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After these awards, the evening closed with the installa-
tion of officers: Frank Arnold as vice president, Nancy 
Drake, treasurer and David Sexton in another term as 
president and a recognition of each of the county officials 
and candidates present.  

Shopping Center on South Shady Street. They are Zhi 
Chen and Yan Ni, who took over management of the busi-
ness in 2007 after moving here from Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania. Arnold reported that the couple have become very 
successful with the restaurant and have opened four more 
in the region. Arnold accepted the award on their behalf, 
as the pressures of business prevented them from attend-
ing.  

The next award was the While working with the dairy, 
Hawkins became involved in the American Dairyman As-
sociation, eventually becoming president of the organiza-
tion. Besides his involvement in that group, Hawkins was 
appointed by Governor Lamar Alexander as colonel of his 
staff and, in 1985, was elected to the House of Representa-
tives, filling a vacancy in that chamber. He was re-elected 
for two-year terms in both 1986 and 1988, resigning in 
1989 to accept an appointment with the US Department of 
Agriculture as a national director at large.  

Hawkins, who is a charter member of the Chamber of 
Commerce, retired in 1997, although he remains active in 
the Taylorsville Lodge of Masons, the Shriners and also in 
Pleasant Grove Church near his boyhood home on Crack-
ers Neck.  

The Mary Nave Ahrends Volunteer of the Year award 
was presented by David Sexton to Terri Warden. This 
award, named for the chamber's first volunteer, is given to 
that recipient who most epitomizes the volunteering spirit 
within Johnson County. Warden is a 1964 graduate of 
Johnson County High School and is involved with a long 
list of volunteer activities, including the boosters club, 
adult education program, Mountain City Sunflower Festi-
val and also continues to assist the chamber.  

Volunteer                                 from p. 4 

Chamber                                                      from p. 18 

 

MAY PROPERTY TRANSFERS 

Site (http://www.thepetitionsite.com/
takeaction/130/013/682) aims to encourage 
President Obama to reconsider his plan to 
expand offshore drilling and invest in clean 
energy resources. A similar petition can be 
found on TrueMajority.org (http://
a c t . t r uem aj o r i t ya c t i o n .o r g / p / 7 0 0 2 /
nodrilling?petition_KEY=163).  

Join the Facebook group 1 Million Strong 
Against Offshore Drilling (http://
a c t . t r uem aj o r i t ya c t i o n .o r g / p / 7 0 0 2 /
nodrilling?petition_KEY=163).  Check out 
the action page for more suggestions of how 
to lend your voice to the anti-drilling move-
ment. 

If you want to do more after writing to 
your representatives, you can always boy-
cott BP products. The main ones you use? 
Arco and ampm. If Americans stopped buy-
ing gas and products from these places, 
they'd feel it. Currently, BP has seen very 
little economic backlash from the spill. 
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David Pleasant: We need education, a bunch of it, to 
make people aware. Maybe even a referendum for a public 
vote, but we need to stress education. 

Larry Potter: Education helps, but most people are for 
animal control. Money will always be the issue. We need a 
good committee, good plans, and start from there. We need 
someone to research grants full time. 

Kenneth McQueen: Grants are very competitive. It’s criti-
cal to get someone who knows what and when, someone 
who is familiar with grant funding.  

Scott Teague: Having a grant person would be good. I’ve 
written grants also. 

David Pleasant: There are grants to be found but once 
they’re started, they phase out and the county has to take 
over [supplying the money]. 

Question: How will you communicate with the public at 
large? How will you work to let people know what’s going 
on? 

David Snyder: I would have town hall meetings monthly. 
Larry Potter: Email, call me, internet. 
Kenneth McQueen: Email, and the mayor’s office could 

send out text alerts. 
Scott Teague: Email … a text alert is a good idea. Also 

communicating on a website. I’d like to have quarterly 
town hall meetings. 

Jerry Jordan: A call tree, maybe every six months, and 
communicate over the internet. 

Ray Allen: I like the internet but lots of folks don’t have 
it. We could do mailers. 

Question: What are your individual philosophies on how 
to look for areas to cut from the budget? 

Ray Allen: We need to bring in new businesses, give peo-
ple a reason to stop here. I do not believe in raising taxes, 
but raising the tax base instead.  We need to draw big 
name businesses here. 

Jerry Jordan: We need to try and help present busi-
nesses survive. I’ve looked at the county budget and I will 
have to look at the school system. We have to prioritize 
what we need. I’m studying and will continue to do so. 

Scott Teague: I’m a proponent for growth, not cutting, 
and I’m not a Wal-Mart person. Johnson County is like a 
jigsaw puzzle with a few pieces missing. We need to spend 
our money in the county. 

Kenneth McQueen: I’d have to look at the budget to make 
sure we’re not duplicating services – find what we need 
and what we can do without – and find someplace we can 
squeeze. 

Larry Potter: We have to boost the local economy. 
Donald Snyder: Cut out what least affects the taxpayers. 
And a final comment from a member of the audience: We 

need to capitalize on the uniqueness of the area; realize 
but don’t destroy. I hope you gentlemen have this vision. 

like to see a county animal control officer but there are 
problems … we need more than what we have. 

Question: Would you press for an animal control officer, 
and would you make plans for a shelter? 

Parsons: We don’t have any limits set on what [City Ani-
mal Control Officer Gary Phillips] can do for the county. 
And yes, I would press. 

(Parsons had to leave at this time and the remaining 
nine candidates answered the same question.) 

Donald Snyder: I hear about this issue a lot when I’m out 
campaigning. It would cost some money but we should be 
able to find a way in the budget without raising taxes. If it 
were for a county shelter, yes, I would press. 

David Pleasant: I’d have to look into funding – about 
$24,000 a year would be the cheapest we could get by on 
for a salary but that’s not the bottom line. There’s insur-
ance, we’d have to buy a vehicle. I’d have to look at the 
budget and make sure the funds were there. 

Larry Potter: I would definitely press the issue. I’d like 
take it to the public and bring different ideas to the table. 
We could use prison labor, but money is the issue. There 
are grants … we’d have to look under every stone for 
money. But there are greater problems; next year’s budget 
is crucial. We need to press on collecting unpaid taxes also. 

Kenneth McQueen: I would definitely support county ani-
mal control; the commission would have to adopt statutes, 
we would have to work with the city … it’s expensive to 
develop a shelter and the commission would have to decide 
how and what. As I see it right now, the commission 
wouldn’t vote for it. We may have to use a lot of persua-
sion. We need a committee active and pursuing the issue. 

Scott Teague: I concur with what has been said so far. 
I’m 100% in support of a county animal shelter. We need to 
educate citizens and hold them responsible. May public 
service announcements, have a spokesperson, challenge 
the citizens to be responsible pet owners. The Humane 
Society’s presence and support is needed. The mayor has 
the influence to try and sell the idea to the commission. 

Jerry Jordan: I will press for an officer and shelter. 
While campaigning, I have heard concerns about animal 
control. We will also need an educational process. 

Ray Allen: Animal control is a necessity. Wild dogs were 
a problem at one time and they could come back. We need 
a facility and we will find the money somewhere. 

A comment from a member of the audience: Money is the 
problem, and the county doesn’t need to be hit with a $10 
million lawsuit [ref. injuries from wounds inflicted by a 
stray animal]. A good animal control program could be 
self-supporting – if county citizens know they will be fined, 
they will pay. 

Question: What would it take from the public to get 
eight commissioners to say “We need …”? If they got phone 
calls, petitions? 

protecting those added areas is much closer to becoming a 
reality." 

"Nearly 75 percent of east Tennessee voters support 
more wilderness on the Cherokee National Forest includ-
ing hunters, anglers, hikers, ATV riders and mountain 
bikers," added Hunter, referring to an independent Ayres, 
McHenry and Associates survey conducted in January.  
"This overwhelming support shows how important our 
public lands are to a variety of interests." 

Tennessee Wild is dedicated to protecting wilderness on 
the Cherokee National Forest for the benefit and enjoy-
ment of current and future generations. We aim to educate 
the public about the benefits of wilderness and promote 
volunteerism and the sound stewardship of Tennessee's 
wild places. Members of the coalition are: Southern Appa-
lachian Forest Coalition, Southern Environmental Law 
Center, Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning, 
Cherokee Forest Voices, The Wilderness Society, Cam-
paign for America's Wilderness of the Pew Environment 
Group, Smoky Mountains Hiking Club and Tennessee 
Chapter-Sierra Club. 

 
Source  http : / /www.tnwild .org/news/rel eases /

conservationists_applaud_new_wilderness_bill_tennessee  
Links: [1] http://www.tnwild.org/  

recreation activities. Protecting these natural areas for 
future generations of outdoor lovers is at the core of our 
business philosophy, and also part of our responsibility as 
Americans to leave wilderness spaces for our children to 
enjoy." 

"The saints have taught that we encounter God, and 
learn about God, in a special way in nature," said Robin 
Gottfried, executive director of the Center for Religion and 
Environment at Sewanee: The University of the South.  
"Wilderness offers us the chance to do so with the least 
distractions from human interference. In a time of growing 
populations and shrinking natural areas, wilderness areas 
such as these represent an increasingly critical spiritual 
resource for people of all faith traditions." 

Will Skelton, a retired Knoxville attorney and longtime 
wilderness activist expressed delight in seeing these areas 
protected.  "As coordinator of the successful effort in the 
1980s to protect as federally designated wilderness some of 
the Cherokee National Forest's most scenic areas, I have 
long hoped that several beautiful and deserving additional 
areas could someday be similarly protected, including the 
Upper Bald River area.  With the introduction of the cur-
rent wilderness bill by Senators Alexander and Corker, 
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State Reps                                                    from p. 2 illegal aliens and further empowerment of law enforce-
ment.  

The question period then began with Summers explain-
ing that all questions would be answered by each candi-
date in a varying order to be determined by himself and 
Comeax.  He said that each one would have three minutes 
for a response. Comeaux then explained the markers to be 
shown to the speaking candidates at the 15 second and 
“stop talking” points. With these details discussed, Sum-
mers threw the meeting open to question from the audi-
ence. The answers, below, are not verbatim but are be-
lieved to accurately represent both the meaning and sub-
stance of the candidate's response in each case.  

The first audience question was: Where do you stand on 
term limits?  

Joe Mike Akard:  I could go either way on that question. 
I'm not sure we need them. If we don't like the incumbent, 
vote them out.  

Marvin Gurley: I'm definitely for term limits. No one 
starting this government envisioned people making a life-
time career out of government. Get elected, go serve in 
office and then return to where you came from and live 
with the laws that you, yourself, wrote.  

Scotty Campbell: I've never taken a public position on 
this. It might be useful but incumbents can always be 
voted out. My vote on that question, if it comes up, will be 
what Johnson County tells me it should be. I'm going to 
represent your views on the issue.  

Timothy Hill: Absolutely in favor of term limits. How-
ever, I like the idea of non-consecutive terms. If an incum-
bent has reached the limit of service and then runs again 
after having been out of office one or more election cycles, 
that's good. It provides a candidate with a track record the 
voters can judge without giving him the advantage of in-
cumbency. If the voters elect that candidate, you know it's 
someone they want.  

