
Planning 
Commission 
Issues Top 
Agenda  
By Peter Kelley  

 
Fourteen  county commissioners met in the upper 

room of the Johnson County courthouse last Thurs-
day, April 15, to conduct the required monthly 
meeting. After routine review of the budget items 
and notary appointments, which were all approved 
unanimously, the commissioners turned their at-
tention to committee reports.  

Commissioner Jerry Grindstaff, presenting the 
Planning Commission report, brought up a number 
of issues for discussion and review by the full 
board. First was his report on a land swap and 
right-of-way issue in the Sink Valley area in which 
the requested actions result in an existing home 
being left very near the county-maintained road-
way.  

The Planning and full commission expressed con-
cern about possible future claims of liability if 
maintenance, especially snowplowing in the winter, 
were to result in objects being thrown against the 
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On the raised bank beside the Dry Hill General Store, l ooking across 
Dry Hill Road towards the lake. 

Photo by Peter Kelley 

home due to its closeness and the fact that it sits consider ably 
lower than the roadway itself. Several minutes of discuss ion en-
sued, covering various ways to physically avoid the possi bility of 
damage, such as fencing, and reviewing past records to s ee what 
had been done with other similar situations in the area. In  the 
end, it became apparent that the layout and slope would work  
against any physical barrier. The action was allowed by  a unani-
mous vote based on the fact that the approval contained lang uage 
expressly freeing the county of liability.  

Following this, a short discussion concerning a sub-divid er off 
the Woods Hill area failing to respond to the Planning Commi s-
sion's requests was taken up. The sub-divider has faile d to follow 
some of the commission's requirements. After talking over va rious 
ways of forcing the issue, it was decided to make another effor t to 

Investigation by the 
Johnson County Sher-
iff's Department into 
numerous scams in the 
area has led to the ar-
rest of a suspect. Kevin 
Douglas Dickens, age 
29, of 981 Millcreek 
Road, Mountain City, 
TN was charged with 
two counts of Criminal 
Impersonation, two 
counts of Theft of Prop-
erty over $500, two 
counts of Possession of 
Stolen Property, and one count of Worthless Check. Dick-
ens was given a $35,000 bond and has a scheduled court 
date of April 21. 

According to information received from the Johnson 
County Sheriff's Department, the subject has been actively 
scamming local residents for some time. 

Dickens has lived in Johnson County his entire life. He 
went to Johnson County High School and was a member of 
a local volunteer fire department. He was very good 
friends with a lot of residents in Johnson County.  

Dickens began to get in trouble by writing worthless 
check and stealing property from his family and friends . In 
September 2009, an individual gave him a job working on 

Local man involved in scams 

contd. on p. 16 

a farm. The next morn-
ing, Dickens came back 
to the residence and re-
moved welding torches, 
an oxygen tank, and an 
acetylene tank from a 
building on the farm. 

He was charged with 
Theft Of Property.  

In December 2009, a 
report was filed at the 
sheriff’s department in-
dicating Dickens, who 
had used the name 
Kevin Gates, came to the 

victim’s residence at 2 a.m., waking the victim up, i ndicat-
ing to that his vehicle was broken down and he needed to 
use the restroom. Dickens remained at the residence for 30 
minutes and then left in the vehicle which he told the vic-
tim was broken down. The victim noticed his wallet, con-
taining $300 in cash, was missing.  

Also in December of 2009 another report was filed indi-
cating Dickens had some sheep to sell. He came to the 
home of the victim and collected a $300 deposit for the 
sheep. Dickens refused to bring the sheep and made up a 

contd. on p. 17 
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On This Day, April 19 …  
1993 - The Branch-Davidian’s compound in Waco, 
TX, burned to the ground. It was the end of a 51-

day standoff between the cult and U.S. federal 
agents. 86 people were killed including 17 children. 

Nine of the Branch Davidians escaped the fire. 
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schedule II controlled substance 
(meth) and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. 

Tester was also served with a  
fugitive from justice warrant 
from Unicoi County, TN on 
charges of burglary, vandalism 
and theft over $500. 

Tester, given a $100,000 se-
cured bond,  and Eldred, given a 
$150,000 secured bond, are 
scheduled to appear in Watauga 
County, NC District Court on 
June 1.  

A couple who were arrested in 
early March for operating a meth 
lab in a Unicoi hotel were arrested 
again last week by Boone, NC po-
lice when officers serving a warrant 
on a subject staying at the Scottish 
Inn found another operating meth 
lab.  

Kelly Lee Tester, 22, of 900 Lau-
rel Road, Mountain City, and Jason 
Thomas Eldred, 29, of Deep Gap, 
were both charged with manufac-
turing meth, possession of precur-
sor chemicals, possession of a 

Couple charged in second meth lab bust  

Health in the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. 

The EPA’s chemical risk assessments are crucial to pro -
tecting the public’s health because they are the govern-
ment’s most comprehensive analysis of the dangers the 
chemicals present and are used as the scientific founda-
tion for state and federal regulations. But it usually takes 
years or even decades to get an assessment done, or to 
revise one that is outdated. Often the industry spends 
millions on lobbying and on scientific studies that count er 
the government’s conclusions. 

The EPA has been trying since 1998 to update the for-
maldehyde assessment [1], which was first written in 
1989. But the agency’s efforts have repeatedly been 
stalled by the industry and Congress. 

This time, the resistance came from Vitter, a Republi-
can senator from Louisiana, where, ironically, thousands 
of Hurricane Katrina victims say they suffered respira-
tory problems after being housed in government trailers 
contaminated with formaldehyde. Last year Vitter 
blocked the nomination of a key EPA official until the 
agency agreed to ask the National Academy of Sciences to 

Paul Noah Gentry Jr., 28, of 197 Deer Run Road, Mountain City, 
and Burl Malcom Sisk, 36, of Elizabethton, were arrested last 
week by the Boone Police Department on one count each of fel ony 
possession of chemical precursors to manufacture meth.  

Gentry and Sisk were approached by Boone officers,  who discov -
ered in the vehicle pseudoephedrine tablets, iodine and other s up-
plies used in a meth manufacturing operation.  

Both men were assigned $10,000 secured bonds and are sc hed-
uled to appear in NC district court on June 1.  

 

Local man arrested in 
NC on meth charges 

 

By Joaquin Sapien , ProPublica - April 15, 2010 3:30 am EDT  
 
Sen. David Vitter, R-La., has pushed the EPA to slow its  

process of updating its 20-year-old health assessment of 
formaldehyde. After Hurricane Katrina, thousands of his 
state's residents said they suffered respiratory problems 
after being housed in government trailers contaminated 
with formaldehyde.  

When Vitter persuaded the EPA to agree to yet another 
review of its long-delayed assessment of the health risks of 
formaldehyde, he was praised by companies that use or 
manufacture a chemical found in everything from plywood 
to carpet. 

As long as the studies continue, the EPA will still list  for-
maldehyde as a "probable" rather than a "known" carcino-
gen, even though three major scientific reviews now link it 
to leukemia and have strengthened its ties to other forms of 
cancer. The chemical industry is fighting to avoid that  des-
ignation, because it could lead to tighter regulations and 
require costly pollution controls. 

"Delay means money. The longer they can delay labeling 
something a known carcinogen, the more money they can 
make," said James Huff, associate director for chemical car-
cinogenesis at the National Institute for Environmental 

Formaldehyde’s Link to Cancer 



contd. on p. 19 

"This isn't life in the fast lane, it's life in the oncom ing 
traffic." 

~ Terry [Sir Terence David John] Pratchett, OBE, 1948 -    
, British novelist & satirist ("Discworld" series – has 

sold over 55 million books) 
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tose corn syrup was associated with scarring in the liver , 
or fibrosis, among patients with non-alcoholic fatty liver  
disease (NAFLD)."  

The researchers found only 19 percent of adults with 
NAFLD reported no intake of fructose-containing bever-
ages, while 52 percent consumed between one and six 
servings a week and 29 percent consumed fructose-
containing beverages on a daily basis.  

An increase in consumption of fructose appeared to be 
correlated to increased liver fibrosis in patients with 
NAFLD. The researchers stated: 

"We have identified an environmental risk factor that 
may contribute to the metabolic syndrome of insulin re-
sistance and the complications of the metabolic syndrome,  
including liver injury." 

Sources: 
  BNET March 25, 2010  
  Science Daily March 22, 2010  
  News at Princeton March 22, 2010  
  SweetSurprise.com March 11, 2010  
  Food Navigator March 16, 2010  
  Science Daily March 23, 2010  
  Pharmacology, Biochemistry, and Behavior February 

26, 2010 [Epub ahead of print]  
  Kidney International April 2010; 77(7):609-16  

Posted by Dr. Mercola  
 
"The back-to-back, double whammy announcements that 

PepsiCo is ditching high fructose corn syrup in Gatora de 
along with the results of a scathing new study from re-
searchers at Princeton make it official -- allies of the contro-
versial sweetener have lost the war," BNET writes. 

For years, the Corn Refiners Association has been arguing 
that HFCS is a perfectly natural product that is equa l to 
other forms of sugar. 

Of course, the Corn Refiners Association is not going to go 
down easily. Currently, they appear to be pretending the 
problem simply doesn’t exist.  

On their Web site, “SweetSurprise.com”, they are still 
trumpeting an episode of the CBS Evening News with Katie 
Couric that ran a report basically parroting the indus try 
line -- “high fructose corn syrup is just sugar with an  image 
problem.” 

However, a Princeton research team has again demon-
strated that all sweeteners are NOT equal when it comes to 
weight gain -- rats with access to high-fructose corn s yrup 
gained significantly more weight than those with acces s to 
table sugar, even when their overall caloric intake was the  
same. 

In addition to causing significant weight gain in la b ani-
mals, long-term consumption of high-fructose corn syrup 
also led to abnormal increases in body fat, especially in t he 
abdomen, and a rise in circulating blood fats called tri glyc-
erides. 

Making matters even worse, two other recent studies have 
also linked HFCS to liver disease. (A third found no connec -
tion.) 

Intakes of sugar-sweetened beverages may increase levels 
of uric acid, a compound linked to decreased kidney func-
tion, and a cross-sectional analysis of data from almost  
16,000 people found that the risk of chronic kidney disease 
increased by over 150 percent in those who more than one 
soda per day and had high levels of uric acid.  

Researchers at the Duke University Medical Center 
stated: "We found that increased consumption of high fruc-

HFCS Monopoly is Finally Cracking…  

In mid-December, 2009, B.A.D. Idea News reported on 
an “allegation of misconduct by NC deputies.”   

The three North Carolina deputies allegedly involved 
have been suspended since Dec. 3 without pay while the 
matter was under investigation by TBI. 

Last week, BIN learned that the investigation has since 
been turned over to the FBI and the U.S. District Attor-
ney's Office.  

Watauga County law enforcement officials state that it 
is possible the investigation could last up to one year a nd 
any action by the WCSO is on hold pending the FBI re-
port. 

About 4 a.m. on Thanksgiving morning, Johnson County 
deputies were asked to be on the lookout for a vehicle com-
ing from North Carolina at a high rate of speed.  

According to North Carolina law enforcement, the 
driver, Curtis Moore, had struck his wife in an alle ged 
domestic dispute and then fled the scene. Watauga Cou nty 
deputies took up the chase on a charge of felony eluding 
arrest and pursued Moore across the Tennessee state line. 

Moore crashed into the guard rail on Hwy. 421 S. near 
the end of the three-lane (at the top of the Gorge abov e Big 
Loui’s Backyard) and a Johnson County deputy arrived on 
the scene about the same time. 

According to News Channel 11, “A Johnson County dep-
uty who intercepted the chase near the state line, bu t can’t 
be identified because of the ongoing investigation, says  he 
witnessed ‘questionable behavior’ on the part of one Wa -
tauga County deputy.” 

A video of the incident was turned over to TBI. 
 

Investigation turned 
over to FBI 
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Hydraulic fracturing is a process that drills 
vertical and horizontal cracks underground 
that help withdraw gas, or oil, from coalbeds, 
shale and other geological formations. While 
each site is unique, in general, the process in-
volves vertical and horizontal drilling, taking 
water from the ground, injecting fracturing 
fluids and sands into the formation, and with-
drawing gas and separating and managing the 
leftover waters.  

A federal register notice was issued March 18, 
announcing a SAB meeting April 7-8.  

More information on hydraulic fracturing: 
h t t p : / / w w w . e p a . g o v / o g w d w 0 0 0 / u i c /
wells_hydrofrac.html   

More information on the SAB and the sup-
porting documents: http://www.epa.gov/sab   

 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced th at it 
will conduct a comprehensive research study to investiga te the poten-
tial adverse impact that hydraulic fracturing may hav e on water qual-
ity and public health. Natural gas plays a key role in  our nation’s 
clean energy future and the process known as hydraulic f racturing is 
one way of accessing that vital resource.  There are concerns that hy-
draulic fracturing may impact ground water and surfac e water qual-
ity in ways that threaten human health and the environmen t. To ad-
dress these concerns and strengthen our clean energy futur e and in 
response to language inserted into the fiscal year 2010 App ropriations 
Act, EPA is re-allocating $1.9 million for this comprehen sive, peer-
reviewed study for FY10 and requesting funding for FY11 in  the 
president’s budget proposal.  

“Our research will be designed to answer questions about the poten-
tial impact of hydraulic fracturing on human health an d the environ-
ment,” said Dr. Paul T. Anastas, assistant administr ator for EPA’s 
Office of Research and Development. “The study will be condu cted 
through a transparent, peer-reviewed process, with signif icant stake-
holder input.”  

EPA is in the very early stages of designing a hydraulic  fracturing 
research program. The agency is proposing the process begin with (1) 
defining research questions and identifying data gaps; ( 2) conducting 
a robust process for stakeholder input and research prior itization; (3) 
with this input, developing a detailed study design that  will undergo 
external peer-review, leading to (4) implementing the planned  re-
search studies.   

To support this initial planning phase and guide the dev elopment of 
the study plan, the agency is seeking suggestions and com ments from 
the EPA Science Advisory Board (SAB)—an independent, externa l 
federal advisory committee.  The agency has requested that the Envi-
ronmental Engineering Committee (EEC) of the SAB evaluate and 
provide advice on EPA’s proposed approach. The agency will u se this 
advice and extensive stakeholder input to guide the design of the 
study.    

EPA Initiates Hydraulic Fracturing Study  

Earth Month 2010: 
It's Easy Being 
Green! 

During the month of April, Earth Month, 
Earth Day, and National Environmental Edu-
cation Week are all observed. Safer healthier 
people depend on a healthy environment, so 
learn what you can do to go green! 

Earth Day 
April 22, 2010 is Earth Day, and more than a 

billion individuals across 190 countries will 
come together to work toward a healthier and 
more sustainable planet. CDC is proud to be a 
part of this effort. We recognize that healthier, 
safer people depend on a healthy environment. 
We are part of an ecosystem that we must pro-
tect in order to sustain our own ability to thrive 
and live healthy lives.  

CDC sees the health of our people and the 
health of our environment as interconnected. 
We integrate sustainable practices into our 
daily operations in order to:  

* Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reduc-
ing energy use 

* Conserve natural resources through pur-
chasing, operations and waste management 

* Promote health and wellness 
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"My lunar sign is in Virgo. Every month when the moon is 
full, I'm driven to balance my checkbook and straighten up 
my apartment. I can't help myself. Instead of a werewolf I 

turn into an accountant." 
~ Tom [Thomas Eugene] Robbins, 1936-    , American au-

thor ("Even Cowgirls Get the Blues") [born in Blowing Roc k, 
NC] 

mato plant (we consider the former tobacco field soil at 
our house too dangerous for food crops!), but not fields of 
garden.  We'd buy local veggies but we don't know IF the 
place in Doe Valley is going to be there (it is also incon-
veniently located). We try to make it to the Johnson 
County Farmer's Market. It's such a great thing. 

13. Will not plant a garden this year ... but, thank God fo r the 
Farmer's Market that sells local produce!!!! I will cer-
tainly buy there.  

14. Yes, I am planting a garden.  I will plant potatoes, b eans, 
corn, onions, cabbage, tomatoes.  If I did not plant a ga r-
den, I would purchase fruits & vegetables that are grown 
locally. 

15. Community garden by Sierra Club group, will supple-
ment fresh local veggies from Farmers Market, which w ill 
open May 1. 

16. No garden; but do plan on buying local fruits & veggies.  
17. I am planting a garden but it is small.  Sweet corn, h alf-

runners, cucumbers, squash, tomatoes, green peppers and 
onions with a row of potatoes for graveling.  I buy pota-
toes locally. 

18. Yes on the garden. 
19. No, I will buy locally when I can get them. 
20. Yes, already have it started.  Had some kale winter over 

so have been harvesting that for about 2 weeks.  Planting 
the whole range of stuff, for fresh, canning and freezing.  
Probably go down to Chucky to get several bushels of can-
ning tomatoes, unless I can find organic ones locally. 

21. Yes, potatoes, tomatoes, carrots, beets, cucumbers, 
squash, beans, corn, kale, lettuce, spinach, herbs, and 
pumpkins.  Love the Farmers Market! 

22. As there are only 2 in our family, I won't plant a garden.   
Probably just some tomatoes plants.  Thank God for our 
friends and neighbors that keep us well supplied.  But, 
flowers are a different story! Lots and lots of flowers.  
Will purchase fruits in season.  YES, everything will b e 
bought locally. 

23. Both. We raise a few veggies in raised beds and purchase 
the others from the local grocers and the Farmers Mar-
ket. Veggies are one item for which we don't have shop 
out of town.  

24. Planting garden. 
25. Planting a garden is a four letter word (WORK!). I'm tr y-

ing not to do four letter words anymore. We'll buy our 
produce where we can, and if it's local that's OK with u s. 

26. Yes, we are planting a garden this year.  Cabbage, broc-
coli, beets, carrots, spinach, chard, onions, peas and p ota-
toes are already planted.  Other things will be planted 
through the summer.  We'll be going to the Johnson 
County Farmers Market to sell the extra we grow. 

27. We have planted a garden for the past four years and we 
usually plant tomatoes, corn, potatoes to name a few, bu t 
much more. 

28. I don't generally plant a garden, but I do keep herbs in 
pots.  I try to buy as many of my fruits and vegetables at 
the Farmers' Market as I can. 

29. My daughter puts out a huge garden and usually shar es 
with me, so no on the garden. I will, however, be buying 
more local produce from the farmers market. 

30. No, and yes. 
 
 

Question: Are you planning/planting a garden this 
year? What all are you planting? If no garden, will you 
purchase fruits and vegetables that are grown locally? 
 
1. No garden. Yes on local purchasing. 
2. I’m not physically able to garden. And yes, I’m anx-

ious for the first locally grown tomatoes to appear 
at the farmers market! 

3. Yes; red potatoes, white potatoes, cucumbers, can-
taloupe, watermelons, garlic, white and red onions, 
Indian corn, sweet corn, Thai peppers, cayenne pep-
pers, bell peppers, mustard greens, collards, Swiss 
chard, sweet peas, squash, zucchini, pole beans, 
bush beans, green cabbage, red cabbage, chamo-
mile, spearmint, peppermint, red raspberries, 
golden raspberries, black raspberries, blackberries, 
strawberries, lettuce, radishes, mesclun, carrots, 
spinach, and tomatoes. 

4. You betcha!  I will plant lettuce, spinach, radishes, 
potatoes, corn (and lots of it I hope), peas, beans, 
tomatoes, pumpkins. We have strawberries and 
asparagus and rhubarb coming on. I will freeze and 
can until I refuse to do any more. I will also go to 
the Farmers' Market for things I don't grow. I'm all 
for food grown locally. 

5. Yes, I've already started my garden.  My family and 
I have been increasing the size of our shared gar-
den over the last couple of years.  We plant potatoes 
(red/white), a variety of onions, plenty of tomatoes, 
beans, various peppers, lettuce, corn, squash, cu-
cumbers, carrots, herbs and usually try something 
new in the garden every year.  I also purchase lo-
cally grown produce if I find something I'm looking 
for.  If the garden does well we can as much as pos-
sible to eat on throughout the year.  The only green 
beans I've eaten since last summer came from our 
garden.  

6. We put in a garden every year.  We hope to grow 
potatoes, onions, lettuce, corn, beans, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, sweet potatoes, eggplant, squash, pep-
pers, carrots, radishes and beets.  We usually grow 
enough for ourselves as well as other families in 
our community.  It's a joy to be able to share with 
others. 

7. Of course I’m planting a garden. We are planting 
eggplant, cabbage, broccoli, tomatoes, corn, pota-
toes, snap beans, bell peppers, hot peppers, carrots, 
yellow and zucchini squash, beets, spinach, greens, 
lettuce, and asparagus. 

8. I hope to get in peas, lettuce, Brusells sprouts, 
herbs via seed.  The buy tomato, cucumber, green 
pepper plants and put in onion sets. 

