode 
one materials and brand Y is plastic resin code two. 
Assuming the two products are otherwise identical, 
brand X may be the better choice. 

Bear in mind the issues connected with downcycling 
also come back to a repetitive theme – it's not just wh at 
we use, but how much of it we consume. We shouldn't 
try to justify hyperconsumption just because the prod-
uct or the packaging it comes in can be recycled (or 
downcycled), harking back to the "reduce, reuse, recy-
cle" concept being in a specific order for good reason. 

Upcycling in our own lives, on the other hand, can be 
seen as anticipating the waste and finding something 
else to do with it – to repurpose. 

For example, and at a very simplistic level, if you 
want a garden pot and also need to buy juice, you don't 
necessarily need to buy the pot. You could cut down the 
juice bottle, once emptied, for the purpose. 

While the plant pot you would buy may well have 
originated from downcycled materials such as discarded  
juice bottles, by repurposing it yourself, you are cutti ng 
out the middleman and the resources required for the 
downcycling process – and saving cash, too. The juice 
bottle has now been given improved environmental 
value – it has been upcycled instead of downcycled. 

Another example is turning disposable shopping bags 
into useful items: 

http://www.greenlivingtips.com/articles/138/1/Recycle
d-plastic-bag-crafts.html   

Prevent downcycling of some items – upcycle them at 
home! 

Downcycling and upcycling  
By Michael Bloch  

Reprinted with permission from:  
www.greenlivingtips.com  
Green Living Tips is an online resource 

powered by renewable energy offering a 
wide variety of earth friendly tips, green 
guides, advice and environment related 
news to help consumers and business re-
duce costs, consumption and environmental impact on the 
planet. 

Owner and editor of Green Living Tips, Michael Bloch i s an 
environmentalist and entrepreneur who hails from Seac liff 
Park, South Australia. 

Preventing downcycling by upcycling 
 

Over the years, I've written extensively on topics related to 
recycling and also touched on the other "cycling" variation s, 
such as precycling and freecycling.  

The word "recycling" also tends to cover processes such as  
reusing and repurposing. There's nothing wrong with using  
an umbrella term to cover a number of scenarios, but when it 
comes down to it, not all the "cyclings" are created equal –  
and you'll soon see why. 

To illustrate, let's look at yet another couple of related 
terms – downcycle and upcycle. 

Recycling, in its strictest definition, is about reclaim ing the 
materials from item X and then producing another item X 
from them. An example of this is the recycling of engine oil.  
Used engine oil can be filtered and distilled to create new en -
gine oil of the same quality. Oil doesn't really wear out, it  
seems, it just gets dirty. 

Downcycling 
Downcycling is where you reclaim a material for reuse in a  

product of lesser value, or in some way compromise the int eg-
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By Amanda Wills  
 

The Greener Gadgets event in New York City was a stark con-
trast to its Las Vegas counterpart, the Consumer Electr onics 
Show. The venue was vastly smaller, the visual appeal was  sig-
nificantly absent, and the huge techie crowd was lacking  (but 
we’ll blame that on the snowstorm). 

But there was one compelling dissimilarity about Greener Gadg-
ets, and it was perhaps the reason we made the cross-country  
trip: undiscovered ingenuity. 

While there were no elaborate booths with devices for us to test , 
Twitpic and geek out about, the ideas were concrete through il lus-
tration and avid speakers, making us even more excited abou t 
how the future will better merge both technology and sustaina bil-
ity. 

Greener Gadgets You’ll Love 
As keynote speaker 

Yves Béhar poign-
antly put it, “If a 
design is not ethical, 
it cannot be beauti-
ful. If it cannot be 
beautiful, it probably 
shouldn’t be at all.” 

The Hackable Car 
Béhar is the foun-

der of Fuseproject 
and designer of sev-
eral other greener 
gadgets. He opened 
the show with a 
theme that we would 
later see throughout 
the program: Green should be available to the 
wider world. 

Using the One Laptop Per Child project as an ex-
ample, Béhar said greener design can be both sim-
ple and crave-worthy. 

“When Nicholas Negroponte contacted me about 
the One Laptop Per Child Project, I was so over 
designing laptops. They are all the same, there is 
no innovation [...] But Nicholas really wanted to do 
something different and groundbreaking, and he 
really became an ambassador for design.” 

“We learned a lot of things, and the rest of the 
world learned a lot of things through this process. 
For instance, we learned that a laptop could be 
made light and cheap and that people would find 
that desirable.” 

Springboarding off that idea, Béhar presented his 
dirt-simple electric vehicle design that would make 
sense in a developing country. It’s tough, versatile 
and “hackable,” meaning that you can build your 
own functions on top of its basic frame. 

The car is completely symmetrical – the front and 
back component pieces are interchangeable, and 
the roof is covered in photovoltaics. While the setup 
is basic, the portions can be changed to suit a wide 
array of needs ranging from a car to a truck, van, 
taxi, delivery vehicle or ambulance. 

The design is still in its initial phase, but we 
think it definitely has potential as “electric” contin-
ues to become a buzzword for the automobile indus-
try. 

Ecovative Design 
We remember Ecovative founders Eben Bayer 

and Gavin McIntyre when their EcoCradle design 
was simply an ambitious idea from insanely gifted 
students at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. But 

the two entrepre-
neurs are making 
their design idea 
an actual product. 

An alternative to 
hard - t o - rec yc le 
polystyrene foam 
packaging, Eco-
Cradle is made 
from agricultural 
byproducts such as 
seed husks, which 
would normally be 
landfilled. Once 
the seed husks are 

 

 

 

Fuseproject founder Yves 
Behar presents his idea of a 
super-simple, "hackable" car 
that can be utilized in devel-

oping countries.  
Photo: Inhabitat 
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a disease that weakens the body’s ability to fight infecti on and certain 
cancers. Having unprotected sex is the main way HIV is s pread; 80 
percent of new HIV infections in American women and girls result 
from sex with an infected male partner. HIV is also spread  through 
injection drug use or from mother to baby during pregnancy , child-
birth or breastfeeding.  

Women and girls of color, particularly African America n women and 
girls, continue to bear a disproportionate burden of HIV/AIDS . HIV/
AIDS is now the leading cause of death for African American  women 
aged 25 to 34. In Tennessee, there were 1,071 new cases of HI V diag-
nosed in 2008. Of that number, 285 cases were in women, a nd 75 per-
cent of the cases in women were among African Americans. 

A person may feel perfectly healthy for several years after bec oming 
infected with HIV, and may be at risk for passing the v irus on to oth-
ers. The only way to know for certain if an individual is infected with 
HIV is to be tested. While there is still no cure for HIV , people with 
HIV and AIDS are living longer and stronger lives thanks  to a num-
ber of new treatments. 

The Tennessee Department of Health offers confidential HIV test ing 
at all county health department clinics. TDOH clinics a lso offer coun-
seling with a trained health care provider on ways to redu ce the risk 
of acquiring HIV. Find a list of county health departmen t clinics 
online at http://health.state.tn.us/localdepartments.htm.  Other sties 
that offer HIV tests can be found online at www.HIVtest. org.  Mobile 
phone users can send a text message with their ZIP code to 

“KNOWIT” (566948), and 
within seconds will receive 
a text message identifying a 
testing site near them. 

National Women and 
Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day is a nationwide initia-
tive coordinated by the Of-
fice of Women’s Health to 
raise awareness of the in-
creasing impact of HIV/
AIDS on women and girls. 
To learn more, visit http://
www.womenshealth.gov/
NWGHAAD/.  

Today about one in four Americans living 
with HIV is a woman, and a new woman in the 
United States is diagnosed with HIV every 35 
minutes. These sobering facts are the founda-
tion of National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day. The Tennessee Department of 
Health is participating in this annual health 
observance March 10 by reminding women and 
girls about preventing HIV and the importance 
of getting tested. 

“It is vitally important that all women and 
girls in Tennessee who are sexually active get 
tested for HIV,” said Veronica Gunn, MD, 
MPH, FAAP, chief medical officer for the De-
partment of Health. “By knowing their status, 
women can take steps to protect themselves 
from HIV, to receive treatment, or prevent 
passing it on to others, including their chil-
dren.” 

All women need to know about the human 
immunodeficiency virus, or HIV. HIV can cause 
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome, or AIDS, 

Women, Girls Reminded of Increasing Impact of HIV/A IDS  

 

When Traylor visits family in Texas, she gets frustrat ed 
when she goes to throw away her soda can, looks around, 
and can only find trash bins. “Wait, this wasn’t the picture 
I was expecting,” she says. 

More than 800 schools have signed up since the contest’s 
launch in early February. Running through Earth Day on 
April 22, DoSomething.org expects to have at least 1,000 
schools participate. 

In addition to a $5,000 prize, winners will also receive an 
HP Artist Edition notebook donated by Hewlett-Packard 
Co., co-sponsor of the contest. 

Judges will evaluate the entries based on creativity, in-
novation, reduction in waste, energy saved and number of 
students involved. The panel of judges will include Nick 
Cannon, host of America’s Got Talent and 92.3 NOW FM 
in New York and chairman of TeenNick. 

If the environmental initiatives of students at New Vista 
High School are any indication of American teens’ mind-
set, this up-and-coming generation will be one of action. 

Rather than wait for the Boulder municipality to expand  
its compost collection to schools, students at New Vista 
developed and implemented their own composting system. 
Currently, the Community Adventure Program (CAP), an 

By Marisa McNatt  
 
“The environment is all over the headlines and at the top 

of everyone’s mind. It’s important for teens to know that 
their actions locally make a huge difference on this global 
issue,” says Nick Cannon. Photo: Dosomething.org 

Teens across the country are finding innovative ways to 
conserve energy and reduce waste in their schools with the  
new “Increase Your Green” challenge launched by 
DoSomething.org, a nonprofit organization that provides 
resources and opportunities for teens to get involved with 
their communities and learn more about current issues. 

“Through watching our Web traffic and speaking to teens 
every day, it’s been very, very clear that the environment 
has been one of the top three causes they care most about 
for basically the past 10 years,” says Melanie Stevenson, 
representative for DoSomething.org. 

“I’d say pretty much since I started elementary school, I 
really started to get the whole ‘green thing going on.’” says  
Meagan Traylor, a freshman at New Vista High School in  
Boulder, Colo. 

“My school was really, really nit-picky about where you 
put your leftovers from food. They’d make sure there was 
nothing in the trash can that couldn’t be composted or r e-
cycled.” 

Teens Say ‘Environment’ is a Top Concern 



~ OBITUARIES  ~ 

  SECTION B ~ PAGE 11 Monday, March 15, 2010 B.A.D .  IDEA NEWS™  
THE BEST LOCAL NEWS AND V IEWS 

 contd. on p. 23 

Monday, March 15, 2010   SECTION A ~ PAGE 11 
B.A.D .  IDEA NEWS™  

THE BEST LOCAL NEWS AND V IEWS 

MYRTLE ALICE ARNOLD 
Myrtle Alice Arnold, age 82 of 

Mountain City, Tennessee, passed 
away on Tuesday, March 9, 2010 at 
the Bristol Regional Medical Center.  
She was born in Jenkins, Kentucky 
on February 1, 1928 to the late Bruce 
and May Elwick Arnold.  In addition 
to her parents, Myrtle was preceded 
in death by a brother, Carl Arnold, 
who passed away in his childhood. 

Myrtle was a 1950 graduate of 
Johnson County High School, an active member of the 
Johnson County Senior Citizens Center and the centers 
Gold Years Express and of the Maple Chapter #79 Order of 
the Eastern Star.  She was an active member of Liberty 
Christian Church and had attended Valley View United 
Methodist Church and visited First Baptist Church. 

Myrtle is survived by several cousins and many, many 
special friends. 

The funeral service was held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday , 
March 13, 2010 at Mountain City Funeral Home with 
Chris Morefield and Jim Hutchinson, ministers, officiat-
ing. 

Music was under the direction of Liberty Christian 
Church Choir and Pastor Ricky Campbell. 

Graveside and Interment followed from the Phillippi 
Cemetery. 

Active Pallbearers were Bill Gentry, David Wilson, Sam 
Wilson, Roger Fenner, Ronnie Hartsoe and Carl Williams. 

Honorary Pallbearer was Mike Essex, Maurice Widener, 
Roy Maines, Albert Spalding and Roger Hensley. 

Memorials may be made to the Johnson County Senior 
Citizens Center, 128 College Street, Mountain City, TN 
37683 

Condolences may be sent to the family online at 
www.mountaincityfuneralhome.com.  

The family of Myrtle Alice Arnold has entrusted her ser-
vices to Mountain City Funeral Home, 224 S. Church St. , 
Mountain City, TN  37683. 

 
DOLLIE BERNIECE SOUTH 

Dollie Berniece South, age 73, of 
Trade, Tennessee, passed away on 
Tuesday morning, March 9, 2010 at 
her residence.  She was born in John-
son County, Tennessee on July 4, 
1936 to the late Charles and Lettie 
Canter Miller.  In addition to her 

parents, Dollie 
was preceded in 
death by an 
infant son, Ge-
rald Blaine South; one sister, Char-
lotte Dunn and two brothers:  
Charles ‘Jr.’ Miller and Ronnie Lee 
Miller.  She was a member of God’s 
Country Church.   