The next audience question was “What's your stand on 
states' rights?  

Timothy Hill: Nothing is more paramount than states' 
rights. Protecting Tennessee from the U.S. needs to be our 
highest priority. The 10th amendment must be respected 
and defended.  

Sherry Greene Grubb: We give away bits and pieces of 
our state when we accept grant money. We need to stand 
up for ourselves and stop letting the U.S. dictate.  In my 
experience, I've found that, while the U.S. provides a little 
over 2% of money to the state, it institutes 75-80% of the 
regulations we labor under. We have to get the federal gov-
ernment under control.  

Scotty Campbell: Federal dollars simply come with too 
many strings attached. We have to provide for ourselves 
and tell the federal government to stay out.  

Marvin Gurley: There can be a legitimate system of na-
tionwide taxation and grants from Washington but it has 
to be based on the numbers (population and budget), not 
on philosophies. Otherwise, money from the nation simply 
becomes part of the carrot and stick method of govern-
ment.  

Joe Mike Akard: The key word here is “rights.” States, as 
well as individuals, have many rights which the federal 
government is just not respecting. I'm very pro-gun and 
I've seen a constant string of assaults on my rights and on 
states' rights in that field. The U.S. government uses fed-
eral dollars as a club: it boils down to play it their way or 
you don't get the money. It's not right.  

“Considering the economy we have now, how are you go-
ing to address shortfalls in the state's budget? Are you in 
favor of tax cuts, cuts in expenditures or both?” was the 
next question asked.  

Joe Mike Akard:  Efficiency is the key word in this. You 
can only do much with cuts of any kind. You need to take 
what you have, what you need and put them together a 
way to handle the result well. There's so much waste all 
across the state (several examples given). We need to end 

cause of mis-information regarding the TEA Party and its 
members in the media and among the general public. Mov-
ing on, he tossed out the question, “What should the states 
and citizens do when the federal government usurps the 
Constitution?” He pointed out again that, due to time con-
straints, the question wouldn't be discussed in detail this 
evening but he stated that it was a part of “overall consti-
tutional knowledge” that audience members should be con-
stantly obtaining.  

Just before the forum began, Comeaux turned to the $13 
trillion debt load of the U.S. and wrapped up his remarks 
with, “2010 needs to be the year we stop traveling down 
this insane path we're on.”  

Comeaux then introduced Joe Summers, who was to 
monitor the upcoming forum, with Comeaux serving as 
time keeper.  

Summers asked all the candidates present to come for-
ward and introduce themselves before the questions be-
gan.  

The candidates made their way though the audience in 
no particular order and the first to introduce himself was 
Joe Mike Akard, who spoke briefly saying that he had a lot 
of experience in county government and, citing some of his 
previous activities, pointed out that he believes, “...  I know 
the people in Nashville and how to best work with them.”  

Scotty Campbell appeared next, announcing that he was 
the only candidate for the office from Johnson County. He 
quickly covered his history as a Johnson County High 
School student and went on to highlight some his work 
experience. He ended by saying that, “....government 
spends way too much of our dollars .... we need to get back 
to basics and I'll take your needs to Nashville.”  

Next was Sherry Greene Grubb. She emphasized her 
youth spent on the farm as part of a working farm family. 
She began to outline her positions by saying, “First, you 
need to know I'm a Christian – if that's a problem for you, 
nothing else matters, it's who I am.” She went on to recap 
her experiences as a working mother. She then spoke at 
greater length reviewing the changes she has seen in the 
country, a declining sense of personal responsibility, a will-
ingness to 'take but not to give, 'as she put it, and spoke 
against illegal immigration and in favor of “good, solid 
foundations” for children in elementary and high school.   

Marvin Gurley then stepped up and spoke of his business 
experience and his success in self-starting businesses. He 
explained the business principles he had learned over 27 
years and ended by saying, “ ...we can not continue the 
way we are going. We need business sense and common 
sense”.  

Timothy Hill, last of the candidates to introduce himself, 
spoke about HB 2681 which, on May 5, put Tennessee into 
position as the second state in the nation to stop some 
parts of the abortion funding in the national health care 
bill President Barack Obama signed. Hill said that more 
similar actions by states in preventing federal incursions 
need to take place. He strongly urged the complete aboli-
tion of any incentive for any illegal immigrant to remain in 
Tennessee, including laws such as recently passed in Ari-
zona, a system of fines for employers who knowingly hire 

BILL McMILLAN’S MOUNTAIN CITY WEATHER  

FORECAST 

www.mountaincityweathercenter.com 
contd. on p. 22 
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that. Attitude among state department personnel is a huge 
problem.  

An audience member said, “All of you have told us what 
you're going to do but, let's face it, you're just one person 
and one little cog in the government machine. Plus that, 
you're newly elected and won't have any seniority. So it 
may not matter what you tell us you're going to do. I want 
to know how you're going to get others to work with you so 
something does get done. How are you going to leverage 
your office to get other representatives to work for what we 
want?”  

Scotty Campbell:  I have personally worked with all 99 
members of the house and have excellent communications 
with them. It's communication that matters. Positions pa-
pers, email, face to face contacts all work. I've seen repre-
sentatives come into committee, have their proposal shot 
down and then, when I ask them if they talked to any of 
the committee members before the hearing, they just say, 
“No.” That won't work  

Marvin Gurley: You've got to be a team player when 
you're there. I've been on a lot of teams. When I was young 
I loved sports and I learned real early that the team wins, 
not just one of the players. You've got to get across to the 
right people.  

Joe Mike Akard:  Differences between people and their 
approach to problems need to be recognized. Vote groups 
from the urban areas are hogging projects because they 
have huge amounts of votes in a very small geographical 
area and they can trade off between themselves. We are a 
sparsely settled, rural area and we just have to be able to 
work with these big blocks to get them to sometimes sup-
port our needs. You have to know how to work with people.  

Timothy Hill:  Compromise, compromise! That's what I'm 
hearing here and it's wrong. We are about to have a sig-
nificant win by the responsible conservatives in this state 
and we need to use it. We need leadership, not the back-
scratching that we're hearing about here. I'm going to go to 
Nashville and stand on my principals and values and 
there's not going to be any compromise.  

Sherry Greene Grubb:  I really feel like I'm not just sit-
ting in the middle between these two candidates but am 
politically caught in the middle between their philoso-
phies. Actually I am in the middle and I like that. I don't 
want absolutism of the kind I'm seeing today in Washing-
ton. We have to be true to our basic beliefs but we need to 
build coalitions. I may make some here nervous when I say 
this but I'll talk to the Devil himself if it will bring about 
the right result. I want to go to Nashville and be the per-
son that builds relationships.  

When closing, the candidates were asked about their 
willingness to sign on to the Contract from America.  

Scotty Campbell: I will not sign any pledge. How can I 
foretell what conditions or what situations I'll encounter? 
I'm in favor of nearly all the pledge items but it's not real-
istic to blindly agree to it.  

Marvin Gurley: The large issue in the Contract is the 
protection of the US Constitution and I firmly believe we 
need to support it.  

Sherry Greene Grubb: First I want to thank all of you 
here tonight. I didn't expect as many to be here and you've 
given me real hope in this race. I ask for your vote.  

Timothy Hill: I'm looking forward to being a voice for our 
values. I'm excited about being that strong Joe Mike 
Akard: I believe in helping people when they need help. 
There are some items on the pledge I don't agree with. 
Taxes can't just be cut across the board – some of the cuts 
are needed and some are not. You have to spur economic 
development.  

Summers then asked all the veterans to stand for a mo-
ment of recognition and Comeaux repeated his previous 
announcement of a TEA Party rally, tentatively scheduled 
for the second week of July and planned to be held in 
Ralph Stout Park. He asked all to watch for the final an-
nouncements and to attend along with as many others as 
they could bring.  

With a final thanks to all the candidates and a reminder 
that the TEA Party movement welcomed input from candi-
dates of all stripes, the meeting was closed by Comeaux.  

that, and, if we do, most of our budget problems will take 
care of themselves.  

Marvin Gurley: I agree with Joe Mike on this. There is 
enormous waste in this state and in all levels of govern-
ment.  

Scotty Campbell: There has to be accountability in this 
process. Agencies have to accept responsibility for their 
expenses. Color printing of documents is very expensive 
(examples) and, in many cases, a black and white print or 
a PDF, if electronically delivered, would be much less 
costly and just as effective.  

Sherry Greene Grubb: We have to look at the facts when 
in office. We do need efficiencies but not at the cost of hurt-
ing our employees. Many times, departments can be run 
with fewer staffers, but those decreases in staffing need to 
come about by attrition as people retire or move away. 
With careful planning, this can result in great savings 
without harming our people. One of the things we need is 
for the state to act smarter. I have knowledge of a house in 
foreclosure for which a couple was prepared to pay 
$92,000. Before they could do that, it was taken over by 
the state, which then spent approximately $30,000 and 
subsequently sold it for $62,000. The state actually pre-
vented this couple from saving the taxpayers $60,000. The 
state literally threw that money away.  

Timothy Hill: Remember, we don't have a revenue prob-
lem, we have a spending problem. Eight years ago the 
state budget was about $19 billion, now it's around $30 
billion. Spending is just out of control.  

A member of the audience brought up the issue of candi-
dates “winning” with far less than a majority (50%+) of the 
votes cast. His question was two-fold: “What will you do to 
encourage a 'run off ' system in which any office not having 
a candidate with 50% of the votes after the election will 
require a second run between the two highest vote getters 
– and will you support a “none-of the-above” entry on state 
and local ballots?”  

Sherry Greene Grubb: The use of primaries will take 
care of this. Won't support a runoff. Runoff elections are 
not free and the voters should not have to bear the burden 
of them.  

Scotty Campbell: None of the above is good.  
Martin Gurley: I agree with the need for an actual major-

ity winner.  
Joe Mike Akard: I've always been a strong believer in the 

two party system but I'm beginning to waver. One thing 
that bothers me is that Independents get a free ride – they 
get to be on the ballot without any need to win at a pri-
mary.  

Timothy Hill: Conceptually, what you're talking about is 
a good idea but my main focus will be quality of life issues. 
That's what's truly important and where I will have to put 
my time.  

An audience member with experience as a small busi-
nessman and farmer in the county brought up the great 
difficulty he had in getting the state government depart-
ments to work with him – or even to reply to him. He felt 
that Tennessee made it very hard to start a small agricul-
tural business and pointed out examples from North Caro-
lina and Virginia where small business was encouraged 
more than here.   

Joe Mike Akard: Everything is difficult in agriculture. 
Fertilizer is out of sight and we need a Secretary of Agri-
culture who will listen to this kind of problem and address 
it.  

Marvin Gurley: Obstacles the state puts in the way of all 
of us are onerous. The agencies are completely inflexible. I 
needed a set of plans for a project which I could have 
drawn on this table in front of me. But the state wouldn't 
accept that, I had to pay an outside source $50,000 just to 
jump through the state's hoops. The problem is that 
there's a real lack of common sense.  