9. Yes, the usual, tomatoes, beans, corn, cucumbers, 
squash, potatoes, 
some type of greens, 
and peppers.  I usu-
ally buy some pro-
duce to can and 
freeze. 
10. Yes and yes. 
 Corn, tomatoes, hot 
peppers; the basics. 
11. I’m not going to 
raise a garden. I live 
by myself and it is 
much easier to buy. I 
do buy locally if it is 
available. Usually I 
stop at the farmer’s 
market on Saturday. 
12. We have a large 
container for a to-
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Samsung issues warning regarding 3D TV 
3D Viewing Conditions: 
* To watch in 3D mode, you need to put the 3D Active 

Glasses on and press the power button on top of the 
glasses. Fluorescent lighting may cause a flickering effect 
and direct sunlight may affect the operation of the 3D 
glasses. Turn off all fluorescent lighting and block s ources 
of direct sunlight before watching in 3D mode. 

Photosensitive Seizure Warning and Other Health Risks 
* Some viewers may experience an epileptic seizure or 

stroke when exposed to certain flashing images or lights 
contained in certain television pictures or video games. If 
you or any of your family has a history of epilepsy or 
stroke, please consult with a medical specialist before us-
ing the 3D function. 

* If you experience any of the following symptoms, imme-
diately stop watching 3D pictures and consult a medical  
specialist: (1) altered vision; (2) lightheadedness; (3)  dizzi-
ness; (4) involuntary movements such as eye or muscle 
twitching; (5) confusion; (6) nausea; (7) loss of awaren ess; 
(8) convulsions; (9) cramps; and/or (10) disorientation . Par-
ents should monitor and ask their children about the 
above symptoms as children and teenagers may be more 
likely to experience these symptoms than adults. 

* Viewing in 3D mode may also cause motion sickness, 
perceptual after effects, disorientation, eye strain, and d e-
creased postural stability. It is recommended that users  

take frequent breaks to lessen the likelihood of these ef-
fects. If you have any of the above symptoms, immediately 
discontinue use of this device and do not resume until the  
symptoms have subsided. 

* We do not recommend watching 3D if you are in bad 
physical condition, need sleep or have been drinking alco-
hol. 

* Watching TV while sitting too close to the screen for an 
extended period of time may damage your eyesight. The 
ideal viewing distance should be at least three times the 
height of the TV screen. It is recommended that the 
viewer's eyes are level with the screen. 

* Watching TV while wearing 3D Active Glasses for an 
extended period of time may cause headaches or fatigue. If 
you experience a headache, fatigue or dizziness, stop 
watching TV and rest. 

* Do not use the 3D Active Glasses for any purpose other 
than viewing 3D television. Wearing the 3D Active Glasses 
for any other purpose (as general spectacles, sunglasses, 
protective goggles, etc.) may physically harm you or 
weaken your eyesight. 

* Viewing in 3D mode may cause disorientation for some 
viewers. DO NOT place your television near open stair-
wells, cables, balconies or other objects that may cause you  
to injure yourself.  

http://www.samsung.com/au/tv/warning.html  

Students in Bangkok raise recycling 
awareness 
A community of students in Bangkok 

are teaching adults the importance of 
measuring one’s carbon footprint. San-
gam Malani, a student at KIS Interna-
tional School in Bangkok, decided to form 
an Environmental Committee, which 
would sell cloth bags, recycled plastics 
and reusable water bottles at his school 
fair. 
Together, the students formed their own 

booth and promised to donate 100 Baht 
from whatever they made to an organiza-
tion called “Bring the Elephant Home,” 
which aims to restore the natural habitat 
of elephants by planting more trees. 
“We were selling the bags smartly. How-

ever, as the day wore on, the customers began to ignore 
us,” Malani says. “I realized that many of our customers  
didn’t understand what we meant when we talked about 
carbon footprint. And at the end of the day, when I found  
out that we failed to break even, I noted that next time we 
would use simpler phrases to get our message across.” 

This initial setback did not deter Malani and his Env i-
ronmental Committee from doing more good work for his 
community. Shortly after the school fair, the Environ-

mental Committee placed new recy-
cling bins around campus to encour-
age students to recycle their plas-
tics. Malani adds, “Despite setbacks, 
what we did was that we made an 
effort to recycle.” 

General Motors to release revolu-
tionary electric car 

General Motors, the largest auto-
mobile manufacturer in the United 

By Katherine J. Chen  
 
On April 22, countries around the world 

will gather together to celebrate the 
Earth in one of the most historic environ-
mental events of the year: Earth Day. 

Founded by former U.S. Senator Gay-
lord Nelson of Wisconsin, the first Earth 
Day took place in 1970 and was origi-
nally intended as a collective environ-
mental protest “to shake up the political 
establishment and force the issue onto 
the national agenda.” 

Today, the celebration of Earth Day is 
primarily aimed at raising awareness 
and encouraging everyday citizens 
around the world to do their part in pre-
serving the Earth, from recycling to re-
ducing one’s carbon footprint. 

Celebrations of Earth Day are as diverse as the cultures 
themselves. The real beauty of this holiday, however, is 

the sheer range of 
events that take place 
in every country. 
Here are a couple of 
highlights to watch out 
for, both big and small. 

The Best Earth Day Events 

 

 

The Earth Day Network is or-
ganizing a climate rally at The 

National Mall in an effort to en-
courage Congress to pass effec-

tive clean energy and climate 
legislation in 2010.  

Photo: Flickr/thisisbossi 

 



"In the early days of the Indian Ter-
ritory, there were no such things as 

birth certificates. You being there 
was certificate enough." 

~ William Penn Adair "Will" Rogers, 
1879-1935, Cherokee-American cow-
boy, humorist, vaudeville performer 

& actor 
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The legislature is about to fix some-

thing that has made no logical sense, 
will make Tennessee a safer place to 
live, and won't cost taxpayers a penny. 
Seriously. 

Right now, a convicted petty thief in 
Tennessee — someone who steals less 
than $1,000 worth of stuff — will serve 
time in the slammer. At the same time, 
someone who robs you at gunpoint will 
probably serve less than a third of his 
prison sentence. 

It's a system that allows the scariest 
bad guys to see prison doors as an 
amusement park turnstile. Instead of 
serving eight years, they serve just 
over two. And the numbers do not lie: 
when they get out, almost every one of 
them will commit another violent 
crime. 

"We have 600 people in jail cells that 
have committed crimes of $1,000 or 
less," said Rep. Gary Odom, sponsor of 
a bill that would keep armed robbers in 
prison longer. 

"Meanwhile, we've got someone who 
put a gun in someone's face, who will 
end up serving two years and a few 
months. We don't have enough jail cells 
to keep the guy who committed armed 
robbery in a cell. It should be the most 
violent offenders we have in cells and 
not petty thieves." 

To view the complete article, visit: 
h t t p : / / w w w . t e n n e s s e a n . c o m /

a r t i c l e / 2 0 1 0 0 4 0 6 /
C O L U M N I S T 0 1 0 1 / 4 0 6 0 3 3 2 / - 1 /
NLETTER01?source=nletter-news 

Sentenc-
ing fix 
would 
make Ten-
nessee a 
safer 
place 
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and if I ignored them they would just go 
away.  However, today the environment has be-
come a number one concern of our government 
and most of us. 

Today the call is to make the planet greener. 
They don’t mean literally green like the color, but 
more environmentally green. The push is on for 
renewable energy for future generations, less de-
pendency on fossil fuels and more green jobs to 
create a new green economy. It all sounds good to 
me because I have been working in green jobs 
since I was large enough to help with the chores 
around our family farm. Agriculture has always 
been green and if you want to go green, agricul-
ture is the way to go. 

Earth Day is everyday on Tennessee’s farms. 
Farmers today are embracing new technology, 
adopting new farming methods, producing renew-
able fuels and investing in business services to 
help them excel in an environmentally sensitive 
world. They have gone green by maintaining over 
1.3 million acres of grass waterways, allowing 
water to flow naturally from crops without erod-
ing soil. They use contour farming, planting crops 
around hillsides instead of up and down, which 
keeps soil from washing away. 

It is good to have an Earth Day to talk about 
what is needed to save our environment, but it is 
more important to be doing something about 
it.  If you want to go green, support our Earth’s 
first green industry: agriculture, which will be 
much more important than Hamburger Hinder to 
feed those extra folks in 2050. And, to celebrate 
the day, I think I’ll do something different. I’ll try 
Turkey Hinder. 

Pettus L. Read is Director of Communications 
for the Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation.  He 
may be contacted by e-mail at pread@tfbf.com  

 

B.A.D .  IDEA NEWS™  
THE BEST LOCAL NEWS AND V IEWS 

By Pettus L. Read  
 

By 2050, Nine Billion Folks To Feed 
 
When one starts fending for himself, it is amazing what  food 

source a single man can retrieve from today’s modern food outl ets. 
While shopping recently for my staples of oatmeal, lite-bread,  green 
salad makings and chicken thighs (which if you’re smar t can make 
a lot of meals once baked by the gross in a Pyrex dish), I discovered 
the aisle made for us single guys who expound to be self-suffi cient, 
but really are not. There to my amazement were all sorts of b oxed 
goods containing ingredients, mostly noodles, to make full meals by 
just adding milk and meat from any animal you feel compel led to 
eat. Each item’s box label professed that in a matter of m inutes you 
could be cooking like the man that hollers “bam” on TV wit h just 
about the same results. 

Being pretty gullible and really hungry, I choose the stor e brand 
Hamburger Hinder and drooled all the way to the checkout, pi cking 
up a pound of ground meat on the way. The car wouldn’t go fast 
enough so I could get my gourmet meal started and on the tabl e. 

Carefully following the instructions, I poured, mixed and  sim-
mered all of the ingredients of the Hamburger Hinder in a cov ered 
skillet, which I discovered was almost too small, but wor ked all the 
same to achieve my final results. Those results were e nough Ham-
burger Hinder to feed all of the children of Israel after cross ing the 
Red Sea. I must say the results where also very tasty, if I do say so 
myself. And, speaking of the children of Israel, being a p erson of 
only one eating this meal, I determined that the manna that they 
ate in the Wilderness must have been Hamburger Hinder bec ause 
even after I had all I could eat, the leftovers seemed to grow each 
time I ate it for the next five days. 

One night as I ate my Hamburger Hinder for the umpteenth t ime, 
I got to thinking about how many folks I could have fed wi th the 
beginning dish of this magical concoction. Just the amou nt that had 
spilled onto the electric range eyes and into the lower area b eneath 
the elements, which I must remember to clean out some day, c ould 
have made a difference for a small army. I read somewhere t he 
other day that by the year 2050 there is going to be 9 billi on people 
to feed instead of the current 6.8 billion, so that means ther e will 
still be a place 40 years from now for Hamburger Hinder.  In fact, I 
think what I’ve got in plastic bowls in my refrigerator  right now will 
still be around, because I’m sure it grows every night wh en I close 
the door and the little light goes out. 

Maybe I can work Hamburger Hinder into this year’s Earth Day 
celebration. It has got to be environmentally safe because it h as so 
many uses and it got its start about the same time Earth Day came 
about. This year marks the 40th anniversary of Earth Day , which 
began way back in 1970 when I was a senior in college. Som e of the 
individuals who first proposed and supported the original idea were 
some of my friends who were an unusual group that my genera tion 
called “hippies.” They wanted immediate laws to protect wh at they 
called “mother earth” and got involved in protecting the en viron-
ment. I must say I thought they were just a little on the w eird side 

 Read All About It 
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As mentioned, I found my green career path some-
what by accident. I have no formal qualifications in ar -
eas related to topics such as renewable energy, and I 
certainly don't have what's commonly known as a 
"Green MBA". Heck, I didn't even finish high school, 
and the first 10 years of my post-school life was a haz e 
consisting mainly of getting into trouble, doing jobs 
here and there and certainly nothing glamorous. 

My background since the mid '90s was computers 
(pretty much self taught), then moving on to online 
marketing and web site content development (also self 
taught). In 2001, I began working for an online service 
with an owner who was environmentally conscious. We 
simply started weaving some of those leanings into day-
to-day business, and in the process I was starting to 
establish a little green street-cred. 

Around four years later, I started Green Living Tips, 
as the green bug had really bit me in a big way. I was 
horrified by what I was learning about our modern life-
styles and fascinated with solutions. I also started a 
project to clean up and monitor local bushland. 

Shortly afterwards, consultancy jobs relating to vari-
ous green businesses started being offered to me – and 
it wasn't just my "green" activities business owners 
were interested in; it was also my previous history re-
lated to the online world. The fact I understood green 
living concepts was a bonus, as they knew I would go 
about activities a little differently to traditional ap-
proaches. 

Aside from Green Living Tips and a few other online 
projects, I now currently consult for a renewable energy 
company on a pretty much full-time basis, from home. 

While I'm not saying you should start up a Green-
Living-Tips-type site as a magic bullet solution if you  
don't have relevant qualifications, if you run a blog or 
web site like so many people do these days, don't let 
your green candle be hidden under a bushel – strut 
your stuff, demonstrate your knowledge, express your 
passion. If you don't have a site or blog, consider getting 
involved in community environmental projects. Aside 
from the good you'll do, it may also help you make con-
nections. 

Doing these things may not see employers beating a 
path to your door, but you'll have something to show 
them when you beat a path to theirs that demonstrates 
your interest isn't just a passing fad. 

Think also about your current skill set and how that 
could be useful to a green business or sector. Weave the 
transferability of your skills into your CV [curriculum 
vitae (Latin for "course of life"), a/k/a a résumé] and 
application letters. 

Green careers resource sites 
Bear in mind that while green business currently gets 

a lot of attention from the media, and green jobs are 
heralded as The Next Big Thing, the green employment 
revolution is just beginning.  

Green jobs can be hard to define and locate, but there 
are a few online destinations that have green career 
resources and/or job sections, including: 

http://www.greenjobspider.com/ 

Finding green jobs and careers  
  
By Michael Bloch  

Reprinted with permission from:  
www.greenlivingtips.com  
Green Living Tips is an online resource 

powered by renewable energy offering a 
wide variety of earth friendly tips, green 
guides, advice and environment related 
news to help consumers and business reduce costs, consump-
tion and environmental impact on the planet. 

Owner and editor of Green Living Tips, Michael Bloch i s an 
environmentalist and entrepreneur who hails from Seac liff 
Park, South Australia. 

Green jobs and careers - how and where to find 
them 
 

A natural extension of pursuing a green life at home, for 
many, is to seek employment more in line with their environ-
mental views.  

I've been fortunate enough to work in green-type jobs for 
nearly a decade now and fell into a green-oriented career by 
accident – if there's any such thing.  

What is a green job anyway? 
Green collar employment often stirs up visions of solar pan-

els and wind turbines. While it's very true that green c areers 
are heavily based on sustainability concepts and often aroun d 
cutting edge, high tech equipment, it doesn't necessaril y 
mean they are about these themes all the time. It's just a  
matter of perception. 

For example, it could be said that any employment that in-
volves telecommuting is a green job, as commuting to and 
from work daily involves a substantial environmental impa ct 
(unless you ride a bicycle or walk, of course). Working in  a 
recycling center on a sorting line is a very green job to my  
way of thinking – and by the way, cheers to all those folk s 
engaged in that sort of work – you are environmental heroes! 

Making your own job a green one 
Something to consider if you're loathe to change jobs, is to 

help the company you work with "go green". Many companies 
are switching on to the concept of green business being good 

business and the triple bottom line, 
but they just need some help to 
find their way. By identifying is-
sues within the company you work 
for and presenting solutions, you 
never know – you may wind up 
becoming that company's first En-
vironmental Officer! 

A word of advice – do this initial 
footwork on your own time, 
not the company's – just in 
case. Some employers may 
not take too kindly to you 
performing unauthorised 
tasks on the company's 
dime. Also, be careful in 
how you present the infor-
mation. Approach it from 
an "I'd like to suggest" 
style rather than "thou 
shalt". Very important, 
don't just focus on the 
warm and fuzzy tree-
hugger aspects, but also 
bottom line stuff – how 
going green could save the 
company money.  
Gaining green employ-

ment is often a journey 
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Green Career Central helps you make 
sense of the green economy, gain clarity 

about your green career focus and get re-
sults by taking focused actions to achieve 

your green career goals: 
http://www.greenlivingtips.com/bb/

click.php?id=5  

 

 

 



  SECTION A ~ PAGE 10 Monday, April 19, 2010 B.A.D .  IDEA NEWS™  
THE BEST LOCAL NEWS AND V IEWS Monday, April 19, 2010   SECTION A ~ PAGE 10 

B.A.D .  IDEA NEWS™  
THE BEST LOCAL NEWS AND V IEWS 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) is proposing to include additional emis-
sions sources in its first-ever national manda-
tory greenhouse gas (GHG) reporting system. 
The data from these sectors will provide a bet-
ter understanding of where GHGs are coming 
from and will help EPA and businesses develop 
effective policies and programs to reduce emis-
sions.  

“Gathering this information is the first step 
toward reducing greenhouse emissions and fos-
tering innovative technologies for the clean en-
ergy future,” said EPA Administrator Lisa P. 
Jackson. “It’s especially important to track po-
tent gases like methane, which traps more than 
20 times as much heat as carbon and acceler-
ates climate change. Once we know where we 
must act, American innovators and entrepre-
neurs can develop new technologies to protect 
our atmosphere and fight climate change.”  

EPA finalized the first-ever mandatory green-
house gas reporting requirement in October of 
2009. That rule required 31 industry sectors, 
covering 85 percent of total U.S. GHG emis-
sions, to track and report their emissions.  

In addition to those 31 industries, the agency 
is now proposing to collect emissions data from 
the oil and natural gas sector, industries that 
emit fluorinated gases, and from facilities that 
inject and store carbon dioxide (CO2) under-
ground for the purposes of geologic sequestra-
tion or enhanced oil and gas recovery. Methane 
is the primary GHG emitted from oil and natu-
ral gas systems and is more than 20 times as 
potent as CO2 at warming the atmosphere, 
while fluorinated gases are even stronger and 
can stay in the atmosphere for thousands of 
years. Data collected from facilities that inject 
CO2 underground would enable EPA to track 
the amount of CO2 that is injected and in some 
cases require a monitoring strategy for detect-
ing potential emissions to the atmosphere.  

The data will also allow businesses to track 
their own emissions, compare them to similar 
facilities, and identify cost effective ways to 
reduce their emissions in the future.  

Requirements 
target potent 
and persistent 
greenhouse 
gases  

contd. on p. 21 
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Church. The joy of his life was his wonderful daughter, hi s 
Lord, and loved to read the bible. 

Bob is survived by his loving daughter, Tierra Ward of 
Mountain City, five sisters, Kathy Morefield and husban d 
Billy of Mountain City, Gladys Smith of Portsmouth Va., 
Gay Ward and husband Roger of Elizabethton, Shirley 
Neatherly and Amy Ward of Kingsport; brother Tracy 
Ward and wife Sandy of Laurel Bloomery; special nephew 
Clark Ward of Laurel Bloomery; several other nieces and  
nephews; and the mother of his daughter, Nicole Sum-
merow. 

The family will receive friends on Monday, April 19, 2010  
from 6:00 until 7:00 p.m. from Mountain City Funeral 
Home with funeral service to follow at 7:00 p.m. with 
Preacher Billy Morefield to officiate.  

Pallbearers will be Roger Lambert, Steve Mann, Billy 
Morefield, Benny Rupard, Hunter Buchanan and Michael 
Blevins.  

Honorary pallbearers will be Clark Ward and his many 
special friends. The committal service and interment wi ll 
be conducted at 11:00 a.m. Tuesday in Dyson Grove Ceme-
tery.  

The family will also receive friends at the home of his 
sister, Kathy Morefield, 617 Hospital Hill Lane, Mountain 
City or his brother, Tracy Ward, 7530 Highway 91 N., Lau-
rel Bloomery.  

Condolences may be sent to the family through our web-
site at www.mountaincityfuneralhome.com or by email at 
mountaincityfh@embarqmail.com  

 The family of Robert D. “Bob” Ward has entrusted his 
services to Mountain City Funeral Home of 224 S. Church 
Street, Mountain City, TN 37683. 

 
DONNA MARIE ‘DONNIE’ BURTON 

Donna Marie ‘Donnie’ Burton, 
age 73, of Boone, North Carolina, 
went home to be with her Lord and 
Savior on Tuesday, April 13, 2010 
at the Johnson City Medical Cen-
ter.  She was born on June 8, 1936 
to the late Don and Bina Dotson of 
Sugar Grove, North Carolina.  She 
was well known for the wonderful 
love she shared with her friends 
and family.  She dearly loved her 
son, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, husband and all of 
her many friends.  She was a great example for the Lord in 
all that she did.  She loved giving to others and always 
made sure to put a smile on everyone’s face.  Donnie 

shared many smiles with others as 
people greeter at Wal-Mart.  She 
loved to garden, dance and cherished 
being a mother, grandmother, great 
grandmother, sister, friend to many 
and a loving wife.  Donnie will be 
missed dearly by all.   
In addition to her parents, she was 

preceded in death by her first hus-
band Lon Burton; brother, Walt 
Dotson; and nephew, Christopher 
Dotson. 
Survivors include her son, Danny 

Burton of Butler, Tennessee; daugh-
ter-in-law, Cindy Guy of Boone, 
North Carolina; grandchildren:  
Tonya Burton of Butler, Tennessee; 
William and Melissa Robinson of 
Mountain City, Tennessee; great 
grandchildren:  Danielle, Dalton and 
Desirea Robinson all of Mountain 
City, Tennessee; brothers:  Robert 
and Billie Dotson of Sugar Grove, 

ROBERT JAMES NEAL 
Robert James Neal, age 71, of Mountain City, Tennessee, 

passed away on Saturday, April 10, 
2010 at the Mountain City Care Center.  
He was born on August 9, 1938, a son of 
the late Clarence and Mary Harmon 
Neal. He was a member of the Mountain 
City Church of Christ. James was a 
wonderful son, brother, father and 
grandfather and will be truly missed by 
all those that loved him. 