She is survived by her husband of 
55 years, Burl South; two daughters:  
Donna Poole and husband Don of 
West Grove, Pennsylvania and Carla 
South Connell of Newark, Delaware; 
four surviving sisters:  Judy Cornett, 
Marie Rominger, Mary Roark, all of 
Mountain City, Tennessee and Eve-
lyn Dowell of Independence, Virginia; 
two brothers:  Stacy Miller and Lane 
Miller, both of Trade, Tennessee; 
grandchildren:  Jonathan Connell, 

TIMOTHY RAY GRAYBEAL 
Timothy Ray Graybeal, age 35, 

of Butler, Tennessee, passed away 
unexpectedly on Thursday, March 
11, 2010.  He was born in Wash-
ington County, Tennessee on No-
vember 30, 1974 to Bobby Ray 
and Verda Mae Elliott Graybeal of 
Butler, Tennessee.  He was pre-
ceded in death by his maternal 
grandmother, Lona Elliott Cun-
ningham and his paternal grand-
parents, Esther Marie Graybeal 
Jones, Samuel and Matilda Oliver Graybeal.  Timothy en-
joyed cars, fishing, hunting and spending time with his  
children.  He was a member of Rock Springs Baptist 
Church. 

In addition to his parents, Bobby and Verda Graybeal, 
Tim is survived by his daughter and son:  Shonae Rae 
Graybeal and Hunter Ray Graybeal; mother of his chil-
dren, Angella Graybeal, all of Butler, Tennessee; one 
brother, Tommy Franklin Tolley-Graybeal; several cous-
ins, aunts and uncles also survive.   

The family will receive friends from 1-3:00 p.m. Sunday , 
March 14, 2010 at Rock Springs Baptist Church with t he 
funeral service to follow at 3:00 p.m with Rev. Carl Swif t 
and Rev. Roy Wilson to officiate. 

Graveside Service and Burial will follow in the Rock 
Springs Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Active Pallbearers will be:  Robby Rominger, Gary Phil-
lips, Jeff Pass, David Markland, Eddie Williams, Jesse  
South and Jason Greene. 

Honorary Pallbearers 
are:  Barry Pleasant, 
Brandon Williams, Burl 
Lewis, Darroll Phillips, 
Marty Elliott and Leslie 
Head. 

Condolences may be 
sent to the family online 
at: 

 

 

 

www.mountaincityfunera
lhome.com or mountain-
cityfh@embarqmail.com.  

The family of Timothy 
Ray Graybeal has en-
trusted his services to 
Mountain City Funeral 
Home, 224 S. Church St., 
Mountain City, TN  37683. 

 

 



~ Things To Do ~ 

New website:  Come and join the MCJC Store, one of Moun-
tain City's newest websites, dedicated to the Sportsmen of  John-
son County, http://mcjcstore.com/   

For Rent: Smaller 3 bedroom/ two bath  fully and nicely fur-
nished house with basement garage  for rent ONLY to couple s 
building a home in the area. New appliances. Pet OK.  (with de-
posit). Located off Hwy. 91 between Mountain City and Da mas-
cus, VA. $600 plus utilities. Lease and deposit requi red. 423-727-
0139 

For Sale:  1994 14 x 70 Clayton Mobile Home for sale, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath.  Almost new electric stove and fridge, w/d  
and d/w included.  Very good condition.  Must be moved.  
$8,000.00.  Call 727-9466. 

For Rent: Commercial space, approximately 800 sq. ft. at 518 
S. Church Street. For information, call 336.977.0670. 

Property for sale : Hubert Taylor Road off 167/Forge Creek 
Road. 1/2 acre with creek and road frontage; two source s of 
spring water, electricity, driveway and septic tank al ready in 
place. Hi speed internet available. One older outbuilding , several 
garden spots and a 14 by 64 trailer with three bedrooms, two 
baths. Trailer needs work to make livable. $19,500. Als o three 
acres across road. Mostly wooded and steep with old loggi ng road 
up to flat, possible building spot. Nice views. $15,50 0. Both for 
$33,500. Property is 30 minutes to Boone, NC and Abingd on, VA 
One hour to ETSU college. Appalachian Trail and many m ore 
natural wonders. Go to http://www.johnsoncountytn.org/ 
download the directory for more info on area. Call 802-839 -9581 
for more info or email bbartmetal@gmail.com  

For sale : 2002 BMW R1150RS.  36K miles.  New tires with 
radar detector and GPS mounted.  Runs like new.  Best  offer over 
$7000.   727-6497 

Volunteers needed:  The Humane Society Pet Adoption Center 
is operated solely with volunteers, and we are in need of a ddi-
tional people who would like to dedicate a little time to the care 
for our dogs and cats awaiting adoption. Please call Janet  Grif-
fith, 727-5037 or 768-0896, for further information. 

~ Classifieds ~ 

Please read: Notice of deadlines for classifieds and community a nnounce-
ments:  New entries, or changes to existing entries , must be turned in by 5 
p.m. on Fridays. All entries must be in electronic format (in the body of an 
email or as an attachment).  Entries will run one m onth at a time but you 
may renew your ad by resubmitting. Business ads will be published for a 
charge . Thank you. 

Sobriety Checkpoint: The Johnson County Sheriff’s 
Department in partnership with the A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalit ion 
will be conducting a sobriety checkpoint within the city 
limits during the week of March 15, 2010. 

Books Needed:  Have you run out of reading material 
during the long wintery days? During the month of Marc h 
please drop off your used books, DVD's and VHS (no text-
books or encyclopedias) at the Johnson County Li-
brary.  Watch for further details on the Friends of th e Li-
brary's Spring Book Sale to freshen-up your reading selec -
tions. 

FREE!! Johnson County Farmers Market Special 
Events: Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs), will be held 
on March 16th 4:00 pm-6:00 pm. At the Johnson County 
Community Center. Presenter Annette Wszelaki is the UT 
Vegetable Extension Specialist and will be educating us o n 
how to implement Good Agricultural Practices from the 
farm to the table. These are everyday practices to a ssure 
food safety and a healthy farm.  Learn about pending foo d 
safety legislation, Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) to 
reduce microbial hazards and risks in the production and  
packing of fresh fruits and vegetables, and creating a f ood 
safety plan for your farm or garden. Educational materia ls 
will be available.  For more information, contact:  Annette 
Wszelaki at annettew@utk.edu  or (865)974-8332 or 
Tamara McNaughton at johnsoncountyfm@gmail.com  or 
(423)895-9980 

Trade Community Park : Every Saturday night begin-
ning at 7 p.m. we will have music and dancing. Clogg ing, 2 
step, line dancing, slow dancing, something for everyone.  
Admission is only $5.00 per person and concessions will be 
available. Come on out and join us for some foot stompin’ 
fun and bring all your friends too. All proceeds go to h elp 
ongoing renovations in our park/community center. 

Trade Dance Schedule:   MARCH 20, 2010, South 
Mountain Boys; March 27, 2010, Music Memories.   Help 
Support The Local Community Center & Enjoy Great Mu-
sic, Dancing, Food, Fun For The Entire Family!  $6.00 
Adult Admission.  Invite your friends for a boot scootin’ 
good time! 

Children's Storytime : Storytime will meet on the sec-
ond Friday of each month at 10:30 in the Johnson County 
Library. We hope to see pre-schoolers, home schoolers, and 
everyone interested in a good story. 

Free Medical Service : Crossroads Medical Mission, the 
free medical service, sponsored by the United Methodist 
Church, normally comes to Mountain City’s St. Anthony’ s 
Church, where a food pantry is also located, on the first 
Thursday of each month. Next scheduled visit is April 1 . 
Patients are seen beginning at 9:00. Crossroads is a mobil e 
medical clinic and Christian mission providing free heal th-
care to the uninsured and underserved of the Mountain 
Empire. The Doctor’s Office on Wheels provides medical 
care and can often help with testing, labwork, minor sur-
geries, and in some instances medications. For more infor-
mation, call Crossroads Office at 276-466-1600. Sche dules 
and directions can found on the internet at: 

 www.crossroadsmedicalmission.org.  If schools in the 
area are closed for weather, the clinic will be canceled.   

Cans to Cash Program: The A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalition/
Johnson County Volunteer Center is partnering with 
Mountain City Builders Supply to recycle aluminum cans 
to fund youth pro-
gramming in the 
county.  You can drop 
your aluminum cans 
off at Mountain City 
Builders Supply be-
tween the hours of 8 
a.m. and 4 p.m.  The 
cans must be in bags 
when they are 
dropped off.  For fur-
ther information on 
the collection of alu-
minum cans, you may 
contact Denise Woods 
at 727-0780 or Rob 
Lewis at 727-8281. 

contd. on p. 22 
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Heritage Hall News : Heritage Hall 
Theatre features great entertainment 
at reasonable prices. 

Start making plans today, Johnson 
County, for the return of the Laurel 
Bloopers, sponsored by Modern Wood-
men, with their annual GEE HAW 
spoof on the hit TV show of the 80’s at 
Heritage Hall, March 27 at 6pm, only 
$6 Adv& $8 at the door. Tickets go fast, 
so call today to reserve your seats for 
this sell-out show that supports local 
causes with their earnings.  

AND, please remember to support the local young people  in the 
Johnson County Community Foundation’s Annual Talent Show 
on April 9 at 7 pm. Tickets are now on sale at HH Box O ffice for 
only $6 advance & $8 at the door.  

Supporting Heritage Hall helps to build community. It’s also 
affordable and convenient, since you DON’T HAVE TO LEA VE 
TOWN. For additional information regarding Heritage Hall 
events, call 423-727-7444, leave a message with your na me and 
number, and a staff member will return your call with in 48 
hours. OR, visit the Box Office, 126 College St., on Tues- Fri., be-
tween 12:00 & 2:00,  or check  the website  
www.heritagehalltheatre.org.    

Calling all Johnson County songwriters : If you’re inter-
ested in auditioning for the July 17 Independent Songwriters  
Tour, you need to submit 2 original songs, along with your name, 
phone number, email address & include these words- July  17, 
Mtn.City, “Indie Songwriters Tour”  by email to 
howler@howler.biz as soon as possible. If your music is selec ted 
to be part of the show, you will be contacted to perform th at eve-
ning and to be part of a compilation CD.  
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Johnson County Sheriff’s Department Report Kelly James Bolin , Prelim, RO Smith, 1:30, state to 
notify, 75484/ Criminal Conspiring to Facilitate an 
Escape/ Jerry Gentry, NECC, 75485/ Intro Contra-
band into Penal Facility  
William A Brown , 75309/ DV as Assault/ Dep Rob-
erts  
Micah Cretsinger , 75708/ Disorderly Conduct/ 
Frank Main  
Zachary Scott Dean , 71594/ Agg Assault as DV/ See 
Order, TB dismissed if CC PIF, DEF NNA  
Kevin Douglas Dickens , 75804/ Worthless Check/ 
Inv Guinn  
Brandy Michelle Dugger , 75232/ No Ins/ Dep Mur-
phy, 75232-B/ Failure to Travel in Lane, 75233/ Fail-
ure to Report Accident w/ Property Damage, 75234/ 
Poss Sch VI  
Lena Helen Dugger , Hearing, RO Smith, state to 
notify, 75558/ Simple Assault/ Christy Pardue  
Renee L Duvall , RO Smith, 75224/ DORL/ to have 
DL, 75224-C/ No Ins/ to have ins  
Sylvia Alice Fritts , 75406/ Reg Viol/ to have reg, 
75406-B/ No Ins/ to have ins, 75406-C/ DORL/ to have  
DL  
Ragan Joseph Garland , 75469/ Assault as DV/ Dep 
Roberts  
Christopher Lyn Guy , see if Lawson can take, Law-
son, 75882/ Poss Sch II/ Inv Guinn, 75883/ Poss of 
Drug Para  
Jacob S Hall , 74889/ Traffic Control Device/ Dep 
Harless, 74889-B/ Reg Viol, 74889-C/ DORL  
Frederick Larry Henley , Street, 70273/ Agg Assault 
as DV/ See Order, TB dismissed, DEF NNA, CC to 
state  
Matthew James Johnson , 75283/ DL Viol/ Dep 
Cress, 75283-B/ No Ins  
Bradley Dwayne Lipford , 75649/ Assault as DV/ 
Dep Brown  
Gregory Lynn Long , RO Smith, 75269/ DORL 2nd, 
75268/ No Ins, 7526/-B/ Misuse of Reg, 75268-C/ Im-
proper Reg  
Patricia Dawn Mains , 75655/ Reg Viol/ Inv Guinn  
Amanda Lue Marlow May , for hearing, RO Smith, 
state to notify, 75527/ Viol OP/ Brandy Dowell  
Don William Matheson , 75526/ DV as Assault/ Dep 
Roberts  
Lisa Marsandda May , 75562/ DOSL/ Dep Murphy  
William T McKinnis Jr , 73895/ Viol Bond Cond/ See 
Order, CC to be PIF on # 73895, DEF NNA if CC PIF 
& DV couns, 73781/ Vandalism as DV/ TB dismissed 
per order in above case, CC to state, 73780/ Assault as 
DV/ TB dismissed per order in above case, CC to state  
Terry G Miller , trial, Smith, 1:30, state to notify all, 
73870/ Vandalism/ Tonya Townsend  
Tequila A. Osborne , *show cause, 75351/ Worthless 
Check/ Kelly Simcox, 75350/ Worthless Check x 2/ 
Medina & Co  
Christopher Wayne Reece , to have Attny, 75755/ 
Viol OP/ Dep Roberts  
Ricky Alfred Stout , 75472/ DUI 1st/ Inv Guinn, 
75473/ Agg Assault, 75475/ Poss Sch III, 75474/ Poss  
Prohibited Weapon, 75476/ Unlawful Carrying of 
weapon, 75477/ Poss Handgun While Intox, 75478/ 
Reg Viol, 75479/ No Ins, 75480/ Resisting arrest, 
75481/ VICL  
William N Snow , Trial, D. Smith, state to notify, 
74511/ Assault/ Steve Meredith  
Thomas Dean Stout , Fallin, 73467/ DOSL/ to have 
DL  
Tara Nichole Thomas , RO Smith, 74162/ Reckless 
Driving/ pymt comp, 74163/ leaving the Scene/ pymt 