Scotty Campbell: I understand this. I've been active in 
the state government in Nashville and I have the same 
problem. I can't get these people to respond to me either. 
The Department of Agriculture has too much red tape.  

Sherry Greene Grubb: These people work for us. We 
don't work for them and some one needs to let them know 

State Reps                                                    from p. 21 
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The long-term effects of mild traumatic brain injuries 
can be devastating, belying their name. Soldiers can en-
dure a range of symptoms, from headaches, dizziness and 
vertigo to problems with memory and reasoning. Soldiers 
in the field may react more slowly. Once they go home, 
some commanders who led units across battlefields can no 
longer drive a car down the street. They can't understand 
a paragraph they have just read, or comprehend their chil-
dren's homework. Fundamentally, they tell spouses and 
loved ones, they no longer think straight.  

Such soldiers are sometimes called "walkie talkies" -- 
unlike comrades with missing limbs or severe head 
wounds, they can walk and talk. But the cognitive impair-
ments they face can be severe.  

"These are people who go on to live" with "a lifelong 
chronic disability," said Keith Cicerone, a leading re-
searcher in the field. "It is going to be terrifically disrup-
tive to their functioning."  

An increasing number of brain-injury specialists say the 
best way to treat patients with lasting symptoms is to get 
them into cognitive rehabilitation therapy as soon as possi-
ble. That was the consensus recommendation of 50 civilian 
and military experts gathered by the Pentagon in 2009 to 
discuss how to treat soldiers.  

Such therapy can retrain the brain to compensate for 
deficits in memory, decision-making and multitasking.  

A soldier whose injuries are not diagnosed or docu-
mented misses out on the chance to get this level of care -- 
and the hope for recovery it offers, say veterans advocates, 
soldiers and their families.  

"Talk is cheap. It is easy to say we honor our service-
men," said Cicerone, who has helped the military develop 
recommendations for appropriate treatments for soldiers 
with brain injuries. "I don't think the services that we are 
giving to those servicemen honors those servicemen."  

Missing Records  

The military's handling of traumatic brain injuries has 
drawn heated criticism before.  

ABC News reporter Bob Woodruff chronicled the difficul-
ties soldiers faced [4] in getting treatment for head trau-
mas after recovering from one himself, suffered in a 2006 
roadside bombing in Iraq. The following year, a Washing-
ton Post series [5] about substandard conditions at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Hospital described the plight of sev-
eral soldiers with brain injuries.  

Members of Congress responded by dedicating more than 
$1.7 billion to research and treatment of traumatic brain 
injury and post-traumatic stress, a psychological disorder 
common among soldiers returning from war. They passed 
a law requiring the military to test soldiers' cognitive func-
tions before and after deployment so brain injuries would-
n't go undetected.  

But leaders' zeal to improve care quickly encountered a 
host of obstacles. There was no agreement within the mili-
tary on how to diagnose concussions, or even a standard-
ized way to code such incidents on soldiers' medical re-
cords.  

Good intentions banged up against the military's gung ho 
culture. To remain with comrades, soldiers often shake off 
blasts and ignore symptoms. Commanders sometimes ig-
nore them, too, under pressure to keep soldiers in the field. 
Medics, overwhelmed with treating life-threatening inju-
ries, may lack the time or training to recognize a concus-
sion.  

The NPR and ProPublica investigation, however, indi-
cates that the military did little to overcome those battle-
field hurdles. They waited for soldiers to seek medical at-
tention, rather than actively seeking to evaluate those in 
blasts.  

The military also has repeatedly bungled efforts to im-
prove documentation of brain injuries, the investigation 
found.  

Several senior medical officers said soldiers' paper re-
cords were often lost or destroyed, especially early in the 

is, we must ensure that we have consistent standards of 
excellence across the board. Are we there yet? Of course 
we're not there yet."  

Soldiers like Michelle Dyarman wonder what's taking so 
long. Dyarman, a former major in the Army reserves, was 
involved in two roadside bomb attacks and a Humvee acci-
dent in Iraq in 2005.  

Today, the former dean's list student struggles to read a 
newspaper article. She has pounding headaches. She has 
trouble remembering the address of the farmhouse where 
she grew up in the hills of central Pennsylvania.  

For years, Dyarman fought with Army doctors who did 
not believe that she was suffering lasting effects from the 
blows to her head. Instead, they diagnosed her with an 
array of maladies from a headache syndrome to a mood 
disorder.  

"One of the first things you learn as a soldier is that you 
never leave a man behind," said Dyarman, 45. "I was left 
behind."  

In 2008, after Dyarman retired from the Army, Veterans 
Affairs doctors linked her cognitive problems to her head 
traumas.  

Dyarman has returned to her civilian job inspecting ra-
diological devices for the state, but colleagues say she 
turns in reports with lots of blanks; they cover for her.  

Dyarman's 67-year-old father, John, looks after her at 
home, balancing her checkbook, reminding her to turn the 
oven on before cooking. The joyful, bright child he raised, 
the first in the family to attend college, is gone, forever 
gone.  

"It hurts me, too," he said, growing upset as he spoke. 
"That's my daughter sitting there, all screwed up. She's 
not the kid she was."  

Walkie Talkies 

Better armor and battlefield medicine mean troops sur-
vive explosions that would have killed an earlier genera-
tion. But blast waves from roadside bombs, insurgents' 
most common weapon, can still damage the brain [3].  

The shock waves can pass through helmets, skulls and 
through the brain, damaging its cells and circuits in ways 
that are still not fully understood. Secondary trauma can 
follow, such as sending a soldier tumbling inside a vehicle 
or hurling into a wall, shaking the brain against the skull.  

Not all brain injuries are alike. Doctors classify them as 
moderate or severe if patients are knocked unconscious for 
more than 30 minutes. The signs of trauma are obvious in 
these cases and medical scanning devices, like MRIs, can 
detect internal damage.  

But the most common head injuries in Iraq and Afghani-
stan are so-called mild traumatic brain injuries. These are 
harder to detect. Scanning devices available on the battle-
field typically don't show any damage. Recent studies sug-
gest that breakdowns occur at the cellular level, with cell 
walls deteriorating and impeding normal chemical reac-
tions.  

Doctors debate how best to categorize and describe such 
injuries. Some say the term mild traumatic brain injury 
best describes what happens to the brain. Others prefer to 
use concussion, insisting the word carries less stigma than 
brain injury.  

Whatever the description, most soldiers recover fully 
within weeks, military studies show. Headaches fade, 
mental fogs clear and they are back on the battlefield.  

For a minority, however, mental and physical problems 
can persist for months or years. Nobody is sure how many 
soldiers who suffer mild traumatic brain injury will have 
long-term repercussions. Researchers call the 5 percent to 
15 percent of civilians who endure persistent symptoms 
the "miserable minority."  

A study published last year in the Journal of Head 
Trauma Rehabilitation found that, of the 900 soldiers in 
one battle-hardened Army brigade who suffered brain inju-
ries, most of them mild, almost 40 percent reported having 
at least one symptom weeks or months later.  
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Another doctor told NPR and ProPublica of finding sol-
diers with undocumented mild traumatic brain injuries in 
Afghanistan as recently as February 2010.  

"It's still happening, there's no doubt," said the military 
doctor, who did not want to be named for fear of retribu-
tion  

Screened Out  

After the Walter Reed scandal, the military instituted a 
series of screens to better identify service members with 
brain injuries. Soldiers take an exam before deploying to a 
war zone, another after a possible concussion in theater, 
and a third after returning home.  

But each of these screens has proved to have critical 
flaws.  

The military uses an exam called the Automated Neuro-
psychological Assessment Metrics [6], or ANAM, to estab-
lish a baseline for soldiers' cognitive abilities. The ANAM 
is composed of 29 separate tests that measure reaction 
times and reasoning capabilities. But the military, looking 
to streamline the process, decided to use only six of those 
tests.  

Doubts immediately arose about the exam, which had 
never been scientifically validated. Schoomaker, the Army 
surgeon general, recently told Congress that the ANAM 
was "fraught with problems" and that "as a screening tool," 
it was "basically a coin flip."  

Military clinicians have administered the exam to more 
than 580,000 soldiers, costing the military millions of dol-
lars per year, but have accessed the results for diagnostic 
purposes only about 1,500 times.  

Rep. Bill Pascrell Jr., D-N.J., who has led efforts to im-
prove the treatment and study of brain injuries, accused 
the military of ignoring the Congressional directive.  

"We are not doing service to our bravest," Pascrell said. 
"There needs to be a sense of urgency on this issue. We are 
not doing justice."  

Once in theater, soldiers are supposed to take the Mili-
tary Acute Concussion Evaluation [7], or MACE, to check 
for cognitive problems after blasts or other blows to the 
head.  

But in interviews, soldiers said they frequently gamed 
the test, memorizing answers beforehand or getting tips 
from the medics who administer it.  

Just last summer, Sgt. Victor Medina was leading a con-
voy in southern Iraq when a roadside bomb exploded. He 
was knocked unconscious for 20 minutes.  

Afterwards, Medina had trouble following what other 
soldiers were saying. He began slurring his words. But he 
said the medic helped him to pass his MACE test, repeat-
ing questions until he answered them correctly.  

"I wanted to be back with my soldiers," he said. "I didn't 
argue about it." 

Senior military officials said problems with the MACE 
were common knowledge.  

"There's considerable evidence that people were being 
coached or just practicing," said Russell, the senior neuro-
psychologist. "They don't want to be sidelined for a concus-
sion. They don't want to be taken out of play."  

If cases of brain trauma get past the battlefield screen, a 
third test -- the post-deployment health assessment [8], or 
PDHA -- is supposed to catch them when soldiers return 
home.  

But a recent study, as yet unpublished, shows this safety 
net may be failing, too.  

When soldiers at Fort Carson, Colo., were given a more 
thorough exam bolstered by clinical interviews, research-
ers found that as many as 40 percent of them had mild 
traumatic brain injuries that the PDHA had missed.  

In a 2007 e-mail, a senior military official bluntly ac-
knowledged the shortcomings of PDHA exams, describing 
them as "coarse, high-level screening tools that are often 
applied in a suboptimal assembly line manner with little 
privacy" and "huge time constraints."  

Col. Heidi Terrio, who carried out the Fort Carson study, 
said the military's screens must be improved.  

wars. Some were archived in storage containers, then 
abandoned as medical units rotated out of the war zones.  

Lt. Col. Mike Russell, the Army's senior neuropsycholo-
gist, said fellow medical officers told him stories of burning 
soldiers' records rather than leaving them in Iraq where 
anyone might find them.  

"The reality is that for the first several years in Iraq eve-
rything was burned. If you were trying to dispose of some-
thing, you took it out and you put it in a burn pan and you 
burned it," said Russell, who served two tours in Iraq. 
"That's how things were done."  

To improve recordkeeping, medics began using pricey 
handheld devices to track injuries electronically. But they 
often broke or were unable to connect with the military's 
stateside databases because of a lack of adequate Internet 
bandwidth, said Nevin, the Army epidemiologist.  