In addition to his parents, James was 
preceded in death by his wife, Stella 
Mae Heath Neal, sisters; Virgie Neal, 
Goldie Hall and Shirley Jennings and a niece, Stella 
(Teddy) Phillips. 

James is survived by his daughters, Deborah Ann Smith  
and husband, Kenneth of Kingsport; Brenda Kay Potter 
and husband Mark of Mountain City, TN and Frederis 
Henry and husband Michael of Pennsylvania; sisters, 
Georgia Cox and husband Ed of Delaware and Brenda Sue 
Wallace and husband Ted of Shady Valley, TN; brother, 
Clarence Junior Neal and wife Margie of Smyrna, TN; 
seven grandchildren, Cory James Linkous, Amanda Grace 
Linkous, Kevin Mark Potter, Orion Moses, Buddy Smith, 
Candice Smith and Susan Nelson, great-grandchildren, 
Kayle Smith, Elijah Nelson and Timothy Nelson and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

The Memorial Service was held on Thursday, April 15, 
2010 at 7:00 p.m. from Mountain City Funeral Home with  
Tommy Johnson, Minister officiating. 

Memorials may be made to the Johnson County Emer-
gency Rescue Squad, Inc., 203 Vandilla St., Mountain Ci ty, 
TN  37683 or the American Diabetes Association, 1701 
North Beauregard St., Alexandria, VA  22311 

Condolences may be sent to the family online at 
www.mountaincityfuneralhome.com or mountain-
cityfh@embarqmail.com  

The family of Robert James Neal has entrusted his ser-
vices to Mountain City Funeral Home, 224 S. Church 
Street, Mountain City, TN 37683. 

 
ROBERT D. “BOB” WARD 

Robert D.”Bob” Ward, age 61 of Mountain City, passed 
away on Friday, April 16, 2010 at his residence. He was  
born on August 22, 1948 to the late Robert Dana Ward and 
Bonnie Potter Ward. He was a veteran of the United 
States Army. Bob was a member of Dyson Grove Baptist 
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~ Things To Do ~ 

For Sale:  1994 14 x 70 Clayton Mobile Home for sale, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath.  Almost new electric stove and fridge, w/d  
and d/w included.  Very good condition.  Must be moved.  
$8,000.00.  Call 727-9466. 

For Rent: Commercial space, approximately 800 sq. ft. at 518 
S. Church Street. For information, call 336.977.0670. 

For Sale:   Nearly new SCOOTER Jazzy 614 
HD. Heavy duty, wide seat mobility chair with 
oxygen bracket, removable/adjustable leg/foot 
rests, safety belt, owners manual/
documentation. $2,000. If you qualify for Medi-
care, get it through them – probably at no cost. 
If you do not qualify, this is a wonderful price 
for this model and condition of chair. Can be 
seen in Mountain City. Call 423 727-1227 
(leave message if no answer) or email pete@keltenn.com 

For Sale:  Pair of used crutches (aluminum, australian) and 
folding wide walker with glide inserts in legs. $5 for c rutches, 
$15 for walker – take one or both. Can be seen in Mountain City. 
Call 423 727-1227 (leave message if no answer) or email  
pete@keltenn.com 

For Sale:  Heavy duty lift chair, wide seat, emergency power 
pack in case lights go out, excellent condition, blue, wit h owners 
manual. $150. Can be seen in Mountain City. Call 423 7 27-1227 
(leave message if no answer) or email pete@keltenn.com. 

For Sale : Kimball Piano.  Good Condition. $600 OBO. Just 
recently reconditioned.  Call 727-8802 leave message or cal l 828-
773-4757 to come see. 

PRICE REDUCTION!!!  Hubert Taylor Road off 167/Forge 
Creek road. 1/2 acre with creek and road frontage; two sou rces of 
spring water, electricity, driveway and septic tank al ready in 
place. Hi speed internet available. One older outbuilding , several 
garden spots and a 14 by 64 trailer with three bedrooms, two 
baths. Trailer needs work to be livable. Was $19,500 . Now  
$16,500. 30 minutes to Boone, NC and Abingdon, VA One hour to 
ETSU college. Appalachian trail and many more natural w on-
ders. Go to http://www.johnsoncountytn.org/ download the d irec-
tory for more info on area Also three acres across road. Mo stly 
wooded and steep with old logging road up to flat, possib le build-
ing spot. Nice views. Was $15,500. Now $12,500 Both w ere 
$33,500. Now $28,000. Call 802-839-9581 for more inf o or email 
bbartmetal@gmail.com 

For sale : 2002 BMW R1150RS.  36K miles.  New tires with 
radar detector and GPS mounted.  Runs like new.  Best  offer over 
$7000.   727-6497 

Volunteers needed:  The Humane Society Pet Adoption Center 
is operated solely with volunteers, and we are in need of a ddi-
tional people who would like to dedicate a little time to the care 
for our dogs and cats awaiting adoption. Please call Janet  Grif-
fith, 727-5037 or 768-0896, for further information. 

For Rent: Smaller 3 bedroom/ two bath  fully and nicely fur-
nished house with basement garage  for rent ONLY to couple s 
building a home in the area. New appliances. Pet OK.  (with de-
posit). Located off Hwy. 91 between Mountain City and Da mas-
cus, VA. $600 plus utilities. Lease and deposit requi red. 423-727-

~ Classifieds ~ 

Please read: Notice of deadlines for classifieds and community a nnounce-
ments:  New entries, or changes to existing entries , must be turned in by 5 
p.m. on Fridays. All entries must be in electronic format (in the body of an 
email or as an attachment).  Entries will run one m onth at a time but you 
may renew your ad by resubmitting. Business ads will be published for a 
charge . Thank you. 

nitely a “don’t miss” since this show was nominated fo r 
nine Tonies on Broadway and won two. AND, because the 
JCHS Drama Dept. is known for their dedication to quali ty 
and entertainment.  

Also, on Thursday, May 13, at 7:30 pm, Heritage Hall 
will be featuring a benefit concert for Second Harvest Food  
Bank which serves several agencies in our community. The 
program, entitled “Bluegrass Stomp”, will feature the dy-
namic Johners from Chilhowie. General admission is only 
$1 plus one or more nonperishable food items (cereal, rice, 
beans, peanut butter, canned tuna, canned fruit, etc.) for 
Second Harvest.  

Supporting Heritage Hall helps to build community. It’s  
also affordable and convenient, since you DON’T HAVE 
TO LEAVE TOWN. For additional information regarding 
Heritage Hall events, call 423-727-7444, leave a message 
with your name and number, and a staff member will re-
turn your call within 48 hours. OR, visit the Box Offic e, 
126 College St., on Tues-Fri., between 12:00 & 2:00, or 
check the website  www.heritagehalltheatre.org.    

PLEASE NOTE: Calling all Johnson County songwriters: 
If you’re interested in auditioning for the July 17 I nde-
pendent Songwriters Tour, you need to submit 2 original 
songs, along with your name, phone number, email ad-
dress & include these words- July 17,Mtn.City, “Indie 
Songwriters Tour”  by email to howler@howler.biz as soon 
as possible. If your music is selected to be part of the sh ow, 
you will be contacted to perform that evening and to be 
part of a compilation CD.  

Sobriety Checkpoints: The Johnson County Sheriff’s 
Department, in partnership with the A.C.T.I.O.N. Coali -
tion, will be conducting a sobriety checkpoint within the 
county during the week of April 18, 2010. 

During the week of May 16, 2010 Times: 9:00pm-12:00 
midnight. Location(s): TN HWY 67 

During the week of June 6, 2010 Times: 9:00pm-12:00 
midnight. Location(s): US HWY 421 

During the week of July 1, 2010 Times: 9:00pm-12:00 
midnight. Location(s): TN HWY 167 

During the week of August 8, 2010 Times: 9:00pm-12:0 0 
midnight. Location(s): TN HWY 91 

During the week of September 12, 2010 Times: 9:00pm-
12:00 midnight. Location(s): US HWY 421 

Cans to Cash Program: The A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalition/
Johnson County Volunteer Center is partnering with 
Mountain City Builders Supply to recycle aluminum cans 
to fund youth programming in the county.  You can drop 
your aluminum cans off at Mountain City Builders Supply  
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.  The cans must be 
in bags when they are dropped off.  For further informa-
tion on the collection of aluminum cans, you may contact 
Denise Woods at 727-0780 or Rob Lewis at 727-8281. 

Trade Community Park : Every Saturday night begin-
ning at 7 p.m. we will have music and dancing. Clogg ing, 2 
step, line dancing, slow dancing, something for everyone.  
Admission is inexpensive and concessions will be availabl e. 
Come on out and join us for some foot stompin’ fun and 
bring all your friends too. All proceeds go to help ongoing 
renovations in our park/community center.   

Children's Storytime : Join us at the Johnson County 
Library the second Friday of each month for stories and 
poems. The theme for April will be stories with rhyme and 
rhythm. Hope to see you there! 

Free Medical Service : Crossroads Medical Mission, the 
free medical service, sponsored by the United Methodist 
Church, normally comes to Mountain City’s St. Anthony’ s 
Church, where a food pantry is also located, on the first 
Thursday of each month. Next scheduled visit is May 6 . 
Patients are seen beginning at 9:00. Crossroads is a mobil e 
medical clinic and Christian mission providing free heal th-
care to the uninsured and underserved of the Mountain 
Empire. The Doctor’s Office on Wheels provides medical 
care and can often help with testing, labwork, minor sur-
geries, and in some instances medications. For more infor-
mation, call Crossroads Office at 276-466-1600. Sche dules 
and directions can found on the internet at 
www.crossroadsmedicalmission.org.  If schools in the are a 
are closed for weather, the clinic will be canceled.  

Win a Motorcycle!  The Iron Mountain Riders of Moun-
tain City are raffling off a 2007 Harley Davidson XL8 83 to 

contd. on p. 27 
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Heritage Hall News : Heritage Hall Theatre features great 
entertainment at reasonable prices. 

Reserve a date on your calendar for the Community Theatre ’s 
On Golden Pond, the powerful story of directed by Dean 
Whitworth. When an elderly couple find themselves looking  after 
the teenage son of their daughter’s partner, they begin to develop 
a deeper understanding of their of relationship. You’ll have six 
dates to choose from: April 23,24,25 & 30, May 1& 2.  

On Fri., Sat., &Sun., May 7-9, the talented JCHS Playe rs, un-
der the direction of Lisa Zeggert, will present Into the Woods,  
Stephen Sondheim’s musical which offers a unique concept  of 
popular fairy tales. To end a witch's curse, a baker an d his wife 
venture into the woods and encounter Little Red Riding H ood, 
Cinderella, Jack (of beanstalk fame), and Rapunzel. Thi s is defi-
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Johnson County Sheriff’s Department Report ford, 75103/ DOSL 1st  
Brian L Brown , prelim, Fallin, state to notify, 75710/ 
Seatbelt/ Thp Musick, 75710-B/ Reg Viol, 75710-C/ No 
Ins, 75709/ Vehicular Assault  
Tony Lee Brown , 76005/ Speeding/ Thp Wills, 
76005-B/ No Ins  
Cody W Bryant , 76083/ Speeding/ Thp Tester  
Linda Michelle Byrd , 76092/ Speeding/ Thp Wills  
Erica Shawntey Christian , 75034/ Allowing Unlic 
driver to Drive/ Thp Lunceford  
Amber Rayann Coffey , RO Smith, 76026/ Init Proc-
ess to Manuf Meth/ Agt McCloud, 76027/ Felony Poss 
Drug Para, 76028/ Agg Child Abuse, 76029/ Drug Free 
School Zone  
Kimberly Lynn Craven , 75943/ Resisting Arrest/ 
Dep Brown, 75944/ Assault on an Officer, 75945/ PI, 
75946/ Disorderly Conduct  
Amber Rose Crews , 76091/ Speeding/ Thp Wills  
Jonathan Edward Crouch , 76093/ Speeding/ Thp 
Wills  
Paul Joseph Daoust Jr , 76100/ Speeding/ Thp Wills  
Kevin Douglas Dickens , 75804/ Worthless Check/ tb 
pif, tb dismissed  
David Michael Dugger , 75876/ Assault as DV/ Dep 
Brown  
Chasity L Eastridge , 75984/ DUI 1st/ Thp Wills, 
75985/ Reg Viol, 75986/ No Ins, 75987/ Allowing Ani-
mals to Run at Large/ Dep Cress  
Virginia Lee Eggers , 76087/ Child restraint device/ 
Thp Wills, 76087-B/ Child Restraint Device  
Erica Hope Eller , 76017/ False Report/ Inv Guinn, 
76018/ Criminal Impersonation, 76019/ Driving w/out 
Lic  
Jonathan H Ellis , trial, RO Smith, state to notify, 
75869/ Disorderly Conduct/ Ptl Putnam, 75870/ Resist-
ing Stop, Frisk, halt, 75871/ Assault on a Correction 
Officer, 1st setting, 73140-V/ VOP/ CCI  
Rita Kay Farmer , 76090/ Speeding/ Thp Wills  
Fransinco Vargas Flores , 73887/ Assault as DV/ 
Dep Dunn, 73888/ Vandalism as DV  
Daniella Lea Gilbert , 75968/ False Info to an Offi-
cer/ Inv Woodard  
Jill S Gilbert , 75929/ Poss of Sch III for Resale/ Agt 
McCloud, 75930/ Poss Sch IV  
Austin Robert Greer , 75935/ DOSL/ Ptl Putnam, 
*capias issued 4/7/10 for DL viol / def was in carter c o 
jail and not transported, 73632/ DL Viol/ Dep Murphy  
Walter Vance Greer , 76096/ Speeding/ Thp Brewer  
Johnny Mitchell Guy , hearing, C. Smith 1:30, state 
to notify, 75734/ Theft of Property O/ $500/ Inv Eller, 
75735/ Criminal Trespass, RO Smith, 75879/ Intro 
Contraband into Penal Facility/ Dep Murphy  
Charles Neil Hawkins , Prelim, RO Smith , 75933/ 
Viol of TN Sex Offender Tracking Act of 2004/ Inv 
Woodard  
Gary Edward Hilton , Jesse, 75794/ DUI/ Thp 
Proffitt, 75795/ VICL, 75796/ Poss Sch I tested 
“Ecstacy”, 75797/ Poss Drug Para  
Jason D Hodge , 86006/ Muffler Law/ Thp Wills, 
86006-B/ No Ins  
Thomas C Hoelscher , 75928/ DL not carried/ Sgt 
Garrison, 75928-B/ No Ins  
John David Hoopaugh , 76007/ Speeding/ Thp Wills  
Matthew James Isaacs , 76110/ DUI 1st/ Dep Brown  
Daniel Wayne Johnson , C Smith 1:30, 76061/ As-
sault/ Lena Dugger  
Karrie Anne Kilby , 75165/ Traffic Control Device/ 
Dep Murphy  
Debra Lynn Latham , RO Smith, 75925/ False ID / 
Thp Wills, 75924/ DL Viol, 75924-B/ Muffler Law, 
75924-C/ No Ins, 75926/ DOSL  

Docket 
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From 04-01-10 to 04-15-10 
 
Heidi R Clevenger , Hwy 421 S, Assault X 2 
Kenneth H Head , Dotson Ln, Driving Under the Influence, Failure 
to Report an Accident, Leaving the Scene of an Accident 
Joseph D Accetta , Cowan Town Rd, Driving On Revoked Drivers 
License 
Crystal L Neace , Raccoon, KY, Driving Under the Influence 
Chad E Pennington , Hwy 91 N, Assault as Domestic Violence 
Jeffery J Brown , Todd, NC, Vandalism, Evading Arrest/Fleeing To 
Avoid Arrest, Public Intoxication 
Donald Foster , New Market, TN, Simple Possession, Introduction of 
Contraband into a Penal, Facility, Possession of Sch III  
Marlena J Roark , Pedro Shoun Ln, Public Intoxication, False Re-
ports, Vandalism 
Jackie E Wallace , Cretsinger Rd, Assault as Domestic Violence 
Cody W Campbell , Boone, NC, Reckless Driving 
Manuel Price , Church Hill, TN, Capias 
Colleen E Stevens , Hwy 421 S, Initiate Process To Manufacture 
Meth, Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia, Aggravated Child  
Abuse/Neglect X 2, Possession Of Sch II, Unlawful Carry ing Or Pos-
session Of A Weapon 
Alicia C Morefield , Elizabethton, TN, Driving Under the Influence, 
Poss of Handgun under the Influence 
Robert J Main , Lilly Ln, Underage Driving While Impaired 
Jeffery O Payne , Hwy 421 N, Driving Under the Influence, Posses-
sion of Sch IV, Poss of Handgun under the Influence, Violat ion of Im-
plied Consent Law 
Doil E Pitts , Johnson City, TN, Capias 
Robert W Courtner , Hamby Ln, Violation of Probation 
Adam L Potter , Cowan Town Rd, Shoplifting, Possession OF Drug 
Paraphernalia 
Cynthia E Ramsey , Maynardville, TN, Possession Of Sch III, Pos-
session Of Sch IV, Possession Of Sch VI, Possession Of Drug Para-
phernalia, Introduction Of Contraband Into Penal Facilit y 
Robert W Courtner , Hamby Ln, Violation of Probation 
Kelly J Gwinn , Pedro Shoun Ln, Violation of Probation 
Joby A Norris , Eastridge Rd, Reckless Endangerment 
Charlie A White , Hwy 67 W, Violation of Order of Protection 
Patrick D Burgess , Forge Creek Rd, Assault 
Neftali S Rosario , Greensboro, NC, Driving On Revoked Drivers 
License, Possession of Sch VI for Resale 
Mitchell L Stout , Forge Creek Rd, Assault 
Patrick A Musgrove , Creston, NC, Resisting Stop/ 
Frisk/Halt/Search, Disorderly Conduct 
Matthew J Osborne , Hospital Hill Rd, Capias 
Clifford H Campbell , Loan Myer Rd, Public Intoxication 
Austin R Greer , Harbin Hill Rd, Capias 
Sarah A Jackson , Hwy 91 N, Driving On Revoked Drivers License 
Amber L Dowell , Pine Orchard Rd, Assault, Domestic Violence 
Lindsey B Hawkins , Eldridge Ln, Vandalism 
Anthony D Nelson , Hwy 421, Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 
Nicholas J Reece , Goosebradley Ln, Underage Driving While Im-
paired, Violation of Implied Consent Law 
Damien C Slocum , Hwy 421 S, Capias 
Misty N Triplett , Triplett Rd, Aggravated Assault, Vandalism 
Michael Groseclose , Kingsport, TN, Capias X 2 
Casey K Johnson , Boone, NC, Fishing Without License 
William C Reece , Burley Shoun Ln, Driving On Revoked Drivers 
License 
Brandon R Coffey , Eldridge Ln, Violation of Probation, Capias 
Jonathan M Shelton , Johnson Hollow Rd, Attachment 

"Nature makes only dumb animals. We owe the 
fools to society." 

~ Honoré de Balzac, 1799-1850, influential 
French novelist & playwright ("La Comédie Hu-

maine") 

What follows is the General Sessions court docket for Wednesday, 
April 14, 2010, and the Criminal Court docket for Fr iday, April 16, 
2010. No dispositions are listed. People with names s imilar or identi-
cal to those listed may not be those identified in thi s report. The infor-
mation contained in this report is a matter of public r ecord. B.A.D. 
Idea News chooses to print this information for the bene fit of its read-
ers. If you wish to know the outcome of a particular cas e, call the 
clerk’s office with the case number and request the  disposition.  
Jereme Robert Robinson Baker , 76097/ Fin Resp/ Thp Wills  
David P Bartolin , 76084/ Speeding/ Thp Tester  
April N Bell , 76174/ Forgery/ Elizabeth Taylor  
Robert K Birchfield , 61231-V/ VOP/ CCI  
Alicia Denise Bridges , 75036/ Child Restraint Device/ Thp Lunce-

contd. on p. 26 



Monday, April 19, 2010   SECTION A ~ PAGE 14 
B.A.D .  IDEA NEWS™  

THE BEST LOCAL NEWS AND V IEWS 

From the desk of Lt. Governor Ron Ramsey  
 
Lawmakers tackle crime as flurry of bills 
progress through legislative process 

 
 A flurry of bills began to move through the State Senate 

committee process this week, including legislation getting  
tough on crime.  Meanwhile, the Senate Finance Commit-
tee received an update on the state’s revenue collections 
and growth estimates in preparation for its work on the 
budget.   