Docket 

Monday, March 15, 2010   SECTION A ~ PAGE 13 
B.A.D .  IDEA NEWS™  

THE BEST LOCAL NEWS AND V IEWS 

From 03-02-10 to 03-10-10 
 
Stella M Bolden , Crackers Neck Rd, Driving Under The Influence, 
Violation Of Implied Consent Law 
Heather M Mullins , Hwy 67 W, Bond Revocation 
Jack J Cobbler , Boone, NC, Fugitive From Justice 
Robert D Hearne , Fox Hollow Rd, Capias 
James R Powell , Mtn Site Dr, Violation Of Probation 
Jackie L Proffitt , Dotson Ln, Public Intoxication 
Clarence A Story , Garrison Hollow Rd, Violation Of Probation 
Raymond E Turner , Hwy 321, Driving Under The Influence, Viola-
tion Of Implied Consent Law, Possession Of Sch IV, Possess ion Of 
Legend Drugs 
Jill M Gilbert , Scott St, Theft Of Property, Mfg/Del/Sell Controlled 
Substance, Simple Possession 
James E Greer , Pedro Shoun Ln, Theft Of Property 
Charles N Hawkins , S Church St, Sex Offender Reporting Require-
ments, Violation Of Probation 
Samantha Kitzmiller , Fox Hollow Rd, Capias 
Justin R Matherly , Buttermilk Rd, Theft Of Property, Violation Of 
Probation 
Thomas D Stout , Shouns St, Theft Of Property, Capias 
Andrew A Adams , Shingle Town Rd, Contempt Of Court 
Kevin F Ashley , Illinois St, Capias 
Tammy L Ashley , Illinois St, Capias, Resisting Stop/Frisk/ Halt/ 
Arrest/ Search, Simple Possession 
Kimberly L Craven , Abingdon, VA, Disorderly Conduct, Resisting 
Stop/ Frisk/Halt/Arrest/Search, Assault, Public Int oxication 
Danielle L Gilbert , Scott St, False Reports 
Paul J Glasgow , Hwy 167, Public Intoxication 
Robert G Knight , W Main St, Driving Under The Influence, Viola-
tion Of Implied Consent Law 
Adam L Potter , Cowan Town Rd, Initiate Process To Manufacture 
Meth, Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia, Aggravated Child  
Abuse/Neglect X 2, Possession Of Sch II 
Richard W Russell , Villas, NC, Driving Under The Influence, Driv-
ing On Revoked Drivers License 
Colleen E Stevens , Hwy 421 S, Intiate Process To Manufacture 
Meth, Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia, Aggravated Child  
Abuse/Neglect X 2, Possession Of Sch II, Unlawful Carry ing Or Pos-
session Of  Weapon 
Michael D Mannis , H Proffitt Ln, Underage Driving While Im-
paired, Simple Possession, Open Container Law 
Joseph M Simcox , Reece Hill Rd, Driving Under The Influence, 
Violation Of Implied Consent Law 
Joriah M Wade , Dry Stone Branch, Worthless Check 
Patricia G Barnes , Jonesborough, Violation Of Probation 
Robert K Birchfield , Bluff City, Violation Of Probation 
Richard T Forrester , Elizabethton, Contributing To Delinquency 
Of A Minor 
Crystal R Morefield , Huggins Rd, Possession Of Stolen Property 
Coty J Pennington , Ivy St, Violation Of Probation, Leaving The 
Scene Of An Accident, Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia,  Joy Riding 
Tony J Snyder , S Shady St, Driving On Revoked Drivers License 
Kevin D Dickens , Millcreek Rd, Theft Of Property 
Jessie C Greer , S Shady St, Theft Of Property, Aggravated Burglary 
Kaylon J Sutherland , Chestnut Dr, Capias 
Micah H Cretsinger , Crestview Dr, Stalking 
Danny K Eastridge , Dry Branch Rd, Domestic Violence, Vandalism 
Edith M Gibson , Bristol, VA, Violation Of Probation 
Kevin B Potter , Hwy 67 W, Violation Of Probation, Capias 
Terri L Viers , Willens Gap Rd, Driving Under The Influence, Driv-
ing On Revoked Drivers License, Open Container Law   

"Whenever a man does a thoroughly stupid thing, 
it is always from the noblest motives." ( The Pic-

ture of Dorian Gray )  
~ Oscar [Fingal O'Flahertie Wills] Wilde, 1854-
1900, Irish playwright & poet ("The Importance 

of Being Earnest") 

What follows is the General Sessions court docket for Wednesday, 
June 10, 2010. No dispositions are listed. People wi th names similar 
or identical to those listed may not be those identifie d in this report. 
The information contained in this report is a matter of public record. 
B.A.D. Idea News chooses to print this information for  the benefit of 
its readers. If you wish to know the outcome of a part icular case, call 
the clerk’s office with the case number and request  the disposition.  
Tina L Allen , 74330/ Light Law/ Pymt Comp  
Justin Mack Arnold , 75740/ Light Law/ Inv Guinn  
Katie F Augustine , for trial, RO Smith, 1:30, state to notify, 75357/ 
Telephone Harassment/ Melissa J Burgess  
Christopher Craig Beesley , RO Smith, 75606/ Burglary/ Inv Guinn  



Monday, March 15, 2010   SECTION A ~ PAGE 14 
B.A.D .  IDEA NEWS™  

THE BEST LOCAL NEWS AND V IEWS 

By Sheri Fink , Special to ProPublica - March 11, 
2010 12:44 pm EST  

 
Frank Minyard, the Orleans Parish coroner, has 

concluded that he cannot determine what caused 
the death of Jannie Burgess, a 79-year-old patient 
who perished at Memorial Medical Center after a 
doctor ordered that she be given multiple doses of 
morphine in a short period. The hospital was cut off 
for several days by the floodwaters of Hurricane 
Katrina and a number of patients were found dead 
with elevated levels of morphine and other drugs. 

"We cannot tell what she died of except that she 
was extremely ill," Minyard said in a phone inter-
view several hours before a scheduled press confer-
ence. "She had a lot of physiologic reasons to die." 
Minyard said his official finding was that the cause of  Burgess' 
death was "unclassified." His ruling makes it highly  unlikely that 
any charges will be brought in the case. 

The details of Burgess' death were first disclosed in a ProPub-
lica report published in The New York Times Magazine last  Au-
gust [2]. Her medical records showed that she was repeatedl y 
dosed with morphine after the hospital had lost power, tem pera-
tures soared, and rescue helicopters failed to arrive in su fficient 
numbers. 

The physician who ordered the medication, Dr. Ewing Cook, 
said that he intentionally "hastened her demise" because Bur gess, 
who had advanced, metastatic uterine cancer, was close t o death, 
was being cared for by nurses whose help was needed elsewh ere, 
and would have suffered greatly if her pain medication wor e off 
during any attempt to evacuate her. 

"Dr. Cook thinks that he knocked her off," Minyard said,  "but 
we can't prove that. He might have, he might not have. Becau se 
it's not 100 percent proved, we have to call it unclassifi ed." He 
said some of the experts he consulted pointed to the fact that Bur-

gess' death was recorded as having 
occurred more than three hours af-
ter the last of the morphine injec-
tions. 
Cook declined to comment for this 
article. Minyard said that he had 
not spoken with Cook during his 
investigation. He said that during 
his investigation he consulted with 
four pathologists who work in his 
office, three local experts and Dr. 
Michael Baden, a renowned forensic 
pathologist from New York. 
Baden has said he has a different 
view of the case. In an interview 
several months ago, after he re-

viewed Burgess' records, Baden said that Burgess' 
death was "no question a homicide." Homicide is 
defined by coroners as a death caused by the action 
of another person. Such findings do not address the 
issue of intent which is critical to deciding whether 
a crime has been committed. 

Burgess' daughter, Linette Burgess Guidi, said 
she had not seen the experts' determinations. She 
said she hoped that some sort of review board could 
review Cook's actions. "I understand he was under 
a lot of pressure," she said. "I'm not out for venge-
ance. I just want to know the truth, I want to know 
what happened." She added, "There's too many 
questions." 

The district attorney in Orleans Parish, Leon 
Cannizzaro, will ultimately decide whether there 
will be further criminal investigation or prosecution 

Speaker of the House Kent Williams 
(Carter County Republican – Elizabeth-
ton) has appointed Olen G. Haynes, Sr. of 
Washington County as a member of the 
Tennessee Judicial Nominating Commis-
sion. 

“Olen brings a wealth of experience 
that will make him an asset to the Judi-
cial Nominating Commission”, said 
Speaker Kent Williams. “He is well re-
spected in our area and I am confident he 
will serve our state well”. 

Mr. Haynes has been a leader in the 
community for over 60 years.  He at-
tended East Tennessee State University 

and the University of 
Tennessee College of 
Law.  He is currently a 
partner in the law firm 
of Arnold, Haynes & 
Sanders and has prac-

ticed law for over 40 years.  His areas of 
practice include personal injury, eminent 
domain, medical malpractice, product 
liability, aviation law, domestic relations 
and criminal law.  Haynes’ dedication to 
the community and knowledge of the ju-
dicial system will serve him well during 
his time on the Judicial Nominating 
Commission. 

The purpose of the Judicial Nominating 
Commission is to assist Governor Brede-
sen in finding and appointing the best 
qualified persons for service on the appel-
late courts of the state, nominating for 
the trial courts, and to assist the elector-
ate of the state in electing the best quali-
fied persons to the courts.  The Judicial 
Nominating Commission is also responsi-
ble for making the courts less political 
and keeping political pressures away 
from the judicial system. 

 

New Orleans Coroner Rules Post-Katrina 
Death ‘Unclassified’ 
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Speaker Kent Williams Appoints Olen G. Haynes, Sr. 
to the Tennessee Judicial Nominating Commission  

 



"Never iron a four-leaf clover, because you don't want to pre ss your luck."  
~ Author unknown 
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though he is the one who will issue the purchase order to 
obtain it. 

The purchasing agent may or may not have any personal 
preference one way or the other about all that  but those 
three facts should be of major interest to taxpayers be-
cause it puts him at the center of a system designed to 
keep expenditures of county money as free of personal bias 
and misuse as possible. We'll look a little closer at w hat 
happens in the office to accomplish this. 

Purchasing methods: 
First, there are two ways of structuring a purchase; it  

may be bid (in the case of specialized or high-dollar item s) 
or it may be bought through a simple purchase order from 
a list of vendors. 

One of the prime duties of the purchasing agent is to cre-
ate and accurately maintain a list of approved vendors. An  
approved vendor is one who has been thoroughly checked 
out to ensure that they are reputable and can deliver goods 
both on time and at an acceptable price. They may have 
gained that status by having performed well in the past or 
they may be new sources who have just been added to the 
list. In either case, there are literally hundreds of them  
regularly used here in Johnson County and checking their 
abilities and reputations (in the case of new sources), ri d-
ing herd on their performance as purchases are made or 
just keeping an eye on special offers and discounts which  
may help one of the county departments save a few bucks 
is a demanding job in itself. 

So much for vendors who provide the 'everyday stuff' but, 
you'll recall, there are two methods of purchase and the 
other is the bid. 

Bidding is required by the state in all cases where the 
expenditure will be greater than $10,000 in the case of the  
Highway Department, or $5,000 for all other departments.  
The county, if it wishes, can establish more stringent b id 
level requirements but not less. 

In a bid situation, the purchasing agent has no involve-
ment in the development of specifications. That's impor-
tant because bids can (and have, many times) been tipped  
in favor of one supplier or another through the arrange-
ment (or 'rigging' if you prefer) of the bid specifications . 
This happens at all levels of purchasing in both govern-
ment and in private business. On a national level, as t his 
is being written, Northrop Corporation, according to CB S, 
is withdrawing participation in a multi-billion dolla r bid 
for air refueling tankers because it claims the specifi ca-
tions as laid out strongly favor its competitor, Boeing . 
CNN, meanwhile, reports that Boeing is extremely upset 
that the specifications do not specify a US vendor and, in  
its view, that threatens national security (and, of course,  
Boeing). 

These issues come up all the time and they may well be 
as common on the town 
or county level as they 
are in the nightly head-
lines. Specifications are 
the gateway to contrac-
tual evil just as surely 
as they are the guardi-
ans of contractual per-
formance and it is for 
the first of these obser-
vations that the pur-
chasing agent refrains 
from the specification 
process. None of this 
means that the pur-
chasing agent's exper-
tise is ignored. He has a 
wealth of information 
from past bids and 

knows of situations in other counties similar to the current  
needs here and can pass that knowledge on to whoever is 
preparing the bid. However, his involvement stops with 
providing technical support. The bid itself is strictly  the 
work of the department wishing to obtain the item.  

The procedure, vendors: 
Going back to the common vendor-supplied items, if an 

item is needed, the appropriate department personnel, not 
the purchasing agent, will initiate the request for pur-
chase. Typically, for common repeat items, someone will 
contact Hammons, tell him what's needed and he will is-
sue them a P/O (purchase order) number with which they 
can then order the item after – and only after – he has 
checked the budget sheets kept up to date in his office and 
ascertained that the requesting department has the appr o-
priate level of funds in the account used for that partic ular 
type of item. 