"These systems simply were not designed for war the 
way we fight it," he said.  

In 2007, Nevin began to warn higher-ups that informa-
tion was being lost. His concerns were ignored, he said. 
While communications have improved in Iraq, Afghanistan 
remains a concern.  

That same year, clinicians interviewed soldiers about 
whether they had suffered concussions for an unpublished 
Army analysis, which was reviewed by NPR and ProPub-
lica. They found that the military files showed no record of 
concussions in more than 75 percent of soldiers who re-
ported such injuries to the clinicians.  

Nevin said that without documentation of wounds, sol-
diers could have trouble obtaining treatment, even when 
they report they can't think, or read, or comprehend in-
structions normally anymore.  

Doctors might say, "there's no evidence you were in a 
blast," Nevin said. "I don't see it in your medical records. 
So stop complaining."  

Problems documenting brain injuries continue.  
Russell said that during a tour of Iraq last year, he ex-

amined five soldiers the day after they were injured in a 
January 2009 rocket attack. The medical staff had noted 
shrapnel injuries, but Russell said they failed to diagnose 
the soldiers' concussions.  

The symptoms were "classic," Russell said. The soldiers 
had "dazed" expressions, and were slow to respond to ques-
tions.  

"I found out several of them had significant gaps in their 
memory," Russell said. "It wasn't clear how long they were 
unconscious for, but the last thing they remember is they 
were playing video games. The next thing they remember, 
they are outside the trailer."  

contd. on p. 25 
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the same terrifying events. But treatments for the condi-
tions differ, they said. A typical PTSD program, for in-
stance, doesn't provide cognitive rehabilitation therapy or 
treat balance issues. Sleep medication given to someone 
with nightmares associated with PTSD might leave a 
brain-injured patient overly sedated, without having a 
therapeutic effect.  

"I'm always concerned about people trivializing and mini-
mizing concussion," said James Kelly, a leading researcher 
who now heads a cutting-edge Pentagon treatment center 
for traumatic brain injury. "You still have to get the diag-
nosis right. It does matter. If we lump everything together, 
we're going to miss the opportunity to treat people prop-
erly."  

At her family farm outside Hanover, Pa., Michelle Dyar-
man has a large box overflowing with medical charts, let-
ters and manila envelopes. They are the record of her fight 
over the past five years to get diagnosis and treatment for 
her traumatic brain injury.  

After her last roadside blast in Baghdad, which killed 
two colleagues, Dyarman wound up at Walter Reed for 
treatment of post-traumatic stress.  

Over the course of two and a half years, she received 
drugs for depression and nightmares. She got physical 
therapy for injuries to her back and neck. A rehabilitation 
specialist gave her a computer program to help improve 
her memory.  

But it wasn't until she began talking with fellow patients 
that she heard the term mild traumatic brain injury. As 
she began to research her symptoms, she asked a neurolo-
gist whether the blasts might have damaged her brain.  

Records show the neurologist dismissed the notion that 
Dyarman's "minor head concussions" were the source of 
her troubles, and said her symptoms were "likely substan-
tially attributable" to PTSD and migraine headaches.  

"It was disappointing," she said. "It felt like nobody 
cared."  

When she was later given a diagnosis of traumatic brain 
injury by Veterans Affairs doctors, she said she felt vindi-
cated, yet cheated all at once.  

"I always put the military first, even before my family 
and friends. Now looking back, I wonder if I did the right 
thing," she said. "I served my country. Now what's my 
country doing for me?"  

For footnotes, and to read more, visit: 

http://www.propublica.org/feature/brain-injuries-

remain-undiagnosed-in-thousands-of-soldiers  

"It's our belief that we need to document everyone who 
sustained a concussion," she said. "It's for the benefit of 
the Army and the benefit of the family and the soldier to 
get treatment right away."  

Gen. Peter Chiarelli, the Army's second in command, 
acknowledged that the military has not made the progress 
it promised in diagnosing brain injuries.  

"I have frustration about where we are on this particular 
problem," Chiarelli said.  

Fundamentally, he said, soldiers, military officers and 
the public needed to take concussions seriously.  

"We've got to change the culture of the Army. We've got 
to change the culture of society," he said, adding later, "We 
don't want to recognize things we can't see."  

Skeptics  

The shift Chiarelli envisions may be impossible without 
buy-in from senior military medical officials, some of 
whom are skeptical about the long-term harm caused by 
mild traumatic brain injuries.  

One of Schoomaker's chief scientific advisors, retired 
Army psychiatrist Charles Hoge, has been openly critical 
of those who are predisposed to attribute symptoms like 
memory loss and concentration problems to mild traumatic 
brain injury.  

In 2009, he wrote a opinion piece in the New England 
Journal of Medicine that said the "illusory demands of 
mild TBI" might wind up hobbling the military with high 
costs for unnecessary treatment. Recently, Hoge ques-
tioned the importance of even identifying mild traumatic 
brain injury accurately.  

"What's the harm in missing the diagnosis of mTBI?" he 
wrote to a colleague in an April 2010 e-mail obtained by 
NPR and ProPublica [9]. He said doctors could treat pa-
tients' symptoms regardless of their underlying cause.  

In an interview, Hoge said, "I've been concerned about 
the potential for misdiagnosis, that symptoms are being 
attributed to mild traumatic brain injury when in fact 
they're caused by other" conditions. He noted that a study 
he conducted, published in the New England Journal of 
Medicine, "found that PTSD really was the driver of symp-
toms. That doesn't mean that mTBI isn't important. It is 
important. It's very important."  

Other experts called Hoge's posture toward mild TBI 
troubling.  

To be sure, brain injuries and PTSD sometimes share 
common symptoms and co-exist in soldiers, brought on by 

with other people. Remember that antibiotics don’t work 
against viruses like the ones that cause the common cold.  

7. Prepare for surgery.  
There are things you can do to reduce your risk of getting 

a surgical site infection. Talk to your doctor to learn what 
you should do to prepare for surgery.  Let your doctor 
know about other medical problems you have. 

8. Watch out for C. diff. (aka Clostridium difficile)  
Tell your doctor if you have severe diarrhea, especially if 

you are also taking an antibiotic.  
9. Know the signs and symptoms of infection. 
Some skin infections, like MRSA, appear as redness, 

pain, or drainage at an IV catheter site or surgical incision 
site, and a fever. Tell your doctor if you have these symp-
toms. 

10. Get your flu shot. 
Protect yourself against the flu and other complications 

by getting vaccinated.  
By following these 10 steps you can help make health-

care safer and help prevent healthcare-associated infec-
tions. 

HAIs are not only a problem for individual healthcare 
facilities – they represent a public health issue that re-
quires many people and organizations to work together in 
a comprehensive effort to attack these largely preventable 
infections.  CDC is working with partners and states to 
implement infection prevention tools toward the elimina-
tion of healthcare-associated infections. 

 

ers, and your visitors, should follow infection prevention 
procedures as described below. 

What can you do as a patient or loved one of a patient? 
Be informed. Be empowered. Be prepared. 
Here are 10 ways to be a safe patient: 
1. Speak up. 
Talk to your doctor about any worries you have about 

your safety and ask them what they are doing to protect 
you.  

2. Keep hands clean. 
If you do not see your providers clean their hands, please 

ask them to do so.  Also remind your loved ones and visi-
tors. Washing hands can prevent the spread of germs. 

3. Ask if you still need a central line catheter or urinary 
catheter.  Leaving a catheter in place too long increases 
the chances of getting an infection.  

4. Ask your healthcare provider, "Will there be a new 
needle, new syringe, and a new vial for this procedure or 
injection?" Healthcare providers should never reuse a nee-
dle or syringe on more than one patient.  

5. Be careful with medications. 
Avoid taking too much medicine by following package 

directions. Also, to avoid harmful drug interactions, tell 
your doctor about all the medicines you are taking.  

6. Get Smart about antibiotics. 
Help prevent antibiotic resistance by taking all your an-

tibiotics as prescribed, and not sharing your antibiotics 
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ELLA PARSONS 
Ms. Ella Parsons, age 91, of 680 Hospital Road, Moun-

tain City, Tennessee passed away Wednesday, June 9, 
2010 in Mountain City Care Center following an extended 
illness. She was a daughter of the late William M. Dunn 
and Maude Roark Dunn. She was a member of First Free-
will Baptist Church and she loved quilting, gardening, 
working in flowers, spending time with her family and es-
pecially spending time with her grandkids. In addition to 
her parents, she was preceded in death by Dana Parsons, 
the father of her children, in 1981; two brothers: Clinton 
Dunn and Ferd Dunn; and two sisters: Ruby Dowell and 
Mamie Forrester. 

Survivors include: one daughter, Ethel Shoemake and 
husband Dayton of Mountain City, TN; one son: Glen Par-
sons and wife Ruth of Mountain City, TN; two sisters: 
Olive Johnson and Ira Curd both of Mountain City, TN; 
one brother: Billy Dunn of Mountain City, TN; two grand-
daughters: Debbie Lipford and husband Ronnie; Lonna 
Jane Smith and husband Ricky, all of Mountain City, TN; 
one grandson: Kevin Parsons and wife Ann of Mountain 
City, TN; three great granddaughters: Taylor Parsons, 
Jessica Cunningham and Jasmine Cunningham; two great 
grandsons: Weston Smith and Zackary Parsons; one step 
great grandson: Alex Morefield; several nieces and neph-
ews; and all her friends at Mountain City Care Center. 

A graveside service was conducted at 11:00 a.m. Friday, 
June 11, 2010 from Phillippi Cemetery with Rev. Ricky 
Campbell, Rev. Steven Spencer and Mr. Jim Hutchinson 
officiating. 

Memorial contributions may be made to Johnson County 
Rescue Squad, 203 Vandilla Street, Mountain City, TN 
37683 or Mountain City Care Center, Residence Activities 
Fund, 919 Medical Park Drive, Mountain City, TN 37683. 

Online condolences may be sent to the family and viewed 
through our website at www.huxlipfordteaguefh.com  

Hux-Lipford-Teague is serving the Ella Parsons family. 
 
 

stepson and his wife, Charlee and Gail Ketron; three 
grandsons: Cory, Andrew and Micah Ketron, a great 
grandson, Kaiden Ketron, all of Lexington, Tennessee and 
several special cousins.  

A funeral service was held on Tuesday, June 8, 2010 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Keystone Free Will Baptist Church, under 
the direction of Preacher Bill Greer and Pastor Nathan 
Jennings. A committal service was conducted on Wednes-
day, June 9, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. in the Eastlawn Cemetery, 
Kingsport, Tennessee.  

Active pallbearers were: grandsons, Cory, Andrew and 
Micah Ketron, Tony Birchfield, Harland West , Bud Gob-
ble, Earl Dyks and Doug Bailey.  

Honorary pallbearers were: the Deacons and Trustees of 
the Keystone Free Will Baptist Church, Rev. Frank Woods 
and Rev. Raymond Amos.  

Memorials may be made in the form of contributions to: 
the Keystone Free Will Baptist Church, 110 Bettie Street, 
Johnson City, TN 37601.  