For the 22nd consecutive month, Tennessee’s revenue 
collections continued to fall short of budgeted estimates in  
March, according to Finance Commissioner Dave Goetz 
who appeared before the Senate Finance Committee this 
week.  The overall March revenues were $776.5 million, 
which is $11.7 million less than the state budgeted.  G oetz 
told committee members that they see some improvement 
in major items, like automobile sales, but until they s ee 
clear signs that the economy is recovering, they will con-
tinue to make budget decisions based on what “we’re ex-

periencing in Tennessee.” 
Year-to-date collec-

tions for eight months 
were $244.1 million less 
than the budgeted esti-
mate. The general fund 
was under collected by 
$205.0 million and the 
four other funds were 
under-collected by $39.1 
million.  Goetz told the 
committee that Gover-
nor Bredesen will pre-
sent a budget amend-
ment to lawmakers 
within a week. 
“I am very concerned 
about our state revenue 
collections,” said Fi-
nance Chairman Randy 

McNally.  “The best course of action would be to choose a 
conservative course.” 

State Comptroller Justin Wilson also presented the 
state’s Funding Board estimates for the current and up-
coming fiscal year to the Finance Committee.  For the fis -
cal year ending June 30, 2010, the Funding Board expects 
the revenue growth rates to be negative, ranging between -
1.77 percent and -1.29 percent for total tax revenues and  
between -2.31 percent to -1.78 percent for the state’s gen-
eral fund, the primary funding source for state govern-
ment’s general operations.  However, the Board projects 
some improvement for the 2010-2011 fiscal year that will 
begin July 1 with projections for a positive growth rate 
ranging between 1.73 percent and 1.98 percent. The Fund-
ing Board also anticipates a positive growth rate for the  
general fund between 2.05 percent and 2.30 percent. 

Lawmakers act on several anti-crime bills 
DUI / Interlock devices – State Senators acted on several 

bills this week to get tougher on crime, including approva l 
in the Finance Committee of legislation that would in-
crease the use of ignition interlock devices to curb the 
number of alcohol-related car crashes in Tennessee.  Sen-
ate Bill 2965, sponsored by Senator Mae Beavers (R-Mt. 
Juliet), requires the use of the devices if the offender has a 
blood or breath alcohol concentration of .15 percent or 
higher; is accompanied by a person under 18 years of age; 
or, violates the present implied consent laws.  It also pr o-
vides that those convicted of drunk driving from under .15 
with the option to install an interlock device instead of 
being geographically restricted by the court.   

Interlock devices are small pieces of equipment attached 
to the steering wheel of a car with a tube that the driver 
must breathe into in order to allow the ignition to 
start.  The current alcohol ignition interlock technology 
makes it easier for courts to require drunk drivers to uti l-
ize the device.  Studies show the devices have been very 
successful in curbing drunk driving.   

Courts often restrict those convicted of drunk driving to 
traveling only to work and home.  The restriction routes 
can be difficult for law enforcement officers to moni-
tor.  Officers would easily be able to see if a convicted of-
fender has a court-ordered interlock device, which would 
be installed at the offender’s expense. 

As of January, 2,743 Tennessee driver’s license holders 
had an interlock restriction, while 580 license holders h ad 
an interlock device installed. Eight other states already  
have laws that require DUI offenders to install interlock 
devices if they register .15 or higher.  The National Tra ns-
portation Safety Board has urged Tennessee to pass a 
more uniform and mandatory system for installation of 
interlock devices for those convicted of drunk driving. 

Dogs used as weapons -- The Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee approved legislation to prohibit those convicted of a 
violent felony, a felony drug offense, or an animal cruelty 
offense from owning or being in control of a vicious or po-
tentially vicious dog for ten years after completion of their 
sentence or parole supervision.  The bill, Senate Bill 55 5 
sponsored by Senate Majority Leader Mark Norris (R-
Collierville), also requires that any dog in their posse ssion 
be spayed or neutered to reduce the use of the animal as a 
violent weapon.   

The bill is one of several measures proposed to attack 
gang and drug violence by providing law enforcement with 
another tool to combat crime.  Expert testimony confirmed 
that a majority of criminals involved with drugs and m eth 
labs use vicious dogs to protect them from law enforce-
ment.  About 80 percent of the dogs used by criminals are 
males that have not been neutered which makes them 

Capitol Hill Week 

contd. on p. 22 
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By Libuse Binder  
 
Looking for some spare change? With the many compa-

nies cropping up that offer cash or services in exchange 
for your used goods, it’s time to start thinking of recycl ing 
as the new couch cushions. 

With a little effort, everything from books to cookie 
wrappers can be traded in for goods or cash. 

Here are several ideas to help you responsibly recycle 
and make a little money at the same time. 

Glass bottles and aluminum cans 
In states with bottle bills, you can redeem many of the 

cans and bottles you buy for cash, usually 5-10 cents a  
bottle. You pay the deposit when you buy the product, so 
redeeming these empties is a great way to recycle, while 
putting a little change back in your pocket. 

If you don’t have a container deposit law in your state,  
check out the Container Recycling Institute’s Bottle Bill 
Toolkit for tips on lobbying for one. 

E-waste 
Because of the materials used to make electronics such 

as lead, mercury and brominated flame retardants, it is 
important to keep as much of the estimated 2.5 million-
plus tons of e-waste out of the waste stream. 

What’s more, many of the materials necessary in cell 
phone production, such as coltan, are rare and the need 
for them is the cause for conflict in countries where they 
are mined. Whether the materials used to make electron-
ics are abundant or not, it is more efficient to reuse these 
resources than to mine, process and ship new ones. 

Fortunately, there are easy ways to be sure your e-
waste is recycled properly, and some companies will even 
pay for your e-waste. 

BuyMyTronics will do just what the name implies. Com-
panies like BuyMyTronics, Gazelle, YouRenew buy every-
thing from cell phones to laptops. What’s more, most of 
these types of companies offer the option to put your recy-
cled electronic bucks towards the charity of your choice. 

Office supply stores like Staples will pay a few dollars f or 
each printer or toner cartridge returned for recycling. 
These cartridges can be refilled and reused, so most manu-
facturers are eager to have them returned. 

While some companies won’t give you money for your e-
waste, several will pick it up for a nominal fee. In New 
York City, The 4th Bin will collect everything from com -
puters to cell phones. Also, the company only works with 
ISO 14001 certified partners to make sure all e-waste is 
recycled responsibly. Greendisk is a similar mail-in serv ice 
that accepts e-waste for recycling. 

No matter where you recycle your e-waste, keep in mind 
that the recyclers are following the standards laid out by  
the e-Stewards Initiative. 

Books, CDs and DVDs 
While you can always resell your used books or CDs on 

the web or at your local used book or CD store, another 
great way to get exactly the book or CD you want is by 
using a swapping service such as PaperBackSwap or 
SwapTree. 

For each book you mail out at your expense, you get a 
credit that you can use to order one of the thousands of 
books listed on the services’ sites. 

Clothing 
Many secondhand or consignment shops will buy your 

used clothing and furniture. Stores like Buffalo Exchang e, 
which has locations across the country, will give you cas h 
or store credit to use toward the latest new-to-you outfit. 

Trash to Cash 
Thanks to innovative entrepreneurs who are 

working to find new ways to make products 
out of wrappers formerly known as waste, 
there are more and more opportunities to 
both reduce your personal garbage output 
and make a little extra cash. 
Terracycle has set up brigades all over the 

country that allow groups and nonprofits to 
collect everything from energy bar wrappers 
to empty scotch tape rolls and turn them in 
for cash. Terracycle takes this “trash” and 
uses it to produce a varied line of new prod-
ucts, which includes everything from toys to 
trash cans. 
Also, Recyclebank partners with cities and 

towns to measure and reward residents for 
recycling. Residents receive credits toward 
partner businesses based on the amount they 
recycle. 
Source: Earth 911 
 

Get Money for Recycling 

 



contd. on p. 17 
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Planning Comm.                      from p. 1 

~ In Your Opinion ~ 

Belated thanks 
 
Dear Editor: 

 
This letter comes a little late but with sin-

cere gratitude.  
The Christmas party for the Sheriff’s De-

partment and 9-1-1 was very successful this 
year and that is due to those who were spon-
sors. Johnson County Bank, Farmers State 
Bank, Elizabethton Federal, Mountain City 
Funeral Home, Hux-Lipford-Teague and 
Teague Funeral Homes, and Flowers and 
More.  

Thank you so much.  
A special thank you goes to the Levi Retir-

ees for the delicious food and to Russ and 
Kathie Love for making the night so special 
for the children. As always, thanks to Temple 
for getting all the door prizes and children’s 
gifts together and organizing everything.  

The Christmas party is such a special time 
for the officers and families, and I thank eve-
ryone who helped in any way.  

 
Sincerely, Sheriff Mike Reece 
 

get him to reply to the commission  before 
taking more aggressive action.  

An issue brought up by Grindstaff involved 
the potential 'undoing' of a commission action 
taken several years ago, in which Hardin 
Synder Road, in the Shouns area, was taken 
off the county road list. The road was re-
moved by vote of a previous commission and 
is not now a county road although there are 
ten residential units on it, school buses are 
allowed to go on it (because of language ex-
pressly included in the previous closure or-
der) and mail is delivered to it. There is some 
apparent confusion by the current and former 
residents as to their agreement to the closure 
in the past. At this point, there seems to be 
no confusion regarding their unanimous de-
sire to have the road made a county road 
again by rescinding the previous action. Be-
cause of some lack of clarity as to the precise 
background of that action by the commission, 
and concern over the conflicting issues of 
safety of residents and cost of refurbishing 
the road, the matter has been referred to the 
county attorney, Bill Cockett, for study and 
discussion at the next monthly meeting.  

Mayor Dick Grayson, speaking on behalf of 
the Airport Commission, reported that the 
final issues with the new hangar are near 
resolution and it should be ready to use in a 
few days. Cockett  interjected that he had 
observed four jet visits to the airport in a sin-
gle day recently and pointed out that the air-
port was becoming a major asset to the 
county.  

Sue Hensley, Trustee, reported that tax 
income was coming in at about the average 
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Jack Proffitt, was whether or not the county would be pro-
tected in case of oil or toxic material leakage. Cockett re-
plied that the proposed lease did hold the county harmles s 
against environment issues. After a small amount of dis-
cussion, the proposed lease was approved.  

Terry Shull  addressed the commission concerning Earl 
Shull's position on the Highway Commission. Earl Shull  
has recently suffered significant setbacks in his healt h and 
submitted his resignation to the full commission at th is 
time. After a short discussion, Terry Shull was selected  to 
become the replacement member of that body.  

In a last item added by addendum to the regular meet-
ing, it was agreed to approve the revised “Program Policies  
& Procedures for the Johnson County 2009 HOME Pro-
gram.” Grayson pointed out that this was not an issue i n-
volving the structure or work of the program itself but si m-
ply a regulatory 'housekeeping' issue raised by the fact 
that there had been some minor wording changes made 
within the master document and an acknowledgment that 
the county stood by its original agreement was needed.  

Following this the meeting adjourned.  

rate and a high percentage of taxes dues were already 
paid.  

The commission quickly moved to accept the display pro-
vided by the Tennessee National Guard and approve its 
placement in the courthouse (this is the large picture de-
scribed in last month's county commission article). Ther e 
is a 30-day waiting period after an item of this kind is pro-
posed for such use before the commission can actually vote 
on it and that was done at this meeting. It should be 
mounted and available to view in a few days.  

The Commission then took up the question of leasing 
approximately six acres in the Industrial Park to OMNI -
SOURCE, the scrap metals company which operates there. 
Grayson reported that the operation as it is now sited has 
created some traffic problems for others in the park and  
the amount of work being done justifies a larger space for 
the company, so it entered into negotiations with him ear-
lier and the resulting document was presented for commis-
sion approval. The proposed lease calls for a one-year term 
at $750 per month. One issue, raised by Commissioner 

Planning Comm.                                         from p. 16 

Local Man                                                    from p. 1 
Dickens, and the man replied, “No, but I know him.” The 
victim felt sorry for Wilson and loaned him $2,190. Inves ti-
gators showed a photo line up to the victim and he identi-
fied Kevin Dickens as the person who scammed him out of 
$2,190.  

During the month of April 2010, a victim filed a report of 
a scam. The victim stated he had purchased a gun from  
Dickens for $300. When the victim gave him the cash, 
Dickens went into his residence and did not come back 
with the gun or the money. Dickens could not be located.  

Then on April 7, 2010, a victim reported purchasing a 
flat screen TV and four truck tires for $700 from Dickens . 
The victim gave him the cash for the items but Dickens 
said he was not able to get into the building [to get the T V 
and tires] because his grandmother had left her keys i n 
another vehicle. The victim never received the TV or the 
four tires, and his money was never returned to him.  

Later, officers responded to a residence located on Mill-
creek Road. The victim stated he had purchased cattle 
from Dickens. The victim received information that Dick-
ens had sold his cattle to another individual. The vict im 
confronted Dickens about selling the cattle and he stated 
he did not sell the cattle. However, Dickens told the victi m 
he was going to endanger the cattle, which the victim took 
as be a threat towards the cattle he purchased. The victi m 
never received his money or cattle from Dickens.  

Lastly, a victim from North Carolina came to the sheriff' s 
office and filed a report of fraud by Dickens. The victim 
stated that Dickens came to his place of business and sai d 
he owed him $38.95 because his brother charged some 
items. Dickens had a check for $300. The victim gave Dic k-
ens the change back out of the check. Dickens told the vic-
tim he had a lawn mower, plow, and disk for sale. The vic-
tim told him he would buy them and gave him $400 cash 
for the equipment. Dickens called the victim, asking him 
to come to Mountain City, and said he would help load the 
equipment. The victim went to a designated location, but 
Dickens never arrived. The victim called Dickens, who con-
tinued to make excuses as to why he did not bring the 
equipment. The victim said if Dickens did not return his  
money, he was going to file a warrant for him. Dickens 
never brought the equipment to him or returned the 
money.  

If anyone has been scammed by Kevin Dickens, please 
contact the Johnson County Sheriff's Department at 423-
727-7761. 

 
 
  

number of excuses as to why he was not able to bring 
them. Then later, the victim received information indicat-
ing Dickens did not own any sheep; the sheep belonged to 
his neighbor, and the sheep were not for sale. Further in-
vestigation revealed Dickens intended to sell the sheep to 
the victim, even though the sheep did not belong to him.  

In February 2010 a report was filed stating Dickens 
wrote a check to the victim. Dickens stated he owed the 
victim $105 for lime. He had a check for $298 and want ed 
the victim to give him the remaining cash. The victim di d 
not remember Dickens owing him any money.  

In March 2010, a report was filed for criminal imper-
sonation. The victim stated Kevin Dickens contacted his 
wife, saying he needed to speak to the victim. Later, Dick-
ens called back and said his name was Doug Wilson. He 
asked if the victim wanted to buy some cattle. The victi m 
advised Dickens he did not need any cattle.  

Then Dickens asked the victim if he wanted to buy a pair 
of shotguns for $200. Dickens said he had a friend going  to 
Texas in the morning, and the victim was the only one that  
could purchase the shotguns at that price. The victim got  
the money and went to Dickens’ residence to pick him up. 
They went to Doe Valley Market because Dickens said he 
needed to use the restroom. The victim said he did not stay 
in the market long enough to use the restroom. When 
Dickens came out of the market, he said the man selling 
the shotguns was behind Doe Valley Market at the Doe 
Valley Storage. Once they arrived at the storage area, a 
woman was waving at Dickens. He got out of the vehicle 
and approached her. Dickens spoke to her, then came back 
to the vehicle and said he did not know her. Then Dickens 
made a call on his cell phone. He said the man selling t he 
shotguns was going back to Swift Hollow Road. Once they 
arrived at the residence, no one was home and they waited 
45 minutes across the street for the individual to get ho me. 
When the subject arrived, Dickens got out of the vehicle 
and walked up to the residence. The victim stated that 
Dickens was gone for about an hour and when he came 
back he told the victim he lost the money and could not 
pay for the shotguns or return the money.  

In another incident, Dickens stated he purchased a hay 
bailer for $300 and the victim could purchase the hay 
bailer for $100, but the victim did not get the hay bai ler.  

Also in March of 2010 an individual came to the sheriff's  
department to report a scam. The victim stated a man wh o 
identified himself as Kevin Wilson needed to borrow some 
money. He said his baby was sick and needed oxygen. The 
victim told the subject he thought his name was Kevin 
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DiGrado, Vitter’s spokes-
man, didn’t respond to ques-
tions about Vitter’s ties to 
the industry. Instead, 
he  sent ProPublica copies 
of two letters. One showed 
that three Democratic law-
makers [17] also wanted the 
review. The other letter was 
written by an EPA official 
in the final week of the 
Bush administration, say-
ing that the agency would 
"seek input" from the acad-
emy. 

Several public health ex-
perts interviewed by Pro-
Publica think the industry’s 
goal is to delay the assess-
ment as long as possible 
and to undermine the credi-
bility of the EPA’s chemical 
risk assessment program. 

"This gives the appear-
ance of another congress-
man being more interested 
in industry than the health 
of the public," said Dr. Peter 
Infante, a former director of 
the Office of Carcinogen 
Identification and Classifi-
cation at the Occupational 
Safety and Health Admini-
stration. "The public should 
not think that because a 
government document is 
undergoing NAS review, 
that that review is going to 
be competent." 

Other public health ex-
perts point to the National 
Academy’s recent review 
[18] of the EPA’s assess-
ment of perchloroethylene, 
or PCE, as an example of 
how additional studies can 
drag out the assessment 
process. 

PCE is used in dry clean-
ing and is found in high 
concentrations at military 
bases. Like formaldehyde, it 
has been linked to leuke-
mia, and the EPA has been 
trying to update the chemi-
cal’s assessment since 1998. 
In 2008 the agency submit-
ted its findings to the Na-
tional Academy, and in Feb-
ruary the academy sent the 
assessment back to the EPA with a long list of questions. Al-
though the academy agreed with the EPA’s conclusion that P CE 
was a "likely" carcinogen, it suggested that the safet y standards 
should be significantly weaker than those the EPA had propo sed. 
The EPA is now responding to the academy’s comments. 

Democrats [19] in Congress and public health watchdogs have 
criticized the academy in the past for being slanted towa rd in-
dustry, because some of the scientists who serve on its review  
panels have written studies paid for by chemical companie s 
whose products they are evaluating. An academy spokeswoma n 
said it thoroughly vets its panelists and has strict financial con-
flict of interest rules. 

The Road to Review  

weigh in on the assessment. Vitter’s spokesman, 
Joel DiGrado, told the media that "because of the 
FEMA trailer debacle, we need to get absolutely reli-
able information to the public about formaldehyde 
risk as soon as possible." 

Vitter’s ties to the formaldehyde industry are well 
known. According to Talking Points Memo [2], his 
election campaign received about $20,500 last year 
from companies that produce large amounts of for-
maldehyde waste in Louisiana. But ProPublica 
found that Vitter actually took in nearly twice that 
amount if contributions from other companies, trade 
groups and lobbyists with interests in formaldehyde 
regulation are included. Among those contributors is 
Charles Grizzle, a top-paid lobbyist [3] for the For-
maldehyde Council, an industry trade group that 
had long sought [4] a National Academy review of 
the chemical. 

Congress stalled the formaldehyde risk assessment 
once before. In 2004, Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., 
persuaded [5] (PDF) the EPA to delay it, even 
though preliminary findings from a National Cancer 
Institute study had already linked formaldehyde to 
leukemia. Inhofe insisted that the EPA wait for a 
more "robust set of findings" from the institute. 

Koch Industries, a large chemical manufacturer 
and one of Inhofe’s biggest campaign contributors 
[6], gave [7]Inhofe $6,000 that year. That same year 
Koch bought two pulp mills [8] from Georgia-Pacific, 
a major formaldehyde producer and one of the 
world’s largest plywood manufacturers. The next 
year Koch bought all of Georgia-Pacific. 

The "more robust" findings that Inhofe asked for 
weren’t released until five years later – in May 2009 
– and they reinforced [9] the 2004 findings. Of the 
nearly 25,000 workers the National Cancer Institute 
had tracked for 30 years, those exposed to higher 
amounts of formaldehyde had a 37 percent greater 
risk of death [10] from blood and lymphatic cancers 
and a 78 percent greater risk of leukemia than those 
exposed to lower amounts. 

The Formaldehyde Council immediately released a 
statement [11] disputing those findings and calling 
for a full review by the National Academy of Sci-
ences. Such an evaluation could take as long as four 
years, according to an EPA spokesperson. 

But this time it wasn’t Inhofe who stepped in on 
the industry’s behalf, but Vitter, who like Inhofe sits 
on the Environment and Public Works Committee. 