Each department keeps track of its own inventory, 
makes its own request and receives a P/O from the pur-
chasing agent which it then uses to order from the vendor.  
As Hammons explains, “I couldn't take the time to go to 
each department, check all their supplies, decide what 
they need and order it for them – I don't have that much 
time. Besides, the people in that department already know 
what they need.” In this way, duplication is avoided and 
the purchasing proceeds more quickly and inexpensively. 
But, the department must still go through the purchasing 
agent who will check their budget status before issuing the  
P/O number that they must have to make the purchase. 
Economy and accountability are both realized that way. 

P/Os are issued in sets with copies going to the request-
ing department, Hammons' office and to accounting. This 
makes the ongoing purchase easy to track and insures that 
everyone stays in step throughout the purchase. When the 
invoice comes in, it, along with proof that the materia l was 
delivered and received in satisfactory condition, is simpl y 
collected, along with any other related documents, and 
forwarded to accounting for payment. 

That sounds pretty boring but it discourages both mis-
takes and misuse. Boring or not, it’s a good idea. The coor-
dinated actions of the requesting department, the purcha s-
ing agent and the accounting department, all working in 
agreement, are needed to obtain even the simplest of 
items. In at least three points during the process, the ba sic 
county budget has to show sufficient funds in the appropr i-
ate account to cover the expense. There's not much oppor-
tunity there for carelessness or error. 

The procedure, bids: 
After the purchasing agent has released the bid packets, 

with a time requirement for their return, the completed 
bids are received back from the prospective suppliers. Thi s 
is where another level of protection kicks in. Rather th an 
have the purchasing agent act on the bids alone, they are 
opened by the purchasing agent and county purchasing 
committee together. 

It's the purchasing committee, not the agent, who review  
the bids in detail and decides on which should be recom-
mended for purchase. That committee currently is made 
up of Commissioners Bill Adams, Glenn S. Arney, Clifton 
C. Dunn, Roby Dunn and Dean L. Stout, together with the 
county mayor, Dick Grayson. The five members of the com-
mittee currently are county commissioners although that's 
not a requirement made by the state. The purchasing 
agent is also a part of the group for the purposes of provid -
ing information regarding the bids but is not a decision 
maker in the process. 

Hammons was careful to point out that “... it isn't alw ays 
the lowest bid that's chosen; it's the best bid.” Becau se of 
past supplier performance, warranty issues, faith in the 
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supplier's future stability or other reasons, if the com mit-
tee is convinced a supplier has put together a package con-
taining the best value for the county, they may accept it  
even though it carries a higher price tag. 

Even after having been chosen here the bid is still not 
awarded. At most county commission meetings, you'll see 
Hammons formally presenting the current bid recommen-
dations that have been made by the committee and it's 
only after they've been voted on by the full commission 
that the bid is a winner. 

In the end: 
Materials flow in to keep the county running while the 

county's money flows out to a variety of vendors and bid-
ders every day of the year - but only after having gone 
through the scrutiny of several different groups and all th e 
checks and balances inherent in the system. Can those 
safety points be defeated? Can unscrupulous individuals 

misuse the public's money? Sure, they can and, if you 
watch the evening news, you know they have in many 
places and at all levels of government. But here in the 
county there is a rigorous system in place watched over b y 
a set of people with years of experience and proven per-
formance that should provide a high level of comfort to the 
taxpayers. 

If you want to see it work, go to a county commission 
meeting where you'll see the very last step of the bid proc-
ess take place while now knowing some of the detailed as-
surances that have been built in to the system.  

“Nuts and Bolts” is a recurring series in Bad Idea N ews 
covering the governmental and service departments oper at-
ing in Johnson County and Mountain City. In time, we 
hope to cover all of them and provide our readers with a 
complete factual tour of every office and service in the  area 
so they can better understand the activities and deci sions of 
their public servants. 

http://badideanews.com/  

Nuts and Bolts                                             from p. 15 

use and reason for cameras, and it will be up to local gov -
ernments whether to use cameras or not.”  At present, the 
proposed fine is $50 for running a Red Light Camera, an d 
it is classed as a non-moving violation.  There are cur-
rently about two dozen separate bills proposed on the issue 
of Red Light Cameras. 

The state comptroller, Justin Wilson, reminded city offi-
cials of the importance of complete accounting of all fun ds 
used under the Recovery Act, as every dollar must be used 
as designated.  There are twelve directives of accounting 
that every city finance officer must use when Stimulus 
Recovery Act money is used, and those officers should be 
certain that all twelve directives are met, and avoid any  
problems with accountability.  Wilson stated that much of 
the current legislation is eroding local control, and man y 
bills proposed before the legislature will affect local c om-
munities. 

Steve McDaniel, Deputy Speaker of the Tennessee House 
of Representatives, said the representatives are tying to 
keep focused on the work to be done.  The House has 
passed a record number of bills during this past year.  
With election time approaching, those up for reelection 
cannot begin their campaign work until the Legislature 
adjourns.  So, the legislators are hopeful of wrapping 
things up quickly.  McDaniel was optimistic that sma ll 
communities will survive and come out of the current eco-
nomic slowdown, however at a slow pace. 

Lt. Governor Ron Ramsey spoke to the city representa-
tives concerning his hope to see the legislature complete 
its work and adjourn by the end of April.  Ramsey is cu r-
rently seeking the nomination as the Republican Candi-
date for Tennessee Governor in the August nominating 
primary.  Ramsey has served in Nashville for eighteen 
years, and feels that during that time Tennessee has 
shown high achievement in the area of K-12 education.  
Ramsey explained that fifty-percent of a teacher’s evalua-
tion is based on student test scores, and that these score s 
have shown improvement.  Currently there are seventeen 
inner-city schools that are lagging behind in scores, a nd 
most of those are in the city of Memphis.  Ramsey also ad -
dressed the issue of many two-year Associate Degree 
courses not being accepted by a four-year curriculum 
school.  Because of this, many times a college student ha s 
had to take a course twice in order to get the credit in a 
four-year program.  The legislature is working on stan-
dardizing the courses across the state, and having coll eges 
and universities work to accept those courses that are 
taught in the two-year programs.  Ramsey stated that by 
the fall of 2011, an agreement of disclosure must be in-
place to let people know well in advance if a subject w ill 
not be transferable to another school.  

Commissioner David Goetz of the Department of Finance 
and Administration stated that revenue shortages had 
been predicted to be around $150 million dollars for this 
year, but the actual shortfall will be more in the neighb or-
hood of $230 million.  Goetz went on to say that the state 
must protect higher education and public safety.  Goetz 
said new prison facilities are being constructed in Ble dsoe 
County and in Morgan County. 

Chad Jenkins, TML Deputy Director, in his comments 
said, “More and more we are seeing people elected to the 
state’s General Assembly who have absolutely no experi-
ence in local government.”  Jenkins expressed concerns 
that the state is demanding more from local governments 
while showing less appreciation for the work of those serv-
ing in their hometown as mayor and alderman.  His feel ing 
is that those elected to office on the state level need to be 
more appreciative of those who serve on the local level, 
and work more closely with the local city representatives .   

Kevin Krushenski, Legislative Analyst for TML, stated 
that many bills are appearing on Capitol Hill that hav e 
ridiculous wording and are only designed to give the state  
more control over local governments, while demanding 
that small towns and cities replace much of the cutbacks  
from state funds. 

Glen Page, Deputy Director of the Department of Reve-
nue, spoke on the issue of business taxes.  Page assured 
delegates at the TML event that the new state system for 
collecting business taxes will be better for the busines ses, 
their hometowns, and the county in which they operate.  
Page noted that a business will only need to file one tax 
report instead of three; and that the Department of Reve-
nue will then distribute the proper funds to the appropri-
ate city and county.  As the state is determined to have a 
better tax-filing system, Page reported that nearly fift y-
percent are filing electronically, which reduces the risk of  
errors.  Indications are that some businesses had been get-
ting by without paying their proper taxes, but this w ill 
eliminate that from happening, according to Page.  He 
feels this will result in more revenue for local communi-
ties, and help on collecting delinquent taxes. 

Across the state, the issue of Red Light Cameras has be-
come a major topic of debate.  While municipalities can 
reap considerable revenue from the cameras, which take 
pictures of a motorist’s tags as they speed through red 
lights, it is also seen as an important safety device.  S tatis-
tics indicate that they have been less pedestrian accidents  
at intersections where these cameras are being used.  Rep-
resentative Phillip Johnson, Chairman of the House 
Transportation Committee, said a “nice piece of legisla-
tion” will be considered in the legislature.  This legislati on 
will implement standards for operation of cameras and set  
fees that can be charged for violation.  Johnson stated, 
“Residents across Tennessee can expect consistency in the 

 contd. on p. 17 
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with other materials and potential contamination is mini -
mized. 

But the polystyrene waste is no doubt a huge issue, espe-
cially in areas where there are no curbside recycling op-
tions. NRDC’s Goldstein says although the material may 
be needed in some cases, there are other instances that are 
simply “unnecessary.” For example, New York City schools 
use 850,000 foam trays daily. 

“Logic would tell you that there’s a better way for meet-
ing the needs of our students,” he says. “It’s costly, sin ce 
they are so light. It’s not the most economical commodit y 
to recycle, and it represents a threat to marine life, a 
health threat in the manufacturing product and a threat to 
the air quality as it has been labeled a carcinogen.” 

One possible alternative could be a new product from 
Ecovative designs called the EcoCradle – a foam substitute  
made from agricultural byproducts such as seed husks,  
which would normally be landfilled. Once the seed husks 
are wet, they are combined with mushroom roots, which 
act as a binding agent. The compostable fibers can li terally 
be put in your garden to improve your topsoil. The product 
works best in shipping and packaging material for prod -
ucts weighing more than 15 pounds. 

According to Ecovative Founder Eben Bayer, manufac-
turers will not incur an added expense to make the switch 
to this material as the price is comparable to its widely 
used polystyrene foam counterpart. You’ll be able to pur-
chase furniture and consumer electronics packaged in Eco-
Cradle starting this spring.  

“Sometimes [polystyrene foam] is not absolutely neces-
sary, and it’s just for convenience, but it contributes t o a 
problem that takes decades to resolve,” Goldstein says. “If 
we can’t solve easy problems like this by replacing prob-
lematic products with substitutes, then the planet really  is 
in trouble.” 

What are your options? 
A heated topic plastic bans may be, both sides agree that 

recycling and consumer education is the best way to han-
dle plastics in the waste stream. 

While more curbside programs do not accept polystyrene 
foam, there are several community programs that will re-
cycle the material. A simple search on Earth911.com will 
pull up recyclers in your specific area. 

If there are no programs that fit your needs or are near 
your location, AFPR offers a mail-in program for consum-
ers. Average shipping fees range from $1.50 to $9, based 
on the total packaging weight and volume. Since polysty-
rene foam is extremely lightweight, it can be economically 
shipped to a regional location. 

For plastic bags, also due to their light weight, most 
curbside programs do not accept plastic bags. They can 
easily get stuck inside machinery when recycled as well. 
However, most grocery stores throughout the U.S. now 
offer plastic bag recycling. 

Source: Earth911 

Inside                                                            from p. 2 

the fee was supposed to take place on Jan. 1 of this year, 
the Progressive Bag Affiliates (PBA) of the American 
Chemistry Council opposed the move and took action to 
block the fee. The Coalition to Stop the Seattle Bag Tax, 
funded by PBA, the Washington Food Industry and 7-
Eleven gathered enough voter signatures to put the meas-
ure on 2009’s primary ballot. In protest, local grassroots  
organizations launched the Seattle Green Bag Campaign 
in support of the legislation. 

The controversial debate came to a close last August 
when residents voted “no” on the measure. 

“Seattle passed a tax on bags, and was met with a huge 
outcry, and the voters rejected this tax. If you look back at 
the survey before passing the tax, the public was over-
whelmingly opposed because 91 percent were already reus-
ing or recycling their bags,” says Christman. 

But Heather Trim of People of Puget Sound disagrees, 
saying the vote was unfair due to its ambiguity. 

“They framed it to look like a tax. The wording on the 
position was very smart,” she says. “Plastic bags are a  big 
deal because they are so visible in certain parts of the 
world. There are a ton of places that have passed these 
bans or fees because it really is a big deal for them. I n 
many other countries, it is extremely effective because peo-
ple go back to bringing their normal reusables.” 

But while the Seattle Green Bag Campaign may have 
lost the vote, Trim says she still sees the silver lining of 
the issue. 

“Even though we lost the battle, we will win the war in 
the long run because we did get consumer education,” she 
says. “We had a massive amount of public education about 
the issue and sustainability in general.” 

And then there was foam 
Three years after San Francisco passed the first ban on 

foam to-go containers, more than 100 cities nationwide 
have passed polystyrene-related laws. Most recently, Chi-
cago announced that it was considering a ban on polysty-
rene takeout containers that, if passed, would become ef-
fective on July 1. 

“Adoption of this proposal would help protect public 
health while greatly reducing the amount of waste that 
ends up in our landfills,” says Alderman Edward M. 
Burke, citing the legislation’s preamble, which states th at 
“toxic chemicals leach out of such products into the food 
that contain and threaten human health.” 