Morris Baker Funeral Home of Johnson City, Tennessee 
is serving the Ketron Family.  

As requested, this obituary is a courtesy of Mountain 
City Funeral Home, 224 S. Church Street, Mountain City, 
TN 37683. 

 
 

MILTON E. GREER 
Milton E. Greer, age 86, of Green Cove, Virginia passed 

away Monday morning June 7, 2010 in the Grace Nursing 
Home in Abingdon, Virginia following an extended illness. 

The funeral service for Milton Greer was conducted at 
2:00 p.m. Thursday, June 10, 2010 from the chapel of 
Teague Funeral Home with Rev. Mike Bowers officiating. 
Interment followed in the Green Cove Baptist Church 
Cemetery. 

Teague Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements. 
 
 
 

Enthusiastic about historic piece 

of legislation 
 
Dear Editor:  
 
(Editor’s note: This letter references an article published 

elsewhere in BIN, “Conservationists Applaud New Wilder-

ness Bill for Tennessee”) 

The Tennessee Wild coalition partners (including Chero-
kee Forest Voices) have worked towards this legislation 
goal through a decade-long process, and without a doubt, 
Senator Lamar Alexander is the champion of this historic 
piece of legislation.   

A total of 4,446 acres in Johnson and Carter Counties are 
included within this Cherokee National Forest conserva-
tion legislation (adds 4,446 acres to the Big Laurel Branch 
Wilderness [Carter and Johnson Counties] on Iron Moun-
tain, visible from Watauga Lake).   

All 19,556 acres of land to be protected by the Tennessee 
Wilderness Act of 2010 are already in federal ownership 
within the Cherokee National Forest, therefore no land 
acquisition is required nor is any tax base lost.  

Recommended for congressional designation by the U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS), these wild and special places in the 
Cherokee National Forest are currently being managed by 
USFS as wilderness and will remain so. 

In perpetuity, these designated wild areas will remain 
open to hunting, fishing, hiking, camping, picnicking, bird 
watching and horseback riding as this bill passes into law, 
protecting our National Forest.  

 
Sincerely, Gloria Griffith 

officer sure beats starving to death, being hit and maimed 
by a car, being shot and wounded by an offended neighbor, 
or being attacked by a wild animal. 

Raising the city’s surrender fee will not and cannot ac-
complish what the city council unanimously wants to ac-
complish: encouraging higher usage of the Humane Society 
program. Sure, more county residents will want to surren-
der animals to the PAC, but they won’t be able to be-
cause the PAC will still be full. So all the city will actually 
accomplish is to make it more expensive for county resi-
dents to turn in animals to the city pound. There will not 
be and cannot be any of Mayor Parsons's "higher usage of 
the Humane Society program". 

If the mayor’s intent was really just to generate more 
revenue for the city from county residents, he should have 
just honestly said so instead of blowing smoke about 
“encouraging higher usage of the Humane Society pro-
gram”. If his honest intent really was to “encourage higher 
usage of the Humane Society program,” then his action 
displayed colossal ignorance. More than the county voters 
should be willing to tolerate. 

If the BIN article simply misrepresented what Mayor 
Parsons and the council did and why they did it, then I 
apologize for and retract what I said about him and the 
council. I don’t think that’s the case, though, because the 
other paper in town gave a similar account. 

 
Terry Wintroub 
Mountain City 
 



Docket                                                          from p. 14 

contd. on p. 28 

Monday, June 14, 2010   SECTION A ~ PAGE 27 
B.A.D.  IDEA NEWS™  

THE BEST LOCAL NEWS AND V IEWS 

75866/ No Ins  
Dale Edward Terrill, 74973/ DOSL/ to have DL  
Tonya R Thomas, to have attny, 76374/ Assault/ Amber 
Dowell, 76366/ Vandalism as DV  
Anthony J Trivette, trial or dismissal, RO Smith, state to 
notify, 75877/ Theft U/ $500/ Inv Woodard  
Christeen Lynn Vanover, 76436-A/ Fin Resp/ Dep Brown, 
76436-B/ Child Restraint  
William T Ward, prelim, Carter 1:30, state to notify, 76052/ 
Init Process to Manuf Meth/ Agt McCloud, 76053/ Felony Poss 
Drug para, 76054/ Agg child Abuse, 76055/ Poss Sch II, 76056/ 
Drug Free School Zone  
Add-ons and Arraignments  

Adam Lee Hannan, 76642/ Domestic Assault/ Asst Chief 
Norris  

76039/ Drug Free School Zone, 76040/ Poss Sch II  
Norma Jean South, 76170-A/ Reckless Burning, 76170-B/ 
Burning w/out Permit  
Timothy Lloyd Smith, 76125-A/ DL Viol/ to have DL  
Jeffery Scott Stanley, RO Smith, 72390/ Assault DV/ See 
order, def & victim to pay CC in both cases, tb dism, Def NNA 
, 72391/ Vandalism as DV/ see order, tb dismissed  
Mitchell L Stout, hearing, Lawson, state to notify, 76246/ 
Simple Assault/ Rodney Eller  
Alicia Carol Swink, BAT results, RO Smith, 76216/ DUI 
3rd/ Inv Guinn, 76217/ Poss Handgun While Intoxicated  
Donna Ann Taylor, to have attny, 75862/ DUI 1st/ Dep 
Brown, 75863/ VICL, 75864/ Unlawful Carrying of Weapon, 

randum of understanding with the United States Depart-
ment of Homeland Security or ICE concerning enforce-
ment of federal immigration laws, which has more strin-
gent standards.  

“All counties should provide this information to protect 
our citizens,” said Gresham, who is a retired Lt. Colonel in 
the U.S. Marines.  “It is a matter of national security that 
must be addressed.”  

Senate approves Health Freedom Act for second time 
this session but measure falls 6 votes short of passage in 
House of Representatives 

The Tennessee Senate approved legislation this week 
sponsored by Senator Mae Beavers (R-Mt. Juliet) and 
Senator Diane Black (R-Gallatin) to protect the freedom of 
Tennessee patients to make their own health care choices, 
regardless of federal action taken in Washington.  The ac-
tion marked the second time the Senate overwhelmingly 
approved the measure.  The bill, however, failed by six 
votes in the House of Representatives along party lines 
with Republicans voting in favor of the measure. 

The Tennessee Health Freedom Act, Senate Bill 3498, 
was approved in the State Senate on February 18 by a vote 
of 26 to 1, with 5 members abstaining.  That bill was killed 
in a House Subcommittee last week.   

The content of that legislation, however, was attached as 
an amendment to another bill that was advancing through 
the House of Representatives.   That legislation, Senate 
Bill 2560, was approved by both the House and Senate on 
the last legislative day, but in different forms.   

A conference committee, made up of both House and Sen-
ate members, was appointed to work out the differences in 
the bill and came up with a solution acceptable to the Sen-
ate.  That version did not seek to “nullify” any federal law, 
as it would have still allowed individuals the option to par-
ticipate in a federal program. However, it acknowledged 
the right of Tennesseans to refuse to participate in a gov-
ernment-run health insurance program.  It also called on 
the state’s Attorney General to take action in the defense 
or prosecution of rights protected under the legislation.  

“The Tennessee Health Freedom Act would protect a citi-
zen’s right to participate, or not participate, in any health-
care system, and would prohibit the federal government 
from imposing fines or penalties on that person’s decision,” 
said Senator Beavers.  “It was passed overwhelmingly by 
the Senate twice.”  

“The health care law passed by Congress is ‘big brother’ 
at his worst and is Exhibit A in the people’s case against 
Washington’s abuse of power,” said Senator Black.  “The 
citizens of Tennessee believe they should be able to choose 
whether or not they want to participate in a federal health 
care plan.  That is what this bill sought to accomplish.” 

Financial experts predict that the federal healthcare 
plan will consume any anticipated growth in Tennessee’s 
revenues once the economy recovers, crippling the state’s 
ability to make future improvements in critical needs like 
education, job investment and public safety.   

“We also continued to make improvements in the 
war on crime during the 2010 legislative session despite 
adoption of a lean budget,” Black added.  “This includes 
approval of measures to crack down on sex offenders and 
the next phase of the “crooks with guns” legislation to at-
tack violent crime.  In addition, we passed legislation ad-
dressing the concerns of small businesses regarding a new 
workers’ compensation law.  The new law finds common 
ground to address gaps in coverage for workers in the vari-
ous construction fields without harming small business 
owners by providing a mechanism for exemption.” 

“Certainly a highlight of the 2010 legislative year was 
the passage of the education reforms in January,” said 
Senate Education Chairman Dolores Gresham (R-
Somerville).  “Everyone was focused on passage of these 
major reform bills and working toward the same goal.  The 
result was passage of landmark legislation to improve edu-
cation in our state that will benefit Tennessee children for 
decades to come.”    

The first week of the two-week session on education fo-
cused on improving K-12 education and putting Tennessee 
in position to be a leader in the Race to the Top competi-
tion, which helped the state win approximately $500 mil-
lion in federal funds.  The second week saw the legislature 
turn its attention to the goal of how to get more Tennesse-
ans to pursue a post-secondary education that fits their 
academic and workplace needs.  It also included a focus on 
measures to help ensure that students are successful in 
completing their college degrees or post-secondary aca-
demic programs.  

General Assembly approves legislation calling for jails to 
send information regarding prisoners who are in the U.S. 
illegally to ICE 

In the last week of action on Capitol Hill, the Senate and 
House approved a conference committee report and sent to 
the governor legislation calling for Tennessee jails to send 
information to the federal Immigration and Customs En-
forcement office (ICE) regarding prisoners who do not have 
documentation that they are in the U.S. legally.  The bill, 
Senate Bill 1141, sponsored by Senator Dolores Gresham 
(R-Somerville), requires the jail keeper to fax, email or 
send a copy of the booking information. 

“This legislation simply makes sure that ICE and Home-
land Security are informed regarding anyone who has been 
booked into Tennessee jails who are in the U.S. illegally,” 
said Senator Gresham.  “I am very pleased this bill has 
been approved.” 

Lawmakers worked out differences in the bill in a confer-
ence committee during the last two days of the ses-
sion.  The House adopted the conference committee plan 
and approved the bill by a vote of 56 to 30.  The Senate 
then took up the matter, passing it by a vote of 24 to 7. 

The legislation calls for statewide standards to be devel-
oped by the POST (Police Officers Standard Training) 
Commission.  This provision helps to ensure that Tennes-
see will not be open to lawsuits that have been problematic 
in other localities with similar laws.  The bill does not ap-
ply to any county or municipality that enters into a memo-
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small business owners and state departments and agen-
cies.  The bill also requires the small business advocate to 
prepare an annual report on their office’s activities, find-
ings and recommendations for transmission to the gover-
nor, members of the General Assembly and the heads of 
the affected departments and agencies to make sure offi-
cials are notified about any problems or concerns. 