On the day the study came out, Grizzle, the For-
maldehyde Council lobbyist, donated $2,400 [12] to 
Vitter’s re-election campaign, the maximum [13] an 
individual can give to a federal candidate in a singl e 
election cycle. Grizzle didn’t respond to phone calls 
and e-mails asking for comment for this story. 

Grizzle started his own lobbying firm in 1993, after 
serving as an EPA assistant administrator in the 
late 1980s. He joined George W. Bush’s transition 
team [14] in 2001, and raised more than [15] 
$500,000 for Bush’s 2004 campaign, earning the title 
of fundraising "pioneer." A Philadelphia Inquirer 
investigation [16] found that Grizzle used his friend-
ship with Bush aide Karl Rove to help get Stephen 
Johnson the job as assistant administrator for the 
Office of Prevention, Pesticides and Toxic Sub-
stances at EPA. When Johnson went on to lead the 
EPA, he changed the risk assessment system so 
other federal agencies could comment more fre-
quently and forcefully on the EPA’s science, a move 
that prolonged the process. In the waning days of 
the Bush administration, Johnson asked the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences to do a full review of the 
formaldehyde assessment. 
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But Vitter didn’t budge. 
In November, a political action committee created by the 

American Chemistry Council, whose members include for-
maldehyde producers Hexion Specialty Chemicals and Du-
Pont, gave Vitter [27] a $2,500 campaign contribution, in 
addition to the $1,500 it had given him earlier in the year . 
On Dec. 2, Koch Industries gave Vitter’s political act ion 
committee a check [28] for $5,000. On Dec. 7, Grizzle gave 
Vitter [29] (PDF) $200. On Dec. 17, the Society of th e Plas-
tics Industry, which represents formaldehyde manufactur -
ers BASF and DuPont, hosted a fundraiser [30] for Vitter  
at its headquarters, recommending donations of $1,000 per 
person. 

On Dec. 23, Vitter got what he wanted. Jackson agreed 
to send the study to the National Academy. But in a lett er 
Jackson sent to the Formaldehyde Council [31] that day, 
she indicated it would not be the exhaustive study the in-
dustry had pushed for but would instead be done under a 
"compressed timeframe." Dr. Peter Preuss, who heads the 
EPA’s chemical risk assessment program, said it will likely 
be completed in a year. 

Vitter removed his hold on Anastas’ nomination on 
Christmas Eve, and the Formaldehyde Council released a 
statement [32] praising his work. 

"Overcoming the agency's intransigence in engaging NAS 
on formaldehyde would have been impossible without the 
timely intervention of U.S. Senator David Vitter," Betsy 
Natz, the council’s executive director, said in the news re-
lease. The statement said Jackson had contacted the coun-
cil directly to notify it of the news. 

Last month the National Academy began gathering pub-
lic comments about the 13 scientists it has selected for th e 
formaldehyde panel. The Natural Resources Defense 
Council, an environmental advocacy group, has already 
written a letter [33] raising questions about two of the ca n-
didates. One worked for the Hamner Institute, an indus-
try-supported laboratory that lists the Formaldehyde 
Council as one of its sponsors. The other worked for more 
than a decade at Dow Chemical, which is a member of the  
Formaldehyde Council and has contributed to Vitter’s 
campaigns. 

On March 24, Grizzle, the Formaldehyde Council lobby-
ist, co-hosted a fundraiser [34]for Vitter at the Capitol  Hill 
Club, an exclusive Republican gathering place. The sug-
gested donation was $1,000 per person. 

Full article: http://www.propublica.org/feature/how-
senator-david-vitter-battled-formaldehyde-link-to-canc er 

Vitter began his push for a National Academy review of 
formaldehyde in a June 29 letter [20] to the EPA. It in-
cluded a list of questions about the formaldehyde assess-
ment and urged the EPA to ask the National Academy [21] 
to weigh in on it, according to documents ProPublica ob-
tained through a Freedom of Information Act request. 

The EPA responded on July 8, defending its plan to have 
the assessment reviewed by its own external peer review 
panel, the Scientific Advisory Board. The letter noted that  
the advisory board could do the review in 12 to 16 months 
for about $200,000, while the average National Academy 
review takes 18 to 24 months and costs $800,000 to $1 mi l-
lion. 

In September, two more major scientific reviews raised 
concerns about the dangers of formaldehyde. The Interna-
tional Agency for Research on Cancer, a division of the 
World Health Organization, concluded it had enough evi-
dence [22] (PDF) to show that formaldehyde exposure can 
cause leukemia. And the National Toxicology Program 
changed its categorization of formaldehyde [23] from 
"reasonably anticipated to be a carcinogen" to "known car-
cinogen." 

But Vitter continued pressuring the EPA for more re-
view. 

On Sept. 23, he confirmed to reporters that he had placed 
a hold on the nomination of Paul Anastas, the Obama ad-
ministration’s choice to head the EPA’s Office of Research 
and Development. He said he wouldn’t release the hold 
until the EPA agreed to send the formaldehyde assess-
ment to the National Academy. To smooth the way for that 
review, he tried to add an amendment [24] (PDF) to an 
EPA appropriations bill mandating that the agency set 
aside $1 million for a National Academy review. Grizzle, 
the Formaldehyde Council lobbyist, worked to get support 
for the amendment, according to one of his lobbying disclo-
sure forms [25] (PDF). (The amendment wasn’t included in  
the final bill.) 

On Sept. 24 EPA chief Lisa Jackson met with Vitter and  
offered a compromise: She would ask the National Acad-
emy for its advice on the formaldehyde assessment. 

That same day, an EPA spokeswoman told the New Or-
leans Times-Picayune that the chemical didn’t need more 
review [26], and that the EPA was ready to begin finaliz-
ing its assessment. 

"This is not the time for more delay," said EPA spokes-
woman Adora Andy. 

Formaldehyde                                             from p. 18 

HFCS                                                             from p. 3 
Getting HFCS out of all infant formulas and baby foods 

should be a no-brainer, for example. 
Same Amount of Calories IN, Different Amount of 

Weight Put ON…  
The primary scientific argument that HFCS defenders 

have is fatally flawed. While HFCS has about the same 
amount of fructose as cane sugar, what they fail to men-
tion is that the fructose in HFCS is in its “free” for m and 
not attached to any other carbs. 

The fructose in fruits and in cane sugar is bonded to 
other sugars which results in a decrease in its metabolic  
toxicity. 

Additionally, Science Daily quotes Professor Hoebel, a 
specialist in the neuroscience of appetite, weight and suga r 
addiction, as saying: 

"Some people have claimed that high-fructose corn syrup 
is no different than other sweeteners when it comes to 
weight gain and obesity, but our results make it clear t hat 
this just isn't true, at least under the conditions of our 
tests.  

When rats are drinking high-fructose corn syrup at leve ls 
well below those in soda pop, they're becoming obese -- 
every single one, across the board.  

  Hepatology January 28, 2010; [Epub ahead of print]  
  Journal of Hepatology June 2008; 48(6):993-9  
Dr. Mercola's Comments:  
THIS is the kind of mainstream news I’ve been hoping 

for!  
And YOU are a contributor to this success. Turning the 

tide on the commercial use of high fructose corn syrup 
(HFCS) definitely required more than a few studies to 
prove its dangers. It also required continuous pressure 
from consumers like you.  

Now, finally, PepsiCo has realized the way to keep its 
market share is to yield to consumer demand and honor 
people’s health by removing high fructose corn syrup – an 
ingredient that is in large part responsible for the out-of-
control obesity epidemic in the US, and across the world.  

According to BNET, Con Agra is also removing HFCS 
from Hunt’s ketchup, and Kraft is taking it out of its 
Wheat Thins. Snapple drinks will also become HFCS-free.  

I hope, and sincerely believe, that this is just the begin-
ning.  

There’s still a long way to go to make a real dent in this  
problem, considering the fact that HFCS is used in liter-
ally thousands of food products, including items you’d 
never suspect to be loaded with added sugars.  
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ciate professor of medicine in the Division of Gastroen-
terology/Hepatology at Duke University Medical Center. 

The researchers found only 19 percent of adults with 
NAFLD reported no intake of fructose-containing bever-
ages, while 52 percent consumed between one and six serv-
ings a week and 29 percent consumed fructose-containing 
beverages on a daily basis. 

An increase in consumption of fructose appeared to be 
correlated to increased liver fibrosis in patients with 
NAFLD. 

"We have identified an environmental risk factor that 
may contribute to the metabolic syndrome of insulin resis -
tance and the complications of the metabolic syndrome, 
including liver injury," Abdelmalek said.” [Emphasis 
mine.] 

These findings confirm those from a previous study pub-
lished in 2008 in the Journal of Hepatology, which con-
cluded that “the pathogenic mechanism underlying the 
development of NAFLD may be associated with excessive 
dietary fructose consumption.” 

The findings of a third study, published in this month’ s 
issue of Kidney International, also support this hypothesi s.  

After following up on nearly 16, 000 people over the 
course of three to nine years, the risk of chronic kidney 
disease increased by over 150 percent in those who con-
sumed more than one soft drink per day. However, the 
researchers were careful to mention that their longitudinal 
analyses did not support the theory that HFCS-sweetened 
soda consumption induced renal damage.  

Getting Back to Basics Means a Return to a Lower Sugar 
Diet 

I’ve been warning about the health hazards of HFCS for 
years, and I’m pleased that this issue is finally star ting to 
get the attention it deserves within the medical and scien -
tific community.  

Science Daily quotes Dr. Abdelmalek as saying:  
"Our findings suggest that we may need to go back to 

healthier diets that are more holistic. 
High fructose corn syrup, which is predominately in s oft-

drinks and processed foods, may not be as benign as we 
previously thought." 

Amen, to that.  
There is nothing benign about the fructose consumption 

inherent in our modern diet. It is literally supercharged 
with fructose in every bite and every sip, and we’re seeing 
the consequences of this type of eating in our skyrocketing 
obesity rates; in our rising heart disease rates, and inex pli-
cable cases of non-fatty liver disease.  

Fortunately, there is a way out of this evil circle, and 
that is a return to a more holistic diet based on whole 
foods, along with physical exercise and safe sun exposure. 

Source: Mercola.com 

Even when rats are fed a high-fat diet, you don't see this ; 
they don't all gain extra weight." 

People who have struggled with their weight for years; 
examining their diets, avoiding fat and counting calories , 
yet not getting anywhere and wondering what they’re do-
ing wrong, you need to pay very close attention to this is -
sue.  

In many cases the primary culprit may be the excessive 
intake of hidden sugar in the form of corn syrup, or high  
fructose corn syrup, which is a main ingredient in coun t-
less processed and pre-packaged foods.  

It’s extremely easy to consume high amounts of HFCS on 
a daily basis, especially if most of your foods are proc essed 
in any way, or if you drink sodas or any other sweetened 
beverages such as ice-teas and fruit juices. 

As discussed earlier this week, even seemingly “health-
conscious” beverages like Vitamin Water, Jamba Juice and  
Odwalla SuperFood contain far more added sugar and/or 
fructose than many desserts! 

It’s time to realize that dietary fat does not make you f at. 
Fructose does.  

In fact, HFCS will not only pack on extra pounds faster 
than other ingredients, including other sugars, it pro motes 
a particularly dangerous kind of body fat, namely adip ose 
fat.  

This is the fat type of fat that collects in your abdomin al 
region and is associated with a greater risk of heart dis-
ease.  

For an in-depth review of just how different fructose and 
HFCS really is from regular sugar, please read through 
this recent article and watch the lecture given by Dr. 
Robert Lustig.  

If you have not yet taken the time to see it, you owe it to 
yourself to do so. It’s a real eye-opener! 

HFCS Implicated in Liver Damage 
I’ve written extensively about the numerous dangers of 

HFCS on many occasions through the years, so for more 
information, all you need to do is enter the search terms 
“fructose” or “high fructose corn syrup” in the search en-
gine at the top of this page.  

However, one of the latest health problems that have 
been linked to HFCS consumption is liver damage. Above 
you’ll find links to four studies related to HFCS and l iver 
disease – three of them confirming a link, and a fourth 
that did not.  

Science Daily writes: 
"We found that increased consumption of high fructose 

corn syrup was associated with scarring in the liver, or  
fibrosis, among patients with non-alcoholic fatty liver d is-
ease (NAFLD)," said Manal Abdelmalek, MD, MPH, asso-

Earth Month                                               from p. 4 
Energy Wise." This week is sponsored every year in mid-
April by the National Environmental Education Founda-
tion in anticipation and celebration of Earth Day. Its pu r-
pose is to promote understanding and protection of the 
natural world through learning and service. Find out mor e 
about how to Be Water and Energy Wise. 

What You Can Do 
CDC wants to encourage you and your family, workplace, 

or community group to participate in or start up some a c-
tivities in honor or Earth Month, Earth Day, or Nationa l 
Environmental Education Week. 

* Consider transportation choices like biking, walking, 
carpooling, or using public transit. 

* Consider electronic documents when possible; if you 
need to print do so responsibly (double sided, recycle paper 
when done). 

* Make environmentally conscious food choices.  
o Consider sustainable and local foods. 
o Hold a green potluck – bring healthy foods, use reus-

able plates, utensils, and napkins. 
* Create your own green spaces – plant a tree or vegeta-

ble garden at home, school, or work! 
  
 

* Lead, communicate, and engage the community in sus-
tainable practices  

In 2008, CDC established the Agency-wide Go Green, 
Get Healthy initiative to reduce, reuse, and recycle re-
sources; promote health; and encourage positive work en-
vironments. CDC employees work together in volunteer 
workgroups led by the CDC Office of Sustainability. All 
year round, but especially during Earth Month and on 
Earth Day, the workgroups cover the following sectors: 

* Electronics Management 
* Facilities and Greenspace & Water and Energy Conser-

vation 
* Food 
* Green Communications 
* Green Meetings 
* Green Purchasing 
* Recycling 
* Transportation and Telework 
* Worksite Wellness 
National Environmental Education Week 
The 2010 National Environmental Education Week, led 

by a CDC partner, will address the issues of water and  
energy conservation through the theme "Be Water and 
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States, is planning on releasing an electric car that practi-
cally screams eco-friendly. 

Proving that going green oftentimes just takes a little 
creativity and resourcefulness, the Chevy Volt uses recy-
cled blue jeans in its car doors to buffer noise and recy cled 
cardboard in its roof to improve acoustics. Even the door 
handle brackets are made from old carpet. 

The Volt may just be the dream car we have all been 
waiting for, especially as consumers will be able to sa ve an 
average of 500 gallons of gasoline per year. 

The Volt will also use only 2,520 kilowatts per hour of 
energy, which is less than a central air conditioning uni t, a 
water heater and a refrigerator. 

Because 80 percent of U.S. drivers commute 40 miles or 
less on a daily basis, the Volt is designed to have a bat tery 
power of up to 40 miles without using gasoline. 

In addition to the Chevrolet Volt, GM now hosts 55 facili-
ties that are landfill-free, meaning that absolutely no pr o-
duction waste or garbage from these factories can be 
traced to a landfill. These landfill-free facilities rec ycle or 
reuse more than 95 percent of all waste, while the remain-
ing 5 percent are usually converted to energy. 

The Climate Rally at the National Mall 
The growing dependence on Middle Eastern oil and the 

lack of a major climate bill are only two of the many e nvi-
ronmental problems existing in this country. This is why 
the Earth Day Network is organizing a climate rally at 
The National Mall in an effort to encourage Congress to 
pass effective clean energy and climate legislation in 2010 . 

The climate rally is the highlight of the Earth Day Net-
work’s nine-day festival at the National Mall, and will fea-
ture live music from stars like Sting, The Roots, Passion  
Pit, John Legend, Bob Weir and Booker T. 

Other media figures, including film director James Cam -
eron, Reverend Jesse Jackson, author Margaret Atwood 
and Olympian Billy Demong will be speaking on the neces-
sity for change on both a national and international scale  
in the fields of clean energy and global warming. 

Artist explores global warming in the Arctic 
Sebastian Copeland, an art ambassador of Earth Day 

Network, is taking a photographic journey into the Arctic 
where he will witness in person the effect that global 
warming has had on the poles. 

The Arctic, which receives the smallest amount of 
sunlight on Earth, should technically be the coldest hab i-
tat on Earth. However, due to rising temperatures and 
melting glaciers, the poles are now warming twice as 
quickly as the rest of the Earth. 

Copeland says on his blog, “As one of the great climate 
regulators in the Northern hemisphere, vast ice losses in 
the North threaten the thin balance of its ecosystem, in 
place for hundreds of thousands of years, and spells trou -
ble for the world.” 

Copeland’s photographic expedition will take him across 
Greenland, where he will capture the disappearing gla-
ciers and the wildlife that exists in the Arctic. 

London hosts the Green I.T. Awards 
To reward the efforts of green distributors, suppliers and 

companies, Green I.T. Magazine will be hosting the annual 
Green I.T. Awards on Earth Day. The ceremony seeks to 
highlight and honor organizations and projects that have 

changed the face of the I.T. industry’s environmental per-
formance. 

The Green I.T. Awards is historically significant becau se 
it comes at a time when individuals and governments are  
putting more pressure than ever on corporations to take 
responsibility for their waste and impact on the environ-
ment. 

Several notable figures will be in attendance at the cere-
mony, including the Right Honorable Lord Hunt OBE, rep-
resentatives of Climate Change and the Minister of En-
ergy from the Department of Energy. 

Winners, ranging from vendors to nonprofit organiza-
tions to distributors, will be announced at the London Zoo 
in Regents Park in honor of Earth Day and the growing 
eco-friendly I.T. sector. 

Jane Goodall Institute teaches carbon footprint to stu-
dents in China 

On Earth Day, the Jane Goodall Institute in China will 
be teaching students and instructors in the city of Beijin g 
how to reduce their carbon footprint by switching from 
conventional tissue paper to handkerchiefs. 

Their lesson plan will include games featuring a tradi-
tional handkerchief song and dance and a fun lecture on 
low-carbon treasures and fashion. 

The focus of the lesson is to encourage as many students 
as possible in Beijing to make the easy transition fro m 
wasting boxes upon boxes of tissue paper to reusing hand-
kerchiefs. At the end of the lesson, students will sign a 
large banner declaring their support for the environment 
and understand that living a low-carbon life “starts r ight 
under [their] noses” from all the small changes they can  
make in their everyday lifestyles. 

Artist highlights ‘What is Missing’ on Earth 
Can you imagine that every 20 minutes a living plant or  

animal species disappears forever from the face of the 
Earth? Or that at this rate, as much as 30 percent of a ll 
the Earth’s living flora and fauna will be headed for ex-
tinction in just a century’s time? 

According to artist Maya Lin, this is a nightmare tha t 
may very well come true if we fail to recognize the threat 
we pose to ecosystems around the globe. 

To raise awareness of the Earth’s diminishing biodiver-
sity, Maya Lin created “What is Missing?”, a Web site 
scheduled to launch on Earth Day that will compile photo-
graphs, videos and information from her various art exh i-
bitions. 

All of her sculptures share an environmental theme that 
serve collectively as a digital memorial to the species and  
habitats we have already lost. 

These installations range from the Listening Cone, a per-
manent sculpture that contains sound and text, to a bill-
board video featuring a five-minute movie that shows im-
ages of extinct and endangered species. 

The billboard video will be broadcast in cities across th e 
world on Earth Day, and has already won a highly coveted 
position on MTV’s billboard in Times Square. 

Perhaps the most haunting of Lin’s exhibitions is a crea-
tion she calls The Empty Room, which is a traveling show  
where visitors will actually be able to catch and hold ont o 
projected images drifting in mid-air. Species featured 
range from songbirds to whales, while each panel will in-
clude information that viewers can read. 

Source: Earth 911 

EPA is also proposing to require all facilities in the r e-
porting system, including those proposed today, to provid e 
information on their corporate ownership.  

Under these proposals, newly covered sources would be-
gin collecting emissions data on January 1, 2011 with th e 
first annual reports submitted to EPA on March 31, 2012.  
These proposals will be open for public comment for 60 
days after publication in the Federal Register. The agency  
will also hold public hearings on these proposals on April 
19, 2010 in Arlington, Va. and April 20, 2010 in Was hing-
ton, D.C.     

More information on these proposals and the hearings:  
h t t p : / /ww w.epa .gov/c l imatechange /em iss ions /

proposedrule.html  
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Cold calling for jobs has never been easier, 
thanks to the internet, and you never know 
what you may turn up! 

Mention in your cover letter that if the com-
pany doesn't have any suitable positions 
available, any advice they could provide for 
finding work in your chosen sector would be 
greatly appreciated. 

You could also consider search for green 
versions of your current employment. Let's 
say you work in a tire factory – there are 
green tire manufacturers already up and run-
ning who may value your skills. The same 
goes for just about any other product, too. 

When it comes to green employment, think 
outside the box a little. Look for opportunities 
in unusual sectors you may not have consid-
ered previously, be open to possibilities even 
if just a stepping stone, retrain if necessary 
through part time courses, some of which you 
can do online, such as a Green MBA. Make 
your own "luck"! 

And speaking of which, good luck in your 
green job hunt! 