But while polystyrene foam is extremely hard to recycle 
because 98 percent of the material is literally air, Chri st-
man says its crucial in the usage in some products, as  
there is no economical alternative. Furthermore, some 
communities in California have initiated drop-off pro-
grams for expanded polystyrene foam that have been suc-
cessful as it is easier for recyclers when it is not mixed 

Notes                                                             from p. 16 
work force.  He assured the delegates that Tennessee is in 
much better shape than the majority of states in the U.S .  
In spite of Tennessee’s financial woes at this time, Kis ber 
assured local officials that the state will not withhold the 
local state-shared taxes.  This was good news to all city  
representatives in attendance.  Kisber feels that Tennes-
see is doing better because of better state management.  
He concluded his remarks by saying, “Local government is 
where the rubber really meets the road.”  

While in Nashville, Mayor Parsons and Alderman 
Walker attended Floor Sessions of the Senate and the 
House on Monday evening after the TML Conference ad-
journed for the day.   

Matt Kisber, Commissioner of the Department of Eco-
nomic and Community Development, concluded the list of 
speakers.  Kisber stated. “The budget is tough, but you 
want to run your government responsibly.”  He then told of 
how the city of Chattanooga went from being one of the 
dirtiest cities to one of the most prosperous in the south-
east.  Chattanooga developed a plan of cleaning up the 
community, and removing abandoned buildings.  Kisber 
encouraged local officials to look at the needs of their own 
communities, and begin to make things more appealing 
where possible.  This is one thing that potential industri es 
will look at, in addition to the education of the available 
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supermarket, Rose says, “It’s great if you have a person al 
relationship with a local farmer whose production methods  
you can trust. It is important to remember, though, that 
only products bearing the organic label afford government-
backed assurance about how they were grown and proc-
essed. So, if you want to be sure that what you buy has 
indeed been grown and processed according to strict pro-
duction and processing standards, organic is the best 
choice.” 

Hunter, on the other hand, advises consumers to do a 
little bit of both when grocery shopping. 

“Local food is going to be fresher than anything you can  
buy in the supermarket, organic or not,” he says. “Beca use 
many nutrients break down with time, local food is often 
more nutritious, too. But unless it’s organic, it may ha ve 
been grown with pesticides and on farms that are a disas-
ter for wildlife. If you can afford it, buy local and orga nic. 
Often, local is the cheapest way of buying organic. It’s  sig-
nificantly cheaper to get through box schemes than at the  
supermarket and sometimes even cheaper at a farm shop 
or farmers’ market.” 

Yet another issue that researchers have raised in the 
past is whether or not the benefits of organic food out-
weigh the extra costs in shipping or fuel. In terms of f ossil 
fuels, is an organic apple traveling from Washington sta te 
to Pennsylvania really worth the extra mileage? 

Rose says organic food actually helps to reduce our car-
bon footprint and combat climate change by preventing 
organic farmers from using fossil fuel-based fertilizers.  She 
believes that shipping organic products, even from a dis-
tance as wide as California to New York, makes no differ-
ence since non-organic products are usually shipped the 
same way. 

Hunter, however, sees it differently. “The benefits and 
pitfalls of flying produce around the world is a complic ated 
one involving third world development, consumer choice 
and the balancing of competing environmental issues,” he 
says. “Some products can’t be grown in colder climates  and 
need to be transported long distances. This isn’t much of 
an issue where these are shipped, but are problematic 
when flying is involved. Some of this is undoubtedly or-
ganic.” 

“Cheap” food 
When it comes to organic foods, sentiments and opinions 

run strong. While researchers such as those at the London  
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine believe that the 
alleged benefits of organic food are negligible, other or-
ganizations are campaigning in countries around the world  
to promote the consumption of organic produce and meat. 

“The basic message is that in the race to make food cheap 
– which is a good thing – there has been these unintended 
consequences which mean that really, it’s not that cheap 
at all,” Hunter says. “Not if you consider that so many of 
us are becoming obese, in large part because of the rubbish 
many of us are now eating. It’s also not cheap on the ani-
mals that suffer or the environment that is trashed.” 

Whatever the opinion of these organizations or cam-
paigns, the ultimate choice is still left to the consumer , 
who must determine whether the extra financial costs of 
organic food are worth the health benefits so frequently 
debated by researchers for nearly an entire century. 

Source: Earth911 

An essential element of sustainable farming 
Organic food is tied directly to the concept of sustainabl e 

farming, which covers every part of the food production 
process from the way animals are fed and their living con-
ditions to the types of amendments that can or cannot be 
added to the soil in which products are grown. 

“So where a worrying amount of pigs, chickens and cows 
can be reared in miserable conditions, grow faster than 
their bodies can cope with, are fed things they have not 
evolved to eat and get a liberal dose of drugs, organic far m-
ing does not allow such abuses in the name of profit,” 
Hunter says. 

Rose shares a similar sentiment on the overall benefits of 
organic farming and says that in addition to the environ-
mental benefits, which include soil health, carbon seques-
tration, clean water supplies and the many personal 
health advantages organic food has to offer, organic farm-
ers are required by law in the U.S. to “provide their ani-
mals with access to the outdoors and pasture, quality or-
ganic feed and safe, clean living conditions” without the 
use of antibiotics or synthetic growth hormones. 

“Because organic farms are less intensive, they are far 
better for wildlife, both in terms of diversity and sheer 
numbers,” Hunter says. “Fields growing wheat one year 
will need to replace the lost nitrogen through manure and 
growing clover, for example.” 

Given the environmental benefits of eating organic, it is 
no shock either that many consumers find organic food 
more pleasing to the palate. Nutritionists around the 
world have also revealed that organic food contains higher 
levels of several important vitamins and minerals, inclu d-
ing vitamin C, calcium, magnesium, iron, and chromiu m, 
in addition to cancer-fighting antioxidants and omega- 3 
fatty acids. According to Hunter, a good example is organi c 
milk, which has on average 68 percent more omega-3 es-
sential fatty acids than conventionally produced milk. 

The cost of organic 
Despite the progressive move towards organic products 

around the world, there are still some confusing aspects of 
organic food, such as why standards vary from country to 
country and also – from an ecological point of view – 
whether organic food outweighs the benefits of buying lo-
cal, conventionally grown food from community farmers. 

Rose explains that the difference in organic standards 
exists simply because the development of these laws origi-
nates at the national versus international level. 

“Some may be very similar as they may have followed 
direction from an international body, such as the Interna -
tional Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements 
(IFOAM),” she says. “OTA is supportive of equivalence or 
trade agreements with other countries, and there has been 
some progress on this front, such as the equivalence agree-
ment between the U.S. and Canada signed last year.” 

“However, in order to be sold as organic in the U.S., prod -
ucts, regardless of their origin, must meet U.S. standard s. 
Thus, it doesn’t matter where they were grown. They must 
be certified by USDA-accredited certifying agents or by  
agencies within their countries that have been recognized 
by USDA as meeting the requirements of the National Or-
ganic Program.” 

When asked which is more beneficial, buying local pro-
duce from farmers or purchasing organic food from the 
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ter academically than a comparable group of 
peers who did not attend.  The disappointing 
report mirrors similar Pre-K study results that 
have been conducted in other states.   

“As previous reports in this series have found, 
there are positive effects on these outcomes 
associated with participation in Pre-K, al-
though they are for the most part limited to 
economically disadvantaged students (those 
who received free or reduced-price lunch) and 
are evident primarily in Kindergarten and 
First Grade,” the report said.  “Among students 
who completed the Second Grade in 2007-2008, 
there were no significant effects for any assess-
ment associated with Pre-K participation.  This 
general pattern of results is consistent with 
any pattern of convergence noted in previous 
reports, such that effects associated with Pre-K 
participation tend to diminish over time.” 

The State of Tennessee has been funding 
early childhood education since 1996 when a 
pilot program was established for economically 
disadvantaged three- and four-year-olds. In the 
1998, Governor Don Sundquist pushed the 
creation of 30 Pilot Pre-K classrooms, serving 
approximately 600 students.  Since then the 
program has grown to over 934 classrooms un-
der Governor Bredesen, serving approximately 
17,000 children at a cost of $83 million.  

A copy of the report can be viewed at:   
h t t p : / /www.compt ro l l e r1 .s ta te .t n .us /

Repository/RE/SRGInterimReport2010.pdf        
Senate passes legislation to set up optimal 

community property trust to help state compete 
for investment in trusts  

Legislation was approved by the full Senate 
and sent to the governor continuing legislative 
efforts to make Tennessee a desirable state to 
establish a trust.  The bill, Senate Bill 3529, 
allows married couples to create and transfer 
property to a community property trust to help 
Tennessee create an optional community prop-
erty system in the state.   

There are two types of benefits which a com-
munity property trust would provide couples 
who “elect in” to the system partially or com-
pletely, including a significant tax advantage. 
At the death of the first spouse to die, both 
spouse's interests in the community property 
receive a full basis adjustment.  As a result, 
there will be no capital gain payable if the 
property is sold for its value at the date of the 
first spouse's death. Further, the increased ba-
sis will allow for increased depreciation deduc-
tions for business and investment depreciable 
property.  In a separate property state, if the 
property was jointly owned between husband 
and wife, only one-half of the property would 
receive such an adjustment in basis.  

Secondly, community property is a property 
ownership system which generally provides for 
equal ownership of property by husband and 
wife. This general involves a sharing in the 
appreciation and income from the property. 
Likewise, there is often an equal sharing in the 
management of the property. This bill would 
provide an option for couples who find this 
equality and sharing arrangement the pre-
ferred form of property ownership. 

The community property trust can be added 
to existing estate planning, including revocable 
trusts or sophisticated wills.  If a couple had 
not yet accomplished estate planning, then a 
new joint revocable trust could be formed that 
would hold their community property, the hus-

U.S., including those housed in shopping centers.  This has caused 
other states to pass laws cracking down on offenders who tr affic these 
drugs within their boundaries.   

Constitutional amendment prohibiting income tax passes Finance 
Committee 

A constitutional amendment to ban an income and payroll ta x 
passed the Senate Finance Committee last week by a vote of 7 t o 
3.  The action marks the first time that such an amendmen t has ever 
passed a legislative committee in Tennessee and comes after 
eight state lawmakers filed “The Tennessee Income Tax Law of 2010,” 
House Bill 3597. 

The amendment, Senate Joint Resolution 763, clarifies that  
the legislature as well as Tennessee counties and cities sha ll be pro-
hibited from passing either an income tax or a payroll t ax, which is a 
tax on employers measured by the wages they pay their workers .   

Opposition to the resolution in the committee centered on the p ossi-
ble need to impose an income tax during hard times like du ring the 
Depression, when the first income tax was proposed in Tennes see. 

There have been three cases before the Tennessee Supreme Court 
throughout the state’s history that have upheld that the i ncome tax is 
unconstitutional.  The most recent case was decided in 196 4, and this 
case has never been overturned.  However, in 1999 the State  Attorney 
General issued an opinion saying an income tax was const itutional.   

A payroll tax has been proposed in recent years by elected officials 
as a way around an income tax.  This includes a 2.5 per cent payroll 
tax withheld from each employee’s paycheck in Shelby Count y. 

If passed by a majority vote in the Senate, the resolution p roposing 
the constitutional amendment would next need to be approved by a  
majority vote of the House.  It must then be approved by a tw o-thirds 
vote in each chamber during the next General Assembly in 20 11-
2012.  After that the amendment would be placed on 
the next gubernatorial ballot for ratification by the peopl e in Novem-
ber 2014.  The amendment next will go to the Calendar Commit tee, 
which will schedule the bill for a floor debate in the full Senate, which 
could come as early as next week.   

Pre-K study conducted by independent research group cont inues to 
show disappointing results 

This week lawmakers received the third in a series of report s assess-
ing the effectiveness of 
T e nne s s e e ’s  P r e -
Kindergarten program 
with disappointing re-
sults.  The study, con-
ducted by Strategic Re-
search group, continues 
to confirm earlier re-
ports showing any gains 
made from Pre-K are 
short-term and do noth-
ing after second grade 
to bridge the achieve-
ment gap between chil-
dren who are at-risk 
those from a higher 
socio-economic back-
ground. 

The series was com-
missioned by the Ten-
nessee Comptroller of 
the Treasury’s Offices of 
Research and Educa-
tion Accountability 
(OREA). The reports 
have been conducted 
under former Democrat 
Comptroller John Mor-
gan, who now serves as 
Deputy Governor, and 
Republican Comptroller 
Justin Wilson.  The 
purpose of the study 
was to assess whether 
children who attended a 
Tennessee-funded Pre-
K program perform bet-

“GRAY” 
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average.  The legislation, Senate Bill 2974, strengthens 
the collaborative planning process put into place last y ear 
to help families stay together, but repeals the cost-shari ng 
provision with counties that costs them $3.5 million las t 
year. 

Illegal Drugs -- The full Senate has passed legislation to  
create a Class A misdemeanor offense for offenders who 
produce, manufacture, distribute to possess the hallucino-
genic plant salvia divinorum, which is also known by i ts 
“street drug” name spice.  The drug, which was popular in  
Europe before spreading to the U.S., is sold primarily on 
the Internet.  The bill, Senate Bill 2982, is pending a ction 
in the House Judiciary Committee. 

Multiple birth siblings / School -- Schools and boards of 
education would be prohibited from separating twins, trip-
lets or other multiple-birth children into different class -
rooms solely due to the fact they are siblings, under leg is-
lation approved by the Senate on final consideration this 
week.  The bill, Senate Bill 2480, allows parents to have a 
say in classroom placement if school officials have sepa-
rated the children only because they are multiple birth 
siblings.   