Domestic Violence / Counseling – Legislation that would 
allow the court to order domestic abuse perpetrators to 
attend counseling programs was passed by the General 
Assembly this week.  The legislation prescribes counseling 
programs the judges can order, if they choose, including 
intervention programs that are certified by the Domestic 
Violence State Coordinating Council.  The bill increases 
the maximum penalty for those convicted of the crime from 
$200 to $225, with the proceeds going to grants for domes-
tic violence shelter programs.  The measure, Senate Bill 
2709, is sponsored by Senator Rusty Crowe (R-Johnson 
City) and if signed by the governor will take effect on July 
1, 2010. 

Elections / Felons pay court costs – State lawmakers 
gave final approval to legislation requiring that convicted 
felons must pay all court costs imposed before being eligi-
ble to have their voting rights restored.  Currently, a per-
son convicted of a felony must be pardoned, discharged 
from custody or supervision, and have paid all restitution 
to the victim of the offense to have his or her rights of suf-
frage restored.  This legislation, Senate Bill 440, sponsored 
by Senator Doug Overbey (R-Maryville), would add the 
payment of court costs as well.   The House added an 
amendment to provide that, if the felon is found indigent 
by court officials, they can be excused from the require-
ment. 

Regular Session / K-12 / Students in extracurricular ac-
tivities / random drug tests -- Legislation authorizing local 
schools to adopt a policy to use random drug testing on a 
student participating in voluntary extracurricular activi-
ties was approved.  Parents or guardians of the students 
must be notified about the random drug tests and must 
give written consent before the student can partici-
pate.  The results of the test shall remain confidential in 
the student’s records.  If the child tests positive for illegal 
drugs, the school system may not suspend or expel the 
child.  It, rather, requires the school provide information 
on inpatient, outpatient and community-based drug and 
alcohol programs to the child and his or her parents if the 
test is positive.  The legislation, Senate Bill 2621, spon-
sored by Senator Jim Tracy (R-Murfreesboro), is designed 
to get these students the help they need to address drug 
use before it is too late. 

Regular Session / K-12 / JROTC -- The General Assembly 
approved a military-related bill in the last week of the leg-
islative session to ensure that military personnel who have 
taught as JROTC instructors for at least two years and are 
licensed to teach another subject are credited with their 
years of service in JROTC instruction for the purpose of 
salary rating.   The legislation, Senate Bill 942, is spon-
sored by Senator Bo Watson (R-Hixson). 

The federal health care law will also penalize citizens 
beginning in 2014 if they do not buy insurance.   

Two bills advance in final legislative hours to protect 
children 

Two bills sponsored by Senator Tim Burchett (R-
Knoxville) to protect children from sex offenders were ap-
proved in the final hours of the 2010 legislative session, 
including one measure to set up a Tennessee Second Look 
Commission to review cases and procedures related to 
child sexual abuse.  

The Commission would review cases from the initial re-
port of alleged abuse through to a finding or criminal con-
viction of abuse.  Burchett said it is an important first step 
in understanding how the system fails endangered kids.   

“The facts show that our present court system fails kids, 
even after the abuse has been reported,” said Senator 
Burchett.  “We must find a better way to protect these kids 
which is the purpose of the study.” 

The Commission will review cases and procedures re-
lated to severe child sexual abuse to determine if they 
were handled in a manner that provides adequate protec-
tion to the children. Only two percent of the 750,000 pedo-
philes identified by computer in the United States have 
been investigated according to expert testimony provided 
to the legislature last year.  The Commission would be ad-
ministratively attached to the Tennessee Commission on 
Children and Youth.  

The legislation, Senate Bill 2701, now goes to the gover-
nor and would be effective upon his signature.  

The second bill sponsored by Burchett and approved by 
the full legislature before adjournment, prohibits any sex-
ual or violent sexual offender who is required to be on the 
Sexual Offender Registry from establishing a primary or 
secondary residence with two or more other such offend-
ers. Similarly, no person, corporation or other entity may 
knowingly permit more than three such sexual or violent 
sexual offenders to establish a residence in any house, 
apartment or other residence.   

The legislation, Senate Bill 3290, comes after a residence 
of multiple child sex offenders was established in Nash-
ville.  Parents of children in the neighborhood expressed 
great concern that such a residence could be located in a 
family-oriented community. 

“Parents in residential neighborhoods should not have to 
worry about establishment of a residence to house multiple 
child sex offenders,” Burchett added.  “I am very pleased 
both of these child protections bills were approved during 
our 2010 legislative session.” 

In Brief… 

Advocating for small business – State lawmakers ap-
proved and sent to the governor legislation this week to 
create a small business advocate within the Office of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury, utilizing existing person-
nel.  The measure, Senate Bill 3484, sponsored by Lt. Gov-
ernor Ron Ramsey (R-Blountville), calls for the advocate to 
mediate and assist with resolution of issues concerning 
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July  
July 3 - TBA 
July 10 -  Country Traditions 
July 17- Ransom McCoy & Just Friends 
July 24 - Southern 76 
July 31 - James Meadows and The Country Mile Drifters 
August  

August 7 - Broadstone 
August 14 - Southern 76  
August 21 - DoubleCross 
August 28 - TBA 
September 
September 4 - TBA 
September 11 - Southern 76 
September 18 - Broadstone 
Sept. 25 - James Meadows & The Country Mile Drifters 

dropped off.  For further information on the collection of alu-
minum cans, you may contact Denise Woods at 727-0780 or 
Rob Lewis at 727-8281. 

Trade Community Park: Every Saturday night beginning 
at 7 p.m. we will have music and dancing. Clogging, 2 step, 
line dancing, slow dancing, something for everyone. Admis-
sion is inexpensive and concessions will be available. Come on 
out and join us for some foot stompin’ fun and bring all your 
friends too. All proceeds go to help ongoing renovations in our 
park/community center.  

Trade Community Center Events Calendar: 

June  
June 19 - South Mt. Boys 
Trade Days: Friday, June 25 - Southern 76 & 7:30P.M. 

Crossroads.  Saturday, June 26 - Southern 76 & 7:30P.M. 
James Meadows and The Country Mile Drifters 
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Christian Church. For further information, please call 727-
4202 or 727-4119.  

The MC/JC Community Center Activities: Friday night 
music: Any bands interested in performing for Friday night 
music, please let us know. Come in and enjoy an evening of 
old time Bluegrass and country music. Children are welcome 
when accompanied by a responsible adult. Music starts at 
6:30 p.m.   

The center’s computer lab and game room are open to 
adults from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday thru Friday, during 
school. Rules of conduct are posted in each room. 

We are open 5 days a week unless an event is scheduled. 
Our hours are from 10-6 with evening events scheduled. 

Monday: ACCP classes 6-8 p.m.  
Tuesday: AA 7-8 p.m. 
Thursday: Kiwanis - 12-1 p.m. and AA - 7-8 p.m.  
Friday: Bluegrass and country music each Friday. 
Monday – Friday, we have our Leaps' after-school program 

for kids 10 to 18 who are still in school. All kids who partici-
pate must be signed up by a parent or guardian. Hours for 
this program are 3:15-6 p.m., we open on snow days for kids, 
weather permitting. 

Oak Tree Day Camp 
Date: 6-14-10 thru 6-25-10 (Monday- Friday) 
Time: 10-3  
Cost: $20.00 a week per child 
Ages: 5-10 
Oak activities include: meals, crafts, sports, pool, movie, 

walking distance field trips, etc.  Camp Applications can be 
picked up at the MC/JC Community Center, 214 College 
Street, (423) 727-2942 

Join the Garden Club: If you’re interested in gardening 
and in garden events, join the Johnson County Garden Club. 
For more information call 727-1565. 

First United Methodist Church: First United Methodist 
Church, 128 N. Church St., has an open heart, an open mind, 
and an open door for all to come in and be welcomed by a gra-
cious and friendly church family. We have a traditional ser-
vice with strong preaching, children’s church, and an excep-
tional music program. One of our major areas of concern is 
local missions to which we donate, along with member contri-
butions, the earnings from our Unique Boutique, located be-
hind the church on Butler Street. Each Sunday morning Cof-
fee begins at 9:30; Sunday School at 10:00; and Morning Wor-
ship at 11:00. 

Trade United Methodist Church: Sunday Worship 9:00 
am; Sunday School 10:00 am; Wednesday Choir Rehearsal 
6:30 pm; Holy Communion is the first Sunday of each month. 

Regular organization meetings: 
A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalition, Inc.: The ACTION Coalition meet-

ings are on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at the Community 
Center @ 11:30a.m - 1 p.m. www.jctnac.org  Contact Person: 
Angela Wills, 727-0780 

Al-Anon: Al-Anon meetings Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Action Coalition Bldg., East Main St, Mountain City. Call 
Julia at 727-0412 or Cindy at 727-7261 for more info 

Alcoholics Anonymous: Alcoholics Anonymous meets each 
Tuesday and Thursday night at the community center from 7 
to 8 p.m. Call Julie at 727-0412 for more info. 

Amateur Radio Club: The Johnson County Amateur Ra-
dio Club meets the second Tuesday of each month at the 
Johnson County Emergency Center, back door, 7 p.m. (next to 
post office). For information contact Frank Liberstein 
(W4FRL) 423-727-0333. 

Arts Council Meetings: 4th Thursday of each month at 
6:30 at Community Center. Call 727-2942 for more informa-
tion 

Butler Ruritan: meets the 4th Monday of every month at 
the Butler Ruritan Hall. Time is 6:30 PM for the potluck and 
7:00 PM meeting. We welcome any interested seasonal and 
permanent residents, as well as businesses, to our meetings. 
Located just one block off Hwy. 67, on Piercetown Rd., above 
the Butler Fire Dept. Inquiries? Call 423-768-3936 or 423-
768-3159. 

Chamber of Commerce: The J.C. Chamber is organized 
for the purpose of advancing the economic, industrial, profes-
sional, cultural and civil welfare of the Johnson County area. 
The Chamber meetings are each month on the 3rd Tuesday, 
6:30 p.m. at the Johnson County Welcome Center. 
http://www.johnsoncountychamber.org   

Thank You for supporting The Trade Community Center. 
Please tell your family & friends to come and have a good 
time listening to some of the best bands around. We look for-
ward to seeing you and desire your input on how to make 
what we are doing even more enjoyable. If you would like to 
attend dance classes from intermediate to advanced line danc-
ers, email us. If you know of a local band, food ideas, etc. Sug-
gestions are wanted and welcomed. This is Your Community 
Center and we want to strive to make it the best it can be, 
with your help.  Thank you again for your support and we 
look forward to your input. 

Children's Storytime: Join us at the Johnson County Li-
brary the second Friday of each month for stories and poems. 
The theme for April will be stories with rhyme and rhythm. 
Hope to see you there! 

Free Medical Service: Crossroads Medical Mission, the 
free medical service, sponsored by the United Methodist 
Church, normally comes to Mountain City’s St. Anthony’s 
Church, where a food pantry is also located, on the first 
Thursday of each month. Next scheduled visit is July 1. 
Patients are seen beginning at 9:00. Crossroads is a mobile 
medical clinic and Christian mission providing free health-
care to the uninsured and underserved of the Mountain 
Empire. The Doctor’s Office on Wheels provides medical 
care and can often help with testing, labwork, minor sur-
geries, and in some instances medications. For more infor-
mation, call Crossroads Office at 276-466-1600. Schedules 
and directions can found on the internet at 
www.crossroadsmedicalmission.org.  If schools in the area 
are closed for weather, the clinic will be canceled.  