 

http://www.sustainablebusiness.com/index.cfm/go/greendrea mjobs.mai
n 

http://environmentalcareer.com/job-board/ 
http://jobs.treehugger.com/?campaign=th_nav_jobs 
http://www.greenbiz.com/business/hot-topic/greenjobs 
http://www.careeronestop.org/GreenCareers/GreenCareers.aspx 
http://www.greenjobs.com/public/index.aspx 
There is also a good list of other green career resources on G reenCol-

larBlog: 
http://www.greencollarblog.org/green-job-boards.html  
Thinking outside the box 
While researching these resources, I was amazed to see all the various 

new types of jobs being created – while many of them may s eem to re-
quire some sort of formal qualification, don't let that  scare you off from 
pursuing your dream green career. Dig into the positions' d escriptions; 
you may already have the skills needed for a position that has a very 
fancy or new title you haven't heard of before.  

If there is a particular sector you are interested in, res earch relevant 
organizations and businesses online – get a feel for their approach, the 
way they present themselves, their products and industr y issues, and 
then shoot them off a well considered cover letter and CV, r emembering 
to relate your current skills to their sector.  
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non-violent offenders will still pay for their 
crime through intense supervision in commu-
nity corrections.”  

Debate on the bill will continue in the Fi-
nance Committee next week.  

Bail / Mental Health Crisis  -- The Senate 
Judiciary Committee approved legislation 
requiring law enforcement officers who be-
lieve a defendant arrested for an offense 
against a person poses a substantial likeli-
hood of serious harm to request an examina-
tion of the defendant by a member of the 
Community Mental Health Crisis Response 
Service within 12 hours.  The bill, Senate Bill 
3439, is sponsored by Senator Jim Tracy (R-
Murfreesboro).   

“The bill arises from a Rutherford County 
tragedy last November, when a woman was 
beaten by her son after he had been arrested 
for assault,” said Senator Tracy.  “The son 
had a long history of mental illness.  This bill 
works to avert such tragedies from occurring 
again.”    

Meth labs -- In other Judiciary Committee 
action, members approved legislation de-
signed to protect the public from being 
harmed by the ill effects of entering a house 
or building that has been used as a meth 
lab.  The bill makes it a Class B misde-
meanor offense to knowingly inhabit a prop-
erty quarantined by law enforcement due to 
the manufacture of methamphetamine 
within the structure, unless that person is 
part of the official police investigation.  The 
bill, Senate Bill 2969, is sponsored by Sena-
tor Diane Black (R-Gallatin).  

Cruelty to Animals -- Legislation that 
would strengthen penalties against those 
who are convicted of animal cruelty was ap-
proved by the full Senate on final considera-
tion this week.  The bill makes violation of a 
judge’s order connected with animal cruelty 
conviction a Class A misdemeanor, which 
carries up to a one-year jail sentence and a 
$2,500 fine.  It also provides that second and 
subsequent cruelty to animal convictions 

more aggressive.  The dogs often roam freely, posing a particu lar danger 
to children and the elderly.    

“We have made progress in addressing about 60 percent of th ese kinds 
of crimes,” said Norris, who sponsored two major ‘Crooks with  Guns’ 
laws approved by the General Assembly over the past several years to 
get tough on crimes involving weapons.  “These dogs are trai ned to be 
weapons against law enforcement.  They can also come in conta ct with 
children and the elderly, who are particularly vulnerable to at-
tack.  This legislation gives law enforcement another tool t o combat vio-
lent crime.” 

Armed Robbers -- Similarly, a bill to strengthen penalt ies against 
armed robbers was debated in the Senate Finance Committee  this 
week.  The legislation, Senate Bill 3431,  would more than d ouble the 
minimum amount of time served for aggravated robbery.   

Presently, armed robbers convicted on a first offense can rec eive up to 
eight years in jail, but the 30 percent requirement places the actual sen-
tence at less than three years.  This legislation would in crease the per-
centage of jail time for these armed offenders from 30 percent to 74 per-
cent.   

To ensure there is prison space, the bill would sentence those con-
victed of non-violent property crimes under $1,000 to com munity correc-
tions, with more intensive supervision instead of jail time. 

“This allows us to that we use our limited jail space wisel y to house 
the worst offenders who are a danger to the public,” added N orris.  “The 
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help them find a resolution or to see if there are any gov -
ernmental programs available to avoid a foreclosure sale. 

“The notice gives them the best advice anyone can get in 
this situation,” said Senator Overbey.  “This is to cont act 
the lender who may have ways to mitigate the situation i f 
they know the homeowner's situation.   The notice also 
points the borrower to the various federal loan modifica-
tion programs which might be available to them.  It is a 
timely bill given where we are in the current state of the 
economy and the high number of foreclosures.” 

Tennessee ranked 26th in the nation in February accord-
ing to Realty Trac Inc.’s U.S. Foreclosure Market Re-
port.  The state has consistently ranked among states wit h 
the highest number of foreclosures for the past decade.    

The legislation requires that a lender, trustee, or other 
creditor send the debtor a notice of the right to foreclose no 
less than 60 days prior to the first publication of a not ice of 
a foreclosure sale of a deed of trust, mortgage, or other l ien 
securing the payment on an owner-occupied residence. The 
notice must contain sufficient information to allow the 
debtor to contact the lender to discuss options available to 
the debtor. If the trustee determines at the time of the sal e 
that notice of the right to foreclose was not sent to the 
debtor as required, the debtor may request postponement 
of the sale for 30 to 60 additional days to allow time 
needed to examine other possible resolutions.   

The bill now goes to Governor Phil Bredesen for his sig-
nature.  

Legislation prohibiting taxpayer-funded coverage for 
abortion arising from federal healthcare bill wins unani-
mous approval in Senate Commerce Committee 

The Senate Commerce Committee approved legislation 
sponsored by Senate Republican Caucus Chairman Diane 
Black (R-Gallatin) that would prohibit taxpayer-funded  
coverage for abortion services in Tennessee associated 
with the federal healthcare bill passed by Congress last 
month.  The bill, Senate Bill 2686, prohibits any health  
care plan established pursuant to federal health care re-
form legislation enacted by the 111th United States Con-
gress from offering coverage for abortion services.   

 “I am very pleased that we received unanimous support 
for this bill in the Commerce Committee today,” said Sena -
tor Black.  “We have worked for years to ensure that tax-
payer money is not used for abortion services in Tennes-
see.  We must fight back against this overreach of federal 
power.” 

Black maintains an Executive Order signed by President 
Obama as part of an agreement to gain the votes of a key 
block of anti-abortion Democrats as the price for the mas-
sive federal health care law, will not stop federal fundin g 
of the procedure. 

“We are not comfortable that the Executive Order will 
stand up to protect the life of the unborn,” added 
Black.  “It does not fix the fact that this federal healt h care 
law clearly allows for the funding of elective abortions. 
Therefore, we must take every action possible to protect 
Tennessee from being a part of a plan that allows for fu nd-
ing abortions.” 

The bill was approved in the House of Representatives on 
final consideration on Monday by a vote of 70 to 23.  It now 
goes to the Senate floor for final consideration before going 
to the governor for his signature.   

In Brief….. 
TNInvestco – Legislation sponsored by Senator Doug 

Overbey (R-Maryville) was approved by the Senate Com-
merce Committee to expand the TNInvestco tax credit pro-
gram by $80 million to include four additional particip ants 
already selected as alternates in the new program.  The 
Committee also added further improvements to the bill, 
Senate Bill 3049, to increase transparency and account-
ability in the program.  Small businesses provide 67 per -
cent of first jobs and produce 55 percent of innova-
tions.  TNInvestco helps to make investment capital avai l-
able to small, medium and start up businesses in Tennes-
see.   The goal is to develop Tennessee’s entrepreneurial 
infrastructure, to bring additional capital into the sta te, to 
diversify the state’s economy and to create “anchors” or 
“clusters” of business innovation which can result in n ew 

would be considered a Class E felony with a one- to six-
year prison sentence and up to $3,000 in fines. 

Currently, a judge in Tennessee can issue a special order 
that bans persons convicted of animal cruelty from ownin g 
an animal again.  However, the law does not prescribe 
penalties to allow prosecutors or judges to punish offend-
ers. 

“The current law does not have any teeth,” said Senator 
Bill Ketron (R-Murfreesboro), sponsor of the bill.  “There is 
nothing to punish those who commit this crime from abu s-
ing again.” 

The link between animal cruelty and other forms of vio-
lence is a national concern. For example, the practice of 
dog fighting is commonly linked to illegal drug and weap -
ons violations, gambling, aggravated assault and gang v io-
lence. 

The bill, Senate Bill 3540, now goes to the governor for 
his signature before becoming law.  

Sentencing / Juvenile offenders – Judges could consider 
serious felonies committed by a repeat offender as a juve-
nile upon sentencing under legislation passed by the full 
Senate this week.  The legislation, Senate Bill 3314 spon-
sored by Senator Brian Kelsey (R-Germantown) allows a 
judge to consider Class A and Class B felony convictions 
that the repeat offender committed as a juvenile which 
would be added to the presentencing report for considera-
tion along with any other adult convictions.  

“It's time to start locking up criminals who continue to  
commit serious crimes,” said Kelsey.  “That's the only wa y 
we can make our communities safer places to live.” 

Sex Offenders / Physicians -- The full Senate approved a 
House Amendment and sent to the governor legislation to 
require the Board of Medical Examiners to deny the appli-
cation for licensure or revoke the license of a physician 
convicted of an offense which requires registration as a 
violent sexual offender.  The bill, Senate Bill 3362 spon-
sored by Senator Diane Black (R-Gallatin), provides for 
communications between the Tennessee Bureau of Investi-
gation’s (TBI) Sex Offender Registry and the Board of 
Medical Examiners within 30 days to assure notification  is 
given.  It also requires the Medical Examiners make sure 
that no existing physician is currently listed on the Re gis-
try.  If a physician is on the Sex Offender Registry, bu t is 
not listed as a violent offender, they can still practice a s 
long as there is no patient contact, under the amended 
bill.  The bill also gives due process to allow physician s the 
opportunity to contest a finding by giving evidence to the 
Board that they were not the person convicted. 

Bill would protect Tennesseans from foreign defamation  
judgments by terrorists   

State Senator Bill Ketron (R-Murfreesboro) guided pas-
sage of Senate Bill 3589 through the Judiciary Committee 
this week.  The measure relates to grounds for non-
recognition of foreign defamation judgments, closely re-
sembling a similar law that was passed by the New York 
Legislature on the matter.  

The bill would help in the fight against a tactic known as 
“Libel Tourism” which results from defamation lawsuits 
filed against authors critical of individuals with kn own 
ties to terrorist organizations like al Qaeda and Hamas.  
The lawsuits have been finding their way into foreign 
courts. Ketron’s legislation ensures that Tennessee Courts 
have the ability not to recognize a foreign judgment, if that  
country’s laws protecting free speech and the free press 
are not at least as protective as freedoms provided in the  
constitutions of Tennessee and United States.  

“This bill protects all Tennesseans’ fundamental right t o 
the freedom of speech and the press without fear of repri-
sal from foreign courts,” said Senator Ketron.  

Senate passes legislation to help homeowners avoid fore-
closure 

The Senate has approved legislation sponsored by Sena-
tor Doug Overbey (R-Maryville) that would provide assis-
tance to homeowners who are about to lose their home due 
to non-payment and gives them the opportunity to contact 
their lender in an effort to avoid foreclosure.  The bill,  Sen-
ate Bill 3519, requires that a new simple and easy to un-
derstand notice be sent to homeowners when they fall be-
hind or become delinquent in their mortgage payments to 
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legislation, Senate Bill 3528 sponsored by Senator Doug 
Overbey (R-Maryville), also ensures that any assessment 
would not be passed along to patients.  In addition, hos pi-
tals have negotiated, contracted rates with payers that 
would prevent them from passing the fee on to patients.     

Report / Coal ash storage -- A resolution calling for the 
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
to file an annual report regarding TVA’s progress in tran -
sition to dry coal ash storage at coal plants in Tennessee  
has received approval on final consideration in the State 
Senate.  The measure, Senate Joint Resolution 784 spon-
sored by Senator Tim Burchett (R-Knoxville), specifies 
that the report should also contain information known to 
the department arising from the continued environmental 
restoration activities at the Kingston power plant and th e 
affected lands and rivers, and the department's records 
arising from solid waste, air quality, and water pollu tion 
control or other permitting of TVA facilities and facilit ies 
which are used for the disposition or storage of coal ash 
produced from TVA power plants.  The Roane County coal 
ash spill released more than 5.4 million cubic yards of ash 
into the river from an on-site lagoon, also referred to as a 
holding pond, at the Kingston Fossil Plant.  Fly ash i s a 
fine, glass-like powder recovered from gases created by 
coal-fired electric power generation.  

Child Abductions -- Lawmakers gave final approval to 
legislation sponsored by Speaker Pro Tempore Jamie 
Woodson (R-Knoxville) that aims to reduce the risk of child 
abduction in Tennessee.  The bill, Senate Bill 3065, would  
provide courts with guidelines to follow regard-
ing potential child abductions and to provide courts 
with appropriate measures to prevent these crimes.   

Education / MRSA – The General Assembly has ap-
proved Senate Bill 3828 sponsored by Senator Diane Black 
(R-Gallatin) to provide more information to schools regard-
ing MRSA, a potentially deadly staff infection.  The bil l 
requires the Department of Health to issue an advisory to 
K-12 schools and early education centers to explain the 
medical condition and give them guidance on steps they 
can take to protect their students.  The legislation comes  
from a case in Sumner County where an 11-year old girl 
died from the condition, pointing to the need for additional 
information on MRSA in schools. 

Medal Program – The full Senate approved Senate Bill 
2488 sponsored by Lt. Governor Ron Ramsey (R-
Blountville) that would create the Veterans' Honor Medal 
program to recognize and honor distinguished service by 
Tennessee veterans.  The Department of Veterans’ Affairs, 
under the bill, would commission the design of a medal for 
the program. 

Teacher appreciation -- State Senators gave final ap-
proval to a resolution expressing support for Tennessee 
teachers and acknowledging the role they play in the fu-
ture of the state.  Senate Joint Resolution 798, sponsored 
by Senator Dolores Gresham (R-Somerville), also recog-
nizes the challenges before teachers as a result of the Race  
to the Top Act, as well as the commitment it will take on 
the part of parents and students to make strides in im-
proving education attainment in Tennessee. 

Mammograms -- Senator Mae Beavers (R-Mt. Juliet) 
pushed passage of Senate Joint Resolution 890 through 
the full Senate this week encouraging women to consult 
with their doctors and organizations such as the Americ an 
Cancer Society when choosing to have annual mammo-
grams.  Beavers, a breast cancer survivor, credits screen-
ing and early intervention as a reason for her success in 
defeating the disease.  The resolution takes issue with the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ new 
guidelines increasing the age for baseline mammograms to 
age 50, and changing the recommendation for annual 
screenings to having the exams every other year.  The 
resolution instead urges Tennessee women to use the 
American Cancer Society’s recommended standard for an-
nual screenings beginning at age 40. 

 

companies being created in Tennessee.  Individual busi-
nesses interested in applying for the program may go to 
www.tninvestco.gov and complete an application form 
which will be submitted to each of the TNInvestco funds.   

English in the workplace – The Senate Commerce Com-
mittee has approved a bill to clarify that Tennessee em-
ployers have a right to institute an English-in-the-
workplace policy.  The bill, SB 2753 sponsored by Senator 
Jack Johnson (R-Franklin), clarifies that employers can  
require that English be spoken on the job as long as it is 
posted.  The Republican sponsor said requiring English is 
often a safety precaution. Businesses where employees are 
continuously handling toxic products or food containers 
have a need to require English.  

Holocaust Remembrance – The State Senate on Monday 
remembered those who died in the Holocaust as part of the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day each spring, 
which is observed near the Days of Yom Hashoah. The 
event was organized by Senator Andy Berke (D-
Chattanooga) and Senator Tim Burchett (R-
Knoxville).  Each year the General Assembly invites the 
Holocaust Survivors and US Army Camp Liberators to join 
in a Commemoration hosted by the Tennessee Holocaust 
Commission.  

Overreaching by Congress -- The State Senate gave final 
approval to Senate Joint Resolution 897 sponsored by Lt. 
Governor Ron Ramsey (R-Blountville) which urges Tennes-
see’s Attorney General to join 19 other states in challeng-
ing the unconstitutional provisions in the federal govern-
ment takeover of the nation’s health care system.  The 
resolution states the General Assembly shares the concern 
of other states that mandated insurance coverage for citi-
zens within their boundaries violates the Commerce 
Clause and the Tenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitu-
tion. 

Elected Attorney General -- The Senate heard two read-
ings this week of a resolution sponsored by Senator Mae 
Beavers (R-Mt. Juliet), calling for an elected State Attor-
ney General (AG).  The resolution, Senate Joint Resolution 
698, seeks to amend the state’s Constitution to allow a 
popular election every four years.  Tennessee is the only 
state in the nation that allows the State Supreme Court to 
select the attorney general.  The amendment process re-
quires three readings before a vote is taken on the resolu-
tion.  It must be approved by both the 106th General As-
sembly, currently in session, and the 107th, which wil l 
take office in 2011, before going to voters in a statewid e 
referendum in November 2014. 

College Savings -- The Senate Finance Committee has 
approved legislation to increase the number of college 
graduates by providing essential education to parents an d 
students about how to save for college.  The proposal, Sen-
ate Bill 3234 sponsored by Senate Education Committee 
Chairman Dolores Gresham (R-Somerville), would create 
an 11-member Tennessee Financial Literacy Commission 
to establish a state clearinghouse of information, re-
sources, and assistance for improving financial literacy  in 
the area of college savings. 

Similarly, a separate measure was approved by the full 
Senate that authorizes the Board of Trustees of the Ten-
nessee Baccalaureate Education System Trust (BEST) to 
establish an incentive plan to encourage citizens to parti ci-
pate in any 529 college savings program that the Board 
has contracted with to assist in these efforts.  The pro-
posal, Senate Bill 1142, also sponsored by Gresham, helps 
citizens take advantage of the incentive plans, grants and  
scholarships that could be available to them through ind i-
vidual savings accounts established by or on behalf of resi -
dents through BEST. 

Hospitals -- Members of the Senate Finance Committee 
voted this week to approve a plan to help hospitals avoid 
almost $659 million in cuts proposed in Governor Phil Bre-
desen’s 2010-2011 budget.   Hospitals have asked the Gen-
eral Assembly to assess a coverage assessment on them in 
order to raise $230 million.  Money raised would be used to 
draw down $430 million in federal funds available throug h 
a temporary Medicaid match program.  Language in the 
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The Family would like to give a special thanks to Amedi-
sys Hospice, Johnson City Medical Center and Mt. Wesley 
Church family and friends. 

Funeral Services were held at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, 
April 12, 2010 at Mt. Wesley United Methodist Church 
with Amy Holman officiating.  Graveside Service followed 
in the Mt. Wesley Cemetery. 

Pallbearers were family and friends. 
Memorial donations may be made to the Mt. Wesley 

Cemetery, c/o Dickie Kyker, 266 Roy Green Road, Telford, 
Tennessee 37690. 

Condolences may be sent to the Tipton Family online at 
www.-dillow-taylor.com  

Dillow-Taylor Funeral Home and Cremation Services are  
in charge of the arrangements. 

As requested, this obituary is a courtesy of Mountain 
City Funeral Home, 224 S. Church Street, Mountain City,  
TN 37683 

 
CHARLES H. BRAGUE 

Charles H. Brague, age 84, of Mountain City, Tennessee 
passed away on January 27, 2010 at the Sycamore Shoals 
Hospital in Elizabethton, TN.  

Charles was born on December 19, 1925 in Wheeling, 
West Virginia and was a son of the late Herschel and Edna  
Brague. He was a graduate of Northwestern University in 
Chicago, Illinois where he received his Master’s degree in 
engineering. Charles had retired as an electrical engineer 
and computer design. He had served in the U. S Navy fro m 
1943 – 1946 where he was stationed in the Asiatic- Pacifi c 
Theatre Campaigns. 

He is survived by his children David Brague, Elizabeth 
A. Ostenson, Richard C. Brague and Suzanne G. Wagner.  

A Memorial service was conducted at 6:00 P. M. Friday, 
April 16, 2010 from the Chapel of Mountain City Funeral 
Home. 

 
COY L. TAYLOR JR. 

Coy L. Taylor Jr., 52, 2340 High-
way 321, Hampton, passed away 
on Wednesday, April 14, 2010. He 
was the son of Ida Garland Taylor 
of Elizabethton and the late Coy 
L. Taylor Sr. and was born in Ab-
ingdon, Va. 

Mr. Taylor was a graduate of 
Elizabethton High School and a 
1980 graduate of East Tennessee 
State University with a Bachelor 
of Science degree. He was em-
ployed as a sales representative for Summers Hardware. 
Mr. Taylor was an avid golfer who also loved to bowl, play 
darts and watch UT and Pittsburg Steelers Football. He 
was a member of the Elizabethton Elks Lodge and was of 
the Baptist faith.   