Ocoee River Rafting -- The Senate Environment, Conser-
vation, and Tourism Committee voted this week to change 
the caps that limit the daily commercial carrying capa city 
on the lower Ocoee River Recreational area from 4,000 to 
4,500, with the cap to be lifted the following year if the  
customer count falls to 4,050. The bill, Senate Bill 378 9, 
also authorizes the Hiwassee/Ocoee Scenic River State 
Park management to decrease the daily commercial carry-
ing capacity as long as it does not go below 4,000 custom-
ers.  An annual study is also authorized by the legisl ation 
that would analyze the effect of the increased carrying ca-
pacity to be sure the river and infrastructure are functi on-
ing to meet any increased demand.  The Ocoee River was 
the site for white water rafting in the 1996 Summer Olym -
pic Games. 

Military / Exempt Professional Privilege Tax -- Legisla-
tion has been approved by the Senate Tax Subcommittee 
to exempt servicemen and women from paying the profes-
sional privilege tax when serving as a commissioned mem-
ber of the medical corps of the army, the navy, the air 
force, or the public health service of the U.S.  The bill, S en-
ate Bill 2782, now moves to the full Senate Finance Com-
mittee for consideration. 

International Drivers -- Members of the Senate Com-
merce Committee voted this week to make it a violation 
under the Tennessee Consumer Protection Act of 1977, to 
advertise, promote, or sell an international driver’s lic ense. 
Drivers from other countries can purchase an official li -
cense that translates their language to English, which i s 
valid in Tennessee.  However, unscrupulous vendors have 
sold documents that report to be driver’s licenses to unas-
suming customers for up to $500.  Violations under Sen ate 
Bill 2712, would be punishable by a civil penalty of a mini-
mum of $1,000 up to a maximum of $3,000 per violation i n 
addition to a court ordered civil penalty of up to $1,000 f or 
each violation.   

Honoring the late Lt. Governor John Wilder -- The full 
Senate has approved Senate Joint Resolution 765 urging 
the State Capitol Commission to place a bust of former Lt . 
Governor John Wilder in the State Capitol.  Wilder was 
first elected to the State Senate in 1958, but did not s eek 
re-election in 1960. He was elected to the Senate again in 
1966, becoming lieutenant governor in 1971 until January 
2007.  He died on January 1, 2010 at age 88 and is lis ted 
as having served longer than any other Lieutenant Gover-
nor in the history of the United States.   

 

band's separate property, and the wife's separate prop-
erty.  Residents outside Tennessee could form a trust in 
the state as long as they obtain an in-state qualified tr us-
tee. 

Last month, legislation was passed to improve Tennes-
see’s Uniform Principal and Income Act, the Uniform 
Trust Code, and the Investment Services Act by adding a 
number of statues to upgrade to improve the state’s trust 
laws.  It also created a new type of trust in Tennessee 
called the unitrust.   

Senate Tax Subcommittee calls for Tennessee, not the 
feds, to fund state’s highway program 

Legislation that calls for Tennessee to keep its own road 
money rather than participate in the Federal-Aid Highway  
Program has cleared its first hurdle in the legislative pr oc-
ess with passage in the Senate Finance Committee’s Tax 
Subcommittee.  The bill, Senate Bill 3678, provides for 
Tennessee to opt out of the federal program subject to ena-
bling action by Congress.  The state could then elect to 
retain the state’s contributions to the federal Highway 
Trust Fund for transportation purposes.   

 Tennessee is a donor state as far as the Federal-Aid 
Highway Program is concerned.  The legislature’s financial  
analyst reported passage of the bill would result in an i n-
crease in the highway fund of over $67 million upon imple-
mentation.  In the 2008-2009, Tennessee remitted $740.6 
million in taxes collected from fuel, batteries and diese l to 
the federal highway trust fun and received $673.4 million  
in allocations.  Under the proposal, taxes retained by th e 
state would be directed to the State Highway Fund in-
stead. 

Last week, the Senate Transportation Committee heard 
testimony showing the federal government has rescinded 
$686 million in Tennessee’s highway funding since 2005 
and officials expect another $80 million to be rescinded in 
the upcoming budget year.  The funds were part of the 
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Eq-
uity Act (SAFETEA-LU) which is the federal government’s 
surface transportation program for the states’ highway,  
highway safety and transit needs. 

Issues in Brief 
Revenue Collections -- State revenue collections once 

again fell short of budgeted estimates last month. Overall  
February revenues were $638.9 million, which is $47.1 
million less than the state budgeted.  February was the 
21st consecutive month of negative growth in sales tax 
collections since January 2008, when the downward eco-
nomic spiral began.  February is the seventh month of the 
2009-2010 fiscal year.  The general fund was under col-
lected by $43.8 million and the four other funds were un-
der collected by $3.3 million. 

Drive-through beer sales -- Legislation was approved in 
the full Senate this week that requires anyone selling beer 
through a drive-through window, curb service or drive-
through to be certified under Tennessee’s responsible ven-
dor law.  The bill, Senate Bill 2486, aims to assure th at 
clerks selling alcohol would be trained to identify fake or 
altered identification to prevent under-age sales or to rec-
ognize the effects of alcohol to prevent drunk driving.   Th e 
responsible vendor act, approved in 2006, requires clerks 
to attend a certified training course within 61 days of em-
ployment, with a follow up renewal each year.  The pro-
gram has been successful in curbing the sale of alcohol t o 
minors.   

Children in State Custody -- The Senate Finance Com-
mittee has approved legislation to help Tennessee get a 
handle on counties that were committing kids into state 
custody at a rate three times higher than the statewide 
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* 1.25-pound cartons of "GIANT EAGLE STEAK TA-
QUITOS," bearing the identifying package code "3350025."  
These products were produced on Jan. 25, 2010. 

* 20-pound cartons of "JOSÉ OLÉ BEEF TAQUITOS," 
bearing any of the following identifying package codes: 
"3359337," or "3350012." These products were produced on 
Dec. 3, 2009 and Jan. 12, 2010. 

* 3.3-pound cartons of "POSADA TAQUITOS CORN 
SHREDDED BEEF," bearing any of the following identify-
ing package codes: "3359357," "3350005," "3350020." T hese 
products were produced on Dec. 23, 2009, Jan. 5, 2010, an d 
Jan. 20, 2010.  

* 15-ounce cartons of "JOSÉ OLÉ TAQUITOS SHRED-
DED STEAK ROLLED IN CORN TORTILLAS," bearing 
any of the following identifying package codes: "3359342 ," 
"3359354," "3350018," "3350031," "3350047," "335005 1." 
These products were produced between the dates of Dec. 8, 
2009 through Feb. 20, 2010.  

Chicken Quesadilla Products 
* 15-pound boxes containing 3-pound 12-ounce cartons of 

"EL PASADO GRILLED CHICKEN QUESADILLAS 
GRILLED WHITE MEAT CHICKEN, CHEESE & SALSA 
FOLDED IN A FLOUR TORTILLA," bearing the identify-
ing package code "3530028," or "3539352." These products  
were produced on Dec. 18, 2009 and Jan. 28, 2010. 

Each of the beef taquito cartons subject to recall bear a 
label with establishment number "EST. 5590" inside the 
USDA mark of inspection. The chicken quesadilla boxes 
subject to recall bear the USDA mark of inspection, with 
the establishment number "P-34708" located separately on 
each box. These products were distributed to foodservice 
and retail establishments nationwide. When available, the  
retail distribution list(s) will be posted on FSIS' Web s ite 
a t  h t t p : / / w w w . f s i s . us d a . g o v / F S I S _ R e c a l l s /
Open_Federal_Cases/index.asp.  

FSIS has received no reports of illnesses associated with  
the consumption of these products. Individuals concerned 
about an illness should contact a physician. 

According to FDA's March 4, 2010 release, FDA con-
ducted an investigation after a customer of an FDA regu-
lated firm reported finding Salmonella in the HVP ingred i-
ent. This resulted in the subsequent recall of the contami-
nated HVP products.  

FSIS routinely conducts recall effectiveness checks to 
verify recalling firms notify their customers (including  res-
taurants) of the recall and that steps are taken to make  
certain that the product is no longer available to consum-
ers. 

Consumers with questions regarding the recall should 
contact the company at (877) 653-2181. Media with ques-
tions regarding the recall should contact the company's 
Vice President of Marketing, Sales, and Logistics, Lynn 
Hall at (512) 249-3416.  

Consumption of food contaminated with Salmonella can 
cause salmonellosis, one of the most common bacterial 
foodborne illnesses. Salmonella infections can be life-
threatening, especially to those with weak immune sys-
tems, such as infants, the elderly, and persons with H IV 
infection or undergoing chemotherapy. The most common 
manifestations of salmonellosis are diarrhea, abdominal 
cramps, and fever within eight to 72 hours. Additional 
symptoms may be chills, headache, nausea and vomiting 
that can last up to seven days. 

Consumers with food safety questions can "Ask Karen," 
the FSIS virtual representative available 24 hours a day at 
AskKaren.gov. The toll-free USDA Meat and Poultry Hot-
line 1-888-MPHotline (1-888-674-6854) is available in E ng-
lish and Spanish and can be reached from l0 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
(Eastern Time) Monday through Friday. Recorded food 
safety messages are available 24 hours a day.  

FDA regulated firm reported finding Salmonella in the 
HVP ingredient. This resulted in the subsequent recall of  
the contaminated HVP products.  

FSIS routinely conducts recall effectiveness checks to 
verify recalling firms notify their customers of the re call 
and that steps are taken to make certain that the produ ct 
is no longer available to consumers. 

Consumers with questions regarding the recall should 
contact the company's Consumer Line at 1-800-SPANISH 
or 1-800-772-6474 . Media with questions regarding the 
recall should contact Pat Summers, Media/Public Rela-
tions Representative, at (559) 222-7100.  

 
Ready-To-Eat Beef Taquito and Chicken 

Quesadilla Products Recalled  
Windsor Foods, a firm with operations in Lampasas, 

Texas, and Oakland, Miss., is recalling approximately 1 .7 
million pounds of ready-to-eat (RTE) beef taquito and 
chicken quesadilla products that may be contaminated 
with Salmonella. The packages of beef taquito and chicken 
quesadilla products contain as an ingredient the specific  
Hydrolyzed Vegetable Protein (HVP), which was previ-
ously recalled, the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food 
Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) announced.  

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) an-
nounced a recall of the HVP product on March 4, 2010. A 
recall of the ready-to-eat taquito and quesadilla products 
containing the HVP was warranted due to the determina-
tion that the HVP ingredient was added after Salmonella 
prevention steps were applied.  

The products subject to recall include:    
Beef Taquito Products  
* 1.25-pound cartons of "JOSÉ OLÉ TAQUITOS SHRED-

DED STEAK ROLLED IN CORN TORTILLAS," bearing 
any of the following identifying package code numbers: 
"3359327," "3359334," "3359337," "3359338," "335934 2," 
"3359343," "3359344," "3359345," "3359353," "335935 4," 
"3359355," "3359356," "3359363," "3350002," "335000 4," 
"3350007," "3350008," "3350012," "3350016," "335001 7," 
"3350018," "3350023," "3350025," "3350026," "335002 9," 
"3350031," "3350033," "3350036," "3350040," "335004 2," 
"3350046," "3350047," "3350055," "3350057," "335006 0," 
"3350062." These products were produced between the 
dates of Nov. 23, 2009 through March 3, 2010. 

* 2.5-pound cartons of "JOSÉ OLÉ TAQUITOS SHRED-
DED STEAK ROLLED IN CORN TORTILLAS," bearing 
any of the following identifying package code numbers: 
"3359340," "3359357," "3350005," "3350014," "335002 8," 
"3350037," "3350053," "3350020," "3350044." These prod -
ucts were produced between the dates of Dec. 6, 2009 
through Feb. 22, 2010. 

* 1.6-pound cartons of "EL PASADO BEEF TAQUITOS," 
bearing any of the following identifying package code num-
bers: "3350017," or "3350029." These products were pro-
duced on Jan. 17 and 29, 2010.  

* 4-pound cartons of "EL PASADO SHREDDED BEEF 
MINI TAQUITOS," bearing any of the following identify-
ing package code numbers: "3350002," "3350005," 
"3350023," "3350037." These products were produced be-
tween the dates of Jan. 2, 2010 through Feb. 6, 2010. 

* 4-pound cartons of "CASA SOLANA SHREDDED 
BEEF MINI TAQUITOS," bearing any of the following 
package code numbers: "3359344" or "3350060." These 
products were produced on Dec. 10, 2009 and March 1, 
2010. 

* 12.5-pound cartons of "E-Z EATS! BEEF TAQUITOS," 
bearing the identifying package code number "3350042." 
These products were produced on Feb. 11, 2010. 
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It will cost you about $200, but the ANDREA is 44 times 
more efficient than a standard HEPA or carbon filter and 
works with any household plant. The ANDREA is now 
available in the U.S. and can be purchased on Amazon. 

AUG/Living Goods Program 
How would our purchasing habits change if we could ac-

tually see a product’s complete lifecycle in-store and on-
demand? 

The winner of the Greener Gadgets Design Competition, 
the AUG/Living Goods Program is a concept that encour-
ages the localization of Living goods (produce, meats and 
dairy) through the use of a barcoded “Producers” directory.  

The mobile application scans products’ barcodes and gen-
erates information for the consumer by using a geo-
location system that tracks the product’s origin and how 
many miles it traveled to be placed on store shelves. Ac-
cording to the designers, the app’s benefit is three-fold, a 
positive impact on the farmer, the grocer and the con-
sumer. 

The judges loved this design because it is practical and 
mobile, two things that other designs lacked this year. 
This project is still in development and is not yet avai lable 
to the public. It also doesn’t specify if the app will b e made 
for just the iPhone or if it will also include multiple for-
mats for other cell phones with Internet access. 