Sixth Annual Charity Golf Tournament: to benefit the 
Johnson County Community Foundation. This event will be 
held on Wednesday, September 15, 2010 at Red Tail Moun-
tain Golf Course in Mountain City, Tennessee. Time: 12:00—
Registration & Box Lunch Provided 12:30—Shot Gun Start.  
Proceeds from this tournament are used to fund grants for 
non-profit organizations in Johnson County as well as schol-
arships for students in Johnson County. Prizes for 1st, 2, 3, 
place finishers. There will also be a Hole-in-One cash prize. 
Deadline for entry is September 8. All proceeds go to the 
Johnson County Community Foundation. CONTACT: Bar-
bara Seals (423) 727-9061 or 727-1772, bar-
bara.seals@dannyherman.com 

Humane Society Recycling Programs: The Johnson 
County Humane Society collects printer cartridges, toner car-
tridges and digital cell phones for recycling. We accept all 
printer cartridges except for Epson brand and those that 
have been previously recycled. This environmentally re-
sponsible fundraising effort supports the foster dogs and 
cats while they await adoption. If you work for or own a 
business, go to a church or belong to a club, ask if they 
would allow you to collect these cartridges and phones for 
the benefit of the animals. Printer cartridges and phones 
may be dropped off at High Country Online, 873 South 
Shady Street or you can call 423-727-2566 for drop off loca-
tions. The Society also collects aluminum cans for recy-
cling. (If it sticks to a magnet, it's not aluminum and we 
can't use it.) Our collection bins are at the Mountain City 
Food Lion just outside the north entrance, Food Country 
just outside the east entrance near Auto Zone, and our 
new location at For Pete's Sake Recycle, 12004 Hwy 67 in 
Butler, right across the street from Pleasant's Grocery just 
north of the intersection with Hwy 167. 

Unique Boutique Open: Unique Boutique, sponsored by 
First United Methodist Church, is a thrift store with some-
thing for everyone. Located at 122 Butler Lane in Mountain 
City, you can shop on Wednesdays, when the ‘open’ sign is 
out, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information, call Kathy 
Devine at 727-0604. 

Volunteer Center: Need a volunteer for your non-profit 
organization’s project? Call 727-0780 

Join the Johnson County Chorale: The Johnson County 
Chorale needs you! We are looking for individuals who like to 
sing to join our group to help prepare for a concert at Heritage 
Hall in the fall. We are working on new music but it is not too 
late to join and we would be most happy to have you with us. 
Our very congenial group is directed by Peter Wachs and we 
meet every Tuesday evening at 7:30 in the basement at First 
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VOTING RECORDS  
Courtesy of Kitty Hegemann 

Vote & Date Phil Roe's vote Vote Description 

House Roll #354 Yea On Passage - House - S 3473 To amend the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to authorize advances 
from Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund for the Deepwater Horizon oil spill - Under Suspension of 
the Rules 

10-Jun-10 Passed 410-0, 21 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #353 Not Voting On Passage - House - H.R. 5072 FHA Reform Act of 2010 

10-Jun-10 Passed 406-4, 21 not voting 

House Roll #352 Aye Amendment 13 to H.R. 5072 

10-Jun-10 Agreed to 416-0, 21 not voting 

House Roll #351 Aye Amendment 12 to H.R. 5072 

10-Jun-10 Agreed to 420-4, 13 not voting 

House Roll #350 No Amendment 9 to H.R. 5072 

10-Jun-10 Failed 121-301, 15 not voting 

House Roll #349 Aye Amendment 7 to H.R. 5072 

10-Jun-10 Failed 106-316, 15 not voting 

House Roll #348 Aye Amendment 5 to H.R. 5072 

10-Jun-10 Failed 131-289, 17 not voting 

House Roll #347 Aye Amendment 1 to H.R. 5072 

10-Jun-10 Agreed to 417-3, 17 not voting 

House Roll #346 Aye On Passage - House - H.R. 5133 To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service 
located at 331 1st Street in Carlstadt, New Jersey, as the “Staff Sergeant Frank T. Carvill and 
Lance Corporal Michael A. Schwarz Post Office Building” - Under Suspension of the Rules 

9-Jun-10 Passed 409-0, 22 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #345 Aye On Passage - House - H.R. 5278 To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service 
located at 405 West Second Street in Dixon, Illinois, as the “President Ronald W. Reagan Post 
Office Building” - Under Suspension of the Rules 

9-Jun-10 Passed 416-0, 15 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #344 No On Passage - House - H.Res. 1330 Recognizing June 8, 2010, as World Ocean Day - Under 
Suspension of the Rules 

9-Jun-10 Passed 369-44, 18 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #343 Yea On Motion to Instruct Conferees: H.R. 4173 Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act 
of 2009 

9-Jun-10 Failed 198-217, 16 not voting 

House Roll #342 Yea On Passage - House - H.Res. 1178 Directing the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
compile the cost estimates prepared by the Congressional Budget Office which are included in 
reports filed by the committees of the House on approved legislation and post such estimates 
on the official public Internet site of the Office of the Clerk - Under Suspension of the Rules 

9-Jun-10 Passed 390-22, 19 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #341 Nay On Passage - House - H.Res. 989 Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that 
the United States should adopt national policies and pursue international agreements to 
prevent ocean acidification, to study the impacts of ocean acidification, and to address the 
effects of ocean acidification on marine ecosystems and coastal economies - Under Suspension 
of the Rules 

9-Jun-10 Failed 241-170, 20 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #340 No On Passage - H.Res. 1424 Providing for consideration of the bill H.R. 5072, the FHA Reform 
Act 

9-Jun-10 Passed 239-172, 20 not voting 
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House Roll #339 Nay On Ordering the Previous Question: H.Res. 1424 Providing for consideration of the bill H.R. 
5072, the FHA Reform Act 

9-Jun-10 Passed 230-180, 21 not voting 

House Roll #338 Yea On Passage - House - H.Res. 518 Honoring the life of Jacques-Yves Cousteau, explorer, 
researcher, and pioneer in the field of marine conservation - Under Suspension of the Rules 

8-Jun-10 Passed 354-0, 77 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #337 Yea On Passage - House - H.R. 1061 Hoh Indian Tribe Safe Homelands Act - Under Suspension of 
the Rules 

8-Jun-10 Passed 347-0, 84 not voting (2/3 required) 

Vote & Date Phil Roe's vote Vote Description 

House Roll #342 Yea On Passage - House - H.Res. 1178 Directing the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
compile the cost estimates prepared by the Congressional Budget Office which are included 
in reports filed by the committees of the House on approved legislation and post such 
estimates on the official public Internet site of the Office of the Clerk - Under Suspension of 
the Rules 

9-Jun-10 Passed 390-22, 19 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #341 Nay On Passage - House - H.Res. 989 Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that 
the United States should adopt national policies and pursue international agreements to 
prevent ocean acidification, to study the impacts of ocean acidification, and to address the 
effects of ocean acidification on marine ecosystems and coastal economies - Under 
Suspension of the Rules 

9-Jun-10 Failed 241-170, 20 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #340 No On Passage - H.Res. 1424 Providing for consideration of the bill H.R. 5072, the FHA Reform 
Act 

9-Jun-10 Passed 239-172, 20 not voting 

House Roll #339 Nay On Ordering the Previous Question: H.Res. 1424 Providing for consideration of the bill H.R. 
5072, the FHA Reform Act 

9-Jun-10 Passed 230-180, 21 not voting 

House Roll #338 Yea On Passage - House - H.Res. 518 Honoring the life of Jacques-Yves Cousteau, explorer, 
researcher, and pioneer in the field of marine conservation - Under Suspension of the Rules 

8-Jun-10 Passed 354-0, 77 not voting (2/3 required) 

House Roll #337 Yea On Passage - House - H.R. 1061 Hoh Indian Tribe Safe Homelands Act - Under Suspension 
of the Rules 

8-Jun-10 Passed 347-0, 84 not voting (2/3 required) 

Friends of the Library: Meets quarterly and supports the 
library through fund-raising events Contact Linda Icenhour 
727-6544 for details. 

Higher Ground Peer Support Group: This is a social 
support group for those recovering from mental illness and/or 
substance abuse. Call 727-8685 for more information. We are 
now open FIVE days a week, Tues. thru Sat., from 9 - 5.  Ac-
tivities are subject to change, and Higher Ground does not 
run a pickup service on those days with snow. 

PSC June schedule: 
June 15: Support & Education, NAMI Picnic 
June 16: CARMI Meeting, Johnson City 
June 17: Visit Rocky Mount & Lunch @ Mayflower 
June 18: Volunteer Day @ JC Pet Adoption Center 
June 22: Support & Education 
June 23: Wellness Action Recovery Plan (WRAP) Class, 

Cleaning 
June 24: Closed fro staff training 

Crossroads Medical Mission: Crossroads Medical Mission 
is held the first Thursday of each month at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. They perform urgent 
care, screenings, minor surgery, patient education, referrals, 
pharmacy and labs. This is done without regard to one’s abil-
ity to pay, although they will accept donations. This service is 
open to the public, and is sponsored by the First United Meth-
odist Church. 

Experimental Aircraft Association meeting: Local EAA 
Chapter 1136 (Experimental Aircraft Association) meets the 
second Sunday of every month at the airport. For more infor-
mation, call 727-1223. www.eaa1136.com   

Fibromyalgia support group: Fibromyalgia support 
group meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month at 2 
p.m., Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 3385 Roan Creek Rd 
Mountain City, TN 37683.Enter through lower level rear door. 
423-727-0345. 
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Vote & Date 
Lamar Alexander's 

vote 
Vote Description 

Senate Roll #184 Yea On the Motion to Proceed (Motion to Proceed to S.J. Res. 26) 

10-Jun-10 Motion to Proceed Rejected 47-53 

Senate Roll #182 Nay Baucus Amdt. No. 4326 

9-Jun-10 Amendment Agreed to 58-41, 1 not voting 

Senate Roll #183 Nay On the Motion to Table (Motion to Table Cornyn Amdt. No. 4302 As Modified) 

9-Jun-10 Motion to Table Failed 38-61, 1 not voting 

Senate Roll #179 Nay Motion to Waive All Applicable Budgetary Discipline Re: Cardin Amdt. No. 4304 

9-Jun-10 Motion Rejected 57-42, 1 not voting (3/5 required) 

Senate Roll #180 Nay On the Motion to Table (Motion to Table Roberts Amdt. No. 4325) 

9-Jun-10 Motion to Table Agreed to 55-44, 1 not voting 

Senate Roll #181 Yea Motion to Waive Applicable Budgetary Discipline Sessions Amdt. No. 4303, as 
Modified 

9-Jun-10 Motion Rejected 57-41, 2 not voting (3/5 required) 

Senate Roll #177 Yea Confirmation of Audrey Goldstein Fleissig, of Missouri, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Missouri 

7-Jun-10 Nomination Confirmed 90-0, 10 not voting 

Senate Roll #178 Yea Confirmation of Lucy Haeran Koh, of California, to be United States District Judge 
for the Northern District of California 

7-Jun-10 Nomination Confirmed 90-0, 10 not voting 

Senate Roll #172 Yea DeMint Motion to Suspend Rule XXII 

27-May-10 Motion Rejected 45-52, 3 not voting (2/3 required) 

Senate Roll #173 Yea Collins Amdt. No. 4253 

27-May-10 Amendment Agreed to 60-37, 3 not voting 

Senate Roll #174 Nay Inouye Amdt. No. 4299 

27-May-10 Amendment Agreed to 60-35, 5 not voting 

Senate Roll #175 Yea Burr Amdt. No. 4273 

27-May-10 Amendment Rejected 37-58, 5 not voting 

Senate Roll #176 Yea On Passage - Senate - H.R. 4899, As Amended 

27-May-10 Bill Passed 67-28, 5 not voting  

VOTING RECORDS  
Courtesy of Kitty Hegemann 

TTD                                                             from p. 31 Council meetings are held for people interested in food secu-
rity.   For more information call Tamara at 895-9980 or email 
appnativeplants@gmail.com to find out meeting days and 
times, if you are interested in attending.  