Survivors, in addition to his mother, include his wife, 
Kathy Tipton Taylor, of the home; a daughter, Brandi Tay -
lor, and a son, Josh Sams Taylor, both of Johnson City; 
and three brothers, Stewart Taylor and his wife Teresa, 
Atlanta, Ga., Hensel Taylor, Greeneville, Tenn., and Aus-
tin “Bo” Taylor and his wife Jana, Birmingham, Ala.  Sev-
eral nieces and nephews also survive.   

The Celebration of Life Service for Mr. Taylor was con-
ducted at 7 p.m. Saturday, April 17, in the Chapel of Peace 
of Tetrick Funeral Home, Elizabethton, with Rev. Brent 
Seals officiating. 

The family will receive friends in the funeral home 
chapel from 5 to 7 p.m. Saturday, prior to the service, an d 
at the residence at other times. 

Honorary pallbearers were Kenny Webb, employees of 
Summers Hardware, Glen Shaw, Eddie Cox, Ron Crumley, 
Doc Jenkins, members of the Elizabethton Elks Lodge, his 
dart teammates and the employees of Lakeshore Marina 
and the Captain’s Table Restaurant. 

Memorials may be made to the Boys and Girls Club of 
Elizabethton/Carter County, 104 Hudson Drive, Elizabeth-
ton, TN 37643. 

Condolences may be sent to the family electronically by 
visiting www.tetrickfuneralhome.com  and signing the 
guestbook or by fax to (423) 542-9499. 

Tetrick Funeral Home, Elizabethton, is serving the Tay-
lor family. Obituary Line: (423) 543-4917. Office: (4 23) 
542-2232. 

 
 

North Carolina; sisters:  Eunice Buchberger of Boone, 
North Carolina; Lois Nivens of Charlotte, North Carolina ; 
Lilly Speak of Harrisburg, North Carolina and Gladys 
Bradshaw of Conover, North Carolina; husband, Vernon 
John Barnett; several nieces and nephews and many spe-
cial friends.  

The funeral service was held at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 17, 2010 at the Mountain City Funeral Home with 
Rev. Ray Greene to officiate.   

Graveside Service and Interment followed in the 
Sugargrove Baptist Church Cemetery of Butler, Tennes-
see. 

Pallbearers were:  William Robinson, Mark Nivens, Glen 
Norris, Tom Pass, Bill Kimberlin and Eddie Guy. 

Honorary Pallbearers were:  Robert and Billy Dotson and 
Dale Dotson. 

Condolences may be sent to the family online at 
www.mountaincityfuneralhome.com or mountain-
cityfh@embarqmail.com.  

The family of Donna Marie Burton has entrusted her 
services to Mountain City Funeral Home, 224 S. Church 
St., Mountain City, TN  37683. 

 
BETTY DIXON 

Betty Dixon, age 70, of Mountain City, Tennessee, 
passed away on Tuesday, April 13, 2010 at the Sycamore 
Shoals Hospital of Elizabethton, Tennessee.  She was born 
on February 3, 1940 to the late George and Mae Hodge 
Fritz.  In addition to her parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband, Raymond Dixon; one sister, Mary 
Hodge; four brothers:  William Fritz, Robert Lee Fritz, 
James Fritz and Stacy Paul Fritz; one sister-in-law, Betty 
Hammons and mother-in-law, Nealia Dixon.  Betty had 
attended Roan Creek Baptist Church. 

Betty is survived by two daughters:  Deborah Stansberry 
and husband Mike and Tommie Dixon and fiancé Kenneth 
Johnson, all of Mountain City, Tennessee; one son, Eddie 
Dixon of Elizabethton, Tennessee; one sister, Bulis 
Adamson of Charlotte, North Carolina; special brother-in -
law, Carl Dixon of Johnson City, Tennessee; three grand-
children:  Michael Stansberry II, Heather Stansberry an d 
Sean Dixon; two great grandchildren:  Micah Berry and 
Michael ‘BoBo’ Stansberry III; several nieces, nephews and  
cousins. 

Private Graveside Service were held on Friday, April 16, 
2010 from the Sunset Memorial Park with Mr. Steve 
Cornett to officiate. 

Pallbearers were:  Kenneth Johnson, Cory Johnson, 
Jerold Roark and Jerome Snyder, Mark Reece.  

Honorary Pallbearers were:  Mike Stansberry and Mi-
chael Stansberry II, Michael “BoBo” Stansberry III and  
Micah Berry 

At other times, friends may visit at the residence at 65 1 
Stout Road, Mountain City, TN 37683. 

Condolences may be sent to the family online at 
www.mountaincityfuneralhome.com or mountain-
cityfh@embarqmail.com.  

The family of Betty Dixon has entrusted her services to 
Mountain City Funeral Home, 224 S. Church St., Moun-
tain City, TN  37683. 

 
MRS. JOSEPHINE FERGUSON TIPTON 

Mrs. Josephine Ferguson Tipton of Limestone, Tennes-
see, passed away on Friday, April 9, 2010 at her residenc e 
surrounded by her family. 

Mrs. Tipton was a native of Washington County, Tennes-
see and the daughter of the late Roy and Nelle Henley Fer-
guson. 

Mrs. Tipton was employed by Art Craft for many years 
and retired from the Washington County Schools Food 
Service. 

She was a life long member of Mt. Wesley United Meth-
odist Church. 

Mrs. Tipton was preceded in death by one sister, Ruth 
Byrd. 

Survivors include her husband, Vanus Tipton, whom she 
married in 1960; one daughter and son-in-law, Teresa an d 
Joe Simcox of Mountain City, Tennessee; one son and 
daughter-in-law, Tony and Tammy Tipton of Limestone, 
Tennessee; special grandson and granddaughter, Hunter 
A. and Megan E. Tipton of Limestone, Tennessee and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 
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Judgment 2-17-06, 3-2-10 Taken Into Custody, **Defendan t 
Has New Charges  
5334, Dallas Estle Brown , 7 Times Continued, Fallin, To 
Have DL, 1. DOSL (DUI Related)  
5512, Brenda Buchanan , 4 Times Continued, PD, PDL & 
Rept., 1. Vehicular Homicide @ 2 Cts., 2. Vehicular As sault  
5285, Steven Wayne Buchanan , 10 Times Continued, 
Lonon, PDL & SDR, 1. Aggd. Child Abuse @ 2 Cts., 8-17- 09 & 
2-19-10 Bond Revoked  
5491, Steven Wayne Buchanan , 3 Times Continued, Lonon, 
PDL, 1. Evading Arrest By Foot, 2. DORL 1st DUI Relat ed, 3. 
Speeding 96/55, 8-17-09 & 2-19-10 Bond Revoked  
5530B, Steven Wayne Buchanan , 2 Times Continued, 
Lonon, ARR, 1. Sale Sch. II, 2-19-10 Bond Revoked  
5530, Brian Campbell , 2 Times Continued, To Hire, ARR, 1. 
Sale Sch. II  
5068, James Lee Canter , PD, VOP 1st, 1. Felony Reckless 
Endangerment, 2. Possession Of Firearm, 3. Evading Arre st  
5165, Robert R. Deluca , 6 Times Continued, PD, PDL, 1. 
Evading Arrest By Foot, 2. Resisting Arrest, 3. False Report, 
4. Criminal Trespass, 5. Assault On Off.@ 2 Cts., 6 . Vandal-
ism U/$500, 7. Promoting Manuf. Meth, 8. Initi. Proces s 
Manuf. Meth, 4-18-08, FTA, Capias Issued, No Bond, 7- 17-09 
Taken Into Custody at Jo. Co. Jail  
5522, Robert Randall Deluca , 3 Times Continued, PD, 
PDL, 1. Felony Escape  
5439, Deana L. Dean , Creech, PDL & Rehab. Status, 1. For-
gery @ 5 Cts., 2. Theft U/$500 @ 6 Cts., 3. Criminal Simula-
tion  
5439, Deana L. Dean , Creech, PDL & Rehab. Status, 1. 
Theft U/$500  
5485, Deidra R. Dunn , 5 Times Continued, Fallin, PDL, 1. 
Poss. Of Sch II For Resale, 2. Poss. Of Sch VI, 3. Pos s. Of 
Drug Paraph., 4. Maintaining A Dwelling, 5. Sale Of Sch. II @ 
4 Cts.  
5559, Jeffery Ray Dunn , ARR, 1. Maintaining A Dwelling, 
2. Poss. Of Drug Paraph., 3. Sale Of Sch. II @ 2 Cts ., 4. Sale 
Of Sch. II  
4654, Joey Keller Falls , 15 Times Continued, Fallin, Hear-
ing, 1. Introduction Contraband In Penal 2 Cts  
5239, Ebert Luther Finley , 11 Times Continued, Fallin, 
PDL, 1. Aggd. DUI, Mental Evaluation  
5398, Bobby Lynn Fletcher , 7 Times Continued, PD, Set 
Trial Date, 1. Aggd. Assault @ 2 Cts., 2. Aggd. Kid napping @ 2 
Cts., 8-17-09 Bond Revoked-New Charges  
5155, Matthew C. Fredell , Fallin, VOP 2nd Amended, 1. 
Aggd. Burglary, 2. Theft O/$1000, Judgment 4-20-09, D ef. To 
Provide School Grades  
5366, Matthew C. Fredell , VOP 2nd Amended, 1. Theft 
O/$1000, 2. Burglary, Judgment 4-20-09  
5392, Matthew C. Fredell , VOP 2nd Amended, 1. Poss. Sch. 
II For Resale, Judgment 4-20-09  
5420, Matthew C. Fredell , VOP 2nd Amended, 1. Sale Sch. 
II, Judgment 4-20-09  
5456, Dallas Wayne Furches , 6 Times Continued, Fallin, 
PDL, 1. DUI 2nd, *2-24-10 Plea Not Accepted-Judge Cup p  
5376, Travis Keith Gentry , 9 Times Continued, PD, PDL & 
Motion Revoke By DA, 1. Theft O/$1,000 (12-24-08), ***Stat e 
Of VA, Fugitive From Justice  
5378, Travis Keith Gentry , 9 Times, PD, PDL & Motion 
Revoke By DA, 1. Theft O/$1,000 (12-6-08)  
5434, Travis Keith Gentry , 7 Times Continued, PD, PDL, 1. 
Burglary @ 2 Cts  
5457, Travis Keith Gentry , PD, PDL, 1. Poss. Stolen Prop-
erty O/$1,000, 2. Coercion Of Witness, 3. Alteration Of N um-
bers (Regist.)  
5478, Travis Keith Gentry , 7 Times Continued, PD, PDL, 1. 
Failure To Appear (6-24-09 In Crim.Court)  
5516, Travis Keith Gentry , 4 Times Continued, *****3rd 
FTA Capias Issued, PD, PDL, 1. Theft O/$1000  
5223, Michael B. Groseclose , 17 Times Continued, Clerk 
Notified Southeast Bond For Court c/Defendant’s Status, Fa l-
lin, Status c/Bond, Sentencing & Capias, 1. Impersonati on 
Lic. Profess. (6-6-07), 2. Theft Over $1000 (6-6-07 ), 3-2-10 S/E 
Bonding Spoke W/Judge Cupp, Extension Granted To find 
Defendant  
5596, Michael B. Groseclose , ARR, 1. Failure To Appear 
(12-4-09)  

Trenity M Largent , 75434/ Underage Driving While Im-
paired/ to see that fine + cc pif  
Ethan Allen Lipford , 75369/ Muffler Law/ Thp Brewer, 
75369-B/ Fin Resp/ complied, 75777/ DL Viol/ compli ed, 
75777-B/ Seatbelt, 75777-C/ Reg Viol, 75777-D/ Light La w, 
75777-E/ No Ins/ complied  
Joseph Paul Mains , to have attny, 75756/ Agg burglary/ Ptl 
Putnam, 75757/ Trespassing on Quarantined Property, 75 758/ 
Evading Arrest, 75759/ Resisting Arrest, 75760/ Simp le Poss 
Sch Vi, 75761/ Poss Drug Para, 75762/ tampering w/ Ev idence  
Katherine Francis McFadden , Fallin, 71913/ Disorderly 
Conduct/ See Order/ tb dismissed cost to state  
David Tyler McKinney , 75501/ DL Viol/ to have DL, 75501-
B/ Seatbelt/ pymt comp  
William T McKinnis , Street, 73275/ DORL 1st/ Ptl Putnam, 
74766/ DORL, 74767/ Evading Arrest, 75343/ Viol Bond C on-
ditions, 75344/ Coercion of Witness, 75291/ Vandalism as  DV/ 
Dep Hughes, 75290/ Domestic Assault, 74768/ Assault  as DV/ 
Dep Dunn  
Bobby Scott Morefield , 75640/ Following too Close/ Dep 
Sutherland  
Coty Jack Pennington , 72583-V/ VOP/ CCI  
Craig Eldon Peters , 76105/ Reg Viol/ Dep Hatley, 76105-B/ 
No Ins  
Adam Lee Potter , Prelim, C. Smith 1:30, state to notify, 
75938/ Int Process to Manuf Meth/ Agt McCloud, 75939/  Poss 
Drug Para, 75940/ Agg Child Abuse, 75941/ Agg Child  Abuse 
x’s 2, 75942/ Poss Sch II  
Marlena J Roark , see if Lawson can take, Lawson, 76183/ 
Vandalism, 76182/ False Info, 76181/ PI, RO Smith re presents 
def on below charges, hearing, state to notify, 75788/ D UI 1st/ 
Dep Hatley, 75789/ DORL 2nd, 75790/ Child Endangermen t  
Richard William Russell , 75958/ DUI 1st/ Dep Brown, 
75959/ DOSL, 75960/ Light Law, 75960-B/ Driving unr eg veh  
Kelly Louise Self , to have DL and to plea, 74322/ Speeding/ 
Thp Brewer, 74322-B/ DL Viol, 74322-C/ Seatbelt, 74322 -D/ 
No Ins, 74323/ DOSL  
Pauletta Dawn Shelton , 74656/ No Ins/ to have ins  
Gary L Sluder , C. Smith 1:30, 76036/ Intit Process to manuf 
Meth/ Agt McCloud, 76037/ Felony Poss Drug Para, 76038/ 
Agg Child Abuse, 76039/ Drug Free School Zone, 76040/ P oss 
Sch II  
Jeremy D Snyder , RO Smith, 75424/ DOSL/ Thp Wills, 
75518/ Seatbelt, 75518-B/ Reg Viol, 75518-C/ Fin Resp  
Robin A Stout Stanley , 75927/ Reg Viol/ Sgt Garrison  
Sherry Lynn Stanberry , 76099/ Improper Passing/ Thp 
Wills  
Donna Ann Taylore , 75862/ DUI 1st/ Dep Brown, 75863/ 
VICL, 75864/ Unlawful Carrying or Poss of Weapon, 75866 / 
No Ins  
Dale Edward Terril , 74973/ DOSL/ Dep Hatley  
Jessica R Thompson , hearing, RO Smith, state to notify, 
75603/ Shoplifting/ Fred’s  
Anthony J Trivette , hearing, RO Smith, state to notify, 
75877/ Theft U/ $500/ Inv Woodard  
Gregory Lee Ward , hearing, Finney 1:30, 75642/ Felony 
Reckless Endg x’s 2/ Inv Guinn  
William T Ward , 76134/ Vandalism/ Sandra Baumgardner, 
76135/ Criminal Trespassing  
Bryon Keith Waters , *Remanded from Criminal Court, 
Street, 66847/ DORL 4th/ Sgt Garrison, 66916/ Seatbelt,  
66916-C/ No Ins, 66917/ Unreg veh, 66971-C/ CMV Defect s  
Teresa Kay Watson , 75425/ Reg Viol/ to have reg, 75425-B/ 
No Ins, 75425-C/ Driving Unreg Vehicle  
Ronald Dewayne West , 76004/ Speeding/ Thp Wills  
Glen A Winters , RO Smith, 74894/ DOSL 1st/ to have DL  
Steven Paul Woerner , 76088/ Speeding/ Thp Wills  
 
Criminal Court docket for Friday, April 16, 2010  
 
5424, Jeanine Rae Beach , Defendant Not To Appear, Status 
Only On Payment, 1.Failure To Display DL, Court Costs &  
Fine Are Paid In Full  
5401, Christopher R. Beesley , 7 Times Continued, PD, 
PDL, 1. Burglary Of Motor Vehicle, 2. Burglary Of Motor  Ve-
hicle, 3. Theft U/$500  
5010, Eric Joseph Blackburn , Status, 1. Aggd. Assault @ 2 
Cts., 2. Reckless Endangerment, Judgment 12-10-07  
4592, Roxanne Boyd , Carter, VOP 1st, 1. Theft O/$1,000, 

Docket                                                         from p. 13 
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Bowman, VOP 1st, 1. Vehicular Homicide By Recklessness,  2. 
Underage Consumption, Judgment 10-30-09  
5591, Cody Allen Parker , Bowman, PDL, 1. DORL (12-17-
09), 2. DORL (2-1-10), **Charges Moved From General Ses-
sions By Information Through District Attorney  
5520, John F. Reardon , 4 Times Continued, Spurrell, Set 
Trial Date, 1. Aggd. Assault Amended To Assault, App eal 
From General Sessions  
5484, David Glenn Smith , 4 Times Continued, Fallin, PDL, 
1. Poss. Sch. III, 2. Poss. Drug Paraph., 3. Poss. Sc h. II For 
Resale  
5500, Kerry L. Smith, Jr ., 3 Times Continued, Fallin, PDL, 
1. DUI 3rd, 2. DORL 2nd, 3. DORL 3rd, 10-16-09 Bond Re-
voked @ New Charges Bond Set At $50,000  
5412, Debbie Lynn Snyder , 6 Times Continued, Fallin, 
Prob. Hearing, 1. False Report @ 2 Cts.  
5405, Bobbie Miranda Stanley , 6 Times Continued, Fallin, 
Status & Get Judgments, 1. Fraud, 3-1-10, Plea In Cart er Co. 
Mrs. Pam Wilson Has File  
5558, Doran “Docky” Swift, Jr , 2 Times Continued, ARR, 1. 
Aggd. Assault, 2. Vandalism  
5544, Tina R. Tilley , 2 Times Continued, ARR, 1. Poss. Of 
Sch. IV For Resale, 2. Promotion Of Manuf. Meth  
5568, Timothy A. Turnmire , 3 Times Continued, ARR, 1. 
Attempted Burglary, 2. Poss. Burglary Tools, 3. Vanda lism, 4. 
Especially Aggd. Burglary, 5. Aggd. Burglary  
5053, Timothy Lynn Wilson , TDOC#280711, Scott, VOP 
1st, 1. Poss. Sch. II For Resale, Judgment 9-28-07  
5289, Sean Jordon , #269759, ****Maximum Security****, 
10 Times Continued, Carter, Motion Hearing Order/Waiver , 1. 
First Degree Murder, **Court Waiting On Nashville Opinion   
5066, Morris L. Marsh , #224333, ****Maximum Secu-
rity****, 14 Times Continued, Jesse, Motion Hearing Or-
der/Waiver, 1. First Degree Murder, **Court Waiting On 
Nashville Opinion  
5065, Brian Roberson , #276032, ****Maximum Secu-
rity****, 16 Times Continued, Fallin, Motion Hearing Or-
der/Waiver, 1. First Degree Murder, **Court Waiting on 
Nashville Opinion  
Add  On  
5021, Richard Ford , # 156216, 16 Times Continued, Phillips, 
PD, Motions Trial 6-1-10, 1. Attpd. 1st Degree Murder, 2. 
Poss. Weapon in Penal Facility  

5430, Christine Hall , 6 Times Continued, PD, Applying For 
Jud. Diversion, 1. Intro Or Poss. Of Drugs In Penal Fa cility  
5260, Laura A. Hampton , 8 Times Continued, PD, PDL, 1. 
DORL (10-18-07), **12-19-09 - PI Charges-Gen. Sess  
5042A, Eddie Dean Heaton , Re-Indicted 2-15-08, 14 Times 
Continued, Fallin, Reset PDL, 1. DUI (7-13-06), 2. Vi ol. Im-
plied Consent  
5042B, Eddie Dean Heaton , Re-Indicted 2-15-08, 14 Times 
Continued, Fallin, Reset PDL, 1. DUI (9-6-06), 2. Vio l. Implied 
Consent  
5394, Slyvia Ann Howard , 6 Times Continued, Fallin, PDL, 
1. Worthless Checks @ 2 Cts., Def. Has Civil Action A gainst 
Her C/Victim, Mr. Morefield  
5251, Nancy Jean Lewis , 11 Times Continued, PD, Motion 
Hearing, 1. DUI, 2. VICL @ 2 Cts., 3. DOSL, 4. Poss.  Sch. IV, 
5. Poss. Sch. III  
5410, Justin R. Matherly , Hampton, VOP 1st, 1. Theft 
O/$1,000, Judgment 12-4-09 U/ Jud. Div.  
5608, Justin R. Matherly , Hampton, ARR, 1. Theft O/$1,000  
5627, Justin R. Matherly , Hampton, ARR, 1. Aggravated 
Burglary, **Going Through Grand Jury This Date  
5058, Johnny Moore , Street, Status On Rehab., 1. Promot-
ing Manuf. Meth, Judgment 4-20-09  
5179, Bobby Scott Morefield , PD, Def. Request & Petition, 
1. Habitual Motor Offender, **Defendant Has License, DA Is  
Considering Dismissal  
5184, Bobby Scott Morefield , PD, Def. Request & PDL, 1. 
DORL 5th, 2. Seatbelt, 3. Financial Resp., 4. Violation  Regist. 
Law, **Defendant Has License, DA is Considering Dismissal   
4717, Joshua Ray Morefield , VOP 3rd, 1. Aggd. Assault, 2. 
Manuf. Sch. II, 3. Felony Evading, Judgment 12-19-06  
4878, Joshua Ray Morefield , VOP 3rd, 1. Reckless Driving, 
2. Unlawful Poss., Judgment 12-19-06  
5365, Joshua Ray Morefield , 10 Times Continued, Fallin, 
Prob. Hearing, 1. Vehicular Assault  
5322, Heather W. Mullins , 9 Times Continued, PD, PDL, 1. 
Forgery @ 16 Cts., 2. Theft U/$500.00, 3-2-10 Taken Int o Cus-
tody, **Defendant Has New Charges  
4820, Gregory Norris , PD, Status On Rehab., 1. Init. Manuf. 
Meth., 2. DOSL, 3. Pos. Sch. VI, Judgment 2-16-07  
5272, Cody Allen Parker , Transfer From Juvenile Court, 

TTD                                                               from p. 12 
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Please note the change in location. We are now meeting at  
First Christian Church every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m., un der the 
direction of Peter Wachs. Call 727-4202 for additional  infor-
mation. 