While judge Sarah Rich pointed out that this design i s 
very similar to the GoodGuide app for the iPhone, the au-
dience loved it, as evidenced by the massive applause it 
received. 

Source: Earth911 
 

wet, they are combined with mushroom roots, which act as 
a binding agent. 

Part of Greener Gadgets Sustainable Showoff event, 
Bayer explained that the compostable fibers can literally 
be put in your garden to improve your topsoil. It is the 
ideal shipping and packaging material for products wei gh-
ing more than 15 pounds. 

And manufacturers will not incur an added expense to 
make the switch. Bayer said the price is comparable to  its 
widely used polystyrene foam counterpart. You’ll be able to 
purchase furniture and consumer electronics packaged in 
EcoCradle starting this spring. 

Ecovative Design: Making Magic Out of Mushrooms 
The ANDREA Air Filter 
Who doesn’t love a good houseplant for the office? We’ve 

heard of the air quality improvements of keeping plants 
indoors, but the process has never been a timely one when 
compared to commercial air purifiers. 

But a new design called ANDREA actually accelerates 
this. In fact, its general gas removal rate is, accordi ng to 
the RTP Labs data, more than 1,000 times faster than 
plants alone. 

Invented by French designer Mathieu Lehanneur along 
with Harvard professor David Edward, ANDREA trans-
forms household plants into air cleaners which effectively 
rid indoor air of toxins and pollutants to purify any room 
in the home or office. 

ANDREA’s fan system pulls dirty air through the holes 
in the top of the plastic casing, swirls the air around t he 
leaves of the plant and sucks it through the soil, roots and 
water, releasing cleaner air through its vent. 

ergy it takes to produce and bikes to school (weather per-
mitting). He also encourages others to live sustainably. 

Deetz’s desire to take action for the environment jump-
started when he took the CAP class. He believes that an 
environmental studies course should be a graduation re-
quirement at all schools. 

“Of all the sciences that we learn, I feel like it’s abso-
lutely one that everyone could apply,” says Deetz. “Not 
that many people are going to go on in physics or in chem-
istry, but everyone is going to be living on this earth.” 

Source: Earth911 

elective course offered at New Vista that teaches students 
about local environmental issues, is working to expand th e 
school’s composting system. 

Additionally, the New Vista student and teacher-run 
green team, Earth Task Force, was approved for a grant to 
install solar panels on the roof of the school. 

“We didn’t only want to inform people about how to make 
more ecologically smart decisions, but also make a tangibl e 
difference in our school,” says senior Zander Deetz, a 
founding member of the club. 

Deetz brings a lunch to school that mainly consists of 
local food, only eats meat occasionally because of the en-

First United Methodist Church, is a thrift store wit h some-
thing for everyone. Located at 122 Butler Lane in Mountain  
City, you can shop on Wednesdays, when the ‘open’ sign is 
out, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information, call Kathy 
Devine at 727-0604. 

Volunteer Center : Need a volunteer for your non-profit 
organization’s project? Call 727-0780 

Join the Community Choir : If you like to sing, are able to 
read music, and enjoy the blending of voices to make beauti ful 
music, you will want to join our growing group of singer s. 
Please note the change in location. We are now meeting at  
First Christian Church every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m., un der the 
direction of Peter Wachs. Call 727-4202 for additional  infor-
mation. 

The MC/JC Community Center Activities : Friday night 
music: Any bands interested in performing for Friday nig ht 
music, please let us know. Come in and enjoy an evening of 
old time Bluegrass and country music. Children are welcom e 
when accompanied by a responsible adult. Music starts at  
6:30 p.m.   

The center’s computer lab and game room are open to 
adults from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday thru Friday, du ring 
school. Rules of conduct are posted in each room. 

We are open 5 days a week unless an event is scheduled. 
Our hours are from 10-6 with evening events scheduled. 

Win a Motorcycle!  The Iron Mountain Riders of Mountain 
City are raffling off a 2007 Harley Davidson XL883 to raise $$ 
for the Jeff Shaw scholarship fund. Tickets are $10 ea &  the 
raffle will be on June 19th 2010. For more details & tick ets, 
contact Val @ 727-4064   

Humane Society Recycling Programs : The Johnson 
County Humane Society collects printer cartridges, toner ca r-
tridges and digital cell phones for recycling. We accep t all 
printer cartridges except for Epson brand and those th at have 
been previously recycled. This environmentally responsible 
fundraising effort supports the foster dogs and cats while they 
await adoption. If you work for or own a business, go to a  
church or belong to a club, ask if they would allow you to  col-
lect these cartridges and phones for the benefit of the anim als. 
Printer cartridges and phones may be dropped off at High  
Country Online, 873 South Shady Street or you can call  423-
727-2566 for drop off locations. The Society also collect s alu-
minum cans for recycling. (If it sticks to a magnet, i t's not 
aluminum and we can't use it.) Our collection bins are  at the 
Mountain City Food Lion just outside the north entrance, 
Food Country just outside the east entrance near Auto Zone, 
and our new location at For Pete's Sake Recycle, 12004 Hwy  
67 in Butler, right across the street from Pleasant's Grocery 
just north of the intersection with Hwy 167. 

Unique Boutique Open : Unique Boutique, sponsored by 
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open to the public, and is sponsored by the First United Met h-
odist Church. 

Experimental Aircraft Association meeting : Local EAA 
Chapter 1136 (Experimental Aircraft Association) meets the 
second Sunday of every month at the airport. For more inf or-
mation, call 727-1223. www.eaa1136.com   

Fibromyalgia support group : Fibromyalgia support 
group meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month at 2 
p.m., Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 3385 Roan Creek Rd 
Mountain City, TN 37683.Enter through lower level rear door.  
423-727-0345. 

Friends of the Library: Meets quarterly and supports the 
library through fund-raising events Contact Linda Icenhou r 
727-6544 for details. 

Higher Ground Peer Support Group : This is a social 
support group for those recovering from mental illness and /or 
substance abuse. Call 727-8685 for more information. We are 
now open FIVE days a week, Tues. thru Sat., from 9 - 5 .  Ac-
tivities are subject to change, and Higher Ground does n ot 
run a pickup service on those days with snow. 

Humane Society : Johnson County Humane Society meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at the First United M ethodist 
Church at 6 p.m. For more information, phone 423-768- 0896 
or write to P.O. Box 307 Mountain City, TN, 37683 or s end 
email to jchsipac@gmail.com or visit www.jchsi.org. We w el-
come new members, volunteers, and guests. 

Johnson County NAMI : Meets the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Higher Ground Peer Support Center, located at 
1952 Crossroads in Mountain City. For more information,  
please call Coy Lauer, 423-727-4794. 

Johnson County TN Community Food: Food Security 
Council meetings are held for people interested in food secu-
rity.   For more information call Tamara at 895-9980 or  email 
appnativeplants@gmail.com to find out meeting days and 
times, if you are interested in attending.  

Johnson County Trails Committee : Meets as needed 
throughout the year. For more information email 
i n f o @ j o h n s o n c o u n t y t r a i l s . o r g ,   v i s i t 
http://johnsoncountytrails.org,  or write to P.O. Box 16 Moun-
tain City, TN 37683 

Kiwanis Club of Johnson County : The Kiwanis of John-
son County meet weekly on Thursdays at the Community 
Center at 12 p.m. You are invited to join us and get invol ved 
"changing the world one child and one community at a ti me”. 
Lunch is provided by donation.  

Narcotics Anonymous:  Narcotics Anonymous is meeting 
every Wednesday @ 7 p.m. at the A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalition office 
at 138 East Main Street Mountain City, TN  

Newcomers Club : The Newcomer’s Club will be meeting 
the second Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm.  If you’re n ew 
to the area and enjoy good food, conversation, and meeting 
new friends, please come and join us!  Contact Carol Frank  at 
727-5487 for directions and other information. 

Rotary Club : The Mountain City chapter of Rotary Inter-
national, a service organization with both local and inter na-
tional projects, meets Monday evenings at 5:30 p.m. at the  
Senior Center. For more information, contact club president 
Beverly Teague – 727-9816. 

Senior Citizens Advisory Council : Meeting 1st Monday of 
each month at 12:15 pm at the Senior Citizens Center 727 -
8883 

Shady Valley Ruritan Club : Regular meeting dates: 2nd 
Thursday of each month. Contact person: Jean Sparger 739-
4326  

United Way of Mountain City/Johnson County : Regular 
meeting dates: monthly – then weekly during campaign. Con -
tact person: Ronnie Perkins, Judy McGuire 727-6737 

Watauga Watershed Alliance/Sierra Club : Meets the 
2nd Tuesday of every month. Contact Gloria 727-4797 or Den -
nis 423-534-4804 for details. 

Monday: ACCP classes 6-8 p.m.  
Tuesday: AA 7-8 p.m. 
Thursday: Kiwanis - 12-1 p.m. and AA - 7-8 p.m.  
Friday: Bluegrass and country music each Friday. 
Monday – Friday, we have our Leaps' after-school program 

for kids 10 to 18 who are still in school. All kids who partici-
pate must be signed up by a parent or guardian. Hours for 
this program are 3:15-6 p.m., we open on snow days for k ids, 
weather permitting. 

Join the Garden Club : If you’re interested in gardening 
and in garden events, join the Johnson County Garden Club. 
For more information call 727-1565. 

First United Methodist Church : First United Methodist 
Church, 128 N. Church St., has an open heart, an open mind, 
and an open door for all to come in and be welcomed by a gra-
cious and friendly church family. We have a traditiona l ser-
vice with strong preaching, children’s church, and an excep-
tional music program. One of our major areas of concern is 
local missions to which we donate, along with member contri -
butions, the earnings from our Unique Boutique, located be-
hind the church on Butler Street. Each Sunday morning Cof-
fee begins at 9:30; Sunday School at 10:00; and Morning Wor-
ship at 11:00. 

Trade United Methodist Church : Sunday Worship 9:00 
am; Sunday School 10:00 am; Wednesday Choir Rehearsal 
6:30 pm; Holy Communion is the first Sunday of each month.  

Regular organization meetings:  
A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalition, Inc. : The ACTION Coalition meet-

ings are on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at the Communit y 
Center @ 11:30a.m - 1 p.m. www.jctnac.org  Contact Per son: 
Angela Wills, 727-0780 

Al-Anon : Al-Anon meetings Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Action Coalition Bldg., East Main St, Mountain City. Ca ll 
Julia at 727-0412 or Cindy at 727-7261 for more info 

Alcoholics Anonymous : Alcoholics Anonymous meets each 
Tuesday and Thursday night at the community center fro m 7 
to 8 p.m. Call Julie at 727-0412 for more info. 

Amateur Radio Club : The Johnson County Amateur Ra-
dio Club meets the second Tuesday of each month at the 
Johnson County Emergency Center, back door, 7 p.m. (next t o 
post office). For information contact Frank Liberstein 
(W4FRL) 423-727-0333. 

Arts Council Meetings : 4th Thursday of each month at 
6:30 at Community Center. Call 727-2942 for more inform a-
tion 

Butler Ruritan : meets the 4th Monday of every month at 
the Butler Ruritan Hall. Time is 6:30 PM for the potlu ck and 
7:00 PM meeting. We welcome any interested seasonal and 
permanent residents, as well as businesses, to our meetings.  
Located just one block off Hwy. 67, on Piercetown Rd., above  
the Butler Fire Dept. Inquiries? Call 423-768-3936 or 4 23-
768-3159. 

Chamber of Commerce : The J.C. Chamber is organized 
for the purpose of advancing the economic, industrial, p rofes-
sional, cultural and civil welfare of the Johnson County a rea. 
The Chamber meetings are each month on the 3rd Tuesday, 
6:30 p.m. at the Johnson County Welcome Center. 
http://www.johnsoncountychamber.org   

Champion Community Board : Meets 3rd Tuesday in 
Feb, May, August and November at noon Call Tom 727-8559 
for more information 

Crossroads Medical Mission : Crossroads Medical Mission 
is held the first Thursday of each month at St. Anthon y’s 
Catholic Church from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. They perform urgen t 
care, screenings, minor surgery, patient education, referra ls, 
pharmacy and labs. This is done without regard to one’s ab il-
ity to pay, although they will accept donations. This serv ice is 

Active Pallbearers were:  Jonathan Connell, Aaron Con-
nell, Donald Poole Jr., Donald Poole III, Daniel Poole and 
Lane Miller. 

Honorary Pallbearers were:  Stacy Miller and David 
Ashby. 

Memorial donations may be made to God’s Country 
Church, 1568 Crossroads Drive, Mountain City, TN 37683.  

Condolences may be sent to the family online at 
www.mountaincityfuneralhome.com.  

The family of Dollie Berniece South has entrusted her 
services to Mountain City Funeral Home, 224 S. Church 
St., Mountain City, TN  37683. 

Aaron Connell, Donald Poole III, Danny Poole and Dottie 
Ashby; six great grandchildren; several nieces and neph-
ews and a host of dear friends.    

The Funeral Service was conducted at 11:00 a.m. on Fri-
day, March 12, 2010 from the Mountain City Funeral 
Home with Mr. Ronnie Manuel officiating.   

Music was also be under the direction of Mr. Ronnie 
Manuel. 

Graveside Service and Interment followed from the 
Reece Cemetery, Trade, Tennessee. 
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VOTING RECORDS  
Courtesy of Kitty Hegemann 

 

 

Date Result Alexander Corker Vote 

3/3/1
0 

Agreed to N NP 

Not Present 

Roll call 38: On the Motion to Table 
Motion to Table Bunning Amdt. No. 3361.; To provide  additional offsets. 