Johnson County Trails Committee: Meets as needed 
throughout the year. For more information email 
i n f o @ j o h n s o n c o u n t y t r a i l s . o r g ,   v i s i t 
http://johnsoncountytrails.org,  or write to P.O. Box 16 Moun-
tain City, TN 37683 

Kiwanis Club of Johnson County: The Kiwanis of John-
son County meet weekly on Thursdays at the Community 
Center at 12 p.m. You are invited to join us and get involved 
"changing the world one child and one community at a time”. 
Lunch is provided by donation.  

June 25: Picnic Potluck @ Backbone Rock 
June 29: Support & Education 
June 30: Wellness Action Recovery Plan (WRAP) Class 
Humane Society: Johnson County Humane Society meets 

the first Tuesday of each month at the First United Methodist 
Church at 6 p.m. For more information, phone 423-768-0896 
or write to P.O. Box 307 Mountain City, TN, 37683 or send 
email to jchsipac@gmail.com or visit www.jchsi.org. We wel-
come new members, volunteers, and guests. 

Johnson County NAMI: Meets the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Higher Ground Peer Support Center, located at 
1952 Crossroads in Mountain City. For more information, 
please call Coy Lauer, 423-727-4794. 

Johnson County TN Community Food: Food Security 



 

Tell them you saw 

their ad  
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Vote & Date Bob Corker's vote Vote Description 

Senate Roll #184 Yea On the Motion to Proceed (Motion to Proceed to S.J. Res. 26) 

10-Jun-10 Motion to Proceed Rejected 47-53 

Senate Roll #182 Nay Baucus Amdt. No. 4326 

9-Jun-10 Amendment Agreed to 58-41, 1 not voting 

Senate Roll #183 Nay On the Motion to Table (Motion to Table Cornyn Amdt. No. 4302 As Modified) 

9-Jun-10 Motion to Table Failed 38-61, 1 not voting 

Senate Roll #179 Nay Motion to Waive All Applicable Budgetary Discipline Re: Cardin Amdt. No. 4304 

9-Jun-10 Motion Rejected 57-42, 1 not voting (3/5 required) 

Senate Roll #180 Nay On the Motion to Table (Motion to Table Roberts Amdt. No. 4325) 

9-Jun-10 Motion to Table Agreed to 55-44, 1 not voting 

Senate Roll #181 Yea Motion to Waive Applicable Budgetary Discipline Sessions Amdt. No. 4303, as 
Modified 

9-Jun-10 Motion Rejected 57-41, 2 not voting (3/5 required) 

Senate Roll #177 Yea Confirmation of Audrey Goldstein Fleissig, of Missouri, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Missouri 

7-Jun-10 Nomination Confirmed 90-0, 10 not voting 

Senate Roll #178 Yea Confirmation of Lucy Haeran Koh, of California, to be United States District Judge 
for the Northern District of California 

7-Jun-10 Nomination Confirmed 90-0, 10 not voting 

Senate Roll #172 Yea DeMint Motion to Suspend Rule XXII 

27-May-10 Motion Rejected 45-52, 3 not voting (2/3 required) 

Senate Roll #173 Yea Collins Amdt. No. 4253 

27-May-10 Amendment Agreed to 60-37, 3 not voting 

Senate Roll #174 Nay Inouye Amdt. No. 4299 

27-May-10 Amendment Agreed to 60-35, 5 not voting 

Senate Roll #175 Yea Burr Amdt. No. 4273 

27-May-10 Amendment Rejected 37-58, 5 not voting 

Senate Roll #176 Nay On Passage - Senate - H.R. 4899, As Amended 

27-May-10 Bill Passed 67-28, 5 not voting  

TTD                                                             from p. 32 4326  
United Way of Mountain City/Johnson County: Regular 

meeting dates: monthly – then weekly during campaign. Con-
tact person: Ronnie Perkins, Judy McGuire 727-6737 

Watauga Watershed Alliance/Sierra Club: Meets the 
2nd Tuesday of every month. Contact Gloria 727-4797 or Den-
nis 423-534-4804 for details. 

Narcotics Anonymous: Narcotics Anonymous is meeting 
every Wednesday @ 7 p.m. at the A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalition office 
at 138 East Main Street Mountain City, TN  

Newcomers Club: The Newcomer’s Club will be meeting 
the second Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm.  If you’re new 
to the area and enjoy good food, conversation, and meeting 
new friends, please come and join us!  Contact Carol Frank at 
727-5487 for directions and other information. 

Rotary Club: The Mountain City chapter of Rotary International, a 
service organization with both local and international projects, meets 
Monday evenings at 5:30 p.m. at the Senior Center. For more informa-
tion, contact club president Beverly Teague – 727-9816. 

Senior Citizens Advisory Council: Meeting 1st Monday of 
each month at 12:15 pm at the Senior Citizens Center 727-
8883 

Shady Valley Ruritan Club: Regular meeting dates: 2nd 
Thursday of each month. Contact person: Jean Sparger 739-



~ RESCUE D.O.G. PETS FOR ADOPTION ~ 

 
 
Support the animals at Rescue D.O.G. by shop-

ping at Sassycats Antiques & Collectibles on 
Hwy 421, Booth #803! 

Rescue D.O.G. is a private rescue shelter de-
voted to saving lives and properly caring for 
God's creatures. Rescue D.O.G. strives to place 
the animals in only the best suited environ-
ments for their individual needs. The animal's 
welfare is our main concern.  

Adoption procedures & adoption donations 
vary with each animal. 

Don't throw away old blankets or dog sup-
plies .. DONATE them to us! Can you provide a 
temporary loving home? BE A FOSTER PAR-
ENT!!! 

For information call 423-727-8744 or email 
saveonelife@yahoo.com    
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Gavin: 7 Month Old Male Boxer. White with Tan 
Markings. Docile Disposition 

“If I have any beliefs about immortality, it is that certain dogs I 
have known will go to heaven, and very, very few persons.” 

~ James Grover Thurber, 1894-1961, American author, cartoonist 

& celebrated wit ("The New Yorker" magazine) 

 

Bella: 8 week 
old Brown/Brindle 
Female Puppy. Bella 
has long legs typical 
of a hound breed, but 
small ears! She and 
her 2 sisters were 
found abandoned in 
the Laurel Bloomery 
area. These pup-
pies have a strong 
will to find a better 
life. Bella has been 
dewormed and has 
had her first set of 
shots. 

  
 
 
 
 
Baby: 2 Male 

Yorkshire Terriers 
(Yorkies). Courtesy 
Listing. Call Tony & 
Karen for Adoption 
Information 

727-9469 
  

Bernie: 3 - 5 Year Old Neutered Male Beagle. 
Companion Beagle, Housetrained. Current On All 
Vaccinations and Dewormed. A Complete Sweet-
heart! 

 

 

Lilly .. 1 year old 
Blonde female Fiest. 
Loves the leash, rid-
ing in the car, and 
other animals. Lilly 
is the perfect family 
dog! She will even 
jump in the back of 
your truck! Current 
on vaccinations, de-
wormed, and rabies 
preventative. 



~ P.A.C. PETS FOR ADOPTION ~ 

 
For more info and pictures of these 

and our other animals, go to 
www.jchsi.org and click on "GO!". 

Our “Cats for Seniors” program al-
lows a senior who is 55 years of age or 
older to adopt a feline companion for 
free. The cats are neutered, dewormed 
and up to date on shots. They are lit-
ter trained and will cuddle. They must 
be kept indoors. Call 423-768-0896 or 
check  out  our  w ebs i t e  a t : 
www.jchsi.org. To get information on 
an animal, please go to www.jchsi.org 
or www.jchsi37683.petfinder.com. 

To schedule an appointment to 
adopt a dog or cat, please call 423-768-
0896 or email jchsipac@gmail.com. If 
you want to adopt an animal that has 
not yet been neutered, you may re-
serve it by submitting an adoption 
application and paying a 50% deposit. 
Adoption fees cover neutering, current 
rabies and other vaccinations, de-
worming, micro-chipping, a starter 
bag of food, a collar and leash for dogs 
or cat carrier for cats, and toys. 
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"Cats can work out mathematically the exact place to sit that will cause the 
most inconvenience." 

~ Pam Brown, 1948-    , Australian poet & artist 
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Shadow is the curi-
ous type. OH, WAIT! 
That just means he's, 
well, a cat. His other 
typical catism is that he 
thinks sitting on your 
lap and purring is a 
great idea... if it's HIS 
idea. If it's your idea 
rather than his, well, 
we'll place our bets on 
him.  

 

 

Smokey is one of 
those guys who flat 
out looks GOOD. 
Even if he had no 
personality or antics 
-- and who ever 
heard of a cat with 
no personality or 
antics?? -- he'd be a 
good addition to 
your household just 
for dressing it up.  

 

 

Jerri is a 
shy gal who 
had it kind of 
rough before 
coming to the 
P A C .  S h e 
needs a patient 
owner who will 
convince her 
that it's okay 
to trust people 
again.  

Emma is a big girl, with a beautiful, all 
black coat. Loves playing with the other 
dogs and doesn't mind getting dirty in the 
process. She gets along well with children, 
except for one we know about.  

Ollie looks like a mix be-
tween a Beagle, maybe some 
other type of hound, and a 
Spotted Warbler. Beagles are 
slaves to interesting odors, 
and as such they are not the 
type of pet you can let out 
the back door and expect to 
come back. You will need to 
have a secure fenced in yard 
and/or a commitment to walk 
him on a leash 2-3x/day for 
about 20 min each time. We 
are working on his leash 
training. He is just about the 
sweetest pooch we have in 
residence right now, plays 
well with the other dogs and 
with people. 