The MC/JC Community Center Activities : Friday night 
music: Any bands interested in performing for Friday nig ht 
music, please let us know. Come in and enjoy an evening of 
old time Bluegrass and country music. Children are welcom e 
when accompanied by a responsible adult. Music starts at  
6:30 p.m.   

The center’s computer lab and game room are open to 
adults from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday thru Friday, du ring 
school. Rules of conduct are posted in each room. 

We are open 5 days a week unless an event is scheduled. 
Our hours are from 10-6 with evening events scheduled. 

Monday: ACCP classes 6-8 p.m.  
Tuesday: AA 7-8 p.m. 
Thursday: Kiwanis - 12-1 p.m. and AA - 7-8 p.m.  
Friday: Bluegrass and country music each Friday. 
Monday – Friday, we have our Leaps' after-school program 

for kids 10 to 18 who are still in school. All kids who partici-
pate must be signed up by a parent or guardian. Hours for 
this program are 3:15-6 p.m., we open on snow days for k ids, 
weather permitting. 

Join the Garden Club : If you’re interested in gardening 
and in garden events, join the Johnson County Garden Club. 
For more information call 727-1565. 

First United Methodist Church : First United Methodist 
Church, 128 N. Church St., has an open heart, an open mind, 
and an open door for all to come in and be welcomed by a gra-
cious and friendly church family. We have a traditiona l ser-

raise $$ for the Jeff Shaw scholarship fund. Tickets are  $10 ea 
& the raffle will be on June 19th 2010. For more details &  
tickets, contact Val @ 727-4064   

Humane Society Recycling Programs : The Johnson 
County Humane Society collects printer cartridges, toner ca r-
tridges and digital cell phones for recycling. We accep t all 
printer cartridges except for Epson brand and those th at have 
been previously recycled. This environmentally responsible 
fundraising effort supports the foster dogs and cats while they 
await adoption. If you work for or own a business, go to a  
church or belong to a club, ask if they would allow you to  col-
lect these cartridges and phones for the benefit of the anim als. 
Printer cartridges and phones may be dropped off at High  
Country Online, 873 South Shady Street or you can call  423-
727-2566 for drop off locations. The Society also collect s alu-
minum cans for recycling. (If it sticks to a magnet, i t's not 
aluminum and we can't use it.) Our collection bins are  at the 
Mountain City Food Lion just outside the north entrance, 
Food Country just outside the east entrance near Auto Zone, 
and our new location at For Pete's Sake Recycle, 12004 Hwy  
67 in Butler, right across the street from Pleasant's Grocery 
just north of the intersection with Hwy 167. 

Unique Boutique Open : Unique Boutique, sponsored by 
First United Methodist Church, is a thrift store wit h some-
thing for everyone. Located at 122 Butler Lane in Mountain  
City, you can shop on Wednesdays, when the ‘open’ sign is 
out, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information, call Kathy 
Devine at 727-0604. 

Volunteer Center : Need a volunteer for your non-profit 
organization’s project? Call 727-0780 

Join the Community Choir : If you like to sing, are able to 
read music, and enjoy the blending of voices to make beauti ful 
music, you will want to join our growing group of singer s. contd. on p. 28 
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423-727-0345. 
Friends of the Library: Meets quarterly and supports the 

library through fund-raising events Contact Linda Icenhou r 
727-6544 for details. 

Higher Ground Peer Support Group : This is a social 
support group for those recovering from mental illness and /or 
substance abuse. Call 727-8685 for more information. We are 
now open FIVE days a week, Tues. thru Sat., from 9 - 5 .  Ac-
tivities are subject to change, and Higher Ground does n ot 
run a pickup service on those days with snow. 

Humane Society : Johnson County Humane Society meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at the First United M ethodist 
Church at 6 p.m. For more information, phone 423-768- 0896 
or write to P.O. Box 307 Mountain City, TN, 37683 or s end 
email to jchsipac@gmail.com or visit www.jchsi.org. We w el-
come new members, volunteers, and guests. 

Johnson County NAMI : Meets the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Higher Ground Peer Support Center, located at 
1952 Crossroads in Mountain City. For more information,  
please call Coy Lauer, 423-727-4794. 

Johnson County TN Community Food: Food Security 
Council meetings are held for people interested in food secu-
rity.   For more information call Tamara at 895-9980 or  email 
appnativeplants@gmail.com to find out meeting days and 
times, if you are interested in attending.  

Johnson County Trails Committee : Meets as needed 
throughout the year. For more information email 
i n f o @ j o h n s o n c o u n t y t r a i l s . o r g ,   v i s i t 
http://johnsoncountytrails.org,  or write to P.O. Box 16 Moun-
tain City, TN 37683 

Kiwanis Club of Johnson County : The Kiwanis of John-
son County meet weekly on Thursdays at the Community 
Center at 12 p.m. You are invited to join us and get invol ved 
"changing the world one child and one community at a ti me”. 
Lunch is provided by donation.  

Narcotics Anonymous:  Narcotics Anonymous is meeting 
every Wednesday @ 7 p.m. at the A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalition office 
at 138 East Main Street Mountain City, TN  

Newcomers Club : The Newcomer’s Club will be meeting 
the second Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm.  If you’re n ew 
to the area and enjoy good food, conversation, and meeting 
new friends, please come and join us!  Contact Carol Frank  at 
727-5487 for directions and other information. 

Rotary Club : The Mountain City chapter of Rotary Inter-
national, a service organization with both local and inter na-
tional projects, meets Monday evenings at 5:30 p.m. at the  
Senior Center. For more information, contact club president 
Beverly Teague – 727-9816. 

Senior Citizens Advisory Council : Meeting 1st Monday of 
each month at 12:15 pm at the Senior Citizens Center 727 -
8883 

Shady Valley Ruritan Club : Regular meeting dates: 2nd 
Thursday of each month. Contact person: Jean Sparger 739-
4326  

United Way of Mountain City/Johnson County : Regular 
meeting dates: monthly – then weekly during campaign. Con -
tact person: Ronnie Perkins, Judy McGuire 727-6737 

Watauga Watershed Alliance/Sierra Club : Meets the 
2nd Tuesday of every month. Contact Gloria 727-4797 or Den -
nis 423-534-4804 for details. 

vice with strong preaching, children’s church, and an excep-
tional music program. One of our major areas of concern is 
local missions to which we donate, along with member contri -
butions, the earnings from our Unique Boutique, located be-
hind the church on Butler Street. Each Sunday morning Cof-
fee begins at 9:30; Sunday School at 10:00; and Morning Wor-
ship at 11:00. 

Trade United Methodist Church : Sunday Worship 9:00 
am; Sunday School 10:00 am; Wednesday Choir Rehearsal 
6:30 pm; Holy Communion is the first Sunday of each month.  

Regular organization meetings:  
A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalition, Inc. : The ACTION Coalition meet-

ings are on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at the Communit y 
Center @ 11:30a.m - 1 p.m. www.jctnac.org  Contact Per son: 
Angela Wills, 727-0780 

Al-Anon : Al-Anon meetings Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Action Coalition Bldg., East Main St, Mountain City. Ca ll 
Julia at 727-0412 or Cindy at 727-7261 for more info 

Alcoholics Anonymous : Alcoholics Anonymous meets each 
Tuesday and Thursday night at the community center fro m 7 
to 8 p.m. Call Julie at 727-0412 for more info. 

Amateur Radio Club : The Johnson County Amateur Ra-
dio Club meets the second Tuesday of each month at the 
Johnson County Emergency Center, back door, 7 p.m. (next t o 
post office). For information contact Frank Liberstein 
(W4FRL) 423-727-0333. 

Arts Council Meetings : 4th Thursday of each month at 
6:30 at Community Center. Call 727-2942 for more inform a-
tion 

Butler Ruritan : meets the 4th Monday of every month at 
the Butler Ruritan Hall. Time is 6:30 PM for the potlu ck and 
7:00 PM meeting. We welcome any interested seasonal and 
permanent residents, as well as businesses, to our meetings.  
Located just one block off Hwy. 67, on Piercetown Rd., above  
the Butler Fire Dept. Inquiries? Call 423-768-3936 or 4 23-
768-3159. 

Chamber of Commerce : The J.C. Chamber is organized 
for the purpose of advancing the economic, industrial, p rofes-
sional, cultural and civil welfare of the Johnson County a rea. 
The Chamber meetings are each month on the 3rd Tuesday, 
6:30 p.m. at the Johnson County Welcome Center. 
http://www.johnsoncountychamber.org   

Crossroads Medical Mission : Crossroads Medical Mission 
is held the first Thursday of each month at St. Anthon y’s 
Catholic Church from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. They perform urgen t 
care, screenings, minor surgery, patient education, referra ls, 
pharmacy and labs. This is done without regard to one’s ab il-
ity to pay, although they will accept donations. This serv ice is 
open to the public, and is sponsored by the First United Met h-
odist Church. 

Experimental Aircraft Association meeting : Local EAA 
Chapter 1136 (Experimental Aircraft Association) meets the 
second Sunday of every month at the airport. For more inf or-
mation, call 727-1223. www.eaa1136.com   

Fibromyalgia support group : Fibromyalgia support 
group meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month at 2 
p.m., Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 3385 Roan Creek Rd 
Mountain City, TN 37683.Enter through lower level rear door.  

TTD                                                               from p. 27 
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Roll # Date Issue Question Roe Result 

211 2010-04-15 H R 4851 On Motion to Concur in the Senate Amendment 
  

Continuing Extension Act 

Yes Passed 

210 2010-04-15 H RES 1242 On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree 
  

Congratulating the Duke University mens basketball team for winning the 2010 
NCAA Division I Mens Basketball National Championsh ip 

Yes Passed 

209 2010-04-15 H R 4715 On Passage 
  

To amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to  reauthorize the National 
Estuary Program, and for other purposes. 

No Passed 

208 2010-04-15 H R 4715 On Motion to Recommit with Instructions 
  

To amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to  reauthorize the National 
Estuary Program, and for other purposes. 

Yes Rejected 

207 2010-04-15 H R 4715 On Agreeing to the Amendmen t 
  

Shea-Porter of New Hampshire Amendment 

No Agreed to 

206 2010-04-15 H RES 1255 On Motion to Refer the Resolution 
  

Raising a question of the privileges of the House 

Yes Passed 

205 2010-04-15 H RES 1062 On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree, as Amended 
  

Recognizing the Coast Guard Group Astorias more tha n 60 years of service to the 
Pacific Northwest, and for other purposes 

Yes Passed 

204 2010-04-15 H RES 1248 On Agreeing to the Resolution 
  

Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 4715) , Clean Estuaries Act of 2010 
and waiving a requirement of clause 6(a) of rule XI II with respect to consideration 
of certain resolutions reported from the Committee on Rules, and providing for 
consideration of motions to suspend the rules 

No Passed 

203 2010-04-14 H RES 1246 On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree 
  

Expressing sympathy to the people of Poland in the aftermath of the tragic plane 
crash that killed the countrys President, First Lad y, and 94 others on April 10, 
2010 

Yes Passed 

202 2010-04-14 H RES 1249 On Motion to Refer the Resolution 
  

  

No Passed 

201 2010-04-14 H R 3125 On Motion to Suspend the Ru les and Pass, as Amended 
  

To require an inventory of radio spectrum bands man aged by the National Tele-
communications and Information Administration and t he Federal Communica-
tions Commission. 

Yes Passed 

200 2010-04-14 H R 4994 On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as Amended  
  

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to reduc e taxpayer burdens and 
enhance taxpayer protections, and for other purpose s. 

Yes Passed 

199 2010-04-14 H RES 1236 On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree 
  

Honoring the coal miners who perished in the Upper Big Branch Mine-South in 
Raleigh County, West Virginia, extending condolence s to their families and recog-
nizing the valiant efforts of emergency response wo rkers at the mine disaster. 

Yes Passed 

198 2010-04-13 H RES 1042 On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree 
  

Commending the Boise State University Broncos footb all team for winning the 
2010 Fiesta Bowl 

Yes Passed 

197 2010-04-13 H RES 1041 On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree 
  

Congratulating and commending the University of Ida hos football team for win-
ning the 2009 Humanitarian Bowl in Boise, Idaho 

Yes Passed 

196 2010-04-13 H RES 1222 On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree 
  

Supporting the goals and ideals of National Library  Week 

Yes Passed 



Monday, April 19, 2010   SECTION A ~ PAGE 30 
B.A.D .  IDEA NEWS™  

THE BEST LOCAL NEWS AND V IEWS 

VOTING RECORDS  
Courtesy of Kitty Hegemann 

 

 

Roll # Date Issue Question Alexander Corker Result 

117 2010-04-15 H.R. 4851 On Passage of the Bill 
  

H.R. 4851 As Amended; Continuing Extension Act of 2 010 

No No Passed 

116 2010-04-15 H.R. 4851 On the Cloture Motion S.Amdt. 3721 
  

Motion to Invoke Cloture on Baucus Amdt. No. 3721, As Modi-
fied; In the nature of a substitute. 

No No Agreed To 

115 2010-04-15 H.R. 4851 On the Amendment S.Amdt. 3 724 
  

McCain Amdt. No. 3724 As Modified; Expressing the s ense of 
the Senate that the Value Added Tax is a massive ta x increase 
that will cripple families on fixed income and only  further push 
back America's economic recovery and the Senate opp oses a 

Value Added Tax. 

Yes Yes Agreed To 

114 2010-04-15 H.R. 4851 On the Motion to Table S.Amdt. 3727 
  

Motion To Table Coburn Amdt. No. 3727; To pay for t he full 
cost of extending additional unemployment insurance  and 
other Federal programs. 

No No Agreed To 

113 2010-04-15 H.R. 4851 On the Motion to Table S.A mdt. 3726 
  

Motion To Table Coburn Amdt. No. 3726; To pay for t he full 
cost of extending additional unemployment insurance  and 
other Federal programs. 

No No Agreed To 

112 2010-04-14 H.R. 4851 On the Motion S.Amdt. 3721 
  

Upon Reconsideration Motion To Waive All Applicable  Budget-
ary Discipline Baucus Amdt. No. 3721, As Modified; In the 
nature of a substitute. 

No No Agreed To 

111 2010-04-14 H.R. 4851 On the Motion to Table S.A mdt. 3723 
  

Motion to Table Coburn Amdt. No. 3723 As Modified; To pay 
for the full cost of extending additional unemploym ent insur-
ance and other Federal programs by rescinding unspe nt federal 
funds not obligated for any purpose. 

No No Agreed To 

110 2010-04-14 H.R. 4851 On the Motion S.Amdt. 3721 
  

Motion to Waive All Applicable Budgetary Discipline  - Baucus 
Amdt. No. 3721, As Modified; In the nature of a sub stitute. 

No No Rejected 

109 2010-04-12 H.R. 4851 On Cloture on the Motion t o Proceed 
  

Motion to Invoke Cloture on the Motion to Proceed t o H.R. 
4851; Continuing Extension Act of 2010 

No No Agreed To 

 
 
 

Tell them you saw 
their ad  

in B.A.D. Idea News 

 



~ RESCUE D.O.G. PETS FOR ADOPTION ~ 

 
During bad weather make sure all animals 

have a warm place to sleep, plenty of food, & lots 
of water! 

Rescue D.O.G. is a private rescue shelter de-
voted to saving lives and properly caring for 
God's creatures. Rescue D.O.G. strives to place 
the animals in only the best suited environ-
ments for their individual needs. The animal's 
welfare is our main concern.  

Adoption procedures & adoption donations 
vary with each animal. 

Don't throw away old blankets or dog sup-
plies .. DONATE them to us! Can you provide a 
temporary loving home? BE A FOSTER PAR-
ENT!!! 

For information call 423-727-8744 or email 
saveonelife@yahoo.com    
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Scooter  .. 11 
Month Old Male. 
Basenji Mix. Intel-
ligent, Excellent 
Guard Dog. Cara-
mel in Color with 
White Paws 
& White Blaze on 
Scooter's Chest. 
Current on Routine 
Vaccinations, In-
cluding Rabies & 
Deworming 

  

"There are three faithful friends – an old wife, an old do g, and 
ready money." 

~ Benjamin Franklin, 1706-1790, American founding fa ther, scien-
tist, publisher & diplomat 

Rascal  -- 1 - 2 Year Old Male. Pure Breed Yellow 
Lab. Current on Routine Vaccinations, Including 
Rabies, & Dewormed. Formerly Owned by John-
son County Police Officer. Rascal loves to play 
fetch! 

 
 
 
M a r c y :  P i t 
Bull / Pug Cross. 
Petite Female. 
Curly Tail with 
Tons of Affection. 
Current on Routine 
Vaccinations 
  

 
 
 
 
Pearl : Spayed, Female 
Jack Russell. Weighs 
14 Lbs.  Loves to tap 
dance & play fetch! 

 

Trooper  -- 8 Month 
Old Female. Ba-
senji/German Shep-
herd Mix. Current 
on Routine Vaccina-
tions, Including Ra-
bies, & Dewormed. 
Spay Date is Sched-
uled. Trooper 
is terrific on a lead, 
with children, but is 
also a perfect guard 
dog! 



~ P.A.C. PETS FOR ADOPTION ~ 

 
For more info and pictures of these and our 

other animals, go to www.jchsi.org and click 
on "GO!". 

Our “Cats for Seniors” program allows a senior 
who is 55 years of age or older to adopt a feline 
companion for free. The cats are neutered, de-
wormed and up to date on shots. They are litter 
trained and will cuddle. They must be kept in-
doors. Call 423-768-0896 or check out our web-
site at: www.jchsi.org. To get information on an 
animal, please go to www.jchsi.org or 
www.jchsi37683.petfinder.com. 

To schedule an appointment to adopt a dog or 
cat, please call 423-768-0896 or email jchsi-
pac@gmail.com. If you want to adopt an animal 
that has not yet been neutered, you may reserve 
it by submitting an adoption application and 
paying a 50% deposit. Adoption fees cover neu-
tering, current rabies and other vaccinations, 
deworming, micro-chipping, a starter bag of 
food, a collar and leash for dogs or cat carrier for 
cats, and toys. 
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"The mathematical probability of a common cat doing exac tly as 
it pleases is the one scientific absolute in the world." 

~ Lynn M. Osband 
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Midnight  looks like a black panther. In fact, he 
thinks he IS one. So if you have wild boars tram-
pling and rooting the houseplants in your living 
room, Midnight can probably get rid of them. The 
boars, not the plants.  

Kennedy  is brother to Theodore. BIG brother, at 
this point. You are going to wear out your camera 
taking pictures of this handsome cutie. Kennedy 
has loads of energy and loves to chase the other 
dogs around. However, when he is finished, he 
will curl up on your lap for a nap. As he matures, 
you may find yourself needing a larger lap.  

 

 

Annie , a large shep-
herd-hound mix, 
loves to play with all 
of our other dogs, big 
and small. She is 
good with other dogs, 
loves chasing balls 
and other toys. Proba-
bly the most easily 
trained of all our 
dogs.  

 

Fawn  is an active, 
young female shep-
herd mix who likes 
people and other 
dogs. She would make 
a good companion 
animal, since she has 
a lot of energy but 
knows how to walk on 
a leash. She doesn't 
photograph well, but 
we're still working on 
it 'cause she's so cute.  

 

 

 

Star is part of a litter 
of 6 who were aban-
doned. She is on our 
varsity Hide-and-
Seek team and is 
ready to come play on 
your court. 