3/3/1
0 

Agreed to N NP Roll call 37: On the Motion to Table  
Motion to Table Bunning Amdt. No. 3360.; To offset the cost of the bill. 

3/3/1
0 

Rejected N NP Roll call 36: On the Motion 
Motion to Waive Sec. 403 of S.Con.Res. 13, 111th Co ngress, re: Sanders Amdt. No. 3353 As 
Modified; To provide an emergency benefit of $250 t o seniors, veterans, and persons with dis-
abilities in 2010 to compensate for the lack of cos t-of-living adjustment for such year, and for 
other purposes. 

3/3/1
0 

Rejected N NP Roll call 35: On the Motion 
Motion to Waive Sec. 403 of S.Con.Res. 13 re: Burr Amdt. No. 3390.; To provide an emergency 
benefit of $250 to seniors, veterans, and persons w ith disabilities in 2010 to compensate for the 
lack of cost-of-living adjustment for such year, to  provide an offset using unobligated stimulus 
funds, and for other purposes. 

3/3/1
0 

Agreed to N NP Roll call 34: On the Motion to Table  
Motion to Table Grassley Amdt. No. 3352; To improve  the bill. 

3/3/1
0 

Rejected Y NP Roll call 33: On the Motion 
Motion to Waive CBA Thune Amdt No. 3338, As Further  Amended; To create additional tax 
relief for businesses, and for other purposes. 

3/2/1
0 

Passed N NP Roll call 32: On Passage of the Bill 
H.R. 4691; Temporary Extension Act of 2010 

3/2/1
0 

Rejected Y NP Roll call 31: On the Motion 
Motion to Waive CBA Bunning Amdt. No. 3355; In the nature of a substitute. 

3/2/1
0 

Confirmed Y NP Roll call 30: On the Nomination 
Confirmation Barbara Milano Keenan, of Virginia, to  be U.S. Circuit Judge for the Fourth Cir-
cuit. 

3/2/1
0 

Agreed to Y NP Roll call 29: On the Cloture Motion 
Motion to Invoke Cloture on the Nomination of Barba ra Milano Keenan, of VA, to be U.S. Cir-
cuit Judge 

decided to postpone his determination in the case until 
after the election -- something Minyard denies. 

Minyard, 80, said the reason he had not completed his 
investigation of Burgess' death before now was because hi s 
office has a great deal of work on other cases and is under-
staffed. "I've just got too much going," he said when con -
tacted last December. "I just want to make sure when I do  
it that I have it right." 

Update: Minyard's press conference has happened. For 
more on the conference, go to the New Orleans Times-
Picayune [3]. 

The District Attorney's office released this statement: 
"Since it is the Coroner's opinion that this victim did not 
die as a result of being administered a lethal dose of nar -
cotics, I cannot pursue a homicide charge at this time."  

http://www.propublica.org/feature/new-orleans-coroner-
rules-post-katrina-death-unclassified  

related to Burgess' death. Minyard conducted his assess-
ment of the Burgess case at Cannizzaro's request. In Sep-
tember 2009, shortly after the ProPublica report, Canniz -
zaro said he asked Minyard "to classify the deaths re-
ported in" the article. Cannizzaro could not be reached im -
mediately for comment on the coroner's decision. 

In 2006, authorities arrested Dr. Anna Pou and nurses 
Lori Budo and Cheri Landry for alleged mercy killings at 
the same hospital after Katrina. A local grand jury hea rd 
evidence in the case and declined to bring charges. The  
nurses and Dr. Pou emphatically denied that they had 
murdered patients and the case prompted outrage in New 
Orleans where medical professionals who worked in hor-
rific conditions after the storm were widely viewed as he-
roes and victims. Some close to Minyard speculated that 
the coroner, who recently won re-election to his 10th term,  
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Arraignments & Add Ons  
Jack Cobbler , 75903/ Fug from Justice (SC)/ Dep Brown  
Raymond Eugene Turner , 75899/ DUI 3rd/ Dep Brown, 
75900/ VICL, 75901/ Simple Poss Sch IV, 75902/ Simple Poss 
Legend drug, 75905/ No Ins  
Charles Neil Hawkins , 75933/ Viol of the TN Sex Offender 
Registration/ Inv Woodard  
Clarence Story , 74712-V/ 74713-V/ VOP/ CCI  
Jill S Gilbert , 75929/ Poss Sch III for Resale/ Agt McCloud, 
75930/ Poss Sch IV  
Samantha N Kitzmiller , 67858-V/ VOP/ CCI  
Adam H George , *consideration of time  
 

comp * 1st setting Mr. Finney contacted office to notify of rep-
resentation 
Gregory Lee  Ward, Finney, 75642/ Felony Reckless Endg x 
2/ Inv Guinn  
Frederick C Ward , Prelim, Fallin, state to notify, 75492/ 
Felony Vandalism/ Asst Norris, 75493/ Agg Burglary  
Lloyd Thomas Watson Jr , 75820/ DOSL/ Inv Guinn  
James R Whittaker , 73443/HMO/ to have DL, 73442/ DORL 
2nd  
Daniel Winters,  trial, ProSe, state to notify all, 75348/ Sim-
ple Assault/ Milton D White  

Docket                                                         from p. 13 



FEBRUARY PROPERTY TRANSFERS  
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BILL McMILLAN’S MOUNTAIN CITY WEATHER FORECAST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.mountaincityweathercenter.com/www.mountaincityweathercenter.com/www.mountaincityweathercenter.com/    

VOTING RECORDS  
Courtesy of Kitty Hegemann 

 

 

Date Result Roe Vote 

3/10/10 Failed N Session 2, roll call 98: On Agreei ng to the Resolution 
Directing the President, Pursuant to Section 5(C) o f the War Powers Resolution, to Remove the United S tates 
Armed Forces From Afghanistan 

3/10/10 Passed Y Session 2, roll call 97: On Motion  to Suspend the Rules and Pass, As Amended 
Prevent Deceptive Census Look Alike Mailings Act 

3/10/10 Passed Y Session 2, roll call 96: On Motion  to Suspend the Rules and Agree, As Amended 
Recognizing the Plight of People With Albinism in E ast Africa and Condemning Their Murder and Mutilati on 

3/10/10 Passed N Session 2, roll call 95: On Agreei ng to the Resolution 
Providing for Consideration of the Concurrent Resol ution (H.Con.Res. 248) Directing the President, Pur suant to 
Section 5(C) of the War Powers Resolution, to Remov e the United States Armed Forces From Afghanistan 

3/9/10 Passed Y Session 2, roll call 94: On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree 
Honoring John E. Warnock, Charles M. Geschke, Forre st M. Bird, Esther Sans Takeuchi, and Ibm Corporati on for 
Receiving the 2008 National Medal of Technology and  Innovation 

3/9/10 Passed Y Session 2, roll call 93: On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree 
Congratulating Willard S. Boyle and George E. Smith  for Being Awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics 

3/9/10 Failed N Session 2, roll call 92: On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, As Amended 
Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Contr ol Amendments Act 

3/4/10 Passed Y Session 2, roll call 91: On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree, As Amended 
Congratulating the National Football League Champio n New Orleans Saints for Winning Super Bowl Xliv an d for 
Bringing New Orleans Its First Lombardi Trophy in F ranchise History 

3/4/10 Passed N Session 2, roll call 90: Concurring  With An Amdt to the Senate Amdt to the House Amdt to the Senate Amdt 
Hiring Incentives to Restore Employment Act 

3/4/10 Passed Y Session 2, roll call 89: On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree, As Amended 
Expressing the Support of the House of Representati ves for the Goals and Ideals of the National School  Lunch 
Program 

3/4/10 Passed N Session 2, roll call 88: On Agreein g to the Resolution 
Providing for Consideration of the Senate Amendment  to H.R. 2847, Making Appropriations for the Depart ments of 
Commerce and Justice, and Science, and Related Agen cies for the Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2010,  and for 
Other Purposes 

3/4/10 Passed N Session 2, roll call 87: On Orderin g the Previous Question 
Providing for Consideration of the Senate Amendment  to H.R. 2847, Making Appropriations for the Depart ments of 
Commerce and Justice, and Science, and Related Agen cies for the Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2010,  and for 
Other Purposes 

3/4/10 Passed Y Session 2, roll call 86: On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree 
Designating March 2, 2010 As “Read Across America D ay” 

3/4/10 Passed Y Session 2, roll call 85: On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree 
Recognizing the Importance and Significance of the 2010 Census and Encouraging Each Community Within t he 
Indian Country to Name An Elder to Be the First Mem ber of That Community to Answer the 2010 Census 



~ RESCUE D.O.G. PETS FOR ADOPTION ~ 

 
During bad weather make sure all animals 

have a warm place to sleep, plenty of food, & lots 
of water! 

Rescue D.O.G. is a private rescue shelter de-
voted to saving lives and properly caring for 
God's creatures. Rescue D.O.G. strives to place 
the animals in only the best suited environ-
ments for their individual needs. The animal's 
welfare is our main concern.  

Adoption procedures & adoption donations 
vary with each animal. 

Don't throw away old blankets or dog sup-
plies .. DONATE them to us! Can you provide a 
temporary loving home? BE A FOSTER PAR-
ENT!!! 

For information call 423-727-8744 or email 
saveonelife@yahoo.com    
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Pearl  .. 5 Year Old 
Spayed Female.  
Jack Russell, 
weighs 15 pounds, 
Tri-Color.  Vet-
Checked, Current 
on all Vacs, includ-
ing Rabies, & De-
wormed.  House-
broken & Ready to 
Go.  Pearl would 
love to be adopted 
with her fur-ever 
friend Little Bit 
  

  
 
 
George .. 6 month 
old male.  Silver 
Striped Tabby.  Very 
Curious & Sweet.  
G e o r g e  l o v e s 
to climb trees & play 
with the other cats!  
All vaccinations 
are current .. he is 
ready to go! 

Little Bit  .. 6 Year Old Male. Shih Tzu/Poodle 
(ShihPoo).  Weighs 9 Pounds, Vet-Checked.  Cur-
rent on all Vaccinations, including Rabies.  De-
wormed & Ready to Go.  Solid Blonde in Color.  
Little Bit would like to be adopted with his best 
buddy Pearl 

"In order to keep a true perspective of one's importance, ever yone 
should have a dog who will worship him and a cat who will  ignore 

him." 
~ Dereke Bruce 

 Rex …  1 Year Old Husky Mix 
Male.  Rex is a sweetheart & loves 
the snow!  He is very social with 
other dogs and is very gentle.  He 
has been vet checked, dewormed, 
& vaccinated.  Rex has gorgeous 
markings and is a handsome dog! 

 
 
 Marcy .. 1 Year Old Pit 

Bull / Pug Mix Female.  
Marcy weighs 24 lbs, has a 
caramel colored coat, white 
chest, & white paws!  She 
has gorgeous green eyes, a 
pink nose, and a curled up 
tail. She loves to be held & 
wants to curl up to sleep on 
her master's lap. Fully vac-
cinated, dewormed, & look-
ing for her forever friend! 



~ P.A.C. PETS FOR ADOPTION ~ 

 
 
 

Our “Cats for Seniors” program allows a senior 
who is 55 years of age or older to adopt a  feline 
companion for free. The cats are neutered, de-
wormed and up to date on shots.  They are litter 
trained and will cuddle. They must  be kept in-
doors. Call 423-768-0896  or check out our web-
site at: www.jchsi.org. To get information on an 
animal,  please go to  www.jchsi.org or 
www.jchsi37683.petfinder.com. 

To schedule an appointment to adopt a dog or 
cat, please email jchsipac@gmail.com or call 423-
768-0896 . If you want to adopt an animal that 
has not yet been neutered, you may reserve it by 
submitting an adoption application and paying a 
50% deposit. Adoption fees cover neutering, cur-
rent rabies and other vaccinations, deworming, 
micro-chipping, a starter bag of food, a collar 
and leash for dogs or cat carrier for cats, and 
toys. 
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"The whir of a can opener or the bark of an unfamiliar dog. ..will 
send even the most deeply dozing cat bounding into the kitchen  or 

under the bed."  
~ Barbara L. Diamond  
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Kennedy  is brother to Theodore. BIG brother, at 
this point. You are going to wear out your camera 
taking pictures of this handsome cutie. Kennedy 
has loads of energy and loves to chase the other 
dogs around. However, when he is finished, he 
will curl up on your lap for a nap. As he matures, 
you may find yourself needing a larger lap.  

 
 
Annie , a large 
s hepherd- hound 
mix, loves to play 
with all of our 
other dogs, big and 
small. She is good 
with other dogs, 
loves chasing balls 
and other toys. 
Probably the most 
easily trained of all 
our dogs.  

Hooch  takes running, playing and napping seri-
ously. This cutie has captured the hearts of many 
of our volunteers. If you are interested, you might 
want to come out and claim him before one of our 
workers does.  

 
 
Fawn  is an active, 
young female shep-
herd mix who likes 
people and other 
dogs. She would 
make a good compan-
ion animal, since she 
has a lot of energy 
but knows how to 
walk on a leash. She 
doesn't photograph 
well, but we're still 
working on it 'cause 
she's so cute.  

Midnight  looks like a black panther. In fact, he 
thinks he IS one. So if you have wild boars tram-
pling and rooting the houseplants in your living 
room, Midnight can probably get rid of them. The 
boars, not the plants.  


